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Tilue to TBI rAioLT of well selected anecdotes is incalculable. There 
thej inaj aid parents in teaching their children, and fix in the minds of 
children, lessons that shall guide them safely in all their future course. 
Not only by the interest they awaken and by the realities they present, 
will they destroy the taste for corruptin{; fictitious reading, but they will 
implant principles and hold forth examples, that may be the salration 
of the indiyidual for time and eternity. 

Impressed with the correctness of these views, the editor has endeavored 
to prepare what hitherto he has neyer met,* a Tolume of Ambcdoib iob 
THB Familt. In making his selections, he has carefully examined, and 
fi!eely made use of such works as the twelve Tolumes of '* Anecdotes" by 
,the London Tract Society, the *^ Percy Anecdotes,'* *' Buck's Religious 
Anecdotes," the '^World's Laconics," " Arrine's Anecdotes," sereral vol- 
umes of ^'Missionary " and several of '* Foreign Anecdotes," Ac., &a, &c 

For its range and variety, and the interest and value of the lessons 
inculcated, it is believed that the present collection may be said to be 
unsurpassed, if not unequaled, by any hitherto made. And now it is 
commended to faxilibs and heads or famiubb throughout the land, in 
the hope and with the prayer, that it may be a source of rich and lasting 
blessing to many a household. 

H. A. D. 

Jahuabt, 1855. 



* Except a single tmall voluxtie called ** Anecdotes for the Family," but which is 
more properly a collection of anecdotes having reference to fiunily relations. 
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12 ANECDOTES FOB THE FAMILY. 

was characterized by simplicity, pathos, eamestnessltnd humil- 
ity. He breathed forth an impassioned desire to "join the 
blessed company above," entreated that he might be permitted 
to know " his departed father, and that their united prayers 
on earth might then be turned into praise, while they together 
beheld the Bedeemer face to face." 

Affection, fob a Mother. — Olympia, the mother of Alex- 
ander the Great, was so severe and morose in her treatment of 
his officers, that his deputy, Antipater, wrote him long letters 
of complaint against her ; to which Alexander returned this 
answer: "Knowest thou not that one tear of my mother's 
would blot out a thousand of thy letters of complaint?" 

Affection, for a Mother. — ^Tlie judicious Hooker used to 
say, " If I had no other reason and motive for being religious, 
I would earnestly strive to be so for the sake of my aged 
mother, that I might requite her care of me, and cause the 
widow's heart to sing for joy." 

Affection, Fraternal. — The father of that eminent lawyer, 
Mr. Sergeant Glanville, who lived in the days of Charles H., 
had a good estate, which he intended to settle on his eldest 
son ; but he proving vicious, and affording no hope of refor- 
mation, he devolved it upon the sergeant, who was his second 
son. Upon his father's death, the eldest son, finding that 
what he had hitherto considered as the mere threat of his 
father was really true, became greatly dejected, and in a short 
time, his character underwent an entire change. His brother, 
observing this, invited him, with a party of his friends, to 
a feast; and after several other dishes had been removed, he 
ordered one, covered up, to be set before his brother, which, 
on being examine4, was found to contain the writings of the 
estate. The sergeant then told him that he had^ now done 
) what he was sure their father would have done, had he lived 
to witness the happy change they all saw ; and that he there- 
fore freely conveyed to him the whoFe property. 
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Affection, Parental. — ^During a dreadful famine in Ger- 
many, a poor family, consisting of a man, his wife,, and four 
children, were reduced to the last extremity, and on the very 
point of being starved to death. Knowing no other method 
of relief, the husband proposed that one of the children 
should be sold, so that they might procure bread for them- 
selves and the remaining children. To this painful proposal 
the wife at last reluctantly consented. It was then necessary 
to consider which of the four should be sold. The eldest waa 
first mentioned; but neither of the parents could think of 
that: the dear child was their first-bom; they could not 
possibly part with him. The second child was then produced ; 
but the poor mother objected: the boy was the very picture 
of his father ; she could not spare him. The third a charm- 
ing girl, came next in turn ; but the father made a similar 
objection : the dear child bore so strong a resemblance to her 
mother; she must not go. Well, only one remained, the 
youngest appeared. But here both of them united to say, 
" We can not part with him, this is our Benjamin, the darling 
child of our age. No, we will rather perish all together, than 
part with any one of our dear children." 

Affliction, how lightened. — It is diflScult to conceive 
anything more beautiful than the reply given by one in afflic- 
tion, when he was asked how he bore it so well, '' It lightens 
the stroke," said he, " to draw near to Him who handles the 
rod." 

Affliction, to be received without Mubhubing. — A lady 
who had lost a beloved child, was so oppressed with grief that 
she even secluded herself from the society of her own family, 
and shut herself up in her chamber ; but was at length pro- 
vailed on by her husband to come down stairs and take a walk 
in the garden. While there, she stooped to pluck a flower ; but 
her husband appeared as though he wotdd hinder her. She 
plaintively said, "What, deny me a flower?" He replied, 
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"Yon have denied God yonr flower." It is said the Udy 
suitably felt the gentle reproof, and had reason to say, "A 
■word spoken in season, how good it is." 

'AjFLiCTnON, WBELT DCPBOTED. — ^A yoimg man who had loi^f 
been confined by a diseased limb, when he was near the hour 
ofdisBolation, pointing to the diseased member, said to a (nend, 
" There is the source of all my suffering, but it has been a 
precious treasure to me ; it saved me from the vanity and folly 
of youth ; it led me to cleave to Gfod as my only portion, and 
to eternal glory as my only hope ; and now it has brought me 
near to my father's house, which I shall soon eater. Blessed 
be Gk>d for even the suffering it has caused me." 




Ant, SmODLAB AppEABANcra m. — In certain states of the 
atmosphere, objects near the surface of the earth are seen re- 
flected in the douds, as though they were actually there. In 
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the early setHement of New Hayen colony, a ship which had 
been sent to England, and the return of which had long been 
expected, was seen in the air, as represented in tiie cut, coiur 
ing up the harbor; and then soon after disappeared. The 
colonists supposed it was a miraculous apparition, to let them 
know, fix)m God, that their ship was certainly lost. But 
modem science teaches, that the ship wasy in reality, coming 
up the harbor; and that the image in the clouds was caused 
by tiie peculiar state of the atmosphere ; and that, almost to a 
certainty, the vessel was driven off and foundered in a storm 
which arose immediately after she was seen. The account 
may, be seen, in foil, in Barber's Historical Collections of 
Connectiout, in the article on New Haven. 

AoE, HOW TO BE BECKONED. — ^^ Mr. C," ssid a friend to an 
aged man with whom he was conversing on the comfort he 
found in religion, ^^ how old. are you 7 " ^' Little more," said 
he, " tl^m two years old ; for I can only reckon my life from 
the time I knew the Lord Jesus; the fourscore years before, 
were but a life of death." At eighty-four he departed, foil 
of faith and hope, and entered, at the eleventh hour, into the 
joy of his Lord. 

AifBrnoN. — ^When Pyrrhus, king of Epirus, was making 
great preparations for his intended expedition into Italy, 
Oineas, the philosopher, took a favorftble opportunity of 
addressing him thus : '^ The Romans, sir, are reported to be 
a warlike and victorious people ; but if Gk>d permit us to over- 
come them, what use shall we make of the victory ? " 'IThou 
askest," said Pyrrhus, '^ a thing that is self-evident. The 
Boman^ once conquered, no city will resist us ; we shall then 
be masters of all Italy." Cineas added, '^ And having sub- 
dued Italy, what shall we do next ? " Pyrrhus, not yet aware 
of his intentions, replied, '^ Sicily next stretches out her arms 
to receive us." " That is very probable," said Cineas, " but 
will the possession of Sicily put an end to the war ? " " God 
grant us success in that," answered Pyrrhus, ^' and we shall 
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make these only the forenumers of greater things ; for then 
Lybia and Carthage will soon be ours ; and these things being 
completed, none of our enemies can offer any farther resist- 
ance." " Very true," added Cineas, " for then we may easily 
regain Macedon, and make an absolute conquest of Greece; 
and, when all these are in our possession, what shall we do 
then ? " Pyrrhus, smiling, answered, " Why then, my dear 
friend, we will live at our ease, drink all day long, and amuse 
ourselves with cheerful conversation." "Well, sir," said 
Cineas, " and why may we not do all this now, and without 
the labor and hazard of an enterprise so laborious and uncer- 
tain?" Pyrrhus, however, unwilling to t&ke the advice of 
the philosopher, ardently engaged in these ambitious pursuitSi 
and at last perished in them. 

AMsmoN, TIB Gabeb. — Gyrus, the Persian king, was accus- 
tomed to say, that did men but know the cares he had to 
sustain, he thought no man would wish to wear his crown. 

AHBinoN, rrs Folly. — ^The conquests of Alexander the 
Great could not satisfy him ; for when he had conquered the 
whole of one known world, he sat down and wept because he 
knew of no other world to conquer. 

AjfBiTiON, rrs Sure End. — ^As Philip, king of Macedon, was 
wrestling at the Olympic games, he fell down in the sand, and 
when he rose again, observing the print of his body where he 
had fallen, he cried out, " Oh, how little a parcel of earth will 
hold us when we are dead, though we ambitiously seek after 
the whole world while living ! " 

Anger. — Anger, says some one, is for the most part like 
rain, breaking itself on that which it falls upon. 

Anger, how to cure it. — ^Plato, having raised his hand to 

strike a servant when in anger, kept his arm fixed in that 

position for some time ; and to a Mend who came in, and 

.asked the reason of his singular conduct, he replied, ^^I am 



ANBGDOTES FOB THB FAMILY. 17 

punishing a paasionate man." At another time, he said to 
one of his servants who had done exceedingly wrong, ^^I 
would chastise you if I were not angry." 

Angbb, the Tbue LnoT to It. — ^How can I be angry and sin* 
not ? " as the apostle tells us, said one to Matthew Henry. 
"Only in one way," was the reply; "and that is, not to be 

angry with anything but sin." 

« 

Answeb, a Kind One. — ^Euclid, a disciple of Socrates, having 
oflFended his brother, the latter cried out in a rage, "Let me 
die if I am not avenged on you:" to whom Euclid replied, 
"And let me die, if I do not soften you by my kindness, and 
make you love me as well as ever." 

Answeb, the Poweb of a Soft One. — ^The horse of a pious 
man living in Massachusetts, happening to stray into the road, 
a neighbor of the man who owned the horse put him into the 
poimd. Meeting the ojnier soon after, he told him what he 
had done ; " and if I catch him in the road again^" said he, 
" I'll do it again." " Neighbor," replied the other, " not long 
since I looked out of my window in the night, and saw your 
cattle in my meadow, and I drove them out and shut them in 
your yard ; and I'll do it again." Struck with the reply, the 
man liberated the horse from the pound, and paid the charges 
himself.' " A soft answer tumeth away wrath." 

Antinomianism and Rowland Hill. — ^Rowland Hill, though 
kind in his feelings, was sometimes exceedingly keen and 
severe in his rebukes. A strong Antinomian once called on 
him, to take him to task for preaching on the duties of the 
gospel. " Do you, sir," said Mr. H., abruptly, " hold the ten 
commandments to be the rule of the Christian's life?" "Cer- 
tainly not," said the visitor. Quickly as possible Mr. Hill 
rang the bell, and on the servant's making his appearance, 
he quietly added, "John, show that man to the door, and 
keep your eye on him till he is beyond the reach of every 
article of wearing apparel, or other property in the hall ! " 
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Appucation. — It is related of the great Audubon, lately 
deceased, that he believed a man could make himself what he 
pleased bj labor ; and tliat by a proper use of every moment 
of time, the mind might be kept improving to the end of life. 




■ Aboh op Tmra.— Triumphal arches were very common 
among the ancients, and were erected in commemoration of 
their victories. The celebrated Arch of Titus, was erected to 
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oommemorate his yictory over the Jews. On one side of it is 
a bachrelief, representing the conqueror in his chariot ; and 
on the other, the various things t&ken from the temple at 
Jerusalem — the golden table, the silver trumpets, the golden 
candlesticks, &c,^ Ac, while the captive Jews, sad exiles from 
their native land, are seen in the procession. All the sculp- 
tures of these various things, not only give authentic and 
reliable representations of the sacred utensils, but go to con- 
firm the accounts of Josephus and the Bible. 

ASSOCIATES. — ^'^ Associates," said a father to his son, ^^are 
like perfumes ; long after you have left them you will bear 
about their odor with you." 

AflSOCUTES, Evil. — ^The following beautify allegory is trans- 
lated from the (German. Sophronius, a wise teacher, would 
not suffer even his grown-up sons and daughters to associate 
with those whose conduct was not pure and upright. ^^ Dear 
&ther," said the gentle Eulalia to him one day, when he for- 
bade her, in company with her brother, to visit the volatile 
Lucinda, '^ dear &ther, you must think us very childish if you 
imagine that we should be exposed to danger by it." The 
&ther took in silence a dead coal from the hearth, and reached 
it to his daughter. ^^ It will not bum you, my child ; take it." 
Eulalia did so, and behold, her beautiful white hand was soiled 
and blackened, and, as it chanced, her white dress also. ^* We 
can not be too careful in handling coals," said Eulalia, in vex- 
ation. ^^Yes, truly," said the father; *^you see, my child, 
that coals, even if they do not bum, blacken : so it is with the 
company of the vicious." 

Associates, THEm Influence fob Good ob Evil. — ^*^ If I had 
listened to the counsel, and followed* the example of some of 
my early associates," said a distinguished judge to a youthfiil 
friend, ^^instead of now being a judge on the bench, I should 
have been a culprit and prisoner before it." 
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ATHEiBTy Randolph's Bepboof of an. — Shortly after his 
recovery from sickness, in 1816, he was dining at the house 
of a distinguished politician, with a large and mixed company. 
** Among them," to use his own words, "was a hoary-headed 
debauchee, whose vices had completely shattered his constitu- 
tion, whose days seemed to be numbered ; and yet, sir, he had 
the audacity to call in question the existence of the Deity, 
presuming, I suppose, that there were many kindred spirits 
there. I happened to sit directly opposite to him, and felt so 
disgusted at his ii^piety, I could not avoid sajring, ^ I think, 
sir, that you might better have been silent on that subject ; 
for, judging from appearances^ you will have, in a short time, 
ocular proof of the power of that God whose eodstence you 
now so boldly question ! You can afford to wait, sir, the 
remaining days of your life ; and in common courtesy should 
not shock the feeli^g8 of others by the exhibition of your blas- 
phemy ! ' He turned pale with anger, and even trembled, 
but made no rejoinder, and the company soon after separated. 
We met more than once subsequently, but never after renewed 
our acquaintance : whether his courage to * brave death,' con- 
tinued, I can not inform you." 

Atheism, the Absurdftt op. — The celebrated astronomer, 
Earcher, having an acquaintance who denied the existence of 
a Supreme Being, took the following method to convince him 
of his error, upon his own principles. Expecting a visit from 
him, he procured a very handsome globe, or representation 
of the starry heavens, which was placed in a comer of the 
room, where it could not escape his friend's observation ; who, 
when he came, asked from whence it came, and to whom it 
belonged. " Not to me," said Kircher, " nor was it ever made 
by any person, but came here by mere chance." " That," 
replied his skeptical friend, ^4s absolutely impossible: you 
surely jest." Kircher, however, seriously persisting in his 
assertion, took occasion to reason with his friend on his own 
atheistical principles. " You will not believe," said he, ^^ that 
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this small body originated in mere chance ; and yet you would 
contend that those heavenly bodies, of Fhich it is but a faint 
and diminutive reseniblance, came into existence without order 
and design." Pursuing this train of reasoning, his friend was 
at first confounded, next convinced, and ultimately joined in 
a cordial acknowledgment of the absurdity of denying the 
existence of a God. 

Atonement, the Doctrine of. — ^The first sermon preached 
by the late Rev. R. Hall, at Cambridge, after he had become 
the pastor of the congregation there, was on the doctrine of 
the atonement, and its practical tendencies. One of the con- 
gregation, who had embraced very erroneous views of the 
gospel, said to him, ^' Mr. Hall, this preaching won't do for us, 
it will only suit a congregation of old women." "Do you 
mean my sermon, sir, or the doctrine ? " " Your doctrine." 
" Why is it that the doctrine is fit only for old women ? " 
" Because it may suit the musings of people tottering upon 
the brink df the grave, and who are eagerly seeking comfort." 
" Thank you, sir, for your concession. The doctrine will not 
suit people of any age, unless it be true ; and, if it be true, it 
is not fitted for old women alone, but it is equally important 
at every age." 

Attainments, Early. — Blaise Pascal was bom at Clermont, 
in Auvergne, in 1628. He never had any preceptor but his 
father. It was his habit, when very young, if he met with 
anything which he could not clearly understand, never to rest 
satisfied until he received a thorough explanation of it from 
some one. It is related of him, that one day, when he was at 
dinner, somebody at table happened to strike a china plate 
with a knife ; he noticed that the plate made a great sound, 
and that the soimd stopped immediately when the hand was 
laid upon it. He inquired the reason : and from this simple 
circumstance he was led to make a variety of experiments ; 
the result of which was, that at twelve years of age, he had 
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composed a very able treatise on sound. So great a turn had 
he for mathematics, that he learned, or rather inrented, geom- 
etry when he was but twelve years old; for his father was 
unwilling to initiate him in that science early, for fear of its 
diverting him from the study of the languages. At sixteen, 
he composed a curious mathematical piece. About nineteen, 
he invented his machine of arithmetic, which has been much 
admired by the learned. He afterward employed himself 
assiduously in making experiments, according to the new phi- 
losophy, and particularly improved upon those of Torricellius. 

Attainments, Early. — ^Edmund Stone was born, probably 
in Argyleshire, at the close of the seventeenth century. His 
father was.gardener to the Duke of Argyle, who, walking one 
day in his garden, observed a Latin copy of " Newton's Prin- 
cipia" lying on the grass, and supposing it had been brought 
from his own library, called some one to carry it back to its 
place. Upon this, Stone, who was then in his eighteenth 
year, claimed the book as his own. " Yours ! " replied the 
duke; "do you understand geometry, Latin and Newton?" 
" I know a little of them," answered the young man. The 
duke was surprised ; and, having a taste for the sciences, he 
entered into conversation with the young mathematician. He 
proposed several inquiriQs, and was astonished at the force, 
the accuracy, and the candor of his answers. " But how," 
asked the duke, " came you by the knowledge of all these 
things?" Stone replied, "A servant taught me, ten years 
since, to read. Does one need to know anything more than 
the twenty-four letters in order to learn everything else that 
one wishes ? " The dul:e's curiosity was now greatly increased, 
and he sat down on a bank, and requested a detail of the 
whole process by which he had acquired such knowledge. 
"I first learned to read," said Stone : " the masons were then 
at work upon your house. I approached them one day, and 
observed that the architect used a rule and compasses, and 
that he made calculations. ^ I inquired what might be the 
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meaiung and use of these things, and I was mformed that 
there was a science called arithmetic. I purchased a book of 
arithmetic, and I learned it. I was told there was another 
science called geometry ; I bought tlie necessary books, and I 
learned geometry. By reading, I found there were good 
books in these two sciences in Latin ; I bought a dictionary, 
and I learned Latin. I understood, also, tliart there were good 
books of the same kind in French ; I bought a dictionary, and 
I learned French. And this, my lord, is what I have done : 
it seems to me, that we may learn everything when we know 
the twenty-four letters of the alphabet." Under the duke's 
patronage, Stone rose to be a very considerable mathemar 
tician. 

Attainments, Early. — ^When Sir William Jones was but a 
youth, he was regarded as almost a miracle of industry and 
attainments. He used to relate, that when he was only three 
or four years of age, if he applied to his mother, a woman ,of 
uncommon intelligence and acquirements, for information, 
her constant answer to him was, '^ Read, and you will know." 
He thus acquired a passion for books, which only grew in 
strength with increasing years. Even at school, his voluntary 
exertions exceeded in amoimt his prescribed tasks; so that 
Dr. Thackeray, one of his masters, used to say, that he was 
a boy of so active a mind, that if he were left naked and 
friendless on Salisbury Flam, he would, nevertheless, find the 
road to fame and riches. At this time he was frequently in 
the habit of devoting whole nights to study, when he would 
generally take cofiee or tea to keep ofi* sleep. Even then, 
merely to divert his leisure, he commenced the study of the 
law ; and it is related, that he would often amuse and sur- 
prise his mother's legal acquaintances, by putting cases to 
them from an abridgment of Coke's Listitutes, which he had 
read and mastered. The extraordinary eminence to which 
he attained, in learning and excellence, has been well shown 



24 ANBCDOTES FOB THE FAMILY. 

in the memoir of his life, written by the late Lord Teign- 
mouth. 

Attainments, Eablt. — When the late distinguished Robert 
Hall was about six years of age, on starting from home on 
the Monday, it was his practice to take with him two or three 
books from his father's library, that he might read them in 
the intervals between the school hours. The books he selected 
were not those of mere amusement, but such as required deep 
and serious thought. The works of Jonathan Edwards, for 
example, were among his favorites ; and .it is an ascertained 
fact, that, before he was nine years of age, he had perused and 
reperused, with* intense interest, the treatises of that profound 
and extraordinary thinker, " on the AflFections," and " on the 
Will." About the same time he read, with a like interest, 
"Butler's Analogy." He used to ascribe his early predilec- 
tion for this class of studies, in great measure, to his intimate 
association, in mere childhood, with a tailor, one of his father's 
congregation, a very shrewd, well informed man, and an acute 
metaphysician. Before he was ten years old, he had written 
many essays, principally on religious subjects; and often 
invited his brothers and sisters to hear him preach. 

Attainments, Early. — The facts connected with the early 
life of Benjamin West, who rose to be the first painter of his 
day, can not but be interesting. The first six years of his life 
passed away in calm tmiformity, leaving only the placid re- 
membrance of enjoyment. In the month of June, 1745, one 
of his sisters, who was married, came with her infant daughter 
to spend a few days at her father's. When the child was 
asleep in the cradle, Mrs. West invited her daughter to gather 
flowers in the garden, and committed the infant to the care 
of Benjamin during their absence, giving him a fan to drive 
away the flies from molesting his little charge. After some 
time the chUd happened to smile in its sleep, and its beauty 
attracted his attention. He looked at it with pleasure which 
he had never before experienced, and observing some paper 
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on a table, together with pens, and red and black ink, he 
seized them with agitation, and endeavored to delineate a poiv 
trait; although at this period he had scarcely ever seen au 
engraving or a picture, and was only in the seventh year of 
his age. 

Hearing the approach of his mother and sister, he endeav- 
ored to conceal what he had been doing; but the old lady 
observing hi? confusion, inquired what he was about, and 
requested him to show her the paper. He obeyed, entreating 
her not to be angry. Mrs. West, after looking at the drawing 
witli evident pleasure, said to her daughter, " I declare he has 
made a likeness of little Sally ;" and kissed him with much 
fondness and satisfaction. This encouraged him to say, fhat 
if it woi^ld give her any pleasure, he would make pictures of 
the flowers which she held in her hand ; for the instinct of his 
genius was now awakened, and he felt that he could imitate 
the forms of those things which pleased his sight. 

Long after this period, Benjamin had no pencil with which 
to produce his paintings ; but having been told that in Europe 
pencils were made of camel's hair, he determined to procure 
a substitute ; and seizing upon a black cat kept in the family, 
he extracted the requisite quantity of hairs from her tail for 
his first brush, and afterward pillaged her back for others. 

Such was the conunencement of a series of labors, which 
raised West to be a favorite even with his sovereign. 

Attainments, High, not always Earlt. — ^William Bilder- 
dyck, admired as the first poet that modem Holland has 
produced, and not less distinguished by the other brilliant 
qualities of his mind, did not in, his childhood seem to show 
any happy disposition for study. His father, who formed an* 
unfavorable opinion of his talents, was much distressed, and 
frequently reproached him in severe terms, for his inattention 
and idleness ; which young Bilderdyck did not appear duly to 
regard. In 1779, his father, with a newspaper in his hand, 
came to stimulate him by showing the advertisement of a 
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prize offered by the Society of Leyden, and decreed to the 
author of a piece of poetry signed with these words^ ^^An 
author eighteen years old ; " who was invited to make himself 
known. " You ought to blush, idler," said old Mr. Bilder- 
dyck to his son ; ^^here is a boy who is only of your age, and 
though so young, is the pride and happiness of his parents ; 
and you — " "It is myself," answered yoimg William, 
throwing himself into his father's arms. 

Ayabice. — ^In the year 1762, an extraordinary instance of 
ararice and peculation occurred in France. M. Foscue, one 
of the farmers-general of Languedoc, had amassed an immense 
fortune by grinding the faces of the poor, and by ev^ means, 
however base and cruel, that could increase his ill-gotten store. 
This man was ordered by the government to advance a con- 
siderable sum of money, but excused himself from compljdng 
with the order on the plea of poverty. Fearing, however, 
that some of the inhabitants of the province, among whom he 
was very unpopular, should give information to the contrary, 
and his house should be searched, he determined to hide his 
money in a way which might elude examination. He dug in 
his wine-cellar a cave, large and deep, into which he descended 
by a ladder ; at the door of which was a spring lock, which, 
on shutting the door, would fasten of itself. Soon after this, 
M. Foscue disappeared. Diligent search was made for him ; 
the ponds were dragged ; and every imaginable method taken 
to find him, but in vain. A few months after, the house was 
sold, and the workmen beginning to repair it, they discovered 
a door in the cellar with a key in the lock. The owner 
ordered it to be opened, and on gomg down, they discovered 
|M. Foscue Ijring dead on the ground, with a candlestick near 
him ; and on a farther search, they found the vast wealth he had 
amassed. It was supposed, tliat when he went into his cave, 
the door, by some accident, shut after him; and thus, being 
out of the call of any person, he perished for want of food, and 
had even gnawed the flesh off both his arms for subsistence. 
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Such was fhe wretched end of this oppressive miser, who died 
in the midst of the immense treasure he had collected, which 
he neither enjoyed himself, nor would bestow on others. 
What are the riches of the world, improperly used ? What 
is their value without the favor of God with them ? 

Avarice, and its End. — A. wealthy but niggardly gentle- 
man was waited on by the advocates of a charitable institution, 
for which they solicited his aid, reminding him of the divine 
declaration; Proy. xix. 17 : " He that hath pity on the poor, 
lendeth unto the Lord ; and that which he hath given will He 
pay him again." To this he profanely replied, " The security, 
no doubt, is good, and the interest liberal ; but I can not give 
such long credit." Poor rich man ! the day of payment was 
much nearer than he anticipated. Not a fortnight had elapsed 
from his refusing to honor this claim of Ood upqn his sub- 
stance, before he received a summons with which he could 
not refuse to comply. It was : " This night thy soul shall be 
required of thee ; then whose shall those things be which thou 
hast provided ? " 

Avarice, and its Punishment. — ^The only sailor who per- 
ished in the Kent Indiaman, was present in the hold very 
shortly after the commencement of the fire which destroyed 
the vessel, when, availing himself of the confusion, he hast- 
ened to the cabin of the second mate, forced open a desk, and 
took from thence four hundred sovereigns, which he rolled up 
in a handkerchief and tied roimd his waist ; but in attempting 
to leap into one of the boats, he fell short, and the weight of 
his spoils caused him immediately to sink ! Unhappy sailor ! 
of what avail were his four hundred sovereigns when he lifted 
up his eyes in an eternal world, and stood before the righteous 
Judge as a self-convicted robber ? What if he had gained the 
whole world, and could have put it round him ? it would only 
have sunk him deeper and quicker into the bottomless pit. 
How many millions of immortal souls have gone down to this 
abyss, loaded with ill-gotten wealth ! 
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ALLOOI^S.— The first balloon that 
' ever astended, ■went up from Paris, 
in 178:i. It rose about a mile, and 
^ ascfiit was witnessed by crowds 
j^ of poojile. At one time it was hoped 
I tliat lialloons might subserve some 
L.impnitant purpose, either of science 
s ti means of mpid traveling ; but, for the 
"I most part, they have thus Ua servecl no other 
end but to gratify an idle curiosity. 
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Bankbttpt, the Honest. — ^Dr. Franklin relates the anecdote * 
of a Mr. Denham, who having failed in business, compounded 
with his creditors for a small portion of their debts ; but after- 
ward, being prospered in business, he invited them all to an 
entertainment, where each of them found, under his plate, the 
full amount of the debt originally due him, including both 
principal and interest. 

Beggar, THE, and the Quaeeb. — ^A benevolent Quaker, 
being asked by a beggar for either money or work, replied, 
" Friend, I do not know what I can give thee to do ! Let me 
see ; thou mayest take my wood in the yard up stairs, and I 
will give thee half a dollar." This the poor man was glad to 
do ; and when the job was finished, he came, saying the work 
was done, and asking if there was not something else for him 
to do. "Why, friend, let me consider," said the Quaker. 
" Oh yes : thou mayest take the wood down again, and I will 
give thee another half-dollar ! " 

Benevolence. — ^* Benevolence of spirit, going out in doing 
good to others," says Sir Philip Sidney, " is the only certain 
happiness of man's life on earth." 

Benevolence, poroetpul op Self. — ^During the days of the 
Commonwealth, the celebrated John Howe, one of Cromwell's 
chaplains, was often applied to by men of all parties, for pro- 
tection ; nor did he refuse liia influence to any on account of 
difference of religious opinion. One day the Protector said 
to him, " Mr. Howe, you have asked favors for everybody but 
yourself; pray when does your turn come?" He replied, 
" My turn, my Lord Protector, is always come, when I can 
serve another." A noble answer, and worthy of himself ! 

Benevolence, in Death. — ^When Sir Philip Sidney had 
received his death-wound in battle, and was overcome with 
thirst from. excessive bleeding, he called for water, which was 
soon brought to him. Just then, a poor soldier, dangerously 
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wounded, was carried along, who fixed his eager eyes upon the 
bottle which Sir Philip was just raising to his lips. Sir Philip, 
without himself tasting, immediately presented it to him, say- 
ingy ^^ Thy necessity is greater than mine." 

Benevolence, ns own Reward. — ^When Cato was drawing 
near to the close of life, he declared that the greatest comfort 
of his old age, and that which gave him the highest satisfac- 
tion, was the pleasing remembrance of the many benefits and 
firiendly offices he had done to others. To see them happy 
through his instrumentality, made him so. 

Benevolence, op a Widow. — ^A minister of New York, col- 
lecting some funds for a benevolent object, called one morn- 
ing at the house of six excellent woman, a widow, who had 
recently lost by death, a pious and beloved daughter. As her 
circumstances were narrow, little was expected from her. 
Indeed he called upon her chiefly to testify his respect, and 
to avoid the imputatidh of either forgetting her person, or 
despising her mite. To his great surprise, however, when 
his 'errand was made Imown, she presented to him, with 
much promptness and cordiality, a sum which, for her, was 
very large ; so large, indeed, that he felt and expressed some 
scruples about accepting it. She put an end to the difficulty, 
by saying, with much decision, ^^ You must take it all : I had 
laid it up as a portion for my daughter, and I am determined 
that He who has my daughter, shall have her portion too." 

Benevolence, of Mb. Cobb. — ^Mr. N. R. Cobb, a Christian 
merchant of Boston, was one of those few noble-hearted men 
of wealth, who live rather to do good than to hoard up prop- 
erty. Early in life he resolved never to be worth more than 
fifty thousand dollars : to give one-fourth of all his profits to 
charitable and religious uses ; if worth twenty thousand dol- 
lars, to give one-hsdf ; if worth thirty thousand, to give three- 
fourths ; and if worth fifty thousand, to give all his profits to 
the same ends. And in this spirit and practice, his life, though 
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short, was one of great usefulness, and a rich blessing to mul- 
titudes whom he aided in the world. 

Beneyolencb, op Pinlet. — ^^ It is true I have but little to 
give," said Dr. Finley to an agent who was asking aid to 
build a church in a destitute region ; ^^ but I consider it a 
privilege and an honor, so far as the Lord allows, to have 
something, if it be but a single nail, in every edifice going up 
for Christ." 

Benevolence, of Mrs. Obahah. — ^Mrs. Isabella Graham 
made it a rule, to appropriate a tenth part of her income to 
charitable and pious purposes. Having, by & sale of land, 
made a profit of a thousand pounds, and so large a profit 
being new to her, " Quick, quick," she cried, " let me appropri- 
ate the tenth before my heart grows hard!" What distrust 
of seK! What fidelity in duty, and to her stewardship ! 

Benevolence, op Ladt Huntingdon. — ^Lady Huntingdon, 
with an income of only some twelve hundred pounds, did 
much for the cause of religion. She erected chapels, aided * 
ministers, and was constantly doing good to the poor. A 
minister and a gentleman from the country having once called 
on her, the latter, when he came out, exclaimed, " What a 
lesson ! Can a person of noble birth and nursed in the lap 
of luxury, live in such a house, so meanly furnished, and 
shall I be surrounded with luxury and elegance ? Henceforth 
I shall hate my house, my furniture, and myself, for spending 
so little for Gk)d, and so much in folly ! " 

BHararvoLENCB, OP Obeblin. — ^The well known Oberlin, read- 
ing one day about the tithes required of the Jews under the 
Mosaic system, was so struck as to resolve, from that moment, 
to devote three-tenths of all he possessed to the service of 
God and the poor. The resolution was no sooner made than 
put into execution, for whatever Oberlin conceived to be his 
duty to do, he conscientiously and without delay set about 
doing it. From that period to the end of his life, even during 
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the most calamitous seasons of the reyolution, he fidthfully 
adhered to his plan, and often said he abounded in wealth ! 

Benevolence, of the Duchess of Yentadoub. — ^During a 
scarcity, nearly ^preaching to famine, which prevailed in 
France, produced by the dreadful severity of the preceding 
winter, the Duchess of Yentadour, who had, on account of 
her exemplary character, been appointed governess of the 
infant king, Louis XY., not only gave away all her revenue, 
but, in addition to this, borrowed 80,00<rfrancs to relieve the 
poor. Her steward remonstrated with herf saying, that she 
passed all the bounds of prudence; but she meekly replied: 
" Let us give always, and even borrow, while it is necessary, 
to save the poor from death ; we shall never want, neither I 
nor my &mily ; in my station there is no great hardship in 
trusting to Providence." 

Benevolence, OP Thomas Mann. — ^While it is gratifying to 
see Christian excellences displayed by all ranks of persons, it 
is peculiarly pleasing to see them shown by the lower classes. 
Thomas Mann obtained the whole of his money as a sculler 
on the river Thames, in which occupation Gk)d prospered him. 
Here he showed great liberality. We are assured that many 
instances of his kindness were so literally done in secret, that 
they were never known beyond the objects whom they bene- 
fited. His charity was so universal, so constantly and ^ daily 
practiced, that the detail of it would be as monotonous as it 
was imcei^ing: a few anecdotes only will be related, and a 
few of the methods detailed, by which, with all humility, he 
"let his light shine before men," and by which those who 
come after may be led to " glorify his Father which is in 
heaven." He gave liberally after charity sermoni^, and always 
lamented seeing persons pass the plate without contributing. 
"They love a cheap gospel," he would say. He had not 
courage to enter a place of worship at which he was unaccus- 
tomed to attend, unless the sermon was to be followed by a 
collection; "And then," said he, "I can enter boldly." Be- 
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tween the hours of service, he would often walk up and down 
the streets, instead of going home; and if he saw any persons 
who seemed to su£fer silent distress, he would accost them in 
a kind manner, inquire into their circumstances, and admin- 
ister relief where it seemed to be required. For this ptirpose 
he always put a quantity of silver into his pockets on Sunday 
mornings. He used to say that when we have enough for 
ourselves, we ought still to continue our business that we 
may have to give to others. He frequently purchased boats 
for poor watermen with families, or parted with his own when 
half worn out, sometimes receiving payment from them by 
installments, according to their ability. He never prosecuted 
for the recovery of a debt, or received interest upon any sum 
borrowed of him. Equally frequent were the cases in which 
he relieved the aged and infirm, by little weekly stipends, as 
a method of adding to their comforts ; the occasionally dis- 
tressed, by sums of money proportioned to the emergency of 
ihoir circumstances ; those who were out of work, by employ- 
ing them and paying them for what he gave them to do. In 
this manner he furnished a poor man, who asked alms at his 
door, with a quantity of religious tracts, one of which he was 
to leave at every house in the neighborhood, and then remun- 
erated him for his trouble. Sometimes his stock of matches, 
bought of the poor, would so accimiidate, that he would 
furnish the baskets of other necessitous persons frt)m his store. 
He was once seen going up to a poor boy, who sat by the side 
of Tower Hill, and after wiping his naked feet with a hand- 
kerchief, putting on them a new pair of shoes and stockings, 
which he had provided for the purpose. Many, whom he 
assisted with articles to sell in the street, were so struck with 
his generosity, as to declare they could not trouble him any 
more: some, for whom he had procured employment, would 
wait on him to return thanks for the comfortable drcumstan- 
oes in which they found themselves placed. He was in the 
habit of giving half a crown at a time to poor industrious 
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men, remarking, that it was to get them something to eat for 
the morrow. This he was accustomed to do on a Saturday 
night: according as God had prospered him, he was able to 
distribute ; and the -gift was calculated to remind poor persons 
of the approaching Sabbath, and lead them to prepare for it. 

Beneyolengb, Peompt. — ^The benevolent Dr. Wilson once 
discovered a clergyman at Bath, who, he was informed, was 
sick, poor, and had a numerous family. In the evening he 
gave a friend fifty pounds, requesting him to deliver it in the 
most delicate manner, and as from an imknown person. The 
friend said, ^' I will wait upon him early in the morning.'' 
^^ You will oblige me, sir, by calling directly. Think of what 
importance a good night's rest may be to that poor man." 

Benevolence, Prompt in Advebsitt. — ^The late Mr. Thorn- 
ton was applied to, by a respectable clergyman, for some 
pecimiary assistance. Mr. Thornton having listened to his 
story, immediately gave him a draft for fifteen pounds. Whilst 
the grateful clergyman was still with him, the post letters 
arrived, and Mr. Thornton begged him not to go till he should 
see if he had received any news which might interest him. 
He began, accordingly, to read one of his letters, and, after a 
considerable pause, said to his friend: ^^.Here is a letter con- 
vejring bad news indeed : I have lost a very valuable ship, and 
certainly my loss can not be less than X 20,000. You must 
return me that draft, my dear sir ; and to prove that I do not 
deceive you, read the letter which I have just received." 
What could the poor clergyman do? He recalled to mind 
the condition of his starving and sickly wife and children, 
and anticipated the grievous disappointment which his return- 
ing firom Mr. Thornton without assistance would occasion. 
However, with a heavy heart, he handed the draft to Mr. T., 
r and betook himself to read the letter, by way of concealing 
his distressed countenance. He soon perceived the loss was 
even greater than Mr. T. had mentioned, and all his hopes 
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died away. In the mean time Mr. Thornton had been writing, 
and when the letter was returned to him, he said : ^^ You see, 
my dear sir, how unpleasantly I am situated ; however, here 
is another paper which I desire you will put in your pocket. 
The poor, hopeless clergyman took it, and opening it, found 
a draft for fifty pounds. He looked at Mr. T., as if doubting 
the evidence of his senses; but Mr. T. replied: ^^ My dear sir, 
as the Almighty seems determined to deprive me of that 
wealth which he gave, and which he has so good a right to 
take away, I must be speedy, therefore, to give while it is in 
my possession." 

Benevolence, bewabded, and the Want of rr punished. — 
Some years ago, a poor lad came to London, in search of a 
situation as errand-boy; he made many unsuccessful applicsr 
tions, and was on the eve of returning to his parents, when a 
gentleman, being prepossessed by his appearance, took him 
into his employment, and after a few months, bound him 
apprentice. He so conducted himself during his apprentice- 
ship, as to gain the esteem of every one who knew him ; apd 
after he had served his time, his master advanced a capital 
for him to commence business. He retired to his closet with 
a heart glowing with gratitude to his Maker for his goodness, 
and there solemnly vowed that he would devote a tenth part 
of his annual income to the service of God. The first year 
his donation amounted to ten pounds, which he gave cheer- 
folly, and continued to do so till it amounted to £500. Be 
then thought that was a great deal of money to give, and 
that he need not be so particular as to the exact amount: 
that year he lost a ship and cargo to the value of £15,000 by 
a storm! This caused him to repent, and he again comr 
menoed his contributions with a resolution never to retract; 
he was more successful every year, and at length retired. 
He then devoted a tenth part of his annual income for several 
years, till he became acquainted with a party of worldly men, 
who by degrees drew him aside firom God: he discontinued 
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his donations, made large specnlationSy lost eyerythmg, and 
became almoet as poor as when he first arrived in London as 
an errand-boy. '^ There is/' saith Solomon, ^' that Bcatftereth, 
and jet increaseth ; and there is that withholdeth more than 
is meet, but it tendeth to poverty/' 

Benevolence, Self-Denial fob the Sake of. — ^The benev- 
olent John Howard, well known for his philanthropy, especially 
his attention to prisoners, having settled his accounts at the 
dose of' a particular year, and found a balance in his favor, 
proposed to his wife to make use of it in a journey to London, 
or in any other excursion she chose. '^ What a pretty cot- 
tage for a poor family it would build!" was her answer. 
This charitable hint met with his cordial approbation, and the 
money was laid out accordingly. ' « 

Benevolence, Self-Denial fob the Sake of. — Jn the year 
1776, the Bev. John Wesley received the following letter, in 
consequence of a recent resolution of the government, that 
circulars should be sent to all persons who were suspected of 
having plate, on which they had not paid the duty : ^^ Bever- 
end sir : As the commissioners can not doubt that you have 
plate for which you have hitherto neglected to make an entry, 
they have directed me to send you a copy of the lords' order, 
and to inform you that they expect that you forthwith make 
the entry of all your plate, such entry to bear date from the 
commencement of the plate duty, or from such time as you 
have owned, used, had, or kept any quantity of silver plate, 
diargeable by the act of parliament ; as in default thereof, 
the board will be obliged to signify your refusal to their 
lordships. 

^^ N. B. An immediate answer is desired." 

Mr. Wesley replied as follows: ^^ Si^, I have two silver tea- 
spoons at London, and two at Bristol: this is all the plate 
which I have at present; iand I shall not buy any more while 
so many around me want bread. I am sir, your most humble 
servant, John Wbslbt." 
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Perhaps there never was a more charitable man than John 
Wesley. His liberality knew no bounds but an empty pocket. 
He gave away, not merely a certain part of his income, but 
all that he had : his own wants being provided for, he devoted 
all the rest to the necessities of others. He entered upon this 
good work at a very early period. We are told that when he 
had thirty pounds a year, he lived on twenty-eight, and gave 
away forty shillings. The next year, receiving sixty pounds, 
he still lived on twenty-eight, and gave away two and thirty. 
The third year he received ninety pounds, and gave away 
sixty-two. The fourth year he received one hundred and 
twenty pounds. Still he lived on twenty-eight, and gave to 
the poor ninety*two. During the rest of his life he lived 
economically; and in the course of fifty years, it has been 
supposed, he gave away more than thirty thousand pounds. 

Benevolence, Self-Denial of the Oreenlandebs fob the 
Sake of. — ^In the early period of the Moravian mission to 
Greenland, the Christian natives were told of the sufferings 
of an Indian congregation in Pennsylvania, which had been 
deeply afflicted and bereaved by losses and sickness. They 
were deeply affected, and at once commenced efforts for their 
relief. One said, " I have a fine deer-skin, that I will give;" 
another, ^' And I a pair of new boots ; " and another, ^^ I will 
send a seal, that they may have something to eat and to bum." 
And all seemed to vie with each other, in seeing who could 
do most for the distant but suffering strangers. Their hearts, 
which by nature which were shut up by avarice, were opened 
by the grace and love of Christ. 

Benevolence, the xobe TiTbtoial xtndeb Lobbes. — ^A wealthy 
merchant having lost some JC1,500 by a single shipwreck, 
ordered his clerk to distribute £100 among the poor and des- 
titute; ''For," said he, ''if my fortune is going, £1,500 at a 
lump, it is high time to make sore of some part of it before 
it is gone!" 
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Beneyolence, the Pleasure of. — One of Bishop Buinef 8 
parishioners being in great distress, applied to him for assist- 
ance. The prelate requested to know what would serre him, 
and reinstate him in his trade. The man named the sum, 
and Burnet told the servant to give it to him. '^ Sir," said 
the servant, ^' it is all that we have in the house." " Well, 
give it to this poor man ; jou do not know the pleasure there 
is in making a man glad." 

Benevolence, the True Spirtt of. — ^It is related of the 
excellent conmientator, Matthew Henry, that he enforced upon 
himself and others, sentiments calculated to promote a chari- 
table disposition. ^' We lose," said he, ^^ what we save. With- 
holding that which is meet, tends to spiritual poverty, the 
worst of all husbandry. It is ^ like grudging seed to the 
ground." As occasion served, he plainly pointed out the 
great evil of covetousness. Sometimes he urged upon all 
around him their exposure to that sin, and advised them to 
suspect themselves guilty of it. " We are born," said he, 
"with the world in our hearts." Noticing that many think 
themselves free from covetousness because they are content 
with what they have, he added, in allusion to the parable, 
" So was that fool." In the exercise of a benevolent temper, 
this good man resembled Him who " maketh his sun to rise 
on the evil and on the good, and sendeth rain on the just and 
on the unjust." Like the children of the Highest, therefore, 
he was "kind to the unthankful, and to the evil." After 
lending seven guineas to obtain a discharge of the son of a 
poor friend, who had enlisted in the army, he observed, that 
many reasons offered themselves why he should have aban- 
doned him; but, in the spirit of genuine Christianity, he 
added, " The mercy of God to me, a provoking, backsliding 
sinner, answered them all. God doth not cut them off, though, 
by their iniquity, they have sold themselves." 

Benevolence, to the STRANOEtt. — Some years ago, a pious 
widow in America, who was reduced to great poverty, had 
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jort placed the last smoked herring on her table, to supply 
her hunger and that of her children, when a rap was heard at 
the door, and a stranger solicited a lodj^g and a morsel of 
food, saying, that he had not tasted bread for twenty-four 
hours. The widow did not hesitate, but offered a share to the 
stranger, saying, ^^ We shall not be forsaken, or suffer deeper 
for an act of charity." The traveler drew near the table ; 
but when he saw the scanty fare, filled with astonishment, he 
said, ^^ And is this all your store ? And do you offer a share 
to one you do not know? Then I never saw charity before! 
But, madam, do you not wrong your children, by giving a 
part of your last morsel to a stranger?" ^^Ah," said the 
widow, weeping, " I have a boy, a darling son, somewhere on 
the &ce of the wide world, unless Heaven has taken him 
away ; and I only act toward you as I would that others 
should act toward him. Grod, who sent manna from heaven, 
can i^ovide for us as he did for Israel ; and how should I this 
night offend him, if my son should be a wanderer, destitute 
as you, and he should have provided for him a home, even as 
poor as this, were I to turn you unrelieved away!" The 
widow stopped, and the stranger, springing from his seat, 
clasped her in his arms : '^ Gk)d, indeed, has provided just 
such a home for your wandering son, and has given him 
wealth to reward the goodness of his benefactress. My mother! 
Oh my mother! " It was indeed her long-lost son, returned 
from India. He had chosen this way to surprise his family, 
and certainly not very wisely; but never was surprise more 
complete, or more joyful. He was able to make the family 
comfortable, which he immediately did ; the mother living for 
some years longer, in the enjoyment of plenty. 

Benevolence, the Want of bepboved. — ^A poor boy 
applied fpr alms at the house of an avaricious rector, who 
was far more ready to give advice than money to those who 
applied to him, and received only a miserable, moldy crust. 
Hie rector then asked the boy if he could say the Lord's 
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prayer, and was answered in the negative. ^' Then," said he, 
" I wiU teach it to you." " Our Father V '^ Our Fatter! *• 
said the boy, ^4s he mp father as well as yours?** ** Yes, 
certainly," said the other. ^^Then," replied the boy, '^how 
could you give your poor brother^ this ndserable, moldy crust 
ofbreadtoeat?" 

Benevolence, well named. — ^A little girl in Yorkshire, 
England, living in a neighborhood where water was scarce, 
saved as much rain-water as she could, and sold it to the 
washerwomen at a cent a bucket; and by this means obtained 
nearly five dollars for'the Church Missionary Society. When 
she brought her contribution to the secretary, she did not 
wish her name attached to it; but he told her that it must be 
recorded as coming from some one. ^^ Call it then," said she, 
^^ rain from heaven.** 

Benevolence, where rr puts Propbrtt. — ^When a gentle- 
man who had been accustomed lo ^ve away money by the 
thousands of dollars, was asked by his presumptive heir, 
where his properly was to be found, he replied, "In the pock- 
ets of the indigent and laid up in heaven." 

Bible, a Bulb of Life. — Some years ago, a motion was 
made in the House of Commons for raising and embodying 
the militia, and, for the purpose of saving time, to exercise 
them on the Sabbath. When the resolution was about to 
pass, an old gentleman stood up, and said, " Mr. Speaker, I 
have one objection to make to this: I believe in an old book 
called the Bible." The members looked at one another, and 
the motion was dropped. 

Bible, a, the Means of saving Life. — ^A gentleman, at 
Portsea, had tried many ways to turn his son-in-law from a 
dreadful career of vice, but in vain ; for he became the more 
enraged against the venerable man, because he would not 
relieve him from the difficulties into which he had brought 
himself by his wickedness. He formed the dreadful resolu- 
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Hxm of shooting his father, and for that purpose he one day 
waylaid him on his return home. As the old gentleman 
stepped out of a boat, his son-in-law, standing on the beach, 
fired a loaded pistol at him. But the father, who could have 
no pleasure in his son, had a treasure in his Bible, which he 
generally carried about with him. His Bible being at this 
time in his breast-pocket, the ball that was designed for his 
hearty lodged in the book; and thus his life was saved; but 
his son-in-law was hanged. 

Bible, the Means of saying not only Body, but Soul.— r 
Samuel Proctor was trained up faithfully by Christian parents, 
and in early life was often the subject of serious impressions. 
He afterward enlisted as a soldier in the first regiment of foot- 
guards, and was made a grenadiei'. Notwithstanding this, 
the impressions made upon his mind continued ; and the fear 
of the Lord, as a guardian-angel, attended him through the 
changing scenes of life. There were a few in the regiment 
who met for pious and devotional exercises : he cast in his lot 
among them, and always carried a small Bible in one pocket, 
and his hymn-book in the other. He took part in the struggle 
on the plains of Waterloo, in the year 1815. In the evening 
of June 16th, in the tremendous conflict on that day, his regi- 
ment was ordered to dislodge the French from a wood, of 
which they had taken possession, and from which they annoyed 
the allied army. While thus engaged, he was thrown a dis- 
tance of four or five yards by a force on his hip, for which he 
could not account at the time ; but, when he came to examine 
his Bible, he saw, with overwhelming gratitude to the Pre- 
server of his life, what it was that had thus driven him. A 
musket-ball had struck his hip where his Bible rested in his 
pocket, and penetrated nearly half through that sacred book. 
All who saw the ball, said that it would undoubtedly have 
killed him, had it not been for the Bible, which served as a 
shield. The Bible was kept as a sacred treasure, and laid up 
in his house, like the sword of Goliath in the tabernacle. 
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*^That Bible," said Proctor, ^^has twice saved me instni- 
xnentallj — firom darkness and condenmation, and from tbe 
shot of the French at the battle of Waterloo. It was the first 
Bible I ever had of my own; and I will keep it as long as I 
Uve." 

Bible, and Beza. — ^It is related of Beza, one of the reform- 
ers, that when he was old, and could not recollect the names 
of persons and things he had heard but a few minutes before, 
he could remember ^d repeat the epistles of St. Paul, which 
he had committed to memory when he was young. 

Bible, and Collins. — Collins, the poet, in the latter part 
of his life withdrew from his general studies, and traveled 
with no other book than the English New Testament. A 
friend, anxious to know what companions a man of letters had 
chosen, asked him respecting the volumes he always had with 
him. " I have only one book," said the poet, ^^ but that is the 
best of books." ^ 

Bible, and Count Oxenstein. — ^It is stated^by the celebrated 
William Penn, that Count Oxenstein, chancellor of Sweden, 
being visited, in his retreat from public business, by com- 
missioner Whitlock, ambassador from England to Queen 
Christiana, in the conclusion of their discourse, he said to the 
ambassador : ^^ I have seen much, and enjoyed much of this 
world; but I never knew how to live till now. I thank my 
good God, who has given me time to know him, and likewise 
myself. All the comfort I have, and all the comfort I take, 
and which is more than the whole world can give, is the 
kn6wledge of (rod's love in my heart, and the reading in this 
blessed book," laying his hand on the Bible. " You are now," 
he continued, '^ in the prime of your age and vigor, and in 
great favor and business ; but this will all leave you, and you 
will one day better understand and relish what I say to you: 
then you will find tlytt there is more wisdom, truth, comfort 
and pleasure, in retiring and turning your heart from the 
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vorld, in the good Spirit of God, and in reading his sacred 
word, than in all the courts and favors of princes." 

Bible, and Daniel Webster. — ^To a friend, the late Daniel 
Webster once said : ^^I have read through the entire Bible 
many times. I now make a practice to go through it once a 
year. It is the book of all others for lawyers, as well as for 
divines ; and I pity the man that can not find in it a rich sup- 
ply of thought and of rules for his conduct. It fits man for 
life ; it prepares him for death." 

Bible, and Db. Buchanan. — ^Dr. Buchanan, in a conversar 
tion he had with a friend, a short time before his death, was 
describing the minute pains he had been taking with the 
proofs and revisions of the Syriac Testament, every page of 
which passed imder his eye five times before it was finally sent 
to press. He said, he had expected beforehand that this 
process would have proved irksome to him, but that every 
fresh perusal of the sacred page seemed to unvail new beauties. 
Here he stopped, and burst into tears. ^^ Do not be alarmed," 
said he to his friend, as soon as he recovered himself; ^^ I could 
not suppress the emotion I felt, as I recollected the delight it 
pleased QoA to afibrd me in the reading of his word." 

Bible, and Fibheb Ames. — ^The eloquent Fisher Ames was 
ardently attached to the Bible, and deeply lamented that it 
was not used in all the schools of the land, both on account 
of the purity of its language, and the all-important truths it 
contains. "No man," said he, "will ever become truly 
eloquent without being a reader of the Bible, and an admirer 
of the purity and sublimity of its language ; " and no man, he 
might have added, will ever become truly good, without obey- 
ing its teachings, and trusting in the Saviour it makes known. 

Bible and Fbanklin. — ^At the time when the celebrated 
Dr. Franklin lay upon his deathrbed, he was visited by a 
young man who had a great respect for his judgment in all 
things; and having entertained doubts as to flie truth of- the 
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Scriptures, he ihought that this awful period afforded a soita* 
ble opportunity of consulting the doctor on this important 
subject. Accordingly, he introduced it in a solemn and 
weighty manner, inquiring of Franklin what were his senti- 
Inents as to the truth of the Scriptures. On the question 
being put, although he was in a very weak state, and near his 
decease, he replied : ^^ Young man, my advice to you is, that 
you cultivate an acquaintance with, and a firm belief in, the 
Holy Scriptures: this is your certain interest." 

Bible, and Jakes Hervet. — ^This excellent man, writmg 
to a Mend, very shortly before his death, says: "Were I to 
enjoy Hezekiah's grant, and have fifteen years added to my 
li^e, I would be much more fi:^quent in my applications to the 
throne of grace : we sustain a mighty loss by reading so much, 
and praying so little. Were I to renew my studies, I would 
take my leave of those accomplished triflers, the historians, 
the orators, the poets of antiquity; and devote my attention 
to the Scriptures of truth. I would sit with much greater 
assiduity at my Divine Master's feet, and desire to know 
nothing but Jesus Christ, and him crucified. This wisdom, 
whose fruits are everlasting salvation after death, I would 
explore through the spacious and delightful fields of the Old 
and New Testaments." 

Bible, and King Alfred. — ^King Alfred the Great, encoun- 
tered many difficulties in obtaining scriptural knowledge, 
which we have never experienced, and manifested an attach- 
ment to the sacred volume not often seen now. In those dark 
ages, learning was considered rather a reproach than an honor 
to a prince. In addition to which, his kingdom, for many 
years, was the seat of incessant war. Notwithstanding all 
this, Alfred found opportunity, not only to read the word of 
Gk>d, but actually to copy out all the Psalms of David, which 
book he constantiy carried in his bosom. That he profited 
gresNly from reading the Scriptures is no matter of surprise^ 



ANBOPOTES FOB THl FAMILY. 46 

when we learn, that, after the example of David, he earnestly 
sought divine teaching, and prayed that the Lord would open 
his eyes, that he might imderstand his law. He frequently 
entered the churches secretly in the night for prayer; and 
there lamented, with sighs, the want of more acquaintance 
with divine wisdom. Having drunk into the spirit of the 
Bible, and experienced the rich consolation it affords, in set- 
ting before the burdened sinner a free and full salvation in 
Jesus, he naturally felt anxious to communicate the blessing 
to others : he therefore commenced a translation of the Psalms ' 
into Anglo-Saxon, but did not live to finish it. 

Bible, and Ejno Edward Yl.^Some interesting anecdotes 
connected with the youthful days of this excellent prince, have 
been, preserved. When engaged with some companions in 
amusements suitable for his age, he wished to take down 
something from a shelf above his reach. One of his playfellows 
offered him a large book to stand upon ; but, perceiving it to 
be a Bible, King Edward refused such assistance with indig- 
nation, and reproved the offerer, adding, it was unfit that he 
should trample under his feet that which he ought to treasure 
up in his head and heart. 

At the coronation of this monarch, which was on February 
20th, 1546, he being then only nine years old, when three 
swords were brought, as signs of his being king of three king- 
doms, he said there was one yet wanting. And when the 
nobles about him asked him what that was, he answered, 
" The Bible ! " " That book," added he, « is the sword of the 
Spirit, and to be preferred before these swords. That in all 
right ought to govern us, who use the sword, by God's ap» 
pointment, for the people's safety. He who rules without the 
Bible, is not to be called Gh)d's minister, or a king. Under 
that we ought to live, to fight, to govern the people, and to 
perform all our affairs. From that alone we obtain all power, 
virtue, grace, salvation, and whatsoever we have of divine 
strength." ^ 
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When the pious young king had said this^ he, with the 
greatest reverence, commanded the Bible to be brought and 
carried before him. 

Bible, and Locke. — ^The celebrated John Locke being 
asked what was the surest way for a young man to attain a 
true knowledge of the Christian religion, replied: ^^Let him 
study the Bible, and especially the Scriptures of the New 
Testament. Therein are the words of eternal life. It has 
Grod for its author, salvation for its end, and truth, without 
any milLture of error, for its matter." 

Bible, and Patbick Henry. — ^When the celebrated Patrick 
Henry, of Yirginia, was near the close of his life, and in feeble 
health, he laid his hand on the Bible, and addressed a friend 
who was with him: "Here is a book worth more than all 
others printed ; yet it is my misfortune never to have read it 
with proper attention until lately." About the same time he 
wrote to his daughter: "I have heard it said that deists have 
claimed me. The thought pained me more than the appel- 
lation of tory; for I consider religion of infinitely higher 
importance than politics, and I find much cause to reproach 
myself, that I have lived so long and given no decided public 
proof of my being a Christian." 

Bible, and Saluabius. — ^The learned Salmasius said, on his 
death-bed : " Oh ! I have lost a world of time. If one year 
more were added to my life, it should be spent in reading 
David's Psalms and Paul's Epistles." 

Bible, and Selden. — ^The learned Selden, some days before 
his death, sent for Archbishop Usher and Dr. Langbaine: 
amongst other matters, he told them that he had surveyed 
most of the learning that was among the sons of men; that 
his study was filled with books and manuscripts on various 
subjects ; yet he could not at that time recollect any passage, 
out of all his books and papers, whereon he could rest his 
soul, save one from the sacred Scriptures, which lay most on 
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his spirit; it was this: ^'The grace of God that bringefh sal- 
yation hath appeared to all men, teaching us that, denying 
ungodliness and worldly lusts, we should Uve soberly, right- 
eously, and godly, in this present world; looking for that 
blessed hope, and the glorious appearing of the great God and 
our Saviour Jesus Christ." 

Bible, and Sib Matthew Hale. — Chief-Justice Hale, that 
ornament of his profession and country, said, that if he did 
not honor God's word by reading a portion of it every mom- 
mg, things went not well with him all the day. • 

Bible, and Sib Wiluam Jones. — ^The late Sir William 
Jones, whose interesting writings on oriental subjects have 
elucidated many obscure points in Scripture history, was a 
general scholar, and embellished and adorned every subject 
that passed under his elegant pen. On the blank leaf of his 
Bible, the following finely conceived description was found 
written : " I have regularly and attentively perused these Holy 
Scriptures, and am of opinion that this volume, independently 
of its divine origin, contains more true sublimity, more ex- 
q;aisite beauty, more pure morality, more important history, 
and finer strains of poetry and eloquence, than can be collected 
firom all other bopks, in whatever age or language they may 
have been written. .The unstrained application of tliem to 
events which took place long after the publication, is a solid 
ground for belief that they are genuine productions, and con- 
sequently inspired." 

Bible, and the Empebob Theodosius and Others. — ^The 
Emperor Theodosius wrote out the New Testament with his 
own hands ; Zuinglius wrote out the epistles of Paul, and got 
them by heart ; Cromwell, Earl of Essex, learned all the New 
Testament; Dr. Gouge read fifteen chapters every day, five in 
the morning, five at noon, and five at night ; Bonaventure 
wrote out all the Bible twice, and learned the greater part of 
it by heart; King Alphonsus read it fourteen times; and 
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Prince George, of Transylyania, twenty-eeven times. How 
dear must the word of God hare been to these diligent stu- 
dents of the Bible ! 

Bible, and the Yenebable Bede. — ^In the eighth century, 
a translation of the gospel of St. John was completed in the 
Anglo-Saxon language, by the Venerable Bede, who was the 
ornament of the age and country in which he lived. Re- 
ferring to the time of his education, he says, ^^ From that 
period I have applied myself wholly to the study of the Holy 
Scriptures, and in the intervals of the observance of regular 
discipline, always found it sweet to be either learning, teaching 
or writing. From the time of my receiving the office of priest, 
to the fifty-ninth year of my age, I have been engaged, in 
either briefly noting, from the works of the venerable fathers, 
some things on the Scriptures, or in adding some new com- 
ment to their sense and interpretation." 

Bible, coiootted to Mehoby* — ^An Irish boy being com- 
manded by a priest to bum his Bible, reluctantly complied; 
but at the same time said, '^I thank God that you can't 
take from me the twenty chapters that I have in my mind." 

Bible, Effect of Reading. — A Roman Catholic, of plain, 
good sense, obtained a Bible, which he used to read to his 
wife for an hour every evening. At the end of a week he said 
to his wife, "If this is true, we are all wrong." The next 
week he said to her, " If this is true we are lost." The third 
week he said, " If this is true, we may be saved." And he 
resolved to seek salvation through a crucified Redeemer, and 
not by the priest. 

Bible, Evidence of rrs Divine Origin. — ^Dr. Cotton was 
intimate with Dr. Young, and paid him a visit about a fort* 
night before he was seized with his last illness. Dr. Young 
was then in his usual health ; his venerable appearance, the 
gravity of his utterance, and the earnestness with which he 
discoursed about religion, gave him, in Dr. Cotton's view, the 
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appearance of a prophet. They had been delivering iheir 
sentiments on Newton's '^Dissertation on the Prophecies," 
when Dr. Young closed the conference thus: ^^ My Mend, 
there are two considerations upon which mj fidth in Christ is 
built as upon a rock. The fall of man, the redemption of 
man, and the resurrection of man : these three cardinal arti- 
cles of our religion are such as human ingenuity could never 
have invented; therefore they must be divine. The other 
argument is this: If the prophecies have been fulfilled, of 
which there is abundant demonstration, the Scmptni^ must 
be the wonf of Gk>d; and if the Scriptures are the word of 
God, Christianity must be true." 

Bible, forbidden. — ^In the reign of Henry Y., a law was 
passed against the perusal of the Bible in English. It was 
enacted, ''That whosoever they were that should read the 
S(Mriptures in the mother tongue, they should forfeit land, 
catel, lif, and godes, from theyre heyers for ever; and so be 
condemned for heretykes to God, enemies to the crowne, and 
most arrant traitors to the lande." 

Bible, in Roman Cathouc Countries. — ^A gentleman who 
had traveled over the whole of Europe, stated in public, some 
years since, that after a particular examination of the book- 
sellers' shops in fifty towns upon the continent, he only found 
the Scriptures in two instances; the one a Bible in ten folio 
volumes, the qliher merely the four evangelists. The exer- 
tions of the French and German Bible societies will, we trust, 
do much to remedy this deficiency. 

Bible, ns Influence on a Rabbi;— When the late Bev. 
Claudius Buchanan was traveling in India, he obtained firom 
the Jews in the interior of that country, a very singular copy 
of the translation of the New Testament into Hebrew, made 
in the sixteenth centuiy. The translator was a learned rabbi, 
and the translation is, in general, faithful. The design of the 
translator was to make an accurate version of the New Testar 

4 
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ment, for the express purpose of confuting it, and of repelling 
the arguments of his neighbors, the Syrian, or St. Thom4, 
Christians. But behold the providence of Gk)d! the translator 
became a convert to Christianity ; his own work subdued his 
unbelief; and he lived and died in the fidth of Christ. This 
manuscript is now in the public library at Cambridge. 

Bible, ns Influence on an iNFiDEL.-^Mr. Robert Aitkin, 
a bookseller of Philadelphia, was the first person who printed 
a Bible in that city. While he kept a bookstore, a person 
called on him, and inquired if he had Paine's ^^ Age of Reason " 
for sale. He told him he had not ; but having entered into 
conversation with him, and found that he was an infidel, he 
told him he had a better book than Paine's ^^ Age of Reason,'' 
which he usually ^old for a dollar, but would lend it to him, 
if he would promise to read it ; and after he had actually read 
it, if he did not think it worth a dollar, he would tak« it 
again. The man consented; and Mr. Aitkin put a Bible into 
his hands. He smiled when he found what book he had 
engaged to read ; but said he would perform his engagement. 
He did so ; and when he had finished the perusal, he came 
back, and expressed the deepest gratitude for Mr. Aitkin's 
recommendation of the book, saying it had made him what 
he was not before, a happy man; for he had found in it the 
way of salvation through Christ. Mr. Aitkin rejoiced in the 
event, and had the satisfaction of knowing that this reader of 
the Bible, from that day to the end of his life, supported the 
character of a consistent Christian, and died with a hope full 
of inmiortality. 

Bible, rrs Influence on Moralttt in Cohvunities. — A 
gentleman of New York, who personally knew Thomas Paine, 
and was often in his company, says : ^^ One evening I found 
Paine haranguing some of his disciples on the great mischief 
' done to mankind by the introduction of the Bible and Chris- 
lianity. When he paused, I said : ^ Mr. Paine, you have been 
in Scotland ; you know there is not a more rigid set of people 
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in the world than fhey are in their attachment to the Bible: 
it is their school-book; their churches are full of Bibles. 
When a young man leaves his &ther's house, his mother 
always, in packing his chest, puts a Bible on the top of his 
dothes.' He said it was true. I continued: ^You have 
been in Spain and Portugal, where they have no Bible, and 
there you can hire a man for a dollar to murder his neighbor, 
who never gave him any offense.' He assented. /You have 
seen the manu&cturing districts in England, where not one 
man in fifty can read, and you have been in Ireland, where 
the majority never saw a Bible. Now, you know it is a 
historical fact, that in one county in England or Ireland, there 
are many more capital convictions in six months, than there 
are in the whole population of Scotland in twelve. Besides, 
this day there is not one Scotchman in the almshouse, state- 
prison, bridewell, or penitentiary of New York. Now, then, 
if the Bible were so bad a book as you represent it to be, those 
who use it would be the worst members of society : but the 
contrary is the {euct; for our prisons, almshouses, and peniten- 
tiaries are filled with men and women, whose ignorance or 
imbelief prevents them fi:om reading the Bible.' It was now 
near ten o'clock at night. Paine answered not a word, but, 
taking a candle from the table, walked up stairs, leaving his 
friends and myself staring at one another." » 

Bible, rrs Influence on the Eael of Bochebteb. — ^It is 
well known that this extraordinary man was, for many years 
of his life, an avowed infidel, and that a large portion of his 
lime was spent in ridiculing the Bible. One of his biogra- 
phers has described him as ^^ a great wit, a great sinner, and 
a great penitent." Even this man was converted by the Holy 
Spifit in the use of his word. Beading the fifty-third chapter 
of Isaiah, he was convinced of the truth and inspiration of the 
Scriptures, the Deity of the Messiah, and the value of his 
atonement, as a rock on which sinners may build their hopes 
cf salvation! On that atonement he rested, and died in the 
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humble expectation of paFdoning mercy and heaTenlj happi- 
ness. 

Bible, ns Inflxtence on Wilbebfobce. — ^When Wilberforoe 
was in the twenty-fourth year of his age, he was elected member 
of parliament for Hull. He afterward attended the county 
election, and such was the charm of his eloquence on that 
occasion, in the large castle area at York, that the people all 
cried, " We will have that little man for our member." He 
was then one of the gayest of the gay: not an openly vicious 
man, but peculiar for his wit, and his distinction in the 
fashionable circles. His wit became innocuous under Chris- 
tian principles. He was said to be ^^ the joy and crown of 
Doncaster races." He went to pay a visit to a relation at 
Nice, and was accompanied by the Bev. Isaac Milner, afkep- 
ward Dean of Carlisle. Mention was made of a certain 
individual who moved in the same rank, an ecclesiastical 
gentleman, a man devoted to his duty. Mr. W. said, regard- 
ing him, that he thought he carried things too far; to 
which Mr. Milner said, he was inclined to think that Mr. W. 
would form a different estimate on the subject, were he care- 
fully to peruse the whole of the New Testament. Mr. 
Wilberforce replied, that he would take him at his word, and 
read it through with pleasure. They were both Qreek schol- 
ars, and* in their journey they perused the New Testament 
together. That single perusal was so blessed to Mr. Wilber- 
foroe, ihat he was revolutionized ; he became a new man ; and 
the witty songster, the joy and crown of Doncaster races, 
proved the Christian senator, and at length became the 
abolisher of the slave-trade. 

BiMiE, rrs OWN Evidence. — ^Perhaps few events tend more 
powerfully to impress the mind, as to the overwhelming power 
of the evidence attending true Christianity, than the fiMst, 
that many who have sat down to read the sacred volume with 
the view of opposing it, have been compelled, by the force of 
conviction, , cordially to embrace its truths. From manf 
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instances of this kind we select the folloTring, as.rela4;ed by 
the Bey. T. T. Biddulph. The effect which was wrought on 
the mind of the celebrated Gilbert West, by that particular 
endence of our Lord's resurrection which was afforded to his 
apostles, was very remarkable. He and his friend Lord Lyttel- 
ton, both men of acknowledged talents, had imbibed the 
principles of infidelity fi'om a superficial view of the Scrip- 
tures. Fully persuaded that the Bible was an imposture, 
they were determined to expose the cheat. Mr. West chose 
the resurrection of Christ, and Lord Lyttelton the conyersion 
of St. Paul, for the subject of hostile criticism. Both sat 
down to their respective tasks, full of prejudice, and a con- 
tempt for Christianity. The result of their separate attempts 
was truly extraordinary. They were both converted by their 
endeavors to overthrow the truth of Christianity. They came 
together, not, as they expected, to exult over an imposture 
exposed to ridicule, but to lament their own folly, and to 
congratulate each other on their joint conviction, that the 
Bible was the word of Gk)d. Their able inquiries have ftu^ 
nished two most valuable treatises in favor of revelation ; one 
ehtitied, " Observations on the Conversion of St. Paul," and 
the other, " Observations on the Resurrection of Christ." 

Bible, rrs Sublimity. — ^A conceited young man, fSalling in 
company with several Christians, thought to astonish them by 
reciting sublime passages from the orators and poets, and 
among other things quoted with much effect the well known 
lines of Shakspeare : 

** The doud-capt towen, the goi^geons pekoes, 
The Bolenm templea, the great globe itself; 
Yea, all which it inherits, shall dissolye. 
And, like the baseless fabric of a vision, 
Leave not a ifreck behindl" 

Having finished the quotation, he began to pronounce an 
eulogium upon it, boldly affirming, that there was nothing to 
be found equal to it in sublimity and grandeur, in ancient or 
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modem literature. An aged Christian, who had attentively 
listened to the whole harangae, at length interposed, and yen- 
tared to question the decision, affirming that he could produce 
a passage equally sublime. The joflng man, startled with 
surprise, challenged the point, on which the old •gentleman, 
in a grave and solemn tone, responded, ^^ And I saw a great 
white throne, and Him that sat on it, from whose face the 
earth and the heavens fled away ; and there was found no 
place for them." " Well," said the young man, overpowered 
with astonishment, ^^you have indeed made good your point: 
that does infinitely surpass it: but pray, allow me to ask, 
where did you meet with it? in which of our classical authors 
does it occur? for in all my reading, I never met with it." 
**0h," said the old gentleman, gravely, "it occurs in a very 
common every-day book;" and, calling for a Bible, he turned 
to the Revelation, and laying his fiynger upon chapter xx., 
verse 11, " There," said he, " read for yourself." This com- 
pleted the gentleman's confusion ; he declared that he had 
read the Bible over and over again, but that he had never 
noticed that verse before; and with difficulty could he be 
brought to believe his own eyes! 

Bible, rra Value urged. — ^When Dr. Goodwin was a youth, 
and a student at Cambridge, having heard much of Mr. 
Rogers, of Dedham, he took a journey to hear him preach one 
of his week-day lectures, which were very numerously at- 
tended. Mr. Rogers was at that time discussing the subject 
of the Scriptures, and on this occasion expostulated with his 
hearers on their neglect of the Bible. He represented God 
as addressing them: ^^I have trusted you so long with my 
Bible ; you have slighted it ; it lies in your houses covered 
with dust and cobwebs ; you care not to look into it.. Do you 
use my Bible so ? Well, you shall have my Bible no longer." 
He then took up the Bible from the cushion, and seemed aa 
if he were going away with it, and carrying it from them ; 
but immediately turned again, and personated the people 
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answering God, fell down on his knees, wept, and pleaded 
most earnestly : ^^ Lord, whatever thou dost to us, take not 
thy Bible from us! Kill our children, burn our houses, 
destroy our goods, onlf spare us thy Bible." Then he ad- 
dressed the people as from God: ^^ Say you .so? Well, I will 
try you a little longer; here is my Bible for you. I wiU yet 
see how you will use it; whether you will love it more, 
whether you will observe it more, whether you will practice 
it more, and live more according to it." By these actions he 
produced among his congregation a general weeping. Dr. 
Goodwin himself, when he retired to take his horse again, 
hung on his neck, and wept for a considerable time, before he 
had power to moimt; so great was the impression produced 
on his mind, by having been thus expostulated with for the 
neglect of the Bible. 

Bible, Love for, the Best Recommendation. — ^A youth 
seeking employment, went to one of our large cities, and on 
inquiring at a certain counting-room if they wished a clerk, 
was told that they did not. On mentioning the recommend- 
ations he^ had, one of which was from a highly respectable 
citizen, the merchant desired to see them. In turning over 
his carpet-bag to find his letters, a book rolled out on the * 
floor. " What book is that ? " said the merchant. " It is the 
Bible, sir," was the reply. "And what are you going to do 
with that book in New York?" The lad looked seriously 
iiito the merchant's face, and replied, " I promised my mother 
I would read it every day^ and I shall do it^^ and burst into 
tears. The merchant immediately engaged his services, and 
in due time he became a partner in the firm, one of the most 
respectable in the city. 

Bible, negleoted. — ^During my residence in India, says a 
correspondent of " The Tract Magazine," I frequently, visited 
a British soldier who was under sentence of death, for having, 
when half intoxicated, wantonly .shot a black man. In some 
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of my visite to the jail, a number of the prisonerB oame and 
sat down with this man, to listen to a word of exhortation. 
In one instance, I spoke to them particularly on the desirable- 
ness of studying the Bible. ^^Have any of you a Bible?" I 
inquired: they answered, "No." "Have any of you ever 
possessed a Bible ? " A pause ensued. At last the murderer 
broke silence, and amidst sobs and tears confessed that he 
once had a Bible. "But oh!" said he, "I sold it for drink. 
It was the companion of my youth. I brought it with me 
firom my native land, and I have since 8(fld it for drink ! Oh, 
if I had listened to my Bible, I should not have been here!" 
Will not the lamentation of this soldier be the bitter lamen* 
tation of multitudes in the bottomless pit, to all eternity? 
Amidst the shrieks and agonies of the damned, will they not 
be heard, exclaiming, " Oh, if I had listened to my Bible, I 
should not have been here ! " Reader, take care how you 
trifle with the invitations, the warnings, the promises, and the 
threatenings of the Bible. 

Bible, not to be oiven up till a Better Book can bb 
FOUND. — ^A society of yoimg men, most of whom had received 
a liberal education, having unhappily imbibed infidel princi- 
' pies, used to assemble at each other's houses, for the purpose 
of ridiculing the Scriptures, and hardening each other in their 
tmbelief. At length, they unanimously agreed to bum the 
Bible! The day fixed upon for their wicked purpose soon 
arrived ; a fire was made, a Bible was laid on the table, and 
a flowing bowl provided to drink its dirge. For the execution 
of their plan, they fixed upon a young gentleman of high 
birth, brilliant vivacity, and elegant manners. He undertook 
the task; and after a few enlivening glasses, amidst the ap- 
plause of his jovial companions, he approached the table, took 
up the Bible, and was walking leisurely forward to put it into 
the fire ; when happening to give it a look, he was suddenly 
seized with trembling; paleness overspread his countenance, 
and he seemed convulsed* He returned to the table, and 
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l^ymg down ihe Bible, said, with a strong asseTeration) ^' We 
will not bum this book tQl we get a better J^ 

Bible, prized by an Orphan. — ^A poor wandering orphan, 
destitute and hungry, was observed by a gentleman whom he 
asked for food, to have a Bible in his possession. With a view 
of ascertaining how mueh he prized it, the gentleman said, 
^^As you have neither money nor meat, will you sell me 
this Bible? I will give you five shillings for it." "No," 
exclaimed he; "FU starve first." The gentleman then said, 
"There are plenty of books to be bought beside this; why do 
you love the Bible so much?" The boy replied, "No book 
has stood my fnend so much as the Bible." " Why, what has 
the Bible done for you ? " He answered : " When I was a boy 
about seven years of age, I became a Sunday-scholar in Lon- 
don, where I learned to read my Bible. This Bible showed 
me that I was a sinner, and a great one too. It also pointed 
me to the Saviour, and, I thank God, I have found mercy at 
the hands of Christ, and I am not ashamed to confess him 
before the world." To try the boy still £axther, six shillings 
were offered him for his Bible. ' "No," said he, "it has been 
my support all the way from London. Hungry and weary, 
offcen have I sat down to read my Bible, and have found 
refreshment from it; and I have experienced the comfort 
David felt, when he said, ^In the multitude of my thoughts 
within me, thy comforts delight my soul.* " He was then 
asked, what he would do when he got to Liverpool, should his 
uncle, to whom he had said he was going, refase to take him 
in? His reply may excite a blush in many other Christians: 
"My Bible tells me, *When my father and mother forsake 
me, the Lord will take me up.* " 

Bible, semembered. — ^Yiscount Carteret, who was Lord 
Lieutenant of Ireland in 1724, could repeat, from memory, 
the whole of the New Testament, from the first chapter oi 
Matthew to thd end of Bevelation. It was astonishing to hear 
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him quote Toiy long passages from it, iritl) as moeh ucortof 
w if he irere reading a book. 




Bible, bead to the People. — Formerly a large Bible was 
cbuned in some conyenient place in every parish church, in 
England. Cranmer, the first Protestant archbishop, and 
afterward a martyr, who was appointed to the see of Canter- 
bury daring the reign of Henry Vlll., was very desirous of 
obtaining a translation of the Scriptures into English. He 
often solicited this fovor of the king, and, at lengtii, secured 
it. When some printed copies were put into his hands, he 
blessed God, and sent one to his miyesty, and be^ed that all 
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his subjects might havia liberty to read it. An injunctioii was 
forthwith issued, which required an English Bible, of the 
largest size, to be procured for the use of every parish church, 
at the expense of the minister and churchwardens, and pro* 
hibited the common people from being discouraged to read or 
hear the Scriptures. The book was everywhere received with 
inexpressible joy, every one that was able perused it, and the 
poor eagerly flocked to hear it read. Some aged persons 
learned to read on purpose to peruse it, and even little chil- 
dren crowded to hear it. Reader! dost thou value thy 
Bible? 

Bible, the Best Legacy. — ^The Rev. Dr. Harris, in several 
successive wills which he made, always renewed this legacy: 
'^Item, I bequeath to all my children, and children's children, 
to each of them, a Bible, with this inscription, 'None but 
Ohrist.' " A noble legacy, truly! 

Bible, the Truth. — ^Father Pulgentio, the friend and biog- 
rapher of the celebrated Paul Sarpi, both of them secret 
friends to the progress of religious reformation, was once 
preaching upon Pilate's question, "What is truth?" when 
he told the audience, that he had at last, after many searches, 
foimd it out; and holding forth a New Testament, said, 
**Here it is, my friends;" but added, sorrowftilly, as he 
returned it to his pocket, " It is a sealed book ! " It has since 
been the glory of the Reformation to break the seal which 
priestcraft had imposed upon it, and to lay its blessed treas- 
ures open to mankind. 

Bible, the Revelation it makes, needed.— ^A deist, on a 
visit to his friends, among other topics of conversation, en- 
larged considerably on the sufficiency of reason, separate 
from divine assistance, to guide us to happiness. To whom 
the relative present, who was a farmer, made the following 
reply: ^' Cousin, when you were about fourteen years of age, 
you were bound apprentice to your trade, and having served 
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the appointed time, you soon became a master, and have now 
continued in business about twelve years. I wish to know 
whether jou could not prosecute your trade at this time to 
greater advantage than when you first embarked in it as 
master?" The tradesman admitted that his experience in 
business was of considerable value to him; but asked, what 
relation that had to the present topic of discourse. The 
farmer answered: "You were come to the perfect use of your 
reason, and had been for a long time taught how to manage 
your trade ; and if, therefore, your reason without experience 
was insufficient to preserve you from many errors, in so plain 
and easy a business as yours, how can yoir imagine that it 
should be sufficient, without divine assistance, to guide you 
to heaven?'' The deist was confounded. ' How forcible are 
right words! 

Bibles, Cost op. — Of W. De Howton, Abbot of Croxton, it 
is stated, that he bequeathed to the abbey, at his death, in 
1274, " a Bible, in nine tomes, faire written, and excellentiy 
well glossed by Solomon, Archdeacon of Leicester, for which 
he paid fifty markes sterling," or JS88 6s. Sd. And in a valua- 
tion of books, bequeathed to Merton College, at Oxford, before 
the year 1300, a Psalter with glosses, or marginal annotations, 
is valued at ten shillings; and St. Austin, on Genesis, and a 
Concordantia, or Harmony, are each valued at the same price. 
Let it be remembered, that these sums should be multiplied 
by fifteen, to bring them to the present value of money ; and, 
in some instances, the comparative value would be still too 
low, as in the instance of the laboring men, whose pay, in 
1272, was only three halfpence per day, and who must there- 
fore have devoted the earnings of fourteen or fifteen years to 
the purchase of a Bible. Whitaker, in his ^^Histoiy of Cra- 
ven," affords the additional information, ^^that toward the 
close of the thirteenth, and at the commencement of the 
fourteenth century, the average wages of a mannservant, witii 
meat and clothing, were only from three to five shillings per 
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annum; that reapers were paid twopence a day; and a sheep 
sold for a shilling ^ and thirty quarters of fossil coal, for 
seventeen shillings and sixpence." Madox, in his ^^ History 
, of the Exchequer," says, that in 1240, " the building of two 
arches of London Bridge cost only twenty-five pounds ; " eight 
pounds less than the Bible bequeathed to the abbey of Croz- 
ton, by Abbot W. De Howton. 

From the register of Alnwick, Bishop of Norwich, it appears, 
that a Testament of Wickliff's version, in the year 1429, cost 
four marks and forty pence, or £2 16^. 8(2., (equal to more 
than twenty poimds of our present money:) a large sum in 
those days, when five pounds were considered sufficient for 
the annual support of a tradesman or a respectable yeoman. 

Bibles, Multifucation of. — ^The reader may have seen, 
firom the anecdotes given above, some of the happy results 
produced by the circulation of the Holy Scriptures, and have 
witnessed the zeal of many Christians in their extension. It 
may not be improper to add here that such are the efibrts 
employed for titie distribution of the word of God, that at 
Oxford the presses can work at the rate of a Bible every 
minute: very many are also printed in Cambridge, London, 
Edinburgh and Dublin, and at New York, where sixteen 
steam presses are employed, and about eight hundred thou- 
sand copies, of either whole Bibles or New Testaments, are 
produced every year! Who does not see in all this that the 
divine promise is fulfilling, ^' The earth shall be fiill of the 
knowledge of the Lord, as the waters cover the sea ! " 

BisasiNGS, THEm SouBOE. — ^A lady applied to the late emi- 
nent philanthropist of Bristol, Bichard Reynolds, on behalf 
of a little orphan boy. After he had given liberally, she said, 
^^ When he is old enough, I will teach him to name and thank 
his benefiakctor." ^^Stq)," said the good man, ^Uhou art mis- 
taken. We do not thank the clouds for rain. Teach him to 
look higher, and thank Hue who giveth both the clouds and 
the rain." 
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g corner-stone i 
^ment on Bunker ! 
}>y I,ariiyotto. 
fiftieth atimversaiy of the' 
battle, June 17th, 1825; and that foundation being found 
insufficient, the corner-stone of tide present mounment waa 
laid in Uarch, 1827. The monument itself iraa completed 
in 1842. It is two hundred and twenty-one feet h^h, of hewn 
granite, the interior hoUow, so that pereons ma; ascend to 
the top, &om which there is a most beautiful view of Bosttm, 
' and its harbor and vicinity. 
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BuNTAN, AND Baftibu. — ^The following anecdote was recent- 
ly related by a Baptist minister of Bristol, England, at a 
meeting for the promotion of Christian union: ^^A certain 
minister had once remarked, in the hearing of John Banyan, 
that * baptism was Christ's livery.' * Baptism Christ's liyery ? ' 
said John; ^do you not know that Christ has appointed his 
own livery?' ^By this shall all men know that ye are my 
disciples, if ye have love one to another.' " John xiii. 85. 

BuNYAN, ANB THE QuAKEB. — ^Near the close of Bunyan's 
imprisonment, an honest Quaker called upon him, saying, 
^^ Friend John, I am come to thee with a message from the 
Lord; and after having searched for thee in all the prisons of 
England, I have found thee at last." ^^ If the Lord had sent 
thee," said Bunyan, sarcastically, ^^you need not have taken 
so much pains to find me; for the Lord knows I have been in 
Bedford jail for the last twelve years! " 
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- ALUMNT. — ^The celebrated Boei^ 
3 have, vho had man; enemieB, used 
n to say, that he aerer thought it oeed- 
CfUl to refute their calmnnies. "They 
Bare sparks," he said, ''which, if you 
t do not blow them, will go out of them- 
The surest method of stopping scandal, 
a it down by perseverance in well-doing, 
and by ptayer to God, that he will cure the distempered 
minds of those who traduce and injure us." And in a sinular 
spirit, Cato says, " We can not control the evil tongues of 
others; but a good life enables us to despise them." 
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Capitol, the, at Washinqtok. — The Capitol at Washing- 
ton, when the enlargement now in prepress, is completed, 
will be 'seven hundred and fifty-one feet loi^, and will cover 
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one htindred and fifty-three thousand, one htuidred and twelve 
square feet, or three and a half acres. It stands in the midst 
of a park of some twenty-two acres in extent, filled with trees, 
shrubbery, fountains, &c. 

Oabd-Plating, ns Qbigin. — Sir Walter Scott says, that the 
alleged origin of the inyention of cards, produced one of the 
shrewdest replies he had oyer heard given in evidence. It 
was made by the late Dr. Gregory to an eminent lawyer at 
the Scottish bar. The doctor's testimony went to prove ,the 
insanity 6f an individual, whose mental soundness was the 
point at issue. On cross-examination, he admitted that the 
person in question played whist admirably. ^^And do you 
seriously say, doctor," said the lawyer, ^^ that a persofn having 
a superior capacity for a game so difficult, and which requires, 
in an eminent degree, memory, judgment, and combination, 
can, at the same time, be deranged in his understanding?" 
"I am no card-player," said the doctor, with great, address, 
" but I have read in history, that cards were invented for the 
amusement of an insane king.^* The consequences of this 
reply were decisive. 

Ohanoe of Opinion. — ^Melancthon was reproached by some 
one for changing his views on a certain subject. He repiied 
as follows : ^^ Do you think, sir, that I have been studying 
assiduously for thirty years, without having learned any- 
thing?" 

Ghabagteb. — ^As they, who for every slight infirmity take 
medicine to repair their health, do rather weaken it, so tiley, 
who for every trifle, are eager to vindicate their character, do 
rather impair and fiijure it. 

Ghabttt, Bebueb fob the Want of. — Moore, in his Diary, 
mentions an anecdote told by Groker, as one of the happiest 
things he ever heard. Fenelon, who had oft^n teased Biche- 
Ueu (and ineffectually it seems) for subscriptions to charitable 
undertakings, was one day telling him that he had just* seen 

5 
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bis pktiire. *^ And did you ask it for a 8ab6ciq>tioQ ? '' said 
Bichelieu, sneeringlj. ^^No, I saw there was no chance/' 
replied the other; ^^it was so like you." 

Ohabttt, well defined. — ^Mahomet's definition of charity, 
says Irving in his life of that jEsdse prophet, embraced the wide 
circle of all possible kindness. Erery good act, he would say, 
is charity ; your smiling in your brother^s face, is charity; an 
exhortation of your fellow-man to virtuous deeds, is equal to 
alms-giving; your putting the wanderer in the right road, is 
charity; your assisting the blind, is charity; your removing 
the stones, and thorns, and other obstructions, from the way, 
is charity ; your giving water to the thirsty, is charity. A 
man's true wealth, hereafter, is the good he does in this world 
to his fellow-men. ' When he dies, people will say, ^' What 
property has he left behind him? " But the angels will ask, 
^^ What good deeds has he sent before him?" 

Children, Fatal Effects of Indulging. — ^The tragic mui> 
der of Doctor Parkman, of Boston, by Professor Webster, 
filled the community with horror. A chain of circumstantial 
evidence proved his guilt, aiid he was condemned to death. 
In his prison, petitioning the governor for a milder pimish- 
ment, he confesses the crime, declaring it was not murder 
from malice prepense, but nianslaughter, from uncontrolled 
momentary passion. He says: '^ I am irritable and passion- 
ate; a quick-handed and brisk violence of temper has been a 
besetting sin of my life. I was an only child^ much indulg^edy 
and haye never acquired the control over my passions, that I 
ought to ^haye acquired early; and the consequence is all 
this!" 

Children, the Will of, to be subdued. — ^^ Electra,*^ said 

a mother to her little daughter of two and a half years old, 

I playing on the floor, "bring me that apple, my dear.'' She 

looked at her mother, and said, " No," with indifference, and 

resumed her play. Her mother rejoined, "Bring me that 
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apple instantly ; " and was answered, " I wonjt." Things now 
became in earnest; and after several more orders and refusals 
the case was resigned to the father, who was present, and 
observed the scene. • With a^tone of authority, and yet benev- 
olence, he reiterated the mandate: ^^Take that apple to your 
mother, my child!" Electra arose and went to the place 
where the apple was, picked up a chip that was near it, 
returned, threw it into her mother's lap, and was going to her 
play. Her father here took hold of her, brought her near 
him, expostulated, warned, and then re-ordered her. Her 
sullenness deepened into silence and malignity: my vnU 
be done, was her deliberate position. Her father took down 
the provided rod, and very dispassionately applied it to the 
obstinate offender. Electra screamed, and begged, and called 
for her mother, who first interfered, and then, not succeeding, 
in a flood of tears left th^ room. Her father forebore, and 
tried her i^ain. She walked, pouting and sobbing, to the 
apple, stood still near it, and said, she could not pick it up. 
Her father understood the nature of her inability, and its true 
relation to accountability. He paused for some minutes* 
Electra looked alternately at the apple and at him ; pouted, 
rubbed her eyes, and said again that she could not pick up 
the apple. Another whipping was the consequence. Electra 
screamed louder than ever, begged and promised. On this 
her &ther tried her again. She went to the apple, stood still, 
held her eyes to the floor, said and did nothing. Here some 
sympathetic spectators, Mends of the family, visiting, began 
to plead and apologize for the sufferer, and insinuated that it 
was useless and tyrannous to persist. Her father, with a look, 
gave them their answer, and his sentiments. He again ap- 
plied the rod, and let not his soul spare for her ciying. As 
soon as he ceased, while his steady carriage had awed the 
circle into silence, Electra showed another temper ; she ran 
to the apple, took it up, and brought it to her fiettber. Her 
action spoke her obstinacy gone, her pride subdued, her 
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temper humbled, tender, penitent. Her mother was called* 
As soon as she entered die apartment, ^^ Electra," said her 
father, ^^put this apple where it was on the carpet:" she 
obeyed. Again said he : ^^ Take it up and cany it to your 
mother." She obeyed with alacrity and tears. ^^ Gome here, 
my daughter." She came. To the questions, ^^Are you 
sorry?" and others like it, she assented; constantly opening 
her arms and raising .her lips for the caresses of her father. 
Her mother then began her confession;* asked pardon for the 
improper strength of her feelings, and acknowledged that her 
love for the child was spurious in comparison with that of her 
husband. The others united in the acknowledgment. 

Christ, Hib Attributes and Excellence. — ^A few years 
1^0, after the late Rev. S. Eilpin, of Exeter, had catechised 
the children of his Sabbath-school in the usual manner, he 
i^solved to ask a few questions founded on Matthew xi. 28: 
^^ Gome unto me, all ye that labor and are heavy laden, and 
I will give you rest." The attention of the children was 
directed to the person who spoke the text: different boys said, 
he was " the eternal Son of God," " the Redeemer," " the 
eyerlasting Father," ^* the Prince of Peace." Mr. Eilpin next 
considered how persons are to come to Ghrist. The children 
said that we must ^* come as poor sinners," ^^ helpless sinners," 
^^not as righteous, but as needy sinners." A little girl was 
addressed thus : " Who do you think is the person that speaks 
in the text?" *^ Ghrist, sir." '^Is it important that we go 
to him?" "We shall perish if we do not." "Do you go to 
him?" "I hope I do." "How?" " Through his grace, by 
fiuith and prayer." "But suppose you were to go once or 
twice without obtaining your request, how would you act ? " 
" I would go again and again ; I would go forever, but I 
would have it." This was said with so much vivacity of eye 
and countenance, that it was evident she must have felt it. 
Pereeiving the attention of the children all fixed upon him 
through this little creature, he said, " You think, then, that 
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fhis dear Saviour will saye you at last ? " " Yes, sir." " Now, 
then, every one of you tell me," said he, ^^ in turn, what think 
you of him ? " The ardor of aU their little minds was at once 
perceivable: the first said, ^^I think, sir, he is an able Sav- 
iour ; " the next, " A^ willing Saviour ; " others, " A gracious 
Saviour, a ready Saviour, a justifying Saviour, the ever- 
blessed Saviour, a sanctifying Saviour, a Saviour that is Grod 
and man, a holy Saviour, a righteous Saviour, the Saviour of 
all that come unto Gfod by Am, an indulgent Saviour, a meek 
Saviour, a dying Saviour, a risen Saviour, a blessed Saviour, 
a pleading Saviour, an all-sufficient Saviour, a prayer-hearing 
and answering Saviour, a £Euthful Saviour." They had nearly 
exhausted their theme, when a little boy exclaimed with much 
gravity, '^He is the chiefest among ten thousand, and the 
altogether lovely." Thus ended the testimonies of these dear 
children to our blessed Redeemer. Mr. Elilpin said, he 
heartily rejoiced that the answers given were so pertinent, 
and so admirably adapted to the questions proposed. 

Christ, Love of. — ^A missionary, addressing a pious negro 
woman, swd, " Mary, is not the love of God wonderful ? " and 
then, enlarging on its mafiifestation in the atonement of Christ, 
he made the appeal, ^^Is it not wonderful?" Mary simply, 
but we may add, sublimely replied, ^^ Massa, massa, me no 
tink it so wonderful, 'cause it is just like Him." 

Chbibt, Love fob. — ^In one of the general associations held 
in Wales, of difierent Sunday-schools, to be publicly catechised 
together, a young girl answered the close questions put by 
the Saviour to Peter: "Lovest tiiou me?" When she came 
to answer the third time, she was overcome by her feelings, 
and burst into tears, in which she was accompanied by the 
larger part of the congregation. Silence continued for a 
few minutes, all the people solemnly waiting for her reply, 
when, recovering herself, she cried out, " Thou knowest all 
things ; thou knowest that I love thee ! " ^ Happy indeed are 
ihey w^o, by the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, can so speak! 
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China, the Great Wall of. — The great wall of China was 
built, at an earlj age, to keep oEf the inTasioiis of the Scyth- 
ianB. It extended fifteen hundred miles from the sea, and 
w&B carried over mountains, through valleys, and hy means 
of arches, across the deepest riTers. It ffaS hroad enou^ to 
alloT six horsemen to ride abreast, and ww fortified hy strong 
tovere, about a htudred yards distant from 'each other. 
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Brexy third laboring man in the empire was compelled to 
engage in the work of building it. With the exception of the 
Pyramids, it is one of the most ancient monuments of human 
labor existing. 

Christ, not forgoiten. — ^When the pious Bishop Beyeridge 
was on his death-bed, he did not .know any of his friends or 
connections. A minister, with whom he had been weU ac- 
quainted, visited him ; and when conducted into his room he 
said, "Bishop Beveridge, do you know me?" "Who are 
you?" said the bishop. Being told who the minister was, he 
said that he did not know him. Another Mend came who 
had been equally well known, and accosted him in a similar 
manner, "Do you know me, Bishop Beveridge?" "Who 
are you ? " said he. Being told it was one of his intimate 
friends, he said he did not know him. His wife then came to 
his bedside, and asked him if he knew her. " Who are you ? " 
said he. Being told she was his wife, he said he did not know 
her. "Well," said one of them, "Bishop Beveridge, do you 
know the Lord Jesus Christ?" "Jesus Christ!" said he, 
reviving, as if the name had produced upon him the influence 
of a charm, "Oh! yes, I have known him these forty years: 
precious Saviour, he is my only hope ! 



» 



Christ, our Need of, I3(pr£SSEd by Sin. — ^An Indian, hav- 
ing experienced a change of heart, was asked by a white man 
to describe how it was done. He .replied he could not teUj 
but if the inquirer would go with him to the spot where the 
work was effected, he would show him. They went. The 
Indian, after going some distance into the woods, stopped, 
gathered a quantity of leaves, and made a circle of them. He 
then put a worm in the middle of it, and set it on fire. Tlie 
worm, feeling the heat, ran to one side, and then to another ; 
U was on fire. After thus going from side to side, in unavail- 
ing efforts to escape, he returned to the center of the circle, 
and stretched himself out, apparently in despair, to die. At 
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tbat moment the Indian eanght the reptile in his hand. 
^^ There/' said he, ^^ that ^as the way God did to me. I fonnd 
myself a sinner; I felt myself in danger; I saw the angry eye 
of God jBashing upon me. I tried to escape on one side, but 
I met fdeub! I ran to the other, it was on FmEl At last, in 
Jiopelessness, I gave up to die. Then Jesus Christ took my 
soul right up." 

• 

, Christ, the Diyinitt of. — ^Two gentlemen were once dis- 
puting on the divinity of Christ. Oiie of them, arguing 
against it, said, " If it were true, it certainly would have been 
expressed in more clear and unequivocal terms." " Well," 
said the other, ^^ admitting that you believed it, and wished 
expressly to teach it to others, in what language would you 
state it, so as to make it plain beyond all question to others ? " 
" I would say," he replied, " that Jesus Christ is the true 
(rod.^* " These," said the other, " are exactly the words of 
the evangelist John, who in speaking of the Son says, ^ This 
is the true God, and eternal life.' " 

Chbistianitt, and Civil Govhrnhent. — Gen. Cass said 
recently in the Senate of the United States, ^^Independent of 
its connection with human destiny hereafter, I believe the 
fate of republican government is indissolubly bound up with 
the fate of the Christian religion, and that a people who reject 
its holy faith, will find themselves the slaves of their own evil 
passions and of arbitrary power " 

Christianitt, and Patrick Henry. — ^This eminent Ameri- 
can left in his will the following important passage: '^I have 
now disposed of all my property to my family : there is one 
thing more I wish I could give them, and that is, the Chris- 
tian religion. K they had that, and I had not given them 
one shilling, they would be rich ; and if they had not that, 
and I had given them all the world, they would be poor." 

CHRisnANrrr, and Sib Isaac Newton. — ^This great man set 
out in life an infidel ; but, on a carefiil examination of the 
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eTidehces for Ghristiamty, he found reason to change his 
opinion. When the celebrated Dr. Edmund Hallej was talk- 
ing before him against the Tolume of revelation, Sir Isaac 
addressed kim in these or similar words: ^^Dr. Halley, I am 
always glad to hear you when you speak about astronomy, or 
other parts of the mathematics, because that is a subject you 
have studied, and well understand; but you should not talk 
of Christianity, for you haye not studied it. I have, and am 
certain that you know nothing of the matter." This was a 
just reproof, and one that would be very suitable to be given 
to half the infidels of the present day ; for they often speak of 
what they have never studied, and what, in fact, they are 
entirely ignorant of. Dr. Johnson has well observed, that no 
honest man could be a deist, for no man could be so after a 
fair examination of the proofs of Christianity. 

Christianitt, as regarded by Distinguished Public Men. — 
Sir Robert Peel, for many of the latter years of his life, was 
in the invariable habit of every night reading in the Bible or 
some religious book for some time before retiring to rest. 
And the favorite book of the late Duke of Wellington, during 
the last twelve months of his life, was Baxter's Saints' Rest. 
The dying testimonies of Webster and Jackson are well 
known. Well has some one said, in view of the expressed 
fidth of the last two, ^^ How puny, even to despicableness, 
are the sophisms of those little men, who charge faith in 
Christianity with being weakness or hypocrisy, when Daniel 
Webster and Andrew Jackson bowed themselves to the 
authority of the Bible. If Daniel Webster be weak, what is 
strength? If Andrew Jackson was a hypocrite, what is 
honesty?" 

CHRisTiANmr, DEFENDED BY CmEFnJTusTiCE MAPflWATj. — Some 
years ago, a gentleman was traveling in one of the counties 
of Virginia, and about the close of the day stopped at a public 
house to obtain refreshments and spend the night. He had 
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been there but a short time, when an old man alighted from 
1^ ^9 ^^ thb apparent intention of becoming his fellow- 
guest at the same house. Ajb the old gentleman drove up, he 
observed that both the shafts of his gig were broken, and 
that they were held together bj withes, formed from the bark 
of a hickory sapling. Our traveler observed further, that he 
was plainly clad, that his knee-buckles were loosened, and 
that something like negligence pervaded his dress. Con- 
ceiving him to be one of the honest yeomanry of that land, the 
•courtesies of strangers passed between them, and they entered 
the tavern. About the same time, an addition of three or 
four young gentlemen was made to their number, most, if not 
all of them, of the legal profession. As soon as they became 
conveniently accommodated, the conversation was turned by 
one of the latter upon an eloquent harangue which had that 
day been displayed at the bar. It was replied by another, 
that he had witnessed, the same day, a degree of eloquence, 
no doubt equal, but that it was from the pulpit. Something 
like a sarcastic rejoinder was made to the eloquence of the 
pulpit, and a warm and able altercation ensued, in which the 
merits of the Christian religion became the subject of dis- 
cussion. Prom six o'clock imtil eleven, the young champions 
wielded the sword of argument, adducing with ingenuity and 
ability, everytliing that could be said pro and con. During 
this protracted period, the old gentleman listened with all the 
meekness and modesty of a child, as if he was adding new 
information to the stores of his own mind ; or perhaps he was 
observing, with philosophic eye, the faculties of the youthful 
mind, and how new energies are evolved by repeated action; 
or perhaps with patriotic emotion, he was reflecting upon the 
friture ^stinies of his country, and on the rising generation 
upon whom these future destinies must devolve; or, most 
probably, with a sentiment of moral and religious feeling, he 
was collecting an argument which no art would be ^^ able to 
elude, and no force to resist.'' At last, one of the young men 
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Temarkmg that it was impossible to combat with long and 
established prejudices, whirled around, and with some famil- 
iarity, exclaimed, " Well, my old gentleman, what think you 
of these things ? " " If," said the trayeler, " a streak of vivid 
lightning had at that moment crossed the room, their amaze- 
ment could not have been greater than it was with what 
followed." The most eloquent and unansw6rable reply was 
made for nearly an hour, by the old gentleman, that he ever 
heard or read. So perfect was his recollection, that every 
argument urged against the Christian religion, was met in the 
order in which it was advanced. Hume's sophistry on the 
subjeQt of miimles, was completely answered. And in the 
whole address, there was so much ^mplicity and energy, 
pathos and sublimity, that not another word was uttered. 
An attempt to describe it, said the traveler, would be an 
attempt to paint the sunbeams. It was now a matter of curi- 
osity and inquiry, who the old gentleman was. The traveler 
concluded that it was the preacher from whom the pulpit 
eloquence was heard ; but no ; it was the Chief Justice of the 
United States! 

CHMSTiANnT, rrs Evidencb. — ^The celebrated Lord Lyttleton 
said to his physician, in his last illness, " When I first set out 
in the world, I had friends who endeavored to stagger my 
belief in the Christian religion, but I kept my mind open to 
conviction. The evidences and doctrines of Christianity, 
studied with attention, made me a most firm believer of the 
Christian religion. I have made it the rule of my life, and 
it is the ground of my ftiture hopes." 

CHRISTIANrrY, rrs iNFLUEf^CE ON TWt CONDmON OF SOCIETT. 

A mechanic in London, who rented a room very nfear the 
Orphan Working School, was imhappily a determined infidel, 
and one who could confound many a thoughtless Christian 
with his sophistical reasonings on religion. He, one day, 
however, said to another man, " I did this morning what I 
have not done for a long time before ; I wept." "Wept!" 
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Baid his friend; *^what occasioned you to weep?" "Why/* 
replied the infidel mechanic, " I wept on seeing the children 
of the Orphan Working School pass ; and it occurred to me, 
that if religion had done nothing more for mankind, it had 
at least provided for the introduction of these ninety-four 
orphans into respectable and honorable situations in life." 

Christians, in the World. — ^A person once pleading with 
Bishop Home for going into worldly society, said, "You 
know, believers are called to be the salt of the earth." "Yes," 
said the bishop, "but if the salt be cast into the ocean, from 
whence it was first drawn, it will melt awaj^and vanish en- 
tirely." 

Ohristians, the Influence of, merely Nominal. — ^Brain- 
ard the missionary informs us, that when among the American 
Indians, at one place, where there was a great number, he 
halted, and offered to instruct them in the truth of Christian- 
ity. " Why," said one of them, " do you desire the Indians 
to become Christians, seeing the Christians are so much worse 
than the Indians? The Christians lie, steal and drink, worse 
than the Indians. They first taught the Indians to be dnmk. 
They steal to so great a degree, that their rulers are obliged 
to hang them for it; and even that is not enough to deter 
others from the practice. But none of the Indians were ever 
hanged for stealing; and yet they do not steal half so much. 
We will not consent, therefore, to become Christians, lest we 
should be as bad as they. We will live as our fathers lived, 
and* go where our fathers are when we die." Notwithstand- 
ing Mr. B. did all he could to explain to them that these 
were not Christians in heart, and that he did not want them 
to become such as these, he could not prevail, but left them, 
mortified at the thought, that the wickedness of some, who 
are called Christians, should produce such prejudices. 

CrvnjTT. — ^When Zechariah Pox, a wealthy merchant of 
Liverpool, was asked by what means he had realized so large 
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a fortune as he possessed, he replied : '^ By one article alone, 
in which thou mayest deal too, and that is civility. ^^ 

Civility, often confebs Happiness. — ^^ If a civil word, or 
two, will render a man happy," said a French king, ^^he must 
be a wretch indeed, who will not give them to him." K all 
superiors, or rather if all mankind, would keep this in view, 
how much happier would the world be than it now is! A 
kind and courteous disposition, is like lighting another man's 
candle by our own ; the latter losing none of its light, by what 
the former gains. 

CiviLnT, Pbopeb in All. — It is related of Pope Clement 
XIT., that when he ascended the papal throne, he was waited 
on by the ambassadors of various nations who came to con- 
gratulate him on his honors. When they were introduced 
and bowed, he Iretumed the salutation by bowing in return to 
them; and on being told, by the master of ceremonies, that 
his office was so high that he should not have returned their 
salute, he replied : ^^ Oh, I beg your pardon ; but I have not 
been pope long enough to make me forget my good manners." 

« 

CiviiJTY, TO THB HuMBLE. — ^Whcu Sir William Johnson 
returned the salutation of a poor colored man who had bowed 
to him in the street, he was reminded by the friend with 
whom he was walking, that he had done what was unusual 
and unfashionable. " Perhaps so," he replied, **^but I would 
not be outdone in good manners by a negro." The same 
anecdote, in substance, is related of Washington. 

CoAcmcAN, HOW TO CHOOSE ONE. — ^An old gentieman, having 
lost his coachman by death, advertised for a successor. The 
first who applied, giving a satisfactory account of his charac- 
ter and capacity for such a place, was asked how near he 
could drive to the edge of a road where a sloping bank 
presented danger. He replied, ^'To an inch." The old 
gentieman ordered him to ' be supplied with suita,ble refresh- 
mentSy and to leave his address, adding, that if he wished for 
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his varices, he Bhould hear from him in a daj or two. Shorily 
afterward, a second applied, who underwent the same exami* 
nation as the former, and -replied to the last question, that 
*^he could drive to half an inch," and had often done it; he 
also received the same dismission, with the same civilities as 
the former ap|dicant. Soon afterward, a third applied, and 
on being asked how near he could drive to the edge of a sharp 
declivity, in case of necessity, coolly replied, ^' Really, I do 
not know, sir, having never tried ; ^for it has always been my 
maxim to get as far as possible from such danger, and I have 
had my reward in my safety and that of my employers." 
With this reply the old gentleman expressed his entire satis- 
faction, and informed the man that, if he could procure a 
proper recommendation, wages should not part them, adding, 
^^ I am grown old and timid, and want a coachman on whose 
prudence and care I can rely, as well as his skill." Would 
it not be well if those who are engaged in commercial pursuits 
would avoid, as carefully as this prudent coachman did, the 
edge of the precipice ? In this case, balmy sleep would ofl;ener 
Ught on the eyelids of persons so employed, and the ship* 
wreck of fortune would not so oft»n occur. But let the 
professor of godliness especially remember this true and use> . 
fill narrative, and avoid the dizzy edge of temptation. 

Commandment, the Eleventh. — ^A singular minister, having 
heard of a difficulty between some of his parishioners, gave 
notice that he would preach on the eleventh commandment; 
and when all were wondering and inquiring as to what cotdd 
be his meaning, he announced as his text, ^' A new command- 
ment I give unto you, thai ye lave one another.** 

• 

Commandment, the Second Suppressed bt the Papists. — 
The Rev. Mr. Temple, one of the American missionaries at 
Malta, has related the following fact : ^^ My teacher, a native 
of Italy, came into my room one morning, and took up a 
tract, then lying on my table, and immediately cast his eyes 
upon the ten commandments, which I had inserted at the 
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end. Ab soon as he had read the second commandment, he 
expressed much astonishment, and asked whether this was 
part of the decalogue. I immediately showed him this com- 
mandment in Archbishop Martini's ^Italian Translation of 
the Latin Yulgate.' He could not suppress his feelings of 
surprise on reading this in the Italian Bible, and in a yersion, 
too, authorized by the pope. ^I have lived,' said he, ^ fifty 
years; have been publicly educated in Italy; have had the 
command of a regiment of men, and fought in many cam- 
paigns; but, till this hour, I never knew that such a com- 
mandment as this was written in the pages of the Bible.' " 

COMMENTARIBB, NOT ALWAYS PLAIN. — ^Whcu Eev. Thomas 

Scott, the celebrated commentator on the Bible, had published 
an edition of Bunyan's Pilgrim's Progress with expository 
notes, he benevolently presented a copy to one of his poor 
parishioners. Meeting him soon after, Mr. Scott inquired 
whether he had read it. The reply was, "Yes, sir." "Do 
you think you imderstand it ? " " Oh yes, sir," was the answer ; 
" and I hope before long that I shaU be able to tmderstand 
the notes.*' , 

GoNOEFT, SILENCED. — ^At a dinner party, one of the company 
challenged any person to start a question to which he could 
not give a satis£eu)tory answer. All were silent, till a worthy 
clergyman said : " This plate furnishes me with a question. 
Here is a fish that has always lived in salt water; pray tell 
me why it should come out a fresh fish, and not a salt one?" 
The boaster was silenced ; nor was there one in the room who 
envied him his feelings. 

CoNSdBNCB, Conviction Bit — ^The well-known Lorenzo 
Dow, while going on Simday to preach, heard a man swearing 
bitterly, about an ax that somebody had stolen from him the 
night before. Dow went up to Mm, and said, " Come along 
with me to the meeting, where I am going to preach, and I 
will find your ax." The man consented; and as they came 
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near the church, Dow stopped and* picked up a good-eized 
stone, which he took with him into the pulpit The subject 
of his sermon was well fitted to his particular object; and 
when he was about in the middle of it, he stopped short, took 
the stone in his hand, and raising it in a threatening attitude, 
as if about to throw, said, ^^ A man in this neighborhood had 
an ax stolen last night, and if the person who stole it does 
not dodge, I will hit him in the forehead with this stone^* at 
the same time making a violent effort to throw it, when a 
person in the audience was observed to dodge his head, as if 
to avoid it. It need scarcely be added, that he was the guilly 
one! 

GoNSCiENGE, ITS Remobse. — ^^'Somo years since," says a 
distinguished minister, ^^I visited the Philadelphia Asylum, 
where I saw a man standing, fixed and inunovable, like a 
pillar. I asked who it was, and was told it was the son of 
Dr. B., and that he had killed a man in a duel. There he 
stood, like a pillar. Sometimes he would wake up to recol-^ 
lection, and pace*off a distance, and give the word ^Fire!' 
Then he would cry out, ^ He is dead, he is dead ! ' This was 
thcf power of conscience ; it had unsettled reason, and made 
him a maniac for life ! " 

' Consistency, Christian. — ^The following anecdote is related 
by the Rev. Dr. S., of America, in his letters furnishing an 
account of his journey to'Europe, as being well authenticated. 
When George IV. was in Ireland, he told Lord Boden, that 
on a particular morning he was coming to breakfast with him. 
He accordingly came ; and, bringing with him two or three 
of the nobility, happened to arrive just as his lordship and 
family assembled for domestic worship. Lord Roden, being 
told his guest had arrived, went to the door, and met bim 
with every expression of respect, and seated bim and the 
gentlemen that accompanied him in his parlor. He then 
turned to the king, and said : " Your majesty will not doubt 
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that I feel highly honored hj this visit; but there is a duty 
which I have not yet discharged this morning, which I owe 
to the King of kings — ^that of performing domestic worship; 
and your majesty will be kind enough to excuse me while I 
retire with my household and attend to it.'' ^* Certainly," 
replied the king, ^^but I am going with you;'' and imme- 
diately rose, and followed him into the hall, where the family 
were assembled; and taking his station in an old arm-chair, 
remained during the family devotions. This 'anecdote cer- 
tainly reflects honor upon his lordship and his majesty; while 
it exhibits in the one the dignity of unyielding Christian 
principles, it displays in the other the courtesy of a gentleman, 
and the regard felt for a consistent religious character. 

Consistency, its Influence. — ^Mr. Innes, in his work on 
Domestic Beligion, mentions a fact strikingly illustrative of 
the power of consistent conduct. A young man, when about 
to be ordained as a Christian minister, stated that at one 
period of his life he had been nearly betrayed into the princi- 
ples of infidelity. ^^ But," he added, ^^ there was one argument 
in fiEivor of Christianity which I could never refute, the t^n- 
sbtent conduct of my own father! " 

Consistency, rra Influence. — ^When Lord Peterborough 
lodged for a season with Fenelon, Archbishop of Cambray, he 
was so delighted with his piety and virtue, that he exclaimed 
at parting, ^^ If I stay here any longer, I shall become a 
Christian in spite of myself." 

Consistency, its Practical Power. — Children, says the 
Bev. W. Jay, have conveyed religion to those from whom 
they ought to have derived it. ^^ Well," said a mother one 
^ day, weeping, her daughter being about to make a public pro- 
fession of religion by going to the Lord's table, ^^ I will resist 
no longer. How can I bear to see iny dear child love and 
read the Scriptures, while I never loobinto the Bible; to see 
her retire and seek Ood, while I never pray; to see her £oing 

6 
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to the Lord's table, while his death is nothing to me?" ^' Ah, 
sir," said she to the minister who called to inform her 
of her daughter's intention, wiping her eyes, *^I know she 
is right, and I am wrong ; I have seen her firm under reproach, 
and patient under provocation, and cheerful in all her suffer- 
ings. When, in her late illness, she was looking for dissolu- 
tion, heaven stood in her fioMse. Oh that I was as fit to die ! I 
ought to have taught her, but I am sure she ^as taught me. 
How can I bear to see her joining the church of God, and 
leaving me behind, perhaps forever?" From that hour she 
prayed in earnest, that the €k>d of her child would be her 
God, and was soon seen walking with her in the way everlast* 
i^g. Is this mere supposition? More than one eye, in read- 
ing this allusion, will drop a testimony to the truth of it. 
" We speak that we do know, and testify that we have seen." 
May God bless us, and make us blessings. 

CONSISTENCT, TRIBUTE TO FTB VaLUE PROM A PRINCE. — ^Whcu 

Lady Huntingdon became the subject of* divine grace, her 
change of mind was soon observed by her exalted associates, 
who endeavored in vain to turn her aside fix>m the path she 
had chosen. One day, at court, the then Prince of Wales 
asked Lady Charlotte E., ^^ Where is my Lady Huntingdon, 
that she is so seldom here?" The lady of fashion replied, 
with a sneer, " I suppose, praying with her beggars." The 
prince shook his head, and said, ^' Lady Charlotte, when I am 
dying, I think I shall be happy to seize the skirt of Lady 
Huntingdon's mantle, to carry me up with her to heaven." 

Contented. — ^Lord North, during the American war, being 
gratified with a political pamphlet, written by the Rev. J. W. 
Fletcher, of Madeley, sent to that minister to know what 
service would be acceptable to him. Mr. Metcher sent him 
word, that he wanted but one thing, which it was not in his 
lordship's power to give him ; and that was, more grace. 

Contented, never. — ^A laundress, who was employed in 
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tbe family of a genfleman of wealth, said to him with a sigh, 
** Only think, sir, how little money wotQd make me happy ! '' 
'* How little, madam ? " says the gentleman. ^^ Oh, dear sir, 
one hundred dollars would make me perfectly happy." ^^If 
Hiat is all, you shall have it," and he immediately gave it to 
her. She looked at it with joy and thankfiilness, but before 
the giver was out of hearing, exclaimed, '^ I wish I had said 
two htmdred.^* 

Contented, why. — ^An Italian bishop struggled through 
great difficulties, without repining or betraying the least imr 
patience. One of his intimate friends, who highly admired 
the yirtues which he thought it impossible to imitate, one day 
asked the prelate if he could conmiunicate the secret of being 
always easy? "Yes," replied the old man: "I can teach 
you my secret with great facility; it consists in nothing more 
than making a right use of my eyes." His friend begged of 
him to explain himself. "Most willingly," returned the 
bishop. " In whatever state I am, I first of all look up to 
heaven, and remember that my principal business here is to 
get there; I then look down upon the earth, and call to mind 
how small a place I shall occupy in it, when I die and am 
buried; I then look abroad into tiie world, and observe what 
multitudes ther^ are who are in all respects more unhappy 
than myself. Thus I learn where true happiness is placed ; 
where all our cares must end; and what littie reason I have 
to repine or to complain." 

OoNTENncENT. — ^^ K two angels," says John Newton, " were 
■ent down from heaven, one to conduct an empire, and the 
other to sweep its streets, they would feel no inclination to 
change employments." 

OoNTENTMENT, HOW TAUGHT. — Cato, a pattern of moder»> 
tion, was very early taught the happy art of contentment, by 
the following circumstance. Near his country seat was a 
cottage, formerly belonging to Marcus Oorius, who was tfarioe 
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honored with a triumph. Oato often walked thither, and 
reflecting on the smaUness of the farm and the meanneftB of 
the dwelling, used to meditate on the peculiar virtues of the 
man, who, though he was the most illustrious character in 
Bome, had subdued the fiercest nations, and driyen Pyrrhus 
out of Italy, cultivated this little spot of ground with his own 
hands, and, after three triumphs, retired to his own cotU^. 
Here the ambassadors of the Samnites found him in the 
chimney-comer dressmg turnips, and offered hun a krge 
present of gold ; but he absolutely refused it, remarking, ^^ A 
man, who can be satisfied with such a supper, has no need of 
gold: and I think it more glorious to conquer the possessors 
of it, than to possess it myself." Full of these thoughts, 
Cato returned home; and taking a view of his own .estate, 
his servants, and his manner of life, increased his labor, and 
retrenched his expenses. 

GoNTENTHENT, Rare. — ^A gentleman living in an elegant 
house, once advertised that he would give* it to any one who 
was perfectly contented. After some time an applicant pre- 
sented himself, saying that he was perfectly contented, and 
asking that the offered gift should be bestowed upon himself. 
**But are you sure," said the gentleman, "that you Bxeper- 
fectly contented?" "Yes," was the reply of the other. 
" Then what do you want of my house ? " was the next 
question, which settled at once that he, at least, could not 
justly claim the gift which had been offered. 

Contentment, Babe. — ^It is recorded of Franklin, that, 
when a young man expressed his surprise that a gentleman 
well known to them, of unboimded wealth, should appear 
more anxious after business than the most assiduous clerk in 
a counting-house, the doctor took an apple from the fruit- 
basket, and presented it to a little child, who could just totter 
about the room. The child could scarcely grasp it in his 
hand ; he then gave it another, which occupied the other hand. 
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Then choosing a third, remarkable for its size and beauty, he 
inresented that also. The child, after many ineffectual at- 
tempts to hold the three, dn^ped the last on the carpet, and 
burst into tears. ^^ See there," said Franklin, ^^ there is a 
little man with more riches than he can enjoy." The increase 
of painful care, anxiety, and trouble, generally bears at least 
an equal proportion to the increase of riches. The peace of 
the child was not broken until the attempt was made to obtain 
the grasp of the third apple; had but two been thought of, 
its happiness would have been great. 

Contentment, Reason fob. — ^A king walking out one 
morning, and seeing a stable-boy, said, ^^ Well, my boy, what 
do you do, and what do they pay you ? " "I help in the 
stable," said the lad, ^^ and have nothing but food and cloth- 
ing." " Be contented," said the king, " for I have no more 
than this myself." True it is, that all the richest possess, 
beyond food, and raiment, and a dwelling-place, is what they 
rather have the possessing and disposing, than the enjoyment 
of. A stable-boy who thinks and feels correctly, has enough 
to make him contented ; and a king if he have a discontented 
spirit, will find some plea for indulging it. 

CONTENnCENT, THE MANIFESTATION OF IN ACTUAL LiFE. — 

Almost every one is acquainted with that beautiful tract, 
'^ The Shepherd of Salisbury Plain." The substance of this 
narrative is a correct account of David Saunders, of West 
Lavington, who died about the period of its publication. The 
conversation represented as passing between the shepherd and 
a Mr. Johnson, really took place with Dr. Stonehouse, a 
neighboring clergyman, who afterward befriended the shep- 
herd on many occasions. 

Dr. Stonehouse, who was on a journey, and somewhat fear- 
ful from the appearance of the sky that rain was at no great 
distance, accosted the shepherd with asking what sort of 
weather he thought it would be on the morrow. ^' It will be 



86 ANBCBOTBS FOB THB rAKILT. 

such weather as pleases me/' answered the shepherd. Though 
Hie answer was delivered in the mildest and ciyilest tone that 
could be imagined, Dr. S. thought the words themselyes 
rather rude and surly, and asked him how that could be. 
'^ Because," replied the sliepherd, *' it will be such weather as 
shall please God ; and whateyer pleases him always pleases 
me." 

Dr. S. was quite satisfied with this reply, and entered into 
conversation with the shepherd in the following manner: 
^^ Yours is a troublesome life, "honest friend." ^^To be sure, 
sir," replied the shepherd, ^^ 'tis not a very lazy life; but 'tis 
not so toilsome as that which my great Master led for my 
sake, and he had every state and condition of life at his choice, 
and chose a hard one, while I only submit to the lot that is 
appointed me." ^^ You are exposed to great cold and heat," 
said the gentieman. ^^True, sir," said the shepherd; ^^but 
then I am not exposed to great temptations ; and so throwing 
one thing against another, Ood is pleased to contrive to make 
things more equal than we poor, ignorant, short-sighted crear 
tures are apt to think. David was happier when he kept his 
father's sheep on such a plain as this, and singing some of 
his own psalms, perhaps, than ever he was when he became 
king of Israel and Judah. And, I dare say, we should never 
have had some of the most beautiful texts in all those fine 
psalms, if he had not been a shepherd, which enabled him to 
make so many fine comparisons and similitudes, as one may 
say, from a country life, flocks of sheep, hills and valleys, and 
fountains of water." 

^^ You think, then," said the gentleman, ^' that a laborious 
life is a happy one?" 

^' I do, sir ; and more especially so, as it exposes a man to 
fewer sins. If King Saul had continued a poor laborious man 
to the end of his days, he might have lived happy and honest, 
and died a natural death in his bed at last, which you know, 
sir, was more than he did. But I speak with reverence, fi>r 
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it was DiTine Providenoe ovemiled all that, you know, sir; 
and I do not presume to make comparisons. Besides, sir, my 
employment has been particularly honored. Moses was a 
shepherd in the plains of Midian. It was to shepherds, keep- 
ing their flocks by night, that the angels appeared in Bethle- 
hem, to tell the best news, the gladdest tidings, that were oyer 
revealed to poor, sinfiil men ; often and often has the thought 
warmed my poor heart in the coldest night, and fiUed me 
with more joy and thankfulness than the best supper could 
have done." 

A few additional particulars respecting David Saunders 
may be acceptable. 

Gk>d blessed him with an excellent wife and numerous ofl^ 
spring: he had sixteen children, and twelve of them, at one 
tinie, were ^^like olive-branches round his table." It is not 
to be supposed that a poor shepherd, with such a jQunily, 
could be without difficulties, especially as his wife suffered 
much from sickness; but she was a pious, notable woman; 
and all the children were brought up in early habits of indus- 
try. When trouble used to prey upon her spirits, her constant 
method was to repair, with cries and tears, to her husband's 
large Bible, which he used to keep in the thatch of his cottage ; 
and there, as her daughter has since related, she always found 
something to comfort or support her under her afflictions. 

Her husband, good man, fled to the same resource in all 
his trials. His wages were but 6«. Sd. weekly, out of which 
he was sometimes obliged to pay a boy for assistance ; but 
when times of peculiar necessity occurred, Qod always raised 
him up a friend. Dr. (afterward Sir James) Stonehouse 
repeatedly assisted him ; and sometimes his good neighbors, 
in humbler life, united to supply his wants. In one of his 
letters, in his old age, he thus writes, with much Christian 
simplicity: ^^ As for my part, I am but very poorly in body, 
having very sore legs, and can not perform the business of 
my flock without help. As to the things of this world, I have 
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bot little share; having my little cot to pray and praise God 
in, and a bed to rest on; so I have just as much of this world 
as I desire. But my garment is worn out, and some of my 
Christian firiends think they must put their mites together 
and buy me one, or else I shall not be able to endure the cold 
in the winter: so I can say, Good is the Lord. He is still 
fulfilling his promise, ^ I will never leave thee, nor forsake 
thee.'" 

About a year before his death, the loss of sight totally 
incapacitated him for his pastoral office, (as it may be called,) 
but the neighboring farmers invited him to visit them for a 
month together. It had been his constant prayer that the 
Lord would not let him long struggle with death, or lie long 
ill, so as to be troublesome to his friends; and the liord 
granted his request. 

Being on a visit to one of his firiends at Wyke, the aged 
saint imited, as usual, with the family in prayer; and was 

own room. He slept with the son of his kind host; and 
after he was in bed, began to open to him the things of God, 
and talked to him of the blessed Jesus, till ho fell asleep, to 
wake no more till the resurrection of the just; for in the 
morning he was found dead. At the joint expense of his 
friends, and as a mark of their particular respect, his remains 
were conveyed to his own parish, where they were interred 
with more than usual solemnity, about the middle of Septem- 
ber, 1796, and in the eightieth year of his age. Thus was 
he, as a shock of corn fully ripe, gathered into the gamer of 
the Lord. 

Controversy, Coolness m. — ^When Dr. Swift was arguing 
one day witb great coolness, with a gentleman who had be- 
come exceedingly warm in the dispute, one of the company 
asked him how he could keep his temper so well. ^^The 
reason is," replied the dean, '^ I have truth on my side." 
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OONTBOYERBT, HOW TO ENOW WHO HAS THE ADVANTAGE IN. — 

A cobbler at Leyden, who used to attend the discussions at the 
academy, was asked if he understood Latin. ^^ No/' said he, 
" but I always know who is right and who wrong in the argu- 
ment." " How ? " asked his friend. " Why, by seeing who 
is angry first." 

OoNYEBSioN, OF THE AoED, Babe. — ^In a scrmou to young 
men, the. late Dr. Bedell once said, ^^I have now been nearly 
twenty years in the ministry of the gospel, and I here publicly 
state to you, that I do not believe I could enumerate three 
persons over fifty years of age, whom I have ever heard ask 
the solemn and momentous question, ^ What shall I do to be 
saved ? ' " 

Counsel and Admonition, the Effect of. — ^Lady Hunting- 
don once spoke to a workman who was repairing a garden 
wall, and pressed him to thoughtfulness on the state of his 
soul. Some years afterward, she was speaking to another 
man on the same subject, and said, ^^ Thomas, I fear you never 
pray, nor look to Jesus Christ for salvation." "Your lady- 
ship is mistaken," answered the man ; " I heard what passed 
between you and James at such a time, and the word you 
designed for him took effect on me." "How did you hear 
it ? " " I heard it on the other side of the garden, through a 
hole in the wall, and shall never forget the impression I 
received." 

Courage, Tbue. — ^An officer of distinction and tried valor, 
refiised to accept a challenge sent by a young officer, but 
returned the following answer: "I fear not your sword, but 
the sword of my God's anger. I dare venture my life in a 
good cause, but can not hazard my soul in a bad one. I will 
charge up to the cannon's mouth for the good of my country, 
but I want courage to storm hell ! " 

Courage, True. — Colonel Oardiner, haying received a 
challenge to fight a duel, made the following truly noble and 
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Ohristian replj: ^^I fear smning, though you know, sir, I do 
not fear fighting;" thus showing his conviction of a &xst too 
often forgotten, that the most impressiye manifestation of 
courage is to ^^ obey Grod rather than man." 

Cbown, the, sought. — ^A French officer, who was a prisoner 
upon his parole at Beading, met with a Bible : he read it, and 
was so impressed with its contents, that he was convinced of 
the folly of sjkeptical principles, and of the truth of Christianity, 
and resolved to become a Protestant. When his gay asso- 
ciates rallied him for taking so serious a turn, he said, in his 
vindication, ^^I have done no more than my old school-fellow, 
Bemadotte, who has become a Lutheran." "Yes, but he 
became so," said his associates, " to obtain a crown." " My 
motive, said the Christian officer, " is the same ; we only di£for 
as to the place. The object of Bemadotte is to obtain a crown 
in Sweden; mine is to obtain' a crown in heaven." 

Cbueltt, of a Persecutor, punished.— The name of Bishop 
Cardiner, a cniel popish persecutor in the days of Queen 
Mary, must be £Euniliar to most of our readers. Perhaps few 
instances of his opposition to pure Christiaiiity, were more 
decisive than the last in which he was engaged, and it is 
scarcely possible to deny that the displeasure of God fell upon 
him for it. On the day of the martyrdom of Bidley and Lati- 
mer, Gardiner waited with impatience for the account of their 
burning, having arranged that messengers should be dis- 
patched to inform him as soon as the pile should be set on 
fire. He delayed sitting down to his dinner till he received 
the desired intelligence, which arrived about four o'clock. 
He now sat down to his dinner, and, as Fox remarks, ^^ He 
was not disappointed of his lust, but while the meat was yet 
in his mouth, the heavy wrath of God came upon him." 
While at table he felt the first attacks of a mortal disease, the 
effect of vices in which he had long indulged; and though, 
for some days afterward, he was able to go out and attend the 
parliament, his iUness rapidly increased, until, as was stated 
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by one of his contemporaries, he became so oflfensive, ^^ that it 
was scarcely possible to get any one to cpme near him.'' The 
sufferings of his mind were not less painful than those of his 
body. He frequently exclaimed, ^^I have sinned like Peter, 
but I have not wept like him." Dr. Day, the Bishop of 
Ohichester, seeing his dreadful state, and knowing that 
the juggleries of popery could not afford any support at such 
an hour, endeavored to comfort him with the offers of free 
justification through the blood of Christ, made in the Scrip- 
tures. Gardiner, convinced but not changed, showed the 
natural enmity of the heart of man against the doctrines of 
grace, exclaiming, ^^ What! my lord, will, you open that gap 
now ? Then farewell altogether. To me, and such others in 
my case, indeed you may speak it; but open this window to 
the people, and then farewell altogether." He endured these 
[Protracted pains longer than Ridley and Latimer had suffered, 
lingering in this state till the thirteenth of November, during 
which time it is recorded, that ^^ he spake little but blasphemy 
and filthiness, and gave up the ghost with curses in his mouth, 
in terrible and inexpressible torments." What were the 
sufferings of the martyrs compared with these ? Surely every 
reader will exclaim, ^^Let me die the death of the righteous, 
and let my last end be like his." 

Cruelty, punished, — Some years ago, there lived in the 
viUage of Sutton Basset, in Leicestershire, an elderly man 
who was quite blind, but who, from his early acquaintance 
and familiarity with the place before this great misfortune 
befell him, was enabled to find his way about the village and 
surrounding fields without a guide. He was particularly the 
butt and jest of a poor sinful woman, who lived near the foot- 
path stile, and who recognized not the hand of Grod in his 
affliction. She frequently attempted to impose on him for the 
mere purpose of plaguing and distressing him, and had one 
day contrived a very disagreeable vexation, which, to her 
merriment, succeeded. But, shortly after this, she gave birth 
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to a son, vho was bom stone-blind ; and her following child, 
a son, was also bom. blind ; and these two unfortunate youths 
were liTing, in 1888, in the above-named village, and obtained 
a precarious livelihood bj opening the gates for passengers, 
on the roads adjoining the place, with the addition of a small 
allowance from the parish. They were two fine-grown lads, 
and of about equal size. They were regarded by their neigh- 
bors as the objects of Gk)d's just displeasure- against the wanton 
and foolish wickedness of their parent. We may be sure sin 
will find us out; if not in this world, it will in the next ; but 
even here sinners are not always exempted from punishment. 

CRUiaLTY, TO ANiMAua, PUNiBHBa). — ^Tho history of a citizen 

of A , is remarkable, on account of his seven sons, who, 

though not otherwise deformed, were quite dumb. The fEither 
was constantly sorrowing over his sons, and could not compre- 
hend why God visited him so dreadfully, more than other 
fathers. One day he accompanied them to a neighboring 
fiEtrm where an old Swiss sold refreshments. The afSicted 
&ther looked with much feeling at his sons, who sat blooming 
and healthy round the table. The tears started in his eyes, 
and he exclaimed, "0 God! why have I deserved this?" 
The old Swiss, who had overheard him, drew him on one side, 
and said, with honesty, '^I see you are downcast at the afflic- 
tion of your sons ; but I do not wonder at it. Do you not 
remember, I knew you from your youth, when a boy, how you 
laid snares for the birds, and when caught, tore their tongues 
out of their mouths, and then with malignant joy let them fly 
again? How often have I not warned you! Oh, the birds 
under the heavens, who could not praise God with their 
tongues, have accused you, and you shall never hear the sweet 
name of father from the lips of your children.'' 

Cruelty to Anihaus, the Besult of. — ^At a place near 
Penzance, some men and boys, accompanied by two young 
women, having fastened a bullock's horn to the tail of a dog. 



AHIODOTVS FOB THB WXKIhT. 98 

tamed Hie affirighted aaim&l iMee, and followed it vith bmtal 
exultations. The dog, pursued bf its savage tormentors, 
meeting a cart laden with coals, the horses took &ight ; the 
driver was thrown off, and the wheels passing over his head, 
he was killed on the epot. The persons who had occasioned 
this melancholy accident immediately suspended their chase 
of the dog, and the joung women, on coming up, found that 
tiie lad, who had been killed, was their brother^ 




Cbystal Palace. — ^The Cryetal Palace, in New York, is at 
its base octagonal in form ; assuming above, the form of a 
Greek cross, with a dome over the intersection. Length and 
breadth of the building, each three hundred and sixtj-five 
feet; height of the dome, one hundred and forty-eight feet; 
ground floor, one hundred and eleven thousand square feet; 
galleries, sizly-two thousand square feet; whole area, one 
hundred and seventy-three thoosand square feet, or about 
four aorea. 
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EATH.— "Death," says Lacon, "ia 
like thunder in two particolars: ve 
are alarmed at the sound of it; and it 
is formidable only frtan that which 
preceded it." 

Death, a Great Letzleb. — ^Aa Alexander the 
^Oreat was marching in pomp at the head of hiB 
mighty army, he passed where Diogenes, in his tub, waa very 
intently engaged in examining, arranging, uid r&«iTanging a 
heap of bones. The conqueror, causing his hosts to halt, thus 
spoke: "What doest thou there, DiogenesI" The cynic 
replied, "I have here the bones of thy father Philip, fhan 
which I am bying to separate those of hia lowest seirant ; but 
for the life of me I can not determine ' which ia which.' " 

Death, how viewed bt the CnBisnAN. — X pious Scotdi 
minister, being asked by a friend, during his last illness, 
whether he thought himself dying, replied, "Beally, friend, 
I care not whether I am or not ; for if I die, I shall be with 
God; and if I lire, God will be with me." 

Death, how viewed bt the Chribtun, when meab. — A 
good man, when dying, once sud, " Formerly, death appeared 
to me like a wide riTOr, but now it has dwindled to a little 
rill; and my comforts, which were as the rill, have become 
like the broad and deep river." 

Death, of Bibhop Bdtleb. — When this eminent prelate lay 
on his dying bed, he called for his chaplain and siud, " Though 
I have endeavored to avoid sin and please God to the utmost 
of my power, yet, from the cooBcionsness of perpetual infirmi- 
ties, I am still afraid to die." "My lord," said the chaplain, 
"you have forgotten that Jesus Christ is a Saviour." "True," 
was the answer, " but how shall I know that he is a Saviour 
fbrme?" "My lord, it is written, 'Him that comethunto 
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me I will in no wise cast out.' '' ^^ True/' said the bishop, 
^^ and I am surprised that, though I haye read that scripture 
a thousand times oyer, I neyer felt its yirtue till this moment; 
and now I die happy ! '' 

Death, of Cahdinal Mazabin. — Cardinal Mazarin, re- 
puted the most consummate statesman of his age, but whose 
great aim in life was to gratify his ambition, when on his 
death-bed, alarmed by the stings of conscience, cried out, 
" my poor soul ! what must become of thee ! Whither wilt 
thou go ? " Then turning to the queen-mother of France, he 
said, ^^ Madam, your fayors haye imdone me: were I to liye ^ 
again, I would be anything rather than a courtier." ' 

DsAtH, OF Cabdinal Wousby. — Cardinal Wolsey, one of 
the most eminent of British statesmen, poured forth his feel- 
ings in his last days in these memorable words: ^'Had I been 
as diligent to serye my God, as I haye been to please my king, 
he would not haye forsaken me now in my gray hairs.'' 

Death, of Db. Goodwin. — ^^.*Ah!" said Dr. Goodwin, in 
his last moments, ^4s this dying? How haye I dreaded as an 
enemy this smiling friend ! " 

Death, of Dttke of Luzehbitbo. — ^This illustrious man, on 
his death-bed, declared, ^^ That he would then much rather 
haye had it to reflect upon, that he had administered a cup 
of cold water to a worthy poor creature in distress, than that 
he had won so many battles as he had triumphed for." All 
the sentiments of worldly grandeur yanish at that unayoidable 
moment which decides the eternal state of men. 

Death, of Matthew Henbt. — ^This eminent Christian and 
diyine said, to his old and intimate friend, Mr. Dlidge, on his 
death-bed, ^^ You haye been usied to take notice of the sayings 
of dying men. This is mine; that a life spent in the sendee 
of God» and communion with him, is the most comfortable 
and pleasant life that any one can liye in this world." 
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Death, of Matthew Wabbbst. — ^The Bev. Matthew Waiten, 
being asked, in his last hours, how he was, answered, ^^ I am 
just going into eternity: but I bless God, I am neither 
ashamed to live, nor afraid to die." 

Death, of Mbb. Cecil. — ^^ My first convictions on the subject 
of religion," says the late Rev. R. Cecil, "were confirmed by 
observing that really religious persons had some solid happi- 
ness among them, which I felt the vanities of the world could 
not give. I shall never forget standing by the bedside of my 
sick mother. < Are not you afraid to die?' I asked. ^No.' 
* No ! Why does the uncertainty of another state give you no 
concern f * Because God has said. Fear not; when thou 
passest through the waters, I will be with thee ; and through 
the rivers, they shall not overflow thee. Let me die the 
death of the righteous.' " 

Death, op Polycarp. — ^When Polycarp, an ancient bishop 
of the church at Smyrna, was brought to the tribimal, the 
proconsul asked him if he was Polycarp ; to which he assented. 
The proconsul then began to exhort him, saying, " Have pity 
on thine own great age; swear by the fortune of Cesar; 
repent ; say, take away the atheists," meaning the Christians. 
Polycarp, casting his eyes solemnly over the multitude, waving 
his hand to them, and looking up to heaven, said, ' Take 
away these atheists;" meaning the idolaters around him. 
The proconsul still urging him, and saying, ^^ Swear, and I 
will release thee; reproach Christ;" Polycarp said, "Eighty 
and six years have I served him, and he hath never wronged 
me ; and how can I blaspheme my King who hath saved me ? " 
"I have wild beasts," said the proconsul, "and will expose 
you to them unless you repent." "Call them," said the 
martyr. " I will tame your spirit by fire," said the Roman. 
"You threaten me," said Polycarp, "with the fire which 
bums only for a moment, but are yourself ignorant of liie fire 
of eternal punishment, reserved for the ungodly." Soon 
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after, being about to be put to death, he exclaimed, ^^0 
Father of thy beloved and blessed Son, Jesus Christ ! Ood 
of all princifmlities and of all creation I I bless thee that thou 
hast counted me worthy of this day, and this hour, to receiye 
my portion in the number of the martyrs, in the cup of Christ. 
I pndse thee for all these things. I bless thee, I glorify thee, 
by the eternal High Priest, Jesus Christ, thy well-beloTed 
Son : through whom, end with whom, in the Holy Spirit, be 
glory to thee, both now and forever. Amen ! " 

Death op VoLTAmE. — Such were the horrors of mind in 
which this arch-infidel quitted the world, that the nurse who 
attended him, being many years afterward requested to wait 
on a sick Protestant gentieman, refused, till she was assured 
he was not a philosopher; declaring, if he were, she would on 
no account incur the danger of witnessing such a scene as she 
had been compelled to witness at the death of M. Yoltaire. 
Bishop Wilson, of Calcutta, mentions that he received this 
account from the son of the gentieman to whose dying bed the 
woman was invited. 

Death, op the Old and Young. — One of the old writers 
says: ^^ There is but this difference between the death of the 
old and young ; that the old go to death, and death comes to 
the young." 

Death, Preparation for, Needful. — One of the captains 
of Charles Y., requested the favor of a discharge from public- 
service. The emperor demanded the reason. The thoughtful 
officer replied, ^^ There ought to be a pause between the tumult 
of life and the day of death." It is said that this circumstance 
had a powerful effect in inducing the emperor to abandon his 
throne, and retire to a convent. 

Death, the Lot op All. — k libertine, of the most aban- 
doned character, happened to stroll into a church, where he 
heard the fifth chapter of Genesis read, stating that sudi and 

such persons lived so long a time, and yet the conclusion was, 

7 
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they ^^died:" Seth lived nine hundred and twelye yean, 
*^ and lie died ; " Enos, nine hundred and five, ^^ and he died." 
The frequent repetition of the words, ^^ he died," notwith- 
standing the great length of years they had lived, impressed 
him so forcibly with the thought of death and eternity, that, 
through divine grace, he became an exemplary Christian. 

Death, to be peepabed fob. — ^It is j'elated of Ben Syra, 
that, when a child, he begged his preceptor to instruct him in 
the law of God; but he was answered that he was too 
young to be taught these sacred mysteries. *^B\it, master," 
said the boy, " I have been in the burial-ground, and measured 
the graves, and find some of them shorter than myself; now, 
if I should die before I have learned the word of God, what 
would become of me, then, master ? " 

Death, to the Christian. — ^'^ Death to the Christian," says 
John Foster, "is not what it has often been called, * Paying 
the debt of nature.' No, it is not paying a debt ; it is rather 
like bringing a note to the bank, to obtain solid gold in 
exchange for it. In this case, you bring a cumbrous body 
which is nothing worth, and which you could not wish to 
retain long; you lay it down, and receive for it from the 
eternal treasure-house, liberty, victory, knowledge, rapture." 

Debauchee, the Qualifications fob being One. — A gay 
yoimg fellow, who piqued himself on the character of a liber- 
tine, was expatiating upon the qualifications necessary to 
form a perfect and accomplished debauchee; when, having 
finished his tirade, he turned to one of the company present, 
who seemed to receive this sally very gravely, and whom, 
therefore, he wished to insult, and asked his opinion. Not at 
all disconcerted at his insolence, the gentleman replied very 
dryly, " It appears to me, sir, that you have omitted two of 
the most important and essential qualifications." " Indeed ! 
and pray what may they be ? " " An excessively Veak head, 
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and a thoroughly bad heart." The rake was rilent, and soon 
afterward l^t the company. 

Debt, to be avoided. — ^'^I have discovered the philoso- 
pher's stone," said John Randolph, ''that turns everything 
into gold ; it is, ' Pay as you go.^ " 

Deception. — ^'^ Three persons," says Walpole, "you should 
never deceive ; your physician, your confessor, and your law- 
yer." How infinitely nobler the lesson of inspiration, that 
every man, to every other, should speak only the truth, and 
that, in th^ spirit of love ! 

Delay. — ^Archias, a supreme magistrate of the city of 
Thebes, was seated at a feast, surrounded by his friends, 
when a courier arrived in great haste, with letters containing 
an account of a conspiracy formed against him. " My lord," 
said the messenger, " the person who wrote these letters con- 
jures you to read them immediately, being serious things." 
" Serious things to-morrow," replied Archias, laughing, and 
then put the letters imder liis pillow. This delay was fatal. 
The conspirators that evening rushed into the banqueting 
room, and put the careless Archias, with all his guests, to the 
sword. " What folly," the reader exclaims, " not to attend to 
the warning given him ! " Folly, indeed ! But this is a folly 
of which multitudes are guilty, and in matters of the highest 
moment! 

Despondency, in Reugion, cured. — ^The Rev. Job Throg- 
morton, a Puritan divine, who was described by his contem- 
poraries as being ^^ as holy and as choice a preacher as any in 
England," is said to have lived thirty-seven years without any 
comfortable assurance as to his spiritual safety. When dying, 
he addressed the venerable Mr. Dod in the following words: 
"What will you say of him, who is going out of the world, 
and can find no comfort?" "What will you say of him," 
replied Mr. Dod, " who, when he was going out of the world, 
found no comfort, but cried, * My God, my God, why hast 
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thou forsaken ma?"* This prompt nplj admiiuBtered coiuo- 
lation to the troubled spirit of his dying fiiond, vho departed 
ao hour after, rejoicing In the Lord, 




DiBcovinuES AT Nineveh. — The wonderful discoveries made 
oy Layard, at Nineveh, reveal remains of palaces and colossal 
sculptures of the most remarkable character, which have been 
covered for more tlian twenty-five hundred years. Many of 
these sculptured stones have heen taken to England, and 
deposited in the British Museum. One of the most remark- 
able of these, is the colossal winged bull, represented in the 
cut above. The features of the fkce, the cap on the head, 
and the arrangement of the hair and beard, are Persian; &s 
wings estend over the back. The figure is supposed to 
represent one of the .Assyrian deities, as l^e attributes of 
inteUigenee, strei^th, and swiftness, are typified, by the head 
of a man. the body of the bull, and the wings of the eagle. 
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DiOB. — ^^*The only good flirow with dice,'^ says an old 
proverb, "ia to throw them away." 

DiLiOENCE, THE Rewaed OF. — ^^ Secst thou a man diligent 
in his business?" says Solomon; "he shall stand before 
kinjgs." We have a striking illustration of this aphorism in 
the life of Dr. Franklin, who, quoting the sentence himself, 
adds, "This is true: I have stood in the pf^esence of five 
kings, and once had the honor of dining with one." All in 
consequence of his having been "diligent in business" from 
bis earliest years. What a lesson is this for our youth, and 
for us all! 

DiSHONBSTY, DEFEATED. — ^In the year 1776, a very rich 
merchant of Lyons being at Paris, called on one of his corre- 
spondents ; he found him in a room apart from the house and 
completely private, and they were alone together. Suddenly 
the Parisian presented a pistol on full cock, with a draft for a 
hundred thousand livres, which he insisted his Lyonnese 
friend should sign. The visitor was at first struck dumb; 
but gradually recollecting himself, " Don't let us be vexed for 
such a trifle," said he, " the thing is easy enough." He then 
drew from his pocket a little writing-case, in which was a 
small pen. "What is that for?" said the Parisian; "here 
are pens and ink." "No," said the Lyonnese, "I can write 
with my own pen only." He then breathed on his pen, and 
seemed, during a few moments, to endeavor to write with it, 
but it proved to be too dry. He then asked for the use of 
another pen, and taking the pen and ink before him, he wrote 
his name at full length, in his usual style. Instantly, on 
quitting the house, he went and made affidavit of this fact. 
On his refusal to pay this bill, the cause was brought into 
court: the signature was proved; there was no witness to 
testify as to any violence used. The judge seemed to think 
the signature a forgery. " Forged," said the Parisian, " my 
friend gave it to me freely, in open day, as we were sitting 
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together very sociably in my priyate room: he tried a good 
while to make use of his own pen and ink; but, as his would 
not mark, he asked me for mine, and used them." The 
Lyonnese being examined as to the truth of this story, 
admitted that every word of it was true; but he pointed 
out the place where he had, not without intention, scrawled a 
few strokes. The judge threw on this spot a powder, which 
was handed to him, when immediately certain letters became 
visible to the court, and there plainly appeared on the bill, thus 
treated, immediately under the signature, " obtained by comr 
pulsion; pistol in hand." This discovery terminated the 
cause. 

Dishonesty, and rrs Punishment. — ^An anecdote is related 
of John Eyre, a man whose name is recorded in the annals of 
crime, as possessing £30,000, and yet being sentenced to 
transportation for stealing eleven quires of writing-paper, 
which shows, in a striking manner, the depravity of the 
human heart, and helps to account for the meanness of the 
crime of which he stood convicted. An uncle of his, a gen- 
tleman of considerable property, made his will in favor of a 
clergyman, who was his intimate friend, and committed it, 
unknown to the rest of the family, to the custody of the 
divine. However, not long before his death, having altered 
his mind with regard to the disposal of his wealth, he made 
another will, in which he left the clergyman only £500, 
bequeathing the bulk of his large property to his nephew 
and his heir-at-law, Mr. Eyre. Soon after the old gentle- 
man's death, Mr. Eyre, rummaging over his drawers, found 
this last will, and perceiving the legacy of £500 in it for the 
clergyman, without any hesitation or scruple of conscience, 
he put it into the fire, and took possession of the whole 
e£fects, in consequence of his uncle being supposed to die 
intestate. The clergyman coining to town soon after, and 
inquiring into the circumstances of his old friend's death, 
asked if he had made a will before he died. On being 
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answered by Mr. Eyre in the negative, the clergyman yeij 
coolly put his hand in his pocket, and pulled out the formes 
will, which had been committed to his care, in which Mr. 
Eyre had bequeathed him the whole of his fortune, amount- 
ing to several thousand pounds, except a legacy of JG200 to 
his nephew. 

D1BINTEBE8TEDNE8B. — Calvin, the celebrated reformer, was 
remarkable for his disinterestedness. His goods, his books, 
and his money, were not equal to one hundred and twenty- 
five crowns, and yet he refused, during his sickness, twenty- 
five crowns, which the council of Geneva oflfered to him, 
because he was incapable of fulfilling the appointed labors of 
his oflSce. 

Disobedience to Parents, rrs Results. — ^It was stated 
at a meeting of the American Prison Discipline Society, as 
the result of the examinations made by that institution into 
the history and career of the various criminals confined in 
the prisons of the United States, that in almost all cases their 
course of ruin began in disobedience to parents. This was 
followed by intemperance, and that made way for all other 
crimes. The statement was made by the secretary of the 
society, whose opportunities for observation have certainly 
been very great. 

Disobedience to Parents, its Punishhent. — The Rev. 
Philip Henry, speaking once of a wicked son in the neighbor- 
hood, that was very undutiful to his mother, charged some g[ 
his children to observe the providence of Ood concerning 
him. " Perhaps," said he, '' I may not live to see it, but do 
you take notice, whether Ood do not come upon him with 
some remarkable judgment in this ' life, according to the 
threatening implied in the reason annexed to the fifth com- 
mandment ;" but he himself lived to see it fulfilled not long 
after, in a very signal providence. 
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DiBKiLLBBT, THE, AND THE Orayetasd. — A. member of a 
ohuroh in , owned a distillery, and mannfactored intozi- 
eating drinks. He was an actiye Christian, and much engaged 
ix^oing good, and in Hie benevolent movements of the day; 
but being blinded by self-interest, or from want of thought, 
had never viewed his business in its true light. H^ pastor, 
grieved that so worthy a man should be engaged in a business 
which is a source of so much temporal and spirilnial ruin, 
resolved to give him a kind but Sedthful admonition on the sub- 
ject. While visiting one day at his house, the parishioner 
pointed to the graveyard which was near by, and said, " I love 
to look there, it seems to be the way to heaven." ^^Tes," said 
the pastor, ^^ and thtUy^ pointing to the distillery, ^' is the way 
to hell ! " It was a word in season ; and in a few weeks the 
distillery was leveled to the ground. 

Drebs. — ^A lady once asked a minister whether a person 
might not be fond of dress and ornaments without being 
proud. "Madam," replied the minister, "when you see the 
fox's tale peeping out of the hole, you may be sure the fox 
is within." 

Dress and Behavior. — A lady once asked the Bev. John 
Newton what was the best rule for female dress and behavior. 
" Madam," said he, " so dress and so conduct yourself, that 
persons who have been in your company shall not recollect 
what you had on." This wiU generally be the case where 
singularity of dress is avoided, and where intelligence of mind 
and gentleness of manners are cultivated. 

Drinking. — ^" The first draught," says Anacharsis, " serveth 
for health ; the second, for pleasure ; the third, for shame ; 
and the fourth, for madness." " In the bottle," says another, 
"discontent seeks for comfort; cowardice, for courage; bash- 
fulness, for confidence; sadness, for joy; and all find ruin!" 

Drinking. — Some one commending Philip of Macedon for 
drinking freely, " That," said Demosthenes, "is a good quality 
in a sponge J but not in a A»ng*." 



ANBODOTSB FOB THE FAMILY. 106 

Dbinxing, HB Sffbctb. — A. gentleman boasted that he had 
drank two, three, or four bottles of wine, every day for fifty 
years, and that he was as hale and hearty as ever. ^^But 
pray," sud a bystander, ^^ ?diere are your boon companions ? " 
" Ah," he replied quickly, " that's another affidr. To tell tiie 
whole truth, tiie &ct is, I haye buried three entire generations 
of them!" 

Deine[no, hb Result. — ^Mr. John B. Gough recently made 
this forcible declaration, that '^ every moderate drinker could 
abandon the intoxicating cup, if he wauldr— every inebriate 
toouldy if he cauld.*^ 

Drinking, bepboved. — Cyrus, when quite a youth, at the 
court of his grandfather Astyages, imdertook one day to per- 
form the oflSce of cup-bearer. He delivered the cup very 
gracefully, but omitted the usual custom of first tasting it 
himself. The kins reminded him of it, supposing he had 
forgotten the practice: "No, sir," replied Cyrus; "but I was 
afiraid there might be poison in it; for I have observed that 
the lords of your court, after drinking, become noisy, quarrel- 
some, and frantic; and that even you, sir, seem to have 
forgotten that you are a king." " Does not the same thing," 
replied Astyages, "happen to your fiither?" "Never," said 
Cyrus. " How"then ? " " Why, when he has taken what wine 
he chooses, he is no longer thirsty, that is all." 

Drinking, reproved by the Bbtttbs. — ^A Welshman was 
for some time awfully habituated to the vice of drunkenness, 
but was at length restored to sobriety by the following singular 
incident. He had a tame goat which would follow him to 
the alehouse he frequented. One day, by way of frolic, he 
gave the animal so much ale that it became intoxicated. 
What particularly struck the Welshman was, that from that 
time, though the creature would follow him to the door, he 
never could get it to enter the house. He was thereby led to 
see how much his sin had sunk him beneath a beast, and firom 
that period became a sober man. 
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Dbinking, tbndb to Excess. — ^It is mentioned, as Had wise 
saying of a wise man, by Hannah More, that in 1783, she sat 
next to Dr. Johnson, at a dinner-party at the Bishop of Ches- 
ter's. She says, ^^ I urged him to take a lUtk wine.'' He 
replied, '^ I can't drink a little, child ; therefore I neyer touch 
it. Abstinence is as easy to me as temperance would be 
difficult." 

Dbinks, Intoxicatino. — ^President Jefferson said: "The 
habit of using ardent spirits by men in office, has occasioned 
more injury to the public, and more trouble to me, than all 
other causes. And were I to commence my administration 
again, with the experience I now have, the first question I 
would ask respecting a candidate would be, ^Does he use 
ardent spirits?'" 

Drinks, iNTOXiCATiNOi — ^In a recent trial before the United 
States district court, Philadelphia, Judge Eane said: "R\im 
and other intoxicating drinks have sunk more seamen than 
all the tempests that ever blew ! " 

Dbunkabd, the, and his Dbeah. — ^The Rev. Mr. Tennant, 
of New Jersey, states, that a young man of his congregation, 
by trade a carpenter, of industrious habits, and good conduct, 
addicted himself to the drinking of ardent spirits; and from 
being remarkable for regularity and sobriety, became equally 
remarkable for idleness and vice. While pursuing this line 
of conduct, and neglecting his wife and childrdh, he one night 
dreamed, that returning from one of his drunken revels, and 
getting as far as the top of his own stairs, he fell from the 
top to the bottom, and broke his neck, but opened his eyes in 
hell ! Here his ears were deafened by the most boisterous 
sounds, such as he was accustomed to hear when frequenting 
the crowded tap-room, filled with persons of every nation, 
and kindred, and tongue, and people ; all seemingly enjoying 
themselves, and each roaring more lustily than another over 
their cups, which were abundantly well supplied by the 
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govemor ; to whom he tamed and said : ^^ What abominable 
lies they tell us in the other world ! they would make us 
belieye that hell is a place of endless fire and brimstone, 
where sinners are to be kept burning to all eternity ; but here 
all is mirth and jollity. I think I should like this place 
mighly well:" when, all of a sudden, every eye fixed upon 
him with a horrid glojre, as if to give him the lie, and rising 
from their seats, each tore open a cloak, which before hid 
them from his view, and presented a solid body of living fire, 
from the crown of the head to the sole of the foot. On seeing 
this fearful fflght, he grew pale and dumb with horror and 
awe ; his very soul seemed to die within him, and he besought 
the governor to let him '^escape for his life." "No, no," said 
the governor, "there is no discharge from this place; you see 
thousands coming in, but none going out." " Oh, but," said 
the young man, " if I had known what a place of horror this 
was, I should have lived a difierent life, an4 never have come 
to this place of torment. I implore of you to let me out on 
any condition." " Well," said the governor, " I will let you 
out on one condition, and that is, that you return here this 
day twelve months." " I will," said he, flying from the pit 
of destruction; which efibrt awoke him out' of his awful 
dream. Greatly alarmed, he flew frx)m his bed to unburden 
his mind to his long-neglected minister, who heard him with 
extreme concern. Mr. Tennant told him that it was of the 
Lord's mercy he was now out of, hell ; and if he did not hear 
the dreadful warning, repent, and begin a new course of life, 
God would certainly cut short his days, and he would reap 
the fruit of his doings through an etemily in hell, "where 
the worm dieth not, and the fire is not quenched." He told 
him likewise, from the Scriptures, that " now is the accepted 
time, now is the day of salvation: " "to-day if you will hear 
his voice, harden not your heart." The young man deter- 
mined on a new course of life ; forsook his former company, 
applied himself cheerfully to work, and soon had the deli{^t 
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of seeing his family comfortable and happy from his indnstry, 
the wages of which he never fidled to bring home. This 
reformation continued for six months, till one eyening, return- 
ing home, happy and contented, carrying his honest wages to 
his little family, he was met by some of his old profligate 
companions, who began to jeer him as a Methodist, and with 
not being able to enjoy himself as formerly. He endeavored 
to persuade them that he felt more real happiness now than 
he ever did when doiag as they did ; however, to prove to 
them that he was not so strict as they thought him, and Ihat 
he was not a Methodist, he would go* with them to take one 
glass. This fatal glass led to another, and that to a third: he 
returned to the tippling-house and the tap-room, till in a very 
short time he became tenfold more a child of heU than ever. 
After continuing this course for about six months, one night, 
returning from the whiskey-shop, intoxicated to a great degree, 
he tumbled from the top of the stairs to the bottom, broke his 
neck, and was taken up a lifeless corpse. The next morning 
notice was sent to Mr. Tennant, that such a man of his con- 
gregation was dead; and Mr. Tennant not having seen or 
heard of him for some time, the young man's striking dream 
flashed across his mind: he went to his diary, and there saw 
it was that very day twelve months the unhappy man had 
unfolded to him the awful warning of the wrath to come. 

Dbunkabd, the, and the Teetotaleb. — ^A drinking and 
half drunken man, assailing one who had forsaken drinking 
for total abstinence, cried out, ^^ There goes a teetotaler!" 
The person thus saluted, quietly waited a moment till the 
crowd had gathered to see what he would do or say, and then 
turning to his assailant, said, ^' There stands a drunkard! 
Three years ago he had (800, and now he can not produce a 
penny. I know he can not, for if he could, he would not be 
here, but at the public house to spend 4t in drinking! And 
here stands a teetotaler, with a purse full of money, honestly 
earned, and carefully kept. There stands a drunkard ! Three 



ANB.ODOTBS FOB THE FAICILT. 109 

years ago he had a watch, a coat, and decent clothes, and now 
he has nothing but rags upon him ; his watch is gone, and 
his shoes are open to both water and dust. And here stands 
a teetotaler with a good hat, good shoes, good clothes, and a 
good watch, all paid for. There stands a drunkard, who has 
no home that he can call his own, and is a curse to his family, 
and a pest to the community, and is fast sinking to the 
drunkard's grave ! And here stands a teetotaler, enjoying his 
home, surrounded with his happy family, and able and willing 
to do good to aU about him. And now my firiends, (address- 
ing the crowd,) which of us has the best of it?" The 
bystanders testified their approval of the teetotaler by loud 
shouts, while the poor, miserable victim of intemperance 
hung his head in shame, which ought to have led him to 
reformation. 

Dbunkenniss, the only Safety from rr. Total Aboti- 
NENCE. — One of the last of the kings of the Mohegans, was 
named Zachary, who notwithstanding his royal character was 
a great drunkard. But thinking one day of the dignity of 
his office, he resolved that he would drink no more. Just 
before the annual election, he was accustomed to dine with 
the governor of the state, the first Governor Trumbull. One 
of the governor's sons having heard of Z!achary's resolution, 
thought he would try him, and see if he would stick to his 
purpose and to the cold water. So at table, he said to the 
old chief, "Zachary, this beer is excellent; will you taste 
it?" The old man dropped his knife, leaned forward with 
stem intensity of expression, his black eye sparkling with an 
honest indignation, "John," said he, "you know not what 
you are doing; you are serving the Devil, boy! I tell you, I 
am an Indian ; and that if I should but taste your beer, I 
should never stop till I was ruined, and again become the 
poor, drunken, miserable wretch, your father remembers me 
to have been. John, while you live, never tempt a man to 
break a good resolution." This story Gol. Trumbull tells of 
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himself. Let all remember it, aod never tempt a man to 
break a good reeolutioD ! 




DRDMKAaD, THE Ekd OF THE. — ^A. B., a fanner of respectable 
connectLODB and poEsessed of a handsome property, but of 
intemperats habite, lately left his home in N. to go to the 
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neighboring grocery, there to spend the evening with his 
drinking associates. All night long hiis family waited for his 
return, but he came not, and in the morning he was found 
fh>z6n and sti£f in death within a few rods of his dwelling ! 

Drunkenness, bepboyed. — ^A gentleman, on entering a 
stage-coach, rubbing his head, with a yawn, said, ^^ My head 
aches dreadfully, I was very drunk last night." A person 
affecting surprise, replied, "Drunk, sir! what! do you get 
drunk?" "Yes," said he, "and so does every one at times, 
I believe. I have no doubt but you do." "No, sir," he 
replied, "I do not." "What! never?" "No, never; and 
amongst other reasons I have for it, one is, I never find, being 
sober, that I have too much sense: and I am loth to lose 
what little I have." This remark put an end to the conver- 
sation. 

DuELiNO, REBnE:ED. — ^It was in one of the Prussian cam- 
paigns, says Harte, in his life of Oustavus Adolphus, king of 
Swerfen, that the irrationb.1 practice of dueling rose to such 
a height in the Swedish army, not only among persons of 
rank and fashion, but even between the common soldiers, 
that Oustavus published I a severe edict, denouncing death 
against every delinquent. Soon after there arose a quarrel 
between two officers very high in command, and as they knew 
the king's firmness in preserving his word inviolable, they 
agreed to request an audience, and besought his permission 
to decide the affair like men of honor. His majesty repressed 
his passion, and under the appearance of pitying brave men 
who thought their reputation injured, he told them, that 
though he much blamed their mistaken notions of fiame and 
glory, yet as this unreasonable determination appeared to be 
the result of deliberate reflection, he would allow them to 
decide the affair fit a time and place specified : " And gentle- 
man," said he, " I myself will be a witness of your extraordi- 
nary valor." At the hour appointed, Gustavus arrived, 
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accompanied with a small body of infantry, whom he drew up 
around the combatants! Having done this, he desired them 
to fight on till one of them should be killed, and calling the 
executioner of the army to him, he ordered him, the moment 
one of them fell, to be ready instantly to behead the survivor. 
Astonished at such inflexible fimmess, the two generals, after 
pausing a moment, fell upon their knees, and asked the king's 
forgiveness, who made them embrace each other, and give 
their promise to continue faithful friends to their last moments ; 
as they both did, with sincerity and thankfulness. 

Duty, Best to be found in the Wat of. — ^The 19th of 
May, 1780, was remarkably' dark in Connecticut. Candles 
were lighted in many houses; the birds were silent, and 
disappeared, and domestic fowls retired to roost. The people 
were impressed by the idea that the day of judgment was at 
hand. This opinion was entertained by the legislature, at 
that time sitting at Hartford. The house of representatives 
adjourned: the council proposed to follow the exaftuple. 
Colonel Davenport objected. " The day of judgment," he 
said, "is either approaching, or it is not. If it is not, there 
is no cause for an adjournment: if it is, I choose to be found 
doing my duty. I wish, therefore, that candles may be 
brought." 

Duty, Fafthfulness to Ordinaky. — ^The Rev. J. Carter, 
one of the Puritan ministers, once came unexpectedly behind 
a Christian of his acquaintance, who was busily occupied in 
his business as a tanner. He gave him a pleasant tap on the 
shoulder ; the good man looked behind him, started, and said, 
"Sir, I am ashamed that you shoula find me thus." Mr. 
Garter replied, "Let Christ, when he cometh, find me so 
doing." "What!" said the good man, "doing thus?" 
"Yes," said Mr. C, "fiuthfully performing the duties of my 
calling." 
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Doty, NioaLECT op. — ^Dr. Chalmers, on his ifetam frdm 
Snglaiid, a few years ago, lodged in the house of a noblemaQ, 
liot fiir distant from Peebles. The doetor is known to eicel 
in t^nversation, as well as in the pulpit. He was the life and 
soul of the conversation in the circle of friends at the noble- 
man's fireside. The subject was pauperism, its causes and 
cure. . Among the gentlemen present, there was a veneraUe 
old Highland chieftain, who kept his eyes fastened on Dr. G«, 
and listened with intense interest to his communications. 
The conversation was continued to a late hour. When the 
company broke up, they were shown to their several apart- 
ments. There was a lobby of considerable length, and the 
doors of the bedchambers opened on the right and left. The 
apartment of Dr. C. was directly opposite to that of the old 
chieftain, who had already retired with his attendant. As 
the doctor was undressing himself, he heard an unusual noise 
in the chieftain's room; the noise was succeeded by a heavy 
groan ! He hastened into the apartment, which was in a few 
minutes fiUed with the company, who all rushed in to the 
relief of the old gentleman. It was a melancholy sight which 
met their eyes. The venerable, white-headed chief had fallen 
into the arms of his attendant in an apoplexy. He breathed 
for a few moments, and expired. Dr. G. stood in silence, 
with both hands stretched out, and bending over the deceased. 
He was the very picture of distress. He was the first to 
break silence. " Never in my life," said he, in a tremulous 
voice, ^^did I see, or did I feel, before this moment, the 
meaning of that text, ' Preach the word : be instant in season, 
and out of season; reprove, rebuke, exhort, with all long- 
suffering and doctrine.' Had I known that my venerable old 
Mend was within a few minutes of eternity, I would not 
have dwelt on that subject which formed the topic of this 
evening's conversation. I would have addressed myself 
earnestly to him. I would have preached unto him and you, 
Ohrist Jesus, and him crucified. I would have urged him 

8 
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and 70a, with all the earnestness befitting the subject, to 
prepare for eternity. You would have thought it, and you 
would have pronounced it, out of season. But, ah ! it would 
have \)een in season, both as it respected him, and as it 
respects you." 

Duty, Neglected. — ^^ But a few years ago," says one who 
was esteemed a faithful Christian, " I was a derk in a store, 
when a hired man of my employer whom I knew to be desti- 
tute of religion, came in, and I felt it to be my duty to speak 
to him on the subject of his soul's salvation ; but a &lse 
shame led me to postpone and thus neglect it. * He may not 
receive it kindly,' thought I; and, Hhen again, I am younger 
thui hQ, afid had better keep silence till some more favorable 
opportunity.' Conscience told me that these excuses were 
vain, and a voice seemed to whisper to me, ^ Speak to him, 
and do it now.' But I refused to listen; and mark the 
sequel. The next day he was taken sick, became deranged, 
and the third' day died ! 'Oh,' thought I, ' that I had listened 
to the voice of conscience, and fiedthfully done my duty. 
Perhaps I might have saved a soul from death. At least I 
should have cleared my skirts of guilt. ' But now, it is for- 
ever too late!'" 
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CONOMY, DOMESTIC— "Men talk 

u raptures," says WitherspooD, "of 

youth and beauty, 'wit and eprightU- 

-c ness; but after seTen years' union, not 

- one of them is to be compared to good 

^fajnily mana^ment, 'which is seen at 

y LM,r) meal, an'l felt every hour in the husband's 

T purse," 

Education, Eablt and Rblioiods. — Tbelwall thought it 
very iinffur to influence a child's mind by inculcating any 
opinions before it should come to years of discretion, and be 
able to choose for itself. "I showed him my garden," says 
Coleridge, '* and told him it was my botanical garden. ' How 
BO,' said he, 'it is covered with weeds.' ' Oh,' I replied, ' that 
is because it has not yet come to its age of discretion and 
choice. The weeds, you see, have taken the liberty to grow, 
and I thought it unfair in me to prejudice the soil toward 
roses and strawberries.'" 

The celebrated Dr. Dwight tiius speaks of the importance 
of early religious training: "The great truths of religion 
should be taught so early, that the mind should never remem- 
ber when it began to learn, or when it was without this 
knowledge. Whenever it turns a retrospective view upon the 
preceding periods of its existence, these truths shoold always 
seem to have been in its possession ; to have the character of 
innate principles ; to have been inwoven in its nature, and to 
oonstituts a part of all its current thinking." 

Education, without Reuoion. — ^"Educate men without 
retif^on," said the Duke of Wellington, "and you only make 
them clever devils." 

Election. — ^When Whitsfidd was in the zenith of his pop- 
ularity, Ix>rd Clare, who knew that his influence was consid- 
erable, ^»plied to him by letter, requesting his influence at 
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Bristol, at the enBuing generftl election. To this request Jb. 
Whitefield replied, that in general elections he nerer inter- 
fered; but he TOuld enmestly^ exhort his lordship to hm 
diligence to make iuaparticular caOing and eUeUon tme. 




Emigration. — The great West is the field for enugration, 
both from foreign lands, and irom the eastern parts of our 
o'ffii. Fifty years ago, there vere less than three hundred 
thousand people west of the All^bany mountains; now, 
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there aie over ten millioiis! The inumgrants from Eoiope, 
most of whom become emigrants to the West, are supposed 
to average one thousand for every day in the year, and are 
oonstantly increasing in number. The cut represents the 
wagon of an emigrant fiBtmily, and the emigrants themselves 
resting on their way. 

Employment. — " It is employment," says Daniel Webster, 
"that makes people happy;" and says Jean Paul, "I have 
fire-proof, perennial enjoyments, called employments." 

Enemies, destboted, — ^A Chinese emperor being told that 
his enemies had raised an insurrection in one of the distant 
provinces; ^'Gome, then, my friends," said he, ^^ follow me, 
and I promise you that we shall quickly destroy them." He 
marched forward, and the rebels submitted upon his approach. 
All now thought that he would take the most signal revenge, 
but were surprised to see the captives treated with mildness 
and humanity. ^^ How ! " cried the first minister, " is this the 
manner in which you fulfill your promise ! your royal word 
was given that your enemies should b^ destroyed, and behcdd 
you have pardoned them all, and even caressed some of 
them!" "I promised," replied the emperor, with a generous 
air, "to destroy my enemies; I have fulfilled my word; for, 
see, they are enemies no longer; I have made friends of them 
all." 

Enemies, how to tbeat. — ^A gentleman once sent his ser- 
vant to John Bruen, Esq., of Bruen, requesting him never to 
set a foot upon his groundj to which Mr. B. thus replied: "If 
it please your master to walk upon my grounds, he shall be 
very welcome ; but if he please to come to my house, he shall 
be still more welcome." By thus heaping coals of fire upon 
his head, he melted him down into love and tenderness, and. 
made him his cordial friend. 

Bbbmt, how theated by Bbucb.— When Bruce, the cd*^ 
bnted traveler, waa in Abyssinia, his life was attempted by a 



118 ANB0P0TB8 FOB THB FAXILT. 

servant; and the latter was at once arrested bj the goTemor, 
who asked Bruoe what punishment should be inflicted on 
him. ^^ As he has attempted my life/' said Bruce, ^^ it is but 
according to the laws of the country that I should decide his 
&te.'' ''That is very true/' replied the governor; ''take 
him and cut him into a thousand pieces, if you please, and 
give his body to the kites." "Are you really sincere in 
what you say?" asked Bruce, "and will you have no after 
excuses ? " He swore solemnly he would not, " Then," said 
Bruce, "I am a Christian: the way my religion teaches me 
to punish my enemies is, by doing good for evil ; and, there- 
fore, I keep you to the oath you have sworn : I desire you to 
set this man at liberty, and put him in the place he held 
before ; for he has not been undutiful to you." Every one 
present seemed pleased with these sentiments; one of the 
attendants could not contain himself, but, turning to the gov- 
ernor, said, "Did I not tell you what my brotlier thought 
about this man ? He was just the same all through Tigr6." 
The governor, in a low voice, very justly replied, " A man 
that behaves as he does may go through any country." 

Errob, the Acknowledgment of. — ^That eminent judge, 
Lord Mansfield, was never ashamed of publicly retracting any 
wrong opinion he had entertained, when once convinced of 
his mistake. He used frequently to say, probably after Dean 
Swift, who has a similar passage in his writings, " That to 
acknowledge you were wrong yesterday, is but to let the 
world know that you are wiser to-day than you were then." 

!Ebbob, the Gonsequenceb of. — There was once a farmer 
who had a son named John, a boy very apt to be thoughtless, 
and cardess as to doing what he was told to do. One day 
his father said to him, "John, you are so careless and forget- 
ful, that every time you do wrong, I shall drive a nail into 
this post, to remind you how often you do wrong; and every 
time you do right, I will draw one out." His father did as 
he said he would, and every daj he had one, and sometilnes 
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a great many nails to drive in, but verj seldom one to draw 
out At last John saw that the post was quite covered with 
nails, and he began to be ashamed of having so many faults; 
so he resolved to be a better boy, and the next day was so 
good and industrious that several nails came out; the day 
after, it was the same thing, and so, on for a long time, till at 
length it came to the last nail. His father then called him, 
and said, ^^ Look, John, here is the very last nail, and now I 
am going to draw this; are you not glad?'' John looked at 
the post, and then, instead of expressing his joy, as his father 
expected, he burst into tears. ^^Why," said his father, 
'^what's the matter? I should think you would be de- 
lighted; the'nails are all gone." ^^ Yes," sobbed John, ^^the 
nails are gone, but the scars are there yet." 

Ebbob, THB Wat to defeat. — ^The best way to defeat and 
prevent error, is to establish the truth. ^'One purposes," 
says John Newton, ^^ to fill a bushel with tares ; but if I can 
first fill it with wheat, I may defy his attempts." 

Etebnttt, defined. — ^^ What is eternity ? " asked some one 
of a deaf and dumb pupil. The prompt and beautiful reply 
was, ^^It is the lifetime of the Almighty." And another 
defined it to be, ^' Duration, without banning or end; exist- 
ence, without boimd or dimension ; present, without past or 
future; to-day, without yesterday or to-morrow; youth, with- 
out in£mcy or old age ; life, without birth or death." 

Etebnttt, to be pbepabed fob. — ^'^ Father," exclaimed a 
gay and thoughtless son of raillery, to an aged hermit who 
passed him barefoot, ^^ you are in a very miserable condition, 
if there is not another world." " True, my son," replied the 
old man ; ^^ but what is thy condition, if there is ? " 

Expenses, Ltttle. — ^'^ Beware," says Franklin, ^^of little 
expenses; a few small leaks will sink a large ship." 

Expebiencb, Bomethino lbabnbd bt. — ^Wesley says, ^^ When 
I was young I was siure of evezyihing; in a few yeani| having 
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been lojstaketi a tboosvid tijnes, I was not h»^S ao nm of 
most tidugs as I waa before ; at pnsent, I am bftrdly sure of 
apything but wbat God haa revealed to mao." 

ExxBATAOANCR, BEBUEBD, — A nobleman Bdvised a benevo- 
lent French bishop to add a new ving to his house, in the 
modem style of architecture. 1^ bishop replied, "The 
difibrence, my lord, that there is between your advice, uid 
that which Uie devil gave to our Saviour, is — that Satan 
advised Jesus to change the stcmes into bread, and you desire 
me to turn the bread of the poor into stones." 




ExcAYAHONa at Pompeii.— Pompeii, tlie buried cily, was 
overwhelmed by a volcanic eruption, A. D. 79. For eight 
days, and nights. Mount Vesuvius poured forth showers of 
f Btmies and ashes, mingled with mud and hot water, com- 
pletely burying Stabie, Herculaneum and Pompeii. In 
1756, tJie diaeDtombment of the latter city began, and has 
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gradually been carried on ever since. The cut aboye, is a 
picture of the temple of Isds, one of the chief buildings of the 
buried city. 

ExPBBiENOEy TO AUi CsBieruNB THE Same. — ^The late Dr. 
liTingston*, once mentioned to Dr. Alexander, that while he 
was a student at Utrecht, a number of pious persons were 
accustomed to meet for free conversation on experimental 
religion, and for social prayer and praise. On one of these 
occasions, when the similarity of the experience of the truly 
pioua in all ages and countries, was the subject of conversa- 
tion, it was remarked by one of the company,' that there was 
then a representative present from each of the four quarters 
of the globe. Dr. Livingston was from America; a yoimg 
man from the Cape of Good Hope, in Africa; and ano&er 
from the Dutch possessions in the East Indies; and many 
natives of Europe, of course. Each of these gave a narrative 
of the work of divine grace in his own soul, and of their 
views, feelings, trials, temptations, &c., as Ghristians. And 
while differing in minor particulars, as of course might be 
expected, in the great outline they could all speak of the 
same general experience — ^the same views of sin, of the law, 
of the gospel, and of Christ as the only Bedeemer. The 
interview was one of the deepest interest. 
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AITH, IN DEATH.— The Rev. Mat- 
i thew Wilks, calling on his Mead and 
I colleagne, Rev. Mr. Hyatt, a few hours 
Ibcrore bis death, in a characteristic 
P conversation, said, "Is all right for 
^another world ? " " I am very happy," 
U. "Have yoa made your will?" 
: tlir question, "The will of tiie Lord 
be done," said the dying ChristiBJi. " Shall I pray with you t " 
**Yes, if you can," alluding to Mr. Wilks's feelings, at that 
moment considerably excited. After prayer, " Well, my 
brother, if you had a hundred souls, could yon commit tbem 
all to Christ now?" aJluding to an expreanon Mr. H. fre- 
quently used in the pulpit. With an earnest and conTulnve 
effiirt, he replied, "A million!" 

Paith, in the Word op God. — Walking in the country, 
says the Sev. W. Jay, I went into a bam, where I found a 
thresher at his work. I addressed him in the words of Solo- 
mon: "In all labor there is profit." Leaning upon his flail, 
with much energy he answered, "Sir, that is the truth, but 
there is one exception to it : I have long labored in the service 
of sin, but I have got no profit by my labor." "Then you 
know something of the apostle's meaning, when be asked, 
' What fruit bad ye then in those things whereof ye are now 
ashamed!'" "Thank God," said be, "I do; audlalsoknow 
that now, being freed from sin, and having become a servant 
unto rigbt^usness, I have my fruit onto holiness, and the end 
everlasting life ! " How valuable is this simple ftuth in the 
word of God ! and how true is the saying of i deceased writer, 
titat piety found in a bam, is better than the most splendid 
pleasures of a palace ! 

FAiTHFDLNEsa, Fabehtal. A child, who had been trained 
in the ways of religion, by a parent who was kind, but Judi- 
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Gtousiy firm, as she sa^k to rest in peaceful reliance on the 
Sa?iour's lore, afifectionately thanked her beloved mother for 
all her tender care and kindness; but added, ^'I thank you 
most of all, for having subdued my self-will." 

Falsehood, Conventional. — ^The late Mr. Wilberforce 
could not think it right to allow his servants to say he was 
not at home, when such was really the fact. He was brougnt 
to this conviction by the bltmtness of a faithful north-coimtry 
servant, to whom he had carefully, and as he believed success- 
fully, explained the true meaning of the usual conventional 
refusal. A tedious visitor had, after this explanation, been 
suffered to intrude upon his busiest hours, and when he asked, 
" Why did you show him in ? why did you not say that I was 
not at home?" the answer he received convinced him that he 
could not lawfully employ this convenient phrase. " So I did, 
sur," was the reply ; ^^ but he looked so hard at me, as much 
as to say, ^ I know that you are telling a lie,' that I was 
ashamed to stand to it ; so I e'en let him in." 

Falsehood, unconsciously BEt*BOVED. — ^A blunt, outspoken 
Irish servant, being directed by her mistress to say to a visitor 
who had called, that she was not at home, replied^ ^^ Yes, 
ma'am ; and when I go to confess my sins, shall I confess it as 
your lie, or mine?" 

Father, the Feelinoib of a. — ^It is said that Henry lY. oi 
France, required his children to call him papa or father, and 
not sire, whigh was the new fashion introduced by Catherine 
de Medicis. Ha used frequently to join in their amusements ; 
and one day, as he was walking on his hands and knees with 
the dauphin, his so^, on his back, an ambassador suddenly 
entered the apartment, and surprised him in this unkingly 
attitude. The monarch, without changing his position, said, 
^^ Monsieur I'Ambassadeur, have you any children 7 " ^^ Yes, 
sire," he replied. *^ Very well, Ihen," said the monarch, ^^ I 
shall finish my race round the chamber." 
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Fatbbb, THB, BEFBOVBD. — One Sabbath, a faflier iiAo was % 
Tory wicked man, took some Bails and a hammer to mend a 
broken fence, when he was reproved by his little son, who 
gently asked him, if it was not sinftil to work on the Sabbath 
day. The enraged father drove him from his presence, and 
threatened to punish him if he ever talked in that way again. 
The child went away sorrowful. Not long after this, the little 
boy, approaching his father, said, ^^ Father, where do you 
expect to go when you. die?" Such a question from such a 
child could not be borne. "Away," said he, " from my pres- 
ence, immediately, or I will whip you." The child retired; 
but the father was troubled. He went out to walk, but still 
a load was pressing on his agonizing soul. He thought of 
attending public worship, for nothing else seemed so likely to 
soothe his troubled feelings. He entered while the minister 
was at prayer, and that day was the beginning of better days 
to him. He sought from God the forgiveness of his sins, and 
soon obtained the hope of eternal life. A few years passed 
by, and the old man was on his dying bed. His son attended 
him, constantly ministering to his spiritual wants. To a 
Christian minister the father said, "I am dying, but I am 
going to heaven, and my son has been the instrument of 
saving my soul." Soon his spirit was released, to be wel- 
comed, as we have no reason to doubt, into the mansions of 
glory. Happy child! to be the means of saving his &ther from 
death. Happy parent! to be blessed witlv such a child. 

Father, the, taught bt his Son. — ^A little boy, between 
five and six years old, who was taught in a Sunday-school, 

k 

was ill, and supposed to be near death. One day he called 
his wicked and intemperate fkther to his bedside, and said to 
him, " Father, I am very sick, I shall soon die ; but I am not 
afraid, for I am going to Jesus ; and what shall I tell Jesus is 
the reason you don't love him? " He died, and went, it was 
believed, to tiie Saviour whom he loved on earth. The mind 
of the father became most deeply impressed, and he sought 
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tbe Redeemer, whom he had hitherto ne^eeted, attnbatmg 
the chaage to the instrumentality of his dying son. 

Faults, to be corrected as soon as known. — Queen Caro- 
line once pressed Bishop Bundle to tell her of her faults. 
**If it so please your majesty,*' said he, "I will tell you of 
one. Persons come from all parts of the kingdom, to see your 
majesty at Whitehall GhapeL It is therefore to be lamented, 
that you talk to the king so much during diyine servicel*' 
"Thank you, my lord bishop,'^ said the queen; " now tell me 
of another of my faults." "That I will do," said he, "with 
great readiness, at some future time, but first correct that 
which I have just mentioned." 

FicnoN. — Says Coleridge i " It can not but be injurious to 
the human mind never to be called into effort : the habit of 
receiving ]deasure without any exertion of thought, by the 
mere excitement of curiosity and sensibility, may be justly 
ranked among the worst efifocts of habitual novel-reading. 
Like idle morning visitors, the brisk and breathless periods 
hurry in and hurry off in quick and profitless succession; 
each, indeed, for the moment of its stay, prev^its the pain of 
vacancy, while it indulges the love of sloth ; but, altogether, 
they leave the mistress of the house, the soul I mean, flat and 
exhausted, incapable of attending to her own concerns, and 
unfitted for the conversation of more rational guests." 

FoLLT, THE Greatest. — ^Bishop HaU tells us, that there was 
a certain nobleman, who kept a fool or jester, (a thing com- 
"mon in former days in the families of the great,) to whom he 
one day gave a staff, with a charge to keep it till he should 
meet with one who was a greater fool than himself. Not 
many years after, the noblemtm was ill, and near death. The 
jester came to see him, and his lordship said to him, " I must 
soon leave you»" " And where are you going 7 " asked the 
fool. "Into another world," replied his lordship. "And 
when will you come again? within a month?" "No." 
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*«WMiin a year?" "No." "When then?" "Never." 
" Never !" said the jester; "and what provision hast thou 
made for thy entertainment there where thou goest ? " " None 
at all." "No!" said the fool, "none at all! Here, then, 
take my staff; for, with all my folly, I am not guilty of any 
such, folly as this ! " 

Fool, how to know One. — ^A fool, says the Arab proverb, 
may be known by six things: anger without cause, speech 
without profit, change without motive, inquiry without object, 
puttmg trust in a stranger, and not knowing his Mends from 
his foes. 

Fool, ob Liab. — ^Amidst the scenes of the Alps, surrounded 
by the sublunest demonstrations of the eternal power and 
Gk>dhead of the Almighty, a wretch had the hardihood to 
avow and record his atheism, having written ovef against his 
name in' the album at Montanvert, "An atheist." It seems 
as though some emotions of shame touched him at the time, 
for he wrote it in Greek. It caught the eye of a Christian 
traveler, who succeeded him, who, shocked and indignant at 
the inscription, very properly wrote underneath in the same 
language, " If an atheist, a fool ; if not, a liar." 

Fool, which is the? — ^A gentieman, in the habit of occar 
sionally using intoxicating drinks, took up an able temperance 
address, and sat down in his family to peruse it. He read it 
through without saying a word, when he exclaimed, " T%i$ 
man is afoolj or lam!*^ He then read it again, and when 
again he had finished it, a second time he exclaimed^ " I%i$ 
man is afoolj or lam!^* A third time he read it with still 
greater care, and as he finished the last sentence, exclaimed: 
^^lam the fool!^^ and never tasted a drop of ardent spirits 
afterward. 

FOBOIVENESS, BEFOEB THE SUN GOES DOWN. — TwO gOOd men, 

on some occasion, had a warm dispute ; and remembering the 
exhortation of the apostie, " Let not the sun go down upon 
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your wrathy" just before sunset, one of fliem went to the other, 
and knocking at the door, his offended Mend came and opened 
it, and seeing who it was, started back in astonishment and 
surprise ; the other at the same time cried out, ^^ The sun is 
almost down/' This unexpected salutation softened the heart 
of his friend into affection, and he returned for answer, ^^ Gome 
in, brother, come in." What a happy method of conciliating 
matters, of redressing grievances, and of reconciling brethren 
who have been at variance! 

Forgiveness, Mutual. — ^The Jews sometimes display lofty 
principles which show that the divine light exists among them, 
although frequently concealed by the old incrustations of 
rabbinical institutions. '^ In my own family,'' says a Jewish 
writer, ^^ an interesting and characteristic incident occurred. 
My worthy grandfather was a man of great sensibility and of 
a warm heart, but easily excited to wrath. He had a brother 
whom he dearly loved. One day they fell into a dispute, and 
each returned to his home in anger. This happened on a 
Friday. As the evening drew near, my good grandmother, 
who was another Martha, full of activity, began to make 
preparation for the Sabbath day. ^Gome, dear Joseph,' she 
exclaimed, Uhe night is approaching: come and light the 
Sabbath lamp!' But he, full of sadness and anguish, con- 
tinued walking up and down in the room. His good wife 
spoke again in anxiety: ^See, the stars are already shining 
in the firmament of the Lord, and our Sabbath lamp is not 
yet lighted.' Then my grandfather took his hat and cane, 
and evidentiy much troubled, hastened out of tiie house. But 
in a few moments he returned with tears of joy in his eyes. 
'Now, dear Bebecca,' he exclaimed, 'now I am ready.' He 
repeated his prayer, and with gladness lighted the Sabbath 
lamp. Then he related the dispute which had occurred in 
the morning, adding, ' I could not pray and light my lamp 
before becoming reconciled with my brother Isaac.' 'But 
how did you manage to do it so soon?' 'Oh/ he replied, 
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^LNtte kad been as much troubled as I was; he cotild not 
begin Ite Sabbath either, without becoming reconciled with 
me. So we met in the street; he was coming to me, and I 
was going to him, and we ran into each other's arms and 
wepV " Might not we end this anecdote with those simple 
words of Jesus, ^^ Gfo and do likewise ? '' 

Forgiveness, of Cranmeb. — ^Archbishop Oranmer i^peared 
almost alone, in the higher classes, as the friend of truth in 
evil times, and a plot was formed to take away his life. The 
providence of Gk)d, however, so ordered it, that the papers 
which would have completed the plan, were traced to their 
authors, whom he had greatly served. He took these men 
apart in his palace, and told them that some persons in his 
confidence had disclosed his secrets, and even accused him of 
heresy. They loudly censured such villainy, and declared the 
traitors to be worthy of death ; one of them adding, that if an 
executioner was wanted, he would perform the office himself. 
Struck with their perfidy, he produced their letters, and 
inquired if they knew them. They now fell on their knees, 
confessed their crimes, and implored forgiveness. Cranmer 
mildly expostulated with them on the evil of their conduct, 
forgave them, and never again alluded to their treachery. 
His forgiveness of injuries was so well known, that it became 
a by-word, " Do my lord of Canterbury an ill turn, and you 
make him your Mend forever." 

Forgiveness, of the Chaplain. — A clergyman, who was a 
chaplain of a little squadron stationed in the Mediterranean^ 
for five years, related the following anecdote, which occurred 
during that time : ^^ The commodore was a frank and generous 
man, who treated me with marked attention, and I used to 
preach in all the ships but one. This was a small frigate, and 
its captain was an irreligious and profane man. He used to 
say he wanted no Methodist parson for a pilot, and he 
embraced every opportunity of annoying me. Beingapers<m 
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of violent temper^ he took offense and insulted the oommodiM^, 
who meant to send him home. When I heard of his inten* 
tion, I waited on the commodore, and said I had come to ask 
a particular favor of him. ^ That shall be granted. I am 
always happy to oblige you. What is it?' 'That you will 

overlook the conduct of Capt. S / said I. *Nay, nay; 

you can't be serious. Is he not your greatest enemy? and, I 
believe, the only man who does not wish to see you on board 
his ship?' * That's the very reason why I ask the favor, 
commodore. I must practice what I preach.' ' Well, well, 
'tis an odd whim; but if, on reflection, I can grant your 
request, without prejudice to his majesty's service, I will do 
it.* The next day I renewed my petition. * Well,' said he, 

* if Captaiii S will make public apology, I will overlook 

his conduct.' I instantly got into a boat and rowed to the 
frigate. The captain met me with a frown upon his counte- 
nance, but when I told him my business, I saw a tear in his 

eye, and taking me by the hand, he said: *Mr. , I really 

don't understand your religion, but I do understand your 
conduct, and I thank you.' The affair blew over, and he 
pressed me to preach in his ship. The first time I went there, 
the crew were dressed in their best clothes, and the captain 
at my right hand ; I could hardly utter a word, my mind was 
so much moved, and so were the whole crew. There seemed 
to be a more than ordinary solemnity among us. That veiy 
night the ship disappeared, and not a soul survived to tell the 
tale. None ever knew how it happened, but we supposed, as 
there had been a gale of wind, she had foundered, and went 
down in deep water. How cheering the thought that the men 
thus suddenly summoned into eternity, had listened to the 
blessed message of the gospel, and that, too, under the circum- 
stances which, through the blessing of God, were so peculiarly 
adapted to prepare their minds to welcome and receive it] " 

Forgiveness, taught bt CmoBiiANiTT. — ^'^ What great mat- 
ter," said a heathen tyrant to a Ohristian, while he was 

9 
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beating him almost to death, ^^ What great matter did Christ 
ever do for you?" ^^Even this," answered the Christian, 
*' that I can forgive you, thox^ you use me so cruelly/' 

FOBOrVENEBB^ TO BE EZEBCIBED BY EVERY ONE WHO SINS. — ^In 

the course of a voyage to America, Mr. Wesley heard Gren. 
Oglethorpe, with whom he sailed, making a great noise in the 
cabin, upon which he stepped in to know the cause. The 
general immediately addressed him, saying: '^Mr. Welsey, 
you must excuse me, I have met with a provocation too great 
for man to bear. You 'know the only wine I drink is Cyprus 
wine, as it agrees with me best of any; I therefore provided 
myself with several dozens of it, and this villain [his servant, 
who was present, almost dead with fear] has drank up the 
whole of it. But I will be revenged on him. I have ordered 
liim to be tied hand and foot, and to be carried to the man- 
of-war which sails with us. The rascal should have taken 
care how he used me so, for I never forgive." "Then, sir,'* 
said Mr. Wesley, looking calmly at him, " I hope you never 
sin." The general, confoimded at the reproof, threw his keys 
to the servant, and bade him do better in future. If we would 
never forgive, we must never sin. Our own proneness to 
error and sin, should be a most powerful incentive to the 
cultivation of the spirit of forgiveness. 

Fbeetthinking. — ^A pretended freethinker had been repeating 
a number of absurdities, to prove that men have no souls. 
The company were contented with staring at him, instead of 
replying. He addressed a lady, and asked her, with an air 
of triumph, what she thought of his philosophy. " It appears 
to me, sir," she replied, " that you have been employing a 
good deal of talent to prove yourself a beast." 

FREETmNEiNa, AND Freb-uvino. — Somc one has well said, 
that free-living leads to freethinking, and freethinking to free- 
living. 
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Fountain, the Ehpebor. — The fount^a represented above, 
is one of &e most remarkable in the vorld, and in commemo- 
ration of a visit pud to it in 1814, by the Emperor of Russia, 
has since been called the Emperor Fotmtfun. It is situated 
in Chateworth, one of the most elegant countiy-eeate in 
Ei^land, or in the world ; and is fed by immense artificial 
reservoirs, covering eight acres of ground, into which varioua 
springs and streams have been diverted. It throws ita 
immense jet of water to the- almost incredible height of two 
hundred and Bizty-seven feet! 
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Fbetfulnebs. — ^A litde child, whose grandfather, fhougfa 
calling himself a Ghristiany was fretful and often out of temper 
in his fiunilj, said one day to his mother, when she was 
speaking to him of heaven, ^' I do not want to go to heaven, 
mother." ^' Why not, my son ? " said the mother, in surprise 
at his remark. ^'Because grandfather will be there; won't 
he?" "Why, yes, my child. I hope and trust he will." 
'* Well, as soon as he sees us, he will come scolding along, 
and say, ^ Whew, whew, what are these boys here for, and 
what are they doing? They are always in the way, or in mis- 
chief.' I don't want to go to heaven, if grandfather is going." 
What a lesson to all who are peevish, or passionate, or ill- 
tempered ! 

Fbettino, and Working. — ^Two gardeners, who were neigh- 
bors, had their crops of early peas killed by frost: one of 
fhem came to condole with the other on this misfortune. 
<^Ah!" cried he, "how unfortunate we have been, neighbor! 
do you know I have done nothing but fret ever since. But 
you seem to have a fine healthy crop coming up already; 
what are these ? " " These ! " cried the other gardener, " why 
these are what I sowed immediately after my loss." " What ! 
coming up already?" cried the fretter. "Yes: while you 
were fretting, I was working." " What! don't you fret when 
you have a loss ? " "Yes ; but I always put it off until after 
I have repaired the mischief." " Why Oxen you have no need 
to fret at all." "True," replied the industrious gkrdener; 
** and that's the very reason." -* 

Future, planning fob the. — A gentleman riding near the 
city, overtook a young man, and invited him to a seat in his 
carriage. "And what," said the gentleman to the yoimg 
stranger, " are your plans for the future ? " "I am a clerk," 
replied the young man, "and my hope is to succeed and get 
into business for myself." " And what next? " said the gen- 
tleman. "Why, I intend to marry, and set up an establisli- 
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ment of my own," said the youth. ^^And what next?" 
^^Why, to continue in business and accumulate wealth." 
^* And what next ? " ^^ To retire from business and enjoy the 
fruit of my labors." "And what next?" "It is the lot of 
all to die, and I of course can nbt escape," replied the young 
man. "And what nex^?*^ once more asked the gentleman; 
but the young man had no answer to make ; he had no pur- 
poses that reached beyond- the present life. How many young 
men are in precisely the same conditioh! their plans embrace 
only this life ; what pertains to gettmg wealth and enjoying 
life. What pertains to the world to come, has no place in all 
their plans. 

Future, thb, Anxibty fob repboyed. — ^When Whitelocke 
was embarking as Cromwell's envoy to Sweden, in 1658, he 
was much disturbed in mind as he rested on the preceding 
night, which was very stormy, while he reflected on the dis- 
tracted state of the nation. It happened that a confidential 
servant slept in an adjacent bed, who, finding that his master 
covlA not sleep, at length. said, "Pray, sir, will you give me 
leave to ask you a question?" "Certainly." "Pray, sir, 
don't you think that God governed the world very well before 
you came into it ? " " Undoubtedly." " And pray, sir, don't 
you think he will govern it quite as well when you are gone 
out of it ? " " Certainly." " Then, sir, pray excuse me, but 
don't you think you may trust him to govern it quite as well 
as long as you live?" To this question, Whitelocke had 
nothing to reply ; but turning himself about, soon fell fast 
asleep till he was summoned to embark. 

FuTUBE, THE, LooEiNO TO. — ^Everything that looks to the 
future, elevates human nature ; for never is life so low or so 
little as when occupied with the present. 
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AMBLING.— Dr. Nott, in preaching 
nn ^^(jnbling, OQce said, "The finished 
L'uiiihler has no heart; he vonld pla; 
i at his brottier'B ftmeral; he would 
llganible apon hiB mother's coffin." 
* And Horace Walpole tells an anecdote 
I niiin ilrop[iing down dead at the door of a 
wcli-kniiwri gnnibUng-houBfe of his day, when the 
members of the gambliug^lub immediately made bets whether 
he was dead or not ; and on its being proposed to bleed him, 
the bettors for his deatti at once objected, insistmg that it 
would affect the furness of the bet! So hardening to the 
heart are the habits of the gambler 1 

Generobitt. — A poor woman, understanding that Gold- 
smith had once studied medicine, and that he was noted for 
his humanity, sent to ask that he would prescribe for her 
husband, who had lost his appetite, and was in a depressed 
and melancholy state. The kind-hearted poet, going at once 
to the patient, and finding him sinking in sickness from &e 
depression of poverty, told them he would send him some 
medicine at once ; and going home, he put ten guineas in a 
chip box,- with the label, "These must be used as necessity 
requires ; be patient and of good heart." He then sent his 
servant with the prescription to the sad and discouraged 
patient, who found it a remedy superior to any medicine that 
could be given. 

Generosttt, Noble. — An old man, of the name of Guyot, 
lived and died in the town of Marseilles, in France. He 
amassed a larg6 fortune by the most laborious industry, 
and the severest habits of abstinence and privation. His 
neighbors considered him a miser, and thought that he was 
hoarding up money from mean and avaricions motives. The 
populace pursued him, whenever he appeared, with hootiugs 
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and execrations, and the boys sometimes threw stones at him. 
He at length died, and in his will were found the following 
words: ^'Having observed, from mj infSBmcj, that the poor 
of Marseilles are ill supplied with water, which can only oe 
purchased at a great price, I have cheerfully labored all my 
life to procure for them this great blessing ; and I direct that 
the whole of my property shall be laid out in building an 
aqueduct for their use." 

OiYiNG AND Prating. — ^The venerable Father Sewall, of 
Maine, once entered a meeting in behalf of foreign missions, 
just as the collectors of the contributions were resuming their 
seats. The phairman of the meeting requested him to lead 
in prayer. The old gentleman stood, hesitatingly, as if he 
had not heard the request. It was repeated in a louder voice, 
but there was no response. It was observed, however, that 
Mr. Sewall was feeling about in his pockets, and presently he 
produced a piece of money, which he deposited In the contri- 
bution-box. The chairman, thinking he ft.d not been 
understood, said loudly, ^^ I did'nt ask you to give, Father 
Sewall ; I asked you to pray." " Oh yes," he replied, "i heard 
you; but IcanHpray till Fve given sov^ething.^* 

God, defined. — ^In an early meeting of one of the commit- 
tees of the Westminster Assembly, the subject, of deliberation 
was, to frame an answer to the question, "What is God?" 
Each man felt the unapproachable sublimity of the divine 
idea suggested by these words ; but who could venture to give 
it expression in human language ! All shrunk from the too 
sacred task, in awe-struck, reverential fear. At length it was 
resolved, as an expression of the committee's deep humility, 
that the youngest member should first make the attempt. 
He consented; but begged that the brethren wotdd first unite 
with him in prayer for divine enlightenment. In slow, 
solemn accents he thus began his prayer : ^' God, thou art 
a spirit, infinite, eternal, and unchangeable in thy being, 
wisdom, power, holiness, justice, goodness and truth." When 
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he ceased, the first sentence of his prayer was unmediatdy 
written down and adopted, as the most pei;fect answer that 
could be conoeiyed ; as, indeed, in a very sacred sense, God's 
own answer, descriptive of himself. This indiTidtud, it is 
supposed, was Gtoorge Oillespie. 

Gk)D, EYEBTWHEBE. — ^The Superintendent of a Sunday-school, 
in Bristol, discoursing with the children, asked, among other 
things, •Where is God?" One of the elder boys answered, 
** In heayen." The teacher, not appearing satisfied with this 
reply, repeated the inquiry, when a lad, younger than the 
other, answered, ^' Eyerywherel" Requiring still further 
explanation, the question was again put, ^' Where is God?" 
when a third boy called out, " (Jod is here." The yiews of 
the superintendent were now met; and he endeayored to 
impress upon the minds of the children the important truth, 
that ^^God is in heayen ; Gk)d is eyerywhere ; God is here." 

"Oh may this thought poflsess my breast, 
Where'er I tore, where'er I rest; 
Nor let my weaker passions dare 
Consent to sin, for God is there." 

God, ms Pbebenge. — ^The celebrated Linn»us always testi- 
fied, in. his conyersation, writings, and actions, the greatest 
s^ise of God's omniscience ; yea, he was so strongly impressed 
with the idea, that he wrote oyer the door of his library, 
Smocui vivite^ Numen adest — ^Liye innocently, God is present. 

Gk>D, HOW Gbeat. — Collins, the freethinker, or deist, met a 
plain countryman going to church. He asked him where he 
was going. « To church, sir." " What to do there ? " " To 
worship GJod." " Pray, is your (Jod a great or a little God ? " 
" He is both, sir." " How can he be both ? " " He is so great, 
sir, that the heayen of heayens can not contain him ; and so 
little that he can dwell in my heart." Collins declared, that 
this simple answer from the countryman, had more effect 
upon his mind, than all the yolumes which learned doctors 
had written against him. 
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God, only OneJ — ^A little boy, upon asking his mother how 
many gods there were, was instantly answered by his younger 
brother, "Why one to be sure." "But how do you know 
that?'' ini}uired the other. "Because," he replied, "God 
fills every place, so that there is no room for any other." 

God, sees eyebtwhebe. — A. man, who was in the habit of 
going to a neighbor's cornfield to steal the grain, one day 
took his son with him, a boy eight years of age. The father 
told him to hold the bag, while he looked if any one was near 
to see him. After standing on the fence, and peeping through 
all the corn-rows, he returned to take the bag from the child, 
and bpgan his sinful work. "Father," said the boy, "you 
forgot t6 look somewhere else." The man dropped the bag 
in a fright, and said, "Which way, child?" supposing he had 
seen some one. "You forgot to look up to the sky, to see if 
God was noticing you." The father felt this reproof of the 
child so much, that he left the corn, returned home, and 
never again ventured to steal; remembering the truth his 
child had taught him, that the eye of God always beholds us. 

God, sees evebtwhere. — A. father said to his son, who' 
attended the Sabbath-school, and thought seriously of what 
he had there been taught, " Garry this parcel to such a place." 
"It is the Sabbath," said the boy. "Put it in your pocket," 
said the father. " God can see into my pocket," replied the 
child, respectfully but seriously ; and the father, feeling the 
force of the remark, withdrew the command he had given. 

(tOd, to be served BEFORE Man. — ^Dr. Parr, in his life of 
Archbishop Usher, relates, that while that prelate was once 
preaching in the church at Govent Garden, a message 
arrived from the court, that the king wished immediately to 
see him. He descended from the pulpit, listened to the com- 
mand, and told the messenger that he was then, as he saw, 
employed in God's business, but as soon as he had done, he 
Would attend upon the king to understand his pleasure; and 
then continued his sermon. 
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God, TsoBt in. — ^Au lumest, mdastrioas countryman had 
often been brought, by want of emploTment, into very Btrait- 
ened circumstaaces, and had experienced many evident intei^ 
positioDB of divine providence in his favor. In converrang 
once on the subject of God taking care of his people, the 
pious man observed, "It is very easy to talk of trusting in 
God, with plenty of provision in the house, and money in the 
pocket; but I do not call that trust, I call it ready money." 




Gold, ns Fibbt Discovert in California. — Gold was first 
discovered, in California, in 1848, at a place called Sutter's 
Fort, near the mouth of the American fork of the Sacramento 
river, and about one hundred and fifty miles from the mouth 
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of the latter. In clearing out a mill-race, the soil was washed 
down, and the shining particles of gold were laid bare and 
became yisible ; and soon, on examination, not only the valley 
of this stream, but the beds of all the other streams running 
into the Sacramento, were found to abound in scales and bits 
of gold, of from a few grains to many ounces in weight. The 
immense rush of emigration in consequence of this discovery 
has filled Galifomia with people, and himdreds of millions of 
gold have been sent from that state to our eastern cities and 
to Europe. 

' God, where. — A. child six years of age, being introduced 
into company, was asked, by a clergyman, where God was, 
with the offer of an orange. "Tell me," replied the boy, 
"where he is not, and I will give you two." 

Gold, in the Hand, and in the Heabt. — ^The well known 
Andrew Fuller, being one day in the Bank of England, one 
of the clQrks showed him some ingots of gold. Mr. Fuller 
took one of them up, and, after examining it, laid it down 
saying, " How much better to have this in the hand than in 
the heart!" 

Good-Natube. — ^Franklin once said, that in walking the 
streets on a slippery morning, it was easy to see where the 
good-natured people lived, by the ashes or sand thrown on 
the ice before their doors. 

Gospel, the, adapted to Man. — ^When Dr. Duff read to 
the intelligent Hindoo youth, for the first time, the precept 
of the Saviour, "I say unto you. Love your enemies: bless 
them that curse you;" one of them could not restrain him- 
self from speaking out his feelings: "Oh, how beautiful!" 
For days and weeks he could not cease repeating, " ^ Love 
your enemies: bless them that curse you,* How beautiful! 
Surely this must be the truth.'^ 

GBATrruDE, FOB Enjoyments. — ^^ Why do you plant trees, 
who can not hope to eat the fruit of them ?" said one to an 



140 ANKCDOTSS FOB THB FAXILT. 

old man who was busy in setting out an orchard. ^ Because/' 
he replied, ^^ some one planted trees before I was bom, and I 
hate eaten the fhiit ; and I would now show my gratitude bj 
plfnting for others, that they may eat when I am dead and 
gone ! " 

Gratitude, fob Kindness. — ^During a serere distress that 
once visited the bankers and merchants of London, a man 
who had formerly lived with one of them, sent a note to his 
former master, saying: "Sir, I once lived in your father's 
family, as also in your own ; and both of you were always 
kind to me: I have saved seven hundred pounds: if it can 
be of any use to you, take it; it is all yours !" 

Grief. — ^Bion, one of the wise men of Greece, seeing a 
person tearing the hair from his head in the frenzy of sorrow, 
said, "I wonder if tliis man thinks baldness is a remedy for 
grief.'^ 

Grief, Excessive. — ^Ebenezer Adams, an eminent member 
of the society of Friends, on visiting a lady of rank, whom he 
foimd, six months after the death of her * husband, on a sofa 
covered with black cloth, and in all the dignity of woe, 
approached her with great solemnity, and gently taking her 
by the hand, said : " So, friend, I see thou hast not yet forgiven 
God Almighty." This reproof had so great an effect on the 
lady, that she immediately laid aside the symbols of grief, 
and again entered on the important duties of life. 

Grief, Resignation under, taught. — ^A lady, while weep- 
ing on accoimt of the death of one of her children, was thus 
addressed by a little daughter: "Mamma, is God Almighty 
dead, that you cry so ? " The mother blushing, said, " No." 
*' Mamma, lend me your glove.'' She gave it her; and, on 
requesting it again, the child said, " Now you have taken the 
glove from me, shall I cry because you have taken your own 
glove? And shall you cry, because God has taken away my 
aster?" 
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■ A PPINESS.— An eaeieni caliph, being 
soL-el7 afflicted vith ennui, was ad- 
vised that an exchange of shirts with 
fc;i:i man who was perfectly happy, would 
g^i:iire him. Alter a long search he 
iji'cd such a man, but was informed that 
ItUe liapjjj follow had no shirt. 
HAPPiins8,iJiiiTm). — After'the death of Abdenunen, caliph 
of Cordova, the following paper was found, in his own hand- 
writii^;: "Fifty years have elapsed since I became caliph. I 
have possessed riches, honors, pleasures, friends: in short, 
everything tiiat man can desire in this world. I have reck- 
oned up Uie days in which I could say I was really happy, 
and they amount to fourteen I" 

Happiness, hade up op Ltitle THmoa. — Pound St. Paul's 
Chorch into atoms, says Dr. Johnson, and each atom is aa 
nothing; but all together made the church. And so it is 
with human happiness, which is lOade up of many ingredients, 
each insignificant, but all of great value. 

Happmbbs, not poohd in Wobldlt and Sintul Pleastjbe. 
"Colonel (Jardiner," says Dr. Doddridge, "was habitually so 
immeijsed in intrigues, that if not the whole business, at least 
the whole happiness of his life consisted in them ; and he had 
too much leisure for one who was so prone to abuse it. His 
fine constitutian, than which, perhaps, there was hardly ever 
a better, gave him great opportunities of indulging himself 
in these excesses ; and his good spirits enabled him to pursue 
his pleasures of every kind in so alert and sprightly a manner, 
that multitudes envied him, and called him, by a dreadiiil 
kind of oompliment, ' the happy rake.' Yet still the checks 
(tf conBcience, and some remaining principles of an excellent 
edttoation, would break in upon his most licentaous hours; 
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And I partjcularly remember he told me, tliat irhen some of 
his dissolate companions vere once congratola^g him on 
his distiDguished felicity, a dog happening at tliat time to 
come into the room, he could not forbear groaning inwardly, 
and saying to himself, 'Oh tiiat I were that dog!* Sach 
was then his happiness, and such, perhaps, is that of hundreds 
more, who bear themselves highest in the contempt of reli- 
^on, and glory in that in&mous servitude which they affect 
to call liberty." 




Hablkk BmnoE. — Tlie High Bridge at Harlem, fonns part 
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of the immense works erected to bring the water of the Cro- 
ton river into the city of New York. The dam at the riter, 
which is serentj feet wide at bottom^vseYen at top, and forty 
feet high, creates a pond of five miles long, coyering four 
hundred acres, and containing JB.Ye hundred millions of gallons 
of water. From this the aqueduct proceeds, a distance of 
thirty-three miles, to Harlem river, which it crosses on the 
magnificent bridge of stone represented above, which is four- 
teen hundred and fifty feet long, haying fourteen piers, eight 
of them bearing arches of eighty feet span, and seven others 
of fifty feet span, one hundred end fourteen feet above tide- 
water at the top. The aqueduct itself, which is built of stone, 
brick and cement, is eight feet five inches high, six feet 
three inches wide at the bottom, and seven feet eight inches ' 
at the top ; and will discharge sixty millions of gallons of 
water every twenty-four hours ! The length of the aqueduct 
from the Croton river to the City Hall, is forty-four and one- 
quarter miles. The whole cost of the work has been about 
thirteen million dollars. 

Health. — An eminent physician gave four rules for the 
preservation of health. Wlien he died, his books were sold : 
one, which was said to contain very valuable precepts of 
health, but which the bidders were not permitted to open, 
sold at a high price. When the purchaser got it home, he 
was at first disappointed at finding that it contained nothing 
more than four simple rules ; but, on further consideration, 
he was induced to put the rules in practice ; by which means 
he was restored to a state of health to which he had long 
been a stranger ; and he often spoke of the old physician's 
book as the cheapest and most valuable purchase he ever 
made in his life. The rules were these: "Keep the head 
cool. Keep the feet warm. Take a light supper. Rise 
early." These simple rules comprehend a vast deal more 
than may appear at first sight. 
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HEALTH) HOW TO HA^B FT. — ^A. Tolerable minister, who had 
preached some sixty-five years in the same jdace, being asked 
what was the secret of good health and long life, replied, 
<' Rise early, live teniperately, work hard, and keep cheer- 
ful!" Another person, who lived to the great age of one 
hundred and ten years, said in reply to the'inquiry, *^ How he 
lived so long ? " *^ I have always been kind and obliging ; have 
never quarreled with any one; have eaten and drank only 
to satisfy hunger and thirst, and have never been idle." 

Heabeb, a Pbactigal One. — ^A poor woman in the country 
went to hear a sermon, wherein, among other evil practices, 
the use of dishonest weights and measures was exposed. 
With this discourse she was much affected. The next day, 
the minister, according to his custom, went among his hearers, 
and calling upon the woman, he took occasion to ask her 
what she recollected of the sermon. The poor woman com- 
plained much of her bad ijiemory, and said she had forgotten 
abnost all that he had delivered : *^ But one thing," said she, 
"I remembered; I remembered to burn my bushel." A 
" doer of the word " can not be a " forgetful hearer." 

Hearer, a Punctual One. — ^A woman who always used to 
attend public worship with great punctuality, and took care 
to be always in time, was asked how it was she could always 
come so early. She answered, very wisely, " It is a part of 
my religion not to disturb the religion of others." 

Heaven, how God's Will is pone in. — ^A Sabbath-school 
teacher, instructing his class on that portion of the Lord's 
prayer, " Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven," said 
to them, " You have told me, my dear children, what is to be 
done, the will of God ; and where it is to be done, on earth ; 
and how it is to be done, as it is done in heaven. How do 
you think the angels and the happy spirits do the will of God 
in heaven, as they are to 'be our pattern?" The first child 
replied, " They do it immediately ; " the second, " They do it 
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;" the third, ''They do it always;'' the fourth, 
''They do it with all their hearte;" the fifth, "They do it 
altogether." Here a pause ensued, and no child appeared to 
hare an answer; but after some tune, i little girl arose, and 
said, " Why sir, they do it toUhont asking any questions.** 

Heaven, shall we enow Each Other in 7 — ^An old minis- 
ter was once asked by a young and somewhat conceited 
person, a question, which has not always been so satisfactorily 
answered. "Do you think we shall know each other in 
heaven?" Without hesitation, he replied, "To be sure we 
shall ; do you think we shall be greater fools there than we 
are here?" After a momentary pause, he again proceeded; 
"But I may be a thousand years by your side in heaven 
without having seen you ; for the first thing which will attract 
my notice there, will be my dear Saviour; and I can not tell 
when I shall be for a moment induced to look at any other 
object." 

Heaven, Thbee Wondebs in. — ^The excellent John Newton 
once said, " When I get to heaven, I shall see three wonders 
there; the fiirst will be to see many people there that I did 
not expect to see ; the second, to miss many that I did expect 
to see ; and the third, and greatest wonder of all, will be, to 
find myself there." 

Honesty. — ^In the last war in Oermany, a captain of 
cavalry was ordered out on a foraging party. He put himself 
at the head of his troop, and marched to the quarter assigned 
him. It *was a solitary valley, in which hardly anything but 
woods could be seen. In the midst of it stood a little cottage ; 
on perceiving it he went up, and knocked at the door ; an aged 
German, with a beard silvered by age, came out. "Father," 
said the officer, " show me a field where I can set my troops 
a foraging." "Presently," was the reply. The good old 
man walked before, and conducted them out of the valley. 
After a quarter of an hour's march, they found a fine field of 

10 
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barley: '^This is the very thing we want/' said the captain. 
** Have patience for a few minutes," replied' the guide ; '* you 
.shall be satisfied." They 'went on, and at the distance of 
about a quarter of a league further, they arrired at another 
field of barley. The troop immediately dismounted, cut 
down the grain, trussed it up, and remounted. The officer 
then said to his conductor, " Father, you have given to your- 
self and us unnecessary trouble: the first field was much 
better than this." " Very true, sir," replied the good old 
man, *^but it was not mine." 

HoNESTT. — ^To one who said, '^ I do not believe there is an 
honest man in the world," another replied, ^^It is impossible 
that any one man should know all the world, but quite possi- 
ble that one may know himself." 

HoiCBSTT. — A few years ago, Thomas Mann, who was well 
known in London as ^^ the honest waterman," was engaged to ^' 
hold himself in readiness at an hour specified, every day. 
The gentleman for whom he undertook to wait, and to whom 
he was well known, was prevented using his boat for three 
weeks ; at the end of which time, upon his ofiering to pay, 
agreeably to the stipulation, Mann replied, " No, sir, only for 
the first two or three days; I afterward learned, by inquiry, 
that you would not want me, so I ceased to wait, and I will 
not take your money." 

When his boats were worn' out, it was not his custom -to 
paint and ornament them, in order that they might fetch 
more than they were really worth; but, after considering 
what he would have chosen to give for a similar article, he 
fixed that sum as the price of the boat to be disposed of, and 
would ask no more. Being remonstrated with on the subject, 
he would mention something to its disadvantage, and always 

, decide the matter against his own interest. 

i 

HoNEBTT, IN A CmMNEY-SwEEP. — ^A poor chimney-Sweeper's 
boy was employed at the house of a lady of rank, to cleanse 
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the chimney of her chamber. Knding himself on fhe hearth 
of the lady's dressing-room, and perceiving no one there, he 
waited a few moments to take a view of the beautifiil things 
in the apartment. A gold watch, richly set with diambnds, 
particularly caught his attention, and he could not forbear 
taking it in his hand. Immediately the wish arose in his 
mind, ^^ Ah, if thou hadst such a one ! " After a pause, he 
said to himself, '< But if I tak:e it, I shall be a thief. And 
yet," continued he, ^* no one sees me. No one ! does not God 
see me, who is present everywhere? Should I then be able 
to say my prayers to him after I had committed this theft? 
Gould I die in peace?" Overcome by these thoughts, a cold 
shivering seized him. ^^No!" said he, laying down the 
watch, ^^I had much rather be poor and keep my good coiv- 
science, than rich and become a rogue ; " at these words he 
hastened back into the chimney. 

The countess, who was in the room adjoining, having over- 
heard his soliloquy, sent for him the next morning, and thus 
accosted him : ^^ My little friend, why did you not take the 
watch yesterday ? " The boy fell on his knees speechless and 
astonished. ^^ I heard everything you said," continued her 
ladyship ; ^^ thank Ood for enabling you to resist this tempta- 
tion, and be watchful over yourself for the future ; from this 
moment you shall be in my service^ I will both mAJntftin 
and clothe you; nay more, I will {procure you good instruc- 
tion, that shall ever guard you from the danger of similar 
temptations." The boy burst into tears ; he was anxious to 
express his gratitude, but he could not. The countess strictly 
kept her promise, and had the pleasure to see him grow up a 
pious and intelligent man. 

HoNEBTT, rrs Result. — ^A gentleman one day conversing 
with a watchmaker upon the dishonest practices of persons in 
his way of business, was thus addressed by him : '* Sir, I 
served my apprenticeship with a man who did not fear CM, 
and who, consequently, was not very scrupulotus in the chaiges 
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he made to his costomen. He used frequently to 
oall me a fi>oi, and tell me I should die iu a work^house, wheii^ 
in his absenoe, I used to make such charges as appeared to 
jne &ir and honest. In course of time, I set up in business 
for myself, and hare been so successful as neyer to have 
wanted a shilling; whilst my master, who used to reproach 
me fior my honesty, became so reduced in his circumstances^ 
as to apply to me for a couple of guineas ; and did, at length, 
himself actually die in a workhouse/' 

HONEBTT, THE BtEBSlNa OF PbOTIDBNCB UPON FT. — ^^ That IS 

right, my boy," said a merchant, smiling approvingly upon 
the bright face of his little shop-boy, ^^ ^ Honesty is the best 
policy.' " He had brought him a dollar that lay among the 
dust and paper of the sweepings. ^' Should you say that?'' 
asked tihe lad timidly. " Should I say what ? that ^ honesty 
is the best policy?' Why, it's a time-honored old saying: I 
don't know about the elevating tendency of the thing; the 
spirit is rather narrow, I'll allow." ** So grandmbther taught 
me," replied the boy ; ^^ she said we should do right because 
Ood, approved ii, without thinking what man would say." 
The merchant turned abruptly toward the desk, and the 
4houghtful-faced lad resumed his duties. In the course of the 
morning a rich and influential citizen called in the store. 
While conversing, he said, " I have no children of my own, 
and I fear to adopt one. , My experience is, that a boy of 
twelve, the age I should prefer, is fixed in his habits, and if 
they are bad—" " Stop," said the merchant, " do you see that 
lad yonder ? " « With that noble brow ? yes ; what of him ? " 
<*He is remarkable—" "Yes, yes; that's what everybody 
tells me who has boys to dispose of; no doubt he'U do well 
enough before your face. I've tried a good many, and have 
been deceived more than once." "I was going to say," 
replied the merchant calmly, " that he is remarkable for prin- 
ciple. Never have I known him to deviate from the right, 
sir, never. He would restore a pin ; indeed," (the merchant 
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colored,) ^^ he's a Utile too honest for my employ. He poaatB 
out flaws in goods, and I can not teaoh him prudence in that 
respect: commoii prudence, you know, is — ^is—common-^ 
common prudence is — " The strai^r made no assent, and 
the merchant hurried on to say, ^^ He was a parish orphan, 
taken by an old woman out of pity, when yet a babe. PoTerty 
has been his lot: ho doubt he has su£fered from hunger and 
cold uncounted times ; his hands have been fiDzen and so 
have his feet. Sir, that boy would hare died rather than 
have been dishonest. I can't account for it, upon my word 
I can't." "Have you any claim upon him?" *'Not the 
least in the world, except what common bencTolence offers. 
Indeed, the boy is entirely too good for me*" " Then I will 
adopt him ; and if I hare found one really honest boy, thank 
Ood." The little fellow was taken by the gentleman in his 
carriage, and ushered into a luxurious home ; and he who 
once sat shiyering in a cold corner, listening to the words of 
a poor, old, pious mother who had been taught of the Spirit, 
became one of the best divines that England ever produced, 
" Them that honor me, I wfll honor." 

Honesty, the Malay's Test of. — ^A New England sea-cap- 
tain, who visited '' India beyond the Ganges," was boarded by 
a Malay merchant, a man of considerable property, and asked 
if he had any tracts he could part with. The American, at a 
loss how to account for such a singular request from such a 
man, inquired, ^^ What do you want of tracts? you can not 
read a word of them." ^' True, but I have a use for them, 
nevertheless. Whenever one of your countrymen, or an 
Englishman, calls on me to trade, I put a tract in his way and 
wateh him. If he reads it soberly and with interest, I infer 
that he will not cheat me : if he throws it aside with contempt 
or a profane oath, I have no more to do with him: I can not 
trust him." 

Hospital, thb Fmar. — ^The first hospital for the diseased 
and infirm, ever known, was commenced by a Christian in 



160 ANBODOTBS FOB THB FAXILT. 

Bdessa, in a time of famine. Filled with emotion at the sight 
of the misery about him, Ephrem Syros, a deacon of the 
Christian church there, warmly reproyed the rich men of the 
ciijy who sufiered so many to perish from want and sickness, 
unrelieyed by their wealth. And when the latter expressed 
their willingness to give for the relief of the suffering, if some 
one would but act as their almoner, he promptly offered his 
own time and services ; and receiving their willing donations, 
caused three hundred beds to be placed in the public porticoes 
bf the city for the reception of patients, relieving, also, the 
famishing multitudes who flocked in from the country ; nor 
did he rest from his labors for their good, till the famine was 
arrested, and the plague stayed. Christianity, therefore, has 
the honor of erecting the first hospital in the world; a thing 
never known or heard of in all the countries and ages of 
paganism. 

HuMANiTT, A Lesson on. — Queen Caroline, wife of George 
n., being informed that her eldest daughter, afterward Prin- 
cess of Orange, was accustomed, at going to rest, to employ 
one of the ladies of the court in reading aloud to her till she 
should drop asleep, and that on one occasion the princess 
suffered the lady, who was indisposed, to continue the fatiguing 
duty until she fell down in a swoon, determined to inculcate 
on her daughter a lesson of humanity. The next night, the 
queen, when in bed, sent for the princess, and commanded 
her to read aloud. After some time her royal highness began 
to be tired of standing, and paused, in hopes of receiving an 
order to be seated. " Proceed," said her majesty. In a short 
time a second pause seemed to plead for rest. " Read on," 
said the queen again. The princess again stopped, and again 
received an order to proceed, till at length, faint and breath- 
less, she was forced to complain. Then said this excellent 
parent, *^If you thus feel the pain of this exercise for one 
evening only, what must your attendants feel who do it every 
night?' Hence, learn, my daughter, never to indulge your 
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own ease, while you suffer your attendants to endure unneoe*- 
saiy fittigue.'' 

HuHANiTYy A MEASimB OF. — A respectable mercliant of 
London, having lost his property, and several persons ezpressh 
ing their great sorrow for him, and their wish that something 
could be done for his benefit, one of them said to the others, 
"I/ccZ five hundred pounds for him; what do you f eel? ^^ 

Humanity, Effobts of, never in vain. — ^Two travelers once 
rested at an inn, when suddenly a cry arose that there was a 
fire in the village. One of them got up and ran to offer his 
assistance. But the other strove to detain him, saying, ^^ Why 
should you waste your time? Are there not hands enough 
to assist? Why concern ourselves about strangers?" His 
firiend, however, listened not to his remonstrances, but hasted 
to the fire; the other following and looking on at a distance. 
A woman rushed out of the burning dwelling, crying, ^^My 
children! myehildren!" When the stranger heard this, he 
darted into the house among the burning timbers, while the 
flames raged fiercely around him. " He will surely perish ! " 
cried the spectators. But after a short time, behold, he came 
forth with scorched hair, carrying two young children in his 
arms, and delivered them to their mother. The house soon 
fell in, with a terrible crash. As the stranger and his com- 
panion returned to the inn, the l9.tter said, ^^ Who bade thee 
risk thy life in such a dangelrous attempt ? " " HE," answered 
the first, ^* who bids me put the seed into the ground, that it 
may decay and bring forth the new fruit." "But if thou 
hadst been buried among the ruins ? " His companion smiled 
and said, " Then should I myself have been the seed." 

HuMiUTT, A Lesson on. — ^Dr. Franklin once received a very 
useful lesson from the excellent Dr. Cotton Mather, which he 
thus relates, in a letter to his son: " The last time I saw your 
fiEither was in 1724. On taking my leave, he showed me a 
shorter way out of the house, by a narrow passage, which was 
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GONMSBed bjr a beam oyerhead. We were stiU taHdng, as I 
withdrew, he accompanying me behind, and I taming toward 
him, when he said hastily, ^ Stoop, stoop ! ' I did not under- 
stand him till I felt my head hit against the beam. He was 
a man who never missed an opportunity of giving instruction ; 
and upon this he said to me : ^ You are young, and have the 
world before you: leam to stoop as you go through it, and 
you will avoid many hard thumps.' This advice, thus beat 
into my head, has frequently been of use to me ; and I often 
think of it, when I see pride mortified, and misfortunes 
brought upon people by their carrying their heads too high." 

HuMiUTY, LEADS TO EXALTATION. — ^lu the evening of the 
day that Sir Eardley Wilmot was appointed chief-justice, one 
of his sons, a youth of seventeen, attended him to his bedside. 
"Now," said he, "my son, I will tell you a secret worth your 
knowing and remembering. The elevation I have met with 
in life, particularly this last instance of it, has not been owing 
to any superior merit or abilities, but to my humility; to my 
not having set up myself above others, and to a uniform 
endeavor to pass though life void of offense toward Ood and 
man." 

HuinLTTY, OP A Converted Heathen. — ^A convert from 
heathenism, employed in translating a part of the Biblt^^ and 
coming to the passage, " ifoyr are we the sons of God," came 
running in great haste to the missionary, exclaiming, " It is 
too much, it is too much ; let me rather render it, * Now we 
are permitted to kiss his feet!'" A simple and touching 
expression of those feelings of humility with which Christians 
should ever contemplate the greatness and excellence of God, 
and the privileges he freely bestows on them. 

HuMiLrrT, ITS Tbxte PosmoN. — ^When a monument was 
erected at Leicester, in memory of the Rev. Thomas Robin- 
son, the late Rev. Robert Hall, accompanied by a friend, went 
to see it. Mr. R. is represented in a standing {kMsiiion, 



ANB0DOTIB<T0B THB FAHtLT. 



166 



reotiTiBg a Bible from the haadB of the SaTioor. Hr. Hall's 
friend expressed his admiratioa of the figure. Hr. Hall 
replied, with his osoal promptitude and discrimiuatioii, "No, 
nr, he oug^t to have been prostrate at the Bedeemer's feet." 




Huts in Kahibchatka. — The houses in vhich a people live, . 
says an intelligent traveler, are the sure mark of the degree 
of their ciTitiz.ation. The mde hut marks the savage, as the 
splendid dwelling gives evidence of civilization, refinement 
and wealth. The cut above represents the appearance of the 
inhabitants of Kamtschatka, and eJso of the huts in whioh 
^ej live. 
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HuMiLiTT, OF John Newton. — Two or three years before 
the death of this excellent minister of Christ, when his sight 
was so dim that he was no longer able to read, an aged friend 
and brother in the ministry called on him to breakfast. 
Family prayer succeeding, > the portion of Scripture for the 
day was brought to him, in which was the expression, ^^ By 
the grace of God, I am what I am." It was the good man's 
custom, on these occasions, to make a few short remarks on 
the passage read. After the reading of this text, he paused 
for some moments, and then uttered the following affecting 
soliloquy: ^^I am not what .1 ought to be! Ah, how imper- 
fect and deficient ! I am not what I wish to be ! but I abhor 
that which is evil, and I would cleave to what is good! I am 
not what I hope to be ! Soon, soon I shall put off mortality, 
and with mortality all sin and imperfection! Yet, though I 
am not what I ought to be, nor what I wish to be, nor what 
I hope to be, I can truly say I am not what I once was, a 
slave to sin and Satan ; and I can heartily join with the apostle 
and acknowledge, ' By the grace of God, I am what I am ! ' 
Let us pray ! " 
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GEBERG3, or ice mount^nB, as the 
i word Bignifies, are fonned at sea bj 
. the aci^immlation of ico aad buot, 
' and sometimes Beem to be vast glsr 
i ciers, which have been piled up on 
. ^^^ t shore, till they have broken and fallen 

4^ ft^SjKJiiito tlio ocean by their own weight. They 
'^iM^By^'^oi'i"' "> the northern seas, and are sometimes 
two miles long, and half as broad. Dr. Scoresby counted 
five hundred of these bergs in latitude 69' and 70° north, 
which were from one hundred to two hundred feet in height, 
and from a few yards to a mile in circumference. . Some idea 
of the immense depth to which these icebergs reach, may be 
formed from the fact, that the mass of ice below the water is 
about eight times greater than that above 
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Idlenebb^ itb Mjbebt. — ^A merchant who had retired from 
business with a fortune, found his mind, having nothing to 
occupy it, preying on itself, so. that existence became a 
torment. At last, being seized with the stone, a friend called 
to condole with him in his severe sufferings, to whom he said, 
he had no need of pity ; " For I assure you," he added, ^^ that 
what I now feel, is ease compared with the torture of mind 
from which it relieves me." 

Idleness, a Dangerous Disease. — Some one telling the 
famous Marquis Spinola, that a distinguished general had 
died of having nothing to do, he answered, " Upon my word, 
that is enough to kill anybody." 

Iupebfections, of Men. — \^B.q censures Gk>d," says Burke, 
*^who quarrels with the imperfections of men." 

Impertinence, rebuked. — ^A humorous fellow, subpenaed 
as witness on a trial for an assault, being asl^ed by one of the 
counsel who was notorious for browbeating witnesses, what 
distance he was from the parties when the assault happened ; 
he answered, "Just four feet, five inches and a half." " How 
came you to be so exact, fellow ? " said the coimsel. " Be- 
cause I expected some fool or other would ask me, and I 
measured it." 

Impiety. — ^When Bonaparte was about to invade Russia, a 
person who had endeavored to dissuade him from his purpose, 
finding he could not prevail, quoted to him the proverb, " Man 
proposes, but Ood disposes ; " to which he indignantly replied, 
" I dispose as well as propose." A Christian lady, on hearing 
the impious boast, remarked, " I set thatdoWn as the turning- 
point of Bonaparte's fortunes. God will not suffor a creature, 
with impunity, thus to usurp his prerogative." It happened 
to Bonaparte just as . the lady predicted. His invasion of 
Russia was the commencement of his Ml. 

Impiett, punished. — ^There was, in a Swiss village, an 
excellent clergyman, who preached and lived with such holy 
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led and exemplary piety, that many were converted trnder 
his ministry. But there lived in the same place a wicked 
and abandoned character, who not only slighted all the means 
of grace, but turned the most serious matters into ridicule, 
and made a * laughing-stock of th^ preacher's expressions. 
One morning, he went very early to the public-house, and 
began to intoxicate himself with liquor, profaning the name ' 
and word of Ood, and ridiculing the term conversion. 
*^Now," said he, ^^I myself will become a convert," turning 
himself from one side to the other, and dancing about in the 
room with a variety of foolish gestures. He quickly left the 
room, fell down the stairs, broke his neck, and expired, 
exhibiting an awful monument of Gh)d's most righteous ven- 
geance, which sometimes, even in this life, overtakes those 
that profane his holy name. 

Imprecation, answered. — ^A profane man, who had often 
been admonished of the sin of his profaneness, but in vain, 
was laboring one day in a stone quarry, and had just fastened 
a stone to the rope for the purpose of raising it, when the 
man at the top said to him, that he feared the rope was not 
strong enough to hold it. He immediately replied, with a 
most dreadful oath, '^Then let it fall and crush me to atoms." 
And hardly were the words out of his mouth, when the stone 
fell, and hurried his unprepared soul into the presence of his 
Maker ! 

Impressions, Early. — ^The late John Randolph, some years 
since addressed himself to an intimate friend in terms some- 
thing like the following: '^I used to be called a Frenchman, 
because I took the French side in politics ; and though this 
was ui\ju8t, yet the truth is, I should have been a French 
atheist, if it had not been for one recollection, and that was, 
the memory of the time when my departed mother used to 
take my little hand in hers, and cause me on my knees to say, 
< Our Father which art in heaven.''' 
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LiFBiaBBiONBy Earlt, BEMBifBEBED. — It is related of lin. 
Doddridge, that when her son Philip was qnite a little boy, 
she used to teach him Scriptare historj from the Dutch tiles 
of the fireplace, on which there were pictures of subjects 
taken from the Bible. Philip never forgot those early in- 
structions, and probably to them, under God, his future 
usefulness may be traced. In our days children have great 
advantages ; they have many books with many pictures. Let 
the young bless God for the privileges they possess, and pray 
that these advantages may not be in vain. 

Impressions, Early, their Power. — ^^ When I was a little 
child," said a good man, ^' my mother used to bid me kneel 
beside her, and to place her hand upon my head while she 
prayed. Before I was old enough to know her worth, she 
died, and I was left much to my own guidance. Like others, 
I was inclined to evil passions, but often felt myself checked, 
and, as it were, drawn back by the soft hand on my head. 
When I was a young man, I traveled in foreign lands, and 
was exposed to many temptations ; but, when I would have 
yielded, that same hand seemed to be upon my head, and I 
was saved. I appeared to feel its pressure as in the days of 
my happy infancy, and sometimes there came with it a voice 
in my heart — a voice that must be obeyed — ^ Oh, do not this 
wickedness, my son, nor sin against thy God.' " 

Impressions, on the Youno, Permanent. — ^A venerable 
clergyman, at the age of seventy years, lodged at the house 
of a pious friend, where he observed the mother teaching 
some short prayers and hymns to her children. ^^ Madam,'' 
said he, ^' your instructions may be of far more importance 
than you are aware : my mother taught me a little hymn 
when a child, and it is of use to me to this day. I never 
dose my eyes to rest, without first saying, 

' Now I lay me down to sleq), 
I pi»y the Lord my Mml to keep; 
If I ihoald die before I wake, 
I pray the Lord my loiil to take/ 
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Indepsndknce. — ^The borough of Hull, in the Teign of 
Oharles II., chose Andrew Marvell, a young gentleman of 
little or no fortune, and maintained him in London for the 
fiervice of the public. With a view to bribe him, his old 
school-fellow, the Lord Treasurer Danby, went to him in his 
garret. At parting, the lord treasurer slipped into his hands 
an order upon the treasiiry for £1,000, and then went to his 
chariot. Marvell looking at the paper, called after the treas- 
urer, " My lord, I request another moment." They went up 
again to the garret, and Jack, the servant boy, was called. 
"Jack, what had I for dinner yesterday?" "Don't you 
remember, sir, you had the little shoulder of mutton that you 
ordered me to bring from a woman in the market? " " Very 
right. What have I for dinner to-day ? " " Don't you knovr, 
sir, that you made me lay up the blade-bone to broil?" 
"'Tis so: very right. Go away. My lord, do you hear 
that? Andrew Marvell's dinner is provided; there's your 
piece of paper, I want it not. I knew the sort of kindness 
you intended. I live here to serve my constituents. The 
ministry may seek elsewhere for men for their purposes ; I 
am not one." 

An anecdote somewhat similar is told of Franklin ; and 
also of a Roman general, who, when sitting at supper with a 
plate of turnips before him, was solicited, by a large promise, 
to betray his trust; and who asked the messengers, whether 
he that could sup on turnips, was a man likely to sell his 
coimtry? 

Indubibt and L)LEN£BS. — ^A gentleman in Surrey, holding 
a farm, the income of which was over one thousand dollars a 
year, was obliged to sell half to pay his debts, and to let the 
other half to a plain, laboring fitrmer. After a while the 
fitrmer wanted to purchase the land. " How is this," said 
the gentleman, " that I could not Uve upon the land being 
my own, while you are able not only to pay the rent, but also 
to purchase it?" "Oh," said the fitrmer, "two words make 
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all the difforence. Y<m said go^ and I said come: ycm lay in 
bed or took your pleasure, and sent others about your bosi- 
ness ; and I rise early, work hard, and see myself that my 
business is done." 

Infidel, Reply to an. — ^To a young infidel, who scoflbd at 
Ohristianity on account of the misconduct of some of its. 
professors, Dr. Mason said, ^* Did you ever know an uproar 
made because an infidel went astray from the paths of moral- 
ity?'' The infidel admitted he had not. '^Then," said the 
doctor, ^^ donU you see that you admit Christianity is a holy 
religion, by expecting its professors to be holy ; and that thus, 
by your very objection, you pay it the highest compliment in 
your power?" 

Infidel, Reply to an. — ^A scoffing infidel, of considerable 
talents, being in the company of a person of slender intellect, 
but a real Christian, and supposing, no doubt, that he should 
obtain an easy triumph in the display of his ungodly wit, put 
the following question to him : ^^ I imderstand, sir, that you 
expect to go to heaven when you die; can you tell me what 
sort of a place heaven is ? " " Yes, sir," repUed the Christian ; 
^^ heaven is a prepared place for a prepared people ; and if 
your soul is not prepared for it, with all your boasted wisdom, 
you will never enter there." 

Infidel, the, and ms Mother. — ^Hume, the historian, 
received a religious education from his mother, and early in 
life was the subject of strong and hopeful religious impres- 
sions ; but, as he approached manhood, they were efifaced, and 
confirmed infidelity succeeded. Maternal partiality, however 
alarmed at first, came at length to Ipok with less and less 
pain upon this declension ; and filial love and reverence seemed 
to have been absorbed in the pride of philosophical skepticism, 
for Hume applied himself with unwearied, and unhappily 
with successful efforts, to si^ the foundation of his mother's 
fiath. Having succeeded in this dreadful work, he went 
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abroad, and as he was retomingy an express met him in Lon- 
don, with a letter from his mother, informing him that she 
was in a deep decline, and could not long survive: she said, 
she found herself without any support in her distress; that 
he had taken away that only soiuxe of comfort upon which, 
in all cases of affliction, she used to rely, and that she now 
found her mind sinking into despair; she did not doubt that 
her son would afford her some substitute for her religion ; 
and she conjured him to hasten to her, or at least to send her 
a letter, containing such consolations as philosophy could 
afford to a dying mortal. Hume was overwhelmed with 
anguish on receiving this letter, and hastened to Scotland, 
trayeling day and night ; but before he arrived, his mother 
expired. No permanent impression seems, however, to have 
been made on his mind by this trying event; and whatever 
remorse he might have felt at the moment, he soon relapsed 
into his previous hardness of heart. Thus it is that false 
philosophy restores the sting to death, and gives again the 
victory to the grave. 

Inftoel, the Answered. — Several years ago, the Rot. Jamos 

Armstrong preached at Harmony, near the Wabash river, 

when a medical man of that place, a professed deist or infidel, 

called on his associates to attend him while he ^' attacked the 

Methodists," as he said. At first, he asked Mr. Armstrong 

if he followed preaching to save souls. He answered in the 

affirmative. He then inquired: ^'Did you ever see a soul?" 

"No." "Did you ever hear a soul?" "No." "Did you 

ever taste a soul ? " " No." " Did you ever smell a soul ? " 

"No." "Did you ever feel a soul?" "Yes, thank God," 

said Mr. Armstrong. *^Well," said the doctor, "there are 

four of the five senses against one, that there is a soul." Mr. 

Armstrong then asked the gentleman if he was a doctor of 

medicine, and he was also answered in the affirmative. He 

then asked the doctor : " Did you ever see a pain ? " " No." 

" Did you ever hear a pain ? " " No." " Did you ever taste 

11 
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a pain?" "No." "Did you ever smeU a pain?" "No." 
" Did you ever feel a pain ? " " Yes." Mr. Armstrong then 
said, " There are also four senses against one, to prove that 
there is no such thing as a pain; and yet, sir, you know that 
there is a pain, and I know there is a soul." The doctor 
appeared confounded, and walked off. 

Infidel, the Choice of the, fob his SoNt Niebuhr, the 
German scholar, was a prince among historians, and equally 
so among doubters. And after having tried for a lifetime, 
and thus known by experience, the influence of the so-called 
rational and doubting system, of his son he says, " He shall 
believe in the letter of the Old and New Testaments j apd I 
shall nurture in Aim, from his infancy j a firm faith in all that 
I have lost or feel uncertain about.** What a testimony to 
the Christian system, and what a condemnaticm of infidelity! 

Infidel, the, confuted. — ^A pious mother, who was in the 
habit of catechising her children on Sabbath evening, had 
gathered them about her in the nursery for that purpose, 
when an infidel physician who was in attendance upon her 
sick husband, entered the room and seated himself by the 
bedside. He heard her little children repeat answer after 
answer to th^ questions in the catechism, and at length inter- 
rupted her with the inquiry, " Madam, why do you teach 
your children such stuff? " Fixing her tearful eyes on him, 
she said, " Sir, that it may preserve them from skepticism, 
save them, and nourish their souls when I am dead." He 
left the room trembling before the power of her faith. 

Infidel, the, convebted to a Missionabt. — ^L. B. was a 
student in college, of great decision of character, of abundant 
pecuniary means, and the ringleader of the enemy's forces 
against religion, temperance, and truth. By his winning 
maimers and flattering seductions, he seldom failed to initLate 
amiable, unsuspecting young men, whose principles were not 
fixed, into all tiiie mysteries of " high life^" as he would call 
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ity soon after their entrance at college. Intoxication was the 
first degree, and all the other vices followed in its train-. 
Such being his character, it might be supposed he would be 
among the last to yield his heart to Gk)d. And so it was; 
for, during a powerful outpouring of the Holy Spirit, he 
stood out long and firmly against the entreaties of his friends, 
and the appeals of the gospel. Sermons were imheeded by 
him, and the entreaties of Christians disregarded. So great 
had been the work of grace, that now he stood alone, like the 
heath in the desert, forsaken by every one of his former asso- 
ciates. But when conscience raised its voice in favor of the 
religion of Jesus, he stifled it by Endeavoring to be an infidel. 
At this time one of his former comrades gave him ^^ Leslie's 
Short and Easy Method with the Deists." He took it, and 
repaired to his room, with the determination to ^overthrow 
every argument that might be advanced in support of the 
Bible. He read and re-read ; but, to use his own expression, 
*^ he could not find a flaw in it." Conviction flashed upon 
his mind. It must be so. He must either be a fool or a 
Christian ; for hp had often said, that if he beUeved the Bible 
to be true, he should be a fool not to follow its directions. 
In about twenty-four hours from this time, after a most violent 
struggle against the adversary of his soul, he opened his lq)s 
in prayer to him whose name he had scarcely mentioned but 
with an oath for twelve years. And now he looked upon a 
world lying in wickedness ; and, remembering the conmumd, 
^^ Oo preach my gospel to every creature," and casting his eye 
upward to the throne of God, said, ^^ Here am I, send me." 

Imfidel, the Dying. — ^An avowed infidel,, who had been 
accustomed to scoff at the Holy Scriptures, to exercise his 
profane wit in ridiculing the justice of God, and the future 
punishment of the wicked, and had strenuously denied that 
there was a hell, with his last quivering breath exclaimed, 
<'Now I know that there is a hell, for I feel it" 
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iKFCDELy THE Dyino. — ^Yoltalre spent his whole life in malig- 
nant but vain attempts to ridicule and overturn Ghristianit7. 
He was the idol of a large portion of the French nation; but 
just when they were decreeing new honors for him, and 
loading him with applause, the hour of his ignominy and 
shame arrived. In a moment the approach of death dissipa- 
ted his delusive dreams, and filled his soul with inexpressible 
horror. - Conscience started from her long slumbers, and 
imfolded before him the broad roll of his crimes. Whither 
could he fly for reUef ? Fury and despair succeeded each 
other by turns, and he had more the appearance of a demon 
than a man. To his physician he said, " Doctor, I will give 
you half of what I am worth, if you wiU give me six months' 
life." The doctor answered, "Sir, you can not live six 
weeks." Voltaire replied, "Then I shall go to hell, and you 
shall go with me ; " and soon after expired. 

Infidel, the Feabs of. — ^'^ There is one thing," said Mr. S., 
a professed infidel, to one of his companions in sin, " which 
mars all the pleasures of my life." "Ah," replied his com- 
panion, "what is that?" "Why, I am afraid the Bible is 
true. K I could but certainly know that death is an eternal 
sleep, I should be happy:, my joy would be complete. But 
here is the thorn that stings me! This is the sword that 
pierces my very soul. K the Bible he truey I am lost forever. 
Every prospect is gone, and I am lost forever ! " This unhappy 
man soon aiterward undertook a voyage, was shipwrecked and 
drowned. 

Infidel, tbe German. — ^A German infidel, at his death, 
passing by all his old associates, selected, 05 his executor j a 
Christian^ with whom he had but a very slight acquaintance, 
thus giving the highest possible testimony to the principles 
of Christianity, by the confidence he reposed in it. 

Infidel, thb,-in Dancer. — ^The late Percy Bysshe Shelley, 
who made no secret of his infidelity, and who seemed to have 
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spirits which no danger could appall, when overtaken hj a 
storm at sea, appeared to hav^ lost all energy, and the horrors 
of approaching death made him weep like a child. Those 
holy names which he neyer before pronounced, but in ridicule, 
he now called upon in moving accents of serious prayer, and 
implored the protection of that Being whose existence he 
affected to disbelieve. 

Infidel, the, in a Stobm. — ^Yolney, the infidel, while prose- 
cuting his philosophical discoveries in North America, had 
taken a passage iii a vessel from one part to another of Lake 
Ontario. He was very communicative, allowed no opportu- 
nity to pass of ridiculing Christianity, and acted altogether 
in a very profane manner. In. the course of the voyage, a 
tremendous storm came on ; the schooner struck upon a shoal 
or rock at a considerable distance from an inaccessible shore, 
and continued to beat so violently, that they expected every 
moment she would go to pieces ; in which case their destruc- 
tion Would have been inevitable. In this awful situation, the 
vain philosopher literally lost all his powers of reason. One 
moment he was quite frantic, and raged like a madman; 
another, in wild consternation, he looked into some of Vol- 
taire's works, which he generally carried in his bosom ; then 
despair took hold on him, and he uttered the most incoherent 
expressions, and offered a large sum of money to the captain, 
to prevail on him to attempt what was utterly impossible, 
namely, to put him ashore in a small boat. In all his misery 
he had a companion in the cook, who lashed himself to the 
foremast, and then, in the greatest agony of despair, uttered 
'the most horrid imprecations. The vessel held together ih 
that situation for Aove two hours, when the wind shifted 
about, and they got off, and arrived safely at the place of their 
destination. After the storm, Yolney showed himself no less 
weak, by requesting the passengers not to mention his behavior 
on the occasion. 
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Infideib, Advice of. — ^A inan, who had been yerj much 
connected with infidels, was taken dangeronslj ill; and feeling 
that he could not recover, became alarmed for the safety of 
his soul. He found that his infidel principles gave him no 
comfort; and he began, for the first time, to examine into the 
Christian religion. He embraced it, and found it to be the 
power of God to his salvation, enabling him to triumph over 
the fear of death. In the mean time, his infidel friends, 
hearing of his sickness, and thi^t *he was not expected to 
recover, showed a degree of feeling and integrity, which, it 
was hoped, might prove the first step toward their conversion. 
Not aware th^t their dying friend had become a Ohristian, 
they called to see him, and actually told him that they came 
on purpose to advise him now to^ embrace Christianity: 
"Because," said they, "if it be false, it can do you no harm; 
but if it should prove true, you will be a great gainer." This, 
reader, is a fact. It was the united advice of a number of 
unbelievers to their dying friend. 

Infidei^, Conduct op. — The lives and conduct of the great 
leaders of infidelity, will aid us to form some idea of the 
tendency of their system. Rochester and Wharton were 
debauchees, and profane. Woolaston was a blasphemer. 
Blount solicited his sister-in-law to marry him, and being 
refused, shot himself. Tindal was originally a protestant, 
then turned papist, then protestant again, merely to suit the 
times; and was, at the same period, infamous for vice in 
general, and the total want of principle. He is said to have 
died with this prayer in his mouth: "K there be a Grod, I 
desire that he may have mercy upon me." Hobbes wrote his 
"Leviathan," to serve the cause of Charles I.; but finding 
him fail of success, turned it to the defense of Cromwell, and 
made a merit of this fact to the usurper, as Hobbes himself 
unblushingly declared to Lord Clarendon. Morgan had no 
regard for truth, as is evident fi*om his numerous falsifications 
of Scripture, as well as from the vile hypocrisy of professing 
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hunself a Ohristian in those very writings in which he labors 
to destroy Christianity. Vojtaire, in a letter now in exist- 
ence, requested his friend D'Alembert to tell for him a direct 
and palpable He, by denying that be was the author of the 
Philosophical Dictionary. D'Alembert, in his answer, in- 
formed him that he had told the lie. Yoltaire has, indeed, 
expressed his own moral character perfectly in the following 
words: "Monsieur Abb6, 1 must be read; no matter whether 
I am believed or not." He also solemnly professed to believe 
the Catholic religion, although, at the same time, he elsewhere 
professed to doubt the existence of a God. Hume died as a 
fool dieth. The day before his death he spent in a pitiful and 
affected unconcern about this tremendous subject ; playing at 
whist, reading Lucian's dialogues, and making silly attempts 
at wit, concerning his interview with Charon, the heathen 
ferryman of Hades. 

Infidels, End of Several. — ^The following affecting account 
of the death of several of the leading infidels in France, at the 
period of the revolution, is extracted from Sir Walter Scott's 
^^Life of Bonaparte," and strikingly shows that deism can 
afford no help in the hour of trial : 

"None of all the victims of the reign of terror, felt its disa- 
bling influence so completely, as the despot Robespierre, who 
had so long directed its sway. The Hotel de Ville, where he 
and his companions had assembled, was surroimded by about 
one thousand five himdred men, and cannon turned upon the 
doors. The deserted group of theorists within, conducted 
themselves like scorpions, which, when surrounded by fire, 
are said to turn their stings on each other, and on themselves. 
Mutual and ferocious upbraiding took place among these 
miserable men. ^Wretch! were these the means^you prom- 
ised to ftumish?' said Payan to Henriot, whom he found 
intoxicated, and incapable of resolution or exertion, and 
seizing on him as he spoke, he precipitated the revolutionary 
general from a window. Henriot survived the fall only to 
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drag himself into a drain, in which he was afterward discov- 
ered, and brought out to execution. The younger Robespierre 
threw himself from the window, but did not perish on the 
spot. Las Basas dispatched himself with a pistol-shot. St. 
Just, after imploring his comrades to kill him, attempted his 
own life with an irresolute hand, and failed. Couthon lay 
beneath the table, brandishing a knife, with which he repeat- 
edly wounded his bosom, without daring to add force enough 
to reach his heart. Robespierre, in an imsuccessful attempt 
to shoot himself, had only infOlcted a horrible fracture on his 
under-jaw. In this situation they were found, like wolves in 
their lair, fou| with blood, mutilated, despairing, and yet not 
able to die. Robespierre lay on a table in an ante-room, his 
head supported by a deal box, and his hideous countenance 
half hidden by a dirty cloth bound round the shattered chin. 
The captives were carried in triumph to the convention, who, 
without admitting them to the bar, ordered them, as outlaws, 
for instant execution. As the fatal cars passed to the guillo- 
tine, those who filled them, but especially Robespierre, weife 
overwhelmed with execrations, from the friends and relatives 
of victims whom he had sent on the same melancholy road. 
The nature of his previous wound, from which the cloth had 
never been removed, till the executioner tore it off, added to 
the torture of the sufferer. The shattered jaw dropped, and 
the wretch yelled aloud, to the horror of the spectators. A 
mask, taken from that dreadful head, was long exhibited in 
different nations of Europe, and appalled the spectators by its 
ugliness, and the mixture of fiendish expression with that of 
bodily agony." 

Infidels, Lives of. — ^It has often been a matter of wonder, 
that the principles and reasonings of infidels, though fre- 
quently accompanied with great abilities, are seldom known 
to make any impression on thoughtful people. It is said of a 
deceased gentleman, who was eminent in the literary world, 
that, in early life, he drank deeply into the fr-eethinking 
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Boheme. He, and one of his companions of the same turn of 
mind, often carried on their conversations in the hearing 
of a religions, but illiterate countryman. This gentleman 
afterward became a true Christian, and felt concern for the 
countryman, lest hid faith in Christianity should have been 
shaken. One day^ therefore, he asked him, whether what 
had so frequently been advanced in his hearing, had not pro- 
duced this effect upon him. ^' By no jneans," answered the 
countryman ; " it never made the least impression upon me." 
" No impression upon you ! " said the gentleman'^ "why you 
must have known that we had read and thought on these things 
much more than you had any opportunity of doing." " Oh, 
yes," replied the man; "but I knew also your manner of 
living; I knew that to maintain such a course of conduct, you 
foimd it necessary to renounce Christianity." 

Infedeutt, and Woman. — ^It is said in the " Life of Dr. 
Beattie," that Mr. Hume was once boasting to Dr. Gregory, 
that, among his disciples in Edinburgh, he had the honor to 
reckon ma'hy of the fair sex. " Now tell me," said the doctor, 
"whether, if you had .a wife or a daughter, you would wish 
them to be your disciples ? Think well before you answer 
me; for I assure you, that whatever your answer is, I will 
not conceal it." Mr. Hume, with a smile, and some hesita- 
tion, made this reply : " No ; I believe skepticism may be too 
sturdy a virtue for a woman." 

iNFiDELrrY, A KiNO's OPINION OP. — The poet Waller, on his 
death-bed, professed his faith in Christianity with great 
earnestness, telling his children that he remembered, when 
the Duke of Buckingham once talked profanely before King 
Charles, the king said, " My lord, I am a great deal older 
than your grace, and believe I have heard more arguments 
for atheism than ever your grace did ; but I have Uved long 
enough to see there is nothing in them, and so I hope you 
will." 
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iNFmEUTT, AT YaKIANGE WITH THE REASON AND GONBGIENCB 

OF US YoTABiES. — ^Eveii Hume has said, that ^^ disbelief in 
fotoritjy loosens, in a great measure, the ties of morality, and 
may be supposed, for that reason, to be pernicious to the 
peace of civil society." 

Infidelity, confounded. — ^When Thomas Paine resided in 
New Jersey, he was one day passing by the residence of Dr. S., 
who was sitting at his door. Paine stopped, and after some 
general observations, said, " Mr. S., what a pity it is that 
a man has not some comprehensive and perfect rule for the 
government of his life." The doctor replied, " Mr. Paine, 
there is such a rule.'* "What is it?" the infidel inquired. 
" Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and 
thy neighbor as thyself," was the prompt reply. " Oh," said 
Paine, abashed and confoimded, " that's in your Bible," and 
immediately turned away. 

Infideuty, Franklin's Advice as to. — ^When Paine's 
"Age of Reason" was submitted to Dr. Franklin, in manu- 
script, he returned it to the author, with a letter, from which 
the following is extracted : " I would advise you not to attempt 
unchaining the tiger, but to burn this piece before it is seen 
by any other person. If men are so wicked wUh religion, 
what would they be without it ? " 

Infideuty, how to meet rrs Advocates. — ^"In the year 
1827, a devoted young man, then studying for the ministry, 
was requested to preach in a town in Kentucky, and the 
meeting was held in the evening at a private house. Klnowing 
that two or three deists were present, some remarks were 
made upon the authenticity of God's word. The president 
of an infidel club arose, and interrupted the speaker, who 
mildly said to him, ' Sit down, and after meeting I will talk 
with you.* When the service closed, there was hardly time 
for conversation, and an appointment was made that the 
parties should meet at the house of a friend, on the following 
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morning. At the appointed hour, the president, with seyeral 
infidel books iinder his arm, and a large handkerchief fall of 
pamphlets and papers, made his appearance, in company witii 
two members of his club. No sooner were the parties seated, 
than the infidel began, with much warmth,. to pour forth his 
contempt for the Bible. * Stop, sir, stop,' said the student. 

* Let us commence right, and then we shall end well. Do 
you believe there is a God who made all things? a God who 
has a mind? *I do.' 'Do you belieye he created you, feeds, 
clothes, and watches over you and yours, without any reward ? ' 

* Certainly I do.' ' Well, sir, that we commence right, please 
lead in prayer. Ask the God in whom you believe, to direct 
us to the rejection of that Bible if it is false, and if true, to 
receive it. We do not want to be deceived.' The man hesi- 
tated, and said, ' I never pray, I do not believe in prayer.' 

* Never pray, sir! do you not believe in prayer, when your 
Gk)d has done so much for you ? never thank him for his 
goodness ? Have you a father ? ' ' Yes, sir.' ' Do you never 
thank him? K you had a child whom you had always blest, 
would he not thank you when you bestowed upon him some 
little trinket?' 'I suppose he would.' *Well, sir, begin 
right. Just pray ; pray and thank God J * I can't pray.' 

.The student then turned to his infidel companions, and asked 
them to pray, and they both declined. With indescribable 
feelings he knelt, and, with great freedom, poured out his 
whole heart to God. As he finished they all three arose from 
their seats. The president passed his fingers through his hair, 
and as he gathered up his books, said: 'I think we will talk 
no more. It will do no good.' The student waited on them 
to the door, and in a short time heard that the club had 
disbanded." 

Ikftdeuty: Hume and Bishop Hobne. — ^Hume once ob- 
served, that all the devOut persons he had ever met with were 
melancholy. On this Bishop Home remarked : ^^ This might 
very probably be true ; for, in the first place, it was most 
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likely that he saw veiy few, his friends and acquaintance 
heing of another sort; and secondly, the sight of him would 
make a deyout man melancholy at any time/' 

iNPTOELnT, ITS Practical Influence. — One day that 
D'Alembert and Condorcet were dining with Voltaire, they 
proposed to converse of atheism ; but Yoltaire stopped them 
at once. " Wait," said he, " till my servants have withdrawn ; 
I do not wish to have my throat cut to-night.'' 

Inpidelitt, its Pb'actical Influence. — ^A servant, upon 
whom the irreligious conversation continually passing at his 
master's table, had produced its naturaVeffect, took an oppor- 
tunity to rob him. Being apprehended, and urged to give a 
reason for his misconduct, he said, " Sir, I had heard you so 
often talk of the impossibility of a future state, and that after 
death there was no reward for virtue, nor punishment for 
vice, that I was tempted to commit the robbery." " Well, 
but had you no fear," asked the master, " of the death which 
the law of your coimtry infficts upon the crime?" "Sir^" 
rejoined the servant, looking sternly at his master, "what is 
that to you, if I had a mind to venture that? You had 
removed my greatest terror ; why should I fear the less ? " 

iNPiDELrrr, bebueed. — ^A gay young man, of a deistical 
turn, traveling in a stage-coach to London, forced his senti- 
ments on the company, by trying to ridicule the Scriptures ; 
and, among other topics, made himself merry with the story 
of David and Goliath, strongly urging the impossibility of a 
youth like David being able to throw a stone with sufficient 
force to sink into the giant's forehead. On this he appealed 
to the company, and particularly to a grave gentleman of the 
denomination called Friends, or Quakers, who sat silent in one 
comer of the carriage. "Indeed, friend,'*' replied he, "I do 
not think it at all improbable, if the Philistine's head was as 
soft as thine." This grave rebuke reduced the young man 
to 8ilQ^oe• 
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Infidelity, the Father and his Dying Daughter. — ^Qen. 
Ethan Allen, it is said, was an ayowed deist, and author of 
several works against the Christian religion. But how little 
fisdth he had in his own tenets, appears in the following anec- 
dote, which is related by Dr. Dwight: "While reading some 
of his own writings to k friend who was on a visit to his house, 
he received information that his daughter was at the point of 
death. His wife was a pious woman, who had instructed the 
daughter in the principles of Christianity. When the father 
appeared at the bedside, his daughter said to him, ' I am 
about to die ; shall I believe in the principles you have taught 
me, or shall I believe in what my mother has taught me ? ' 
On hearing this question, he became much agitated, and after 
waiting a few minutes, replied, ' Believe in what your mother 
has taught you.' Let the reader judge, whether the Christian 
or the deist be the best guide amidst the perplexities of life, 
or the surest friend at the hour of death. The one presents 
the cheering hope of immortality ; the other, the dreary and 
repulsive prospect of annihilation." 

Infidelity, unprospered. — Gibbon, the historian, was noted 
for his enmity to the gospel ; but a large part of his property 
descended to a gentleman who expended large sums annually 
to propagate it; and from the house which he himself occu- 
pied, four thousand Bibles have been sold in a single year. 
The press which Voltaire used for printing his blasphemies, 
hasl)een used since in printing the Holy Scriptures; and in 
the house once occupied by Hume, was held the first meeting 
of a branch of the British and Foreign Bible Society ! 

INQUIBITIVENESS. — ^'^In aucient days," says Dr. Johnson, 
" the most celebrated precept was, * Know thyself; ' in modem 
times, it is supplanted by the more fiashionable maxim, 
^Enow ihynei^bor, and everything about him.^ 
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India Robber Tree. — India, rubber, with which all are 
familiar, is obtained from a tree of tlie fig species, which is 
- found both in India and South America. When the bark is 
broken, it gives forth a mUk; fluid, which, on being exposed 
to the air, hardens into India rubber. It is now about a 
hundred years since it was first introduced into Europe. For 
a long time it was only used to erase the marks of lead-pencUs. 
Now its uses are muItipUed and importimt, and familiar to 
every reader. 
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Injubies. — ^Bishop Boulter's constant habit of forgiving ttie 
injuries done to him, led one of his friends to write the follow- 
ing lines, after his death, which must be considered the more 
beautifiil as being true : 

Some write their wrongs in marble — he, more juBt, 

Stoop'd down serene, and wrote them in the dnst; 

Trod nnder foot, the sport of every wind, 

Swept fix>m the earth and blotted from his mind. 

There, boned in the dost, he bade them lie; 

And griey'd they oonld not 'scape the AlmightT's eye. 

Injuries, how to treat. — ^When 86me one asked Franklin 
how injuries should be received and treated, his answer was, 
"Christianity teaches us to pass by injuries; policy, to let 
them pass by us." 

Injuries, Shall. — '' Rather wink at small injuries," says 
another, "than be found to avenge them." He that, to 
destroy a single bee, should throw <iown the hive, instead of 
one enemy, would make a thousand. 

* 

Integrity. — ^It is said of Sir John PitzJTames, that the 
instant he was seated upon the bench, he lost all recollection 
of his best friends, that would in the least degree have inter- 
fered with the administration of justice. A relation once 
solicited a favor of him. " Gome to my house," said he, " and 
I will deny you nothing; but in the king's court I must do 
you justice." The attorney-general was weak and criminal 
enough to request his interest on the part of the king, in a 
cause to be tried before him. "I will do the king right," he 
replied. A verdict was given against the crown, and the 
attorney-general expostulated with Fits^James, who dismissed 
the subject by adding, " I cotQd not do his majesty right if I 
had not done justice." 

iNTEORrrr, CoNsaous. — Julius Drusus, a Roman tribune, 
had a house very much exposed to the view of the public, 
which a person offered so to alter, for five talents, that no one 
should be able to see what was going on in or about it. "I 
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will giye you ten talents," was the reply, "if you can make 
my house so conspicuous, in eveiy part of it, that all the city 
may behold my manner of life, and witness all my actions." 

Intehpebance, its Beginning. — ^A respectable gentleman 
related, a few years ago, a most affecting &ct. "A religious 
lady at Edinburgh, was sent to visit a woman who was dying, 
in consequence of intemperance. The woman had formerly 
been in the habit of washing in this lady's family, and when 
she came to the dying woman, she remonstrated with her on 
the folly and wickedness of her conduct, in giving way to so 
dreadful a sin. The dying woman said, ' You have been the 
author of my intemperance.' *What did you say?' with 
pious horror, exclaimed the lady; ^I the author of your 
intemperance!' ^Yes, ma'am, I never dranl^ whisky till I 
came to wash in your family; you gave me some, and said it 
would do me good. I felt invigorated, and you gave it me 
again. When I was at other houses not so hospitable as 
yours, I purchased a little, and by and by I found my way to 
the spirit shop, and thought it was necessary to carry me 
through my hard work ; and by little and little, I became 
what you now see me.' Conceive what this lady felt." 

Intemperance ob Tebcperancb. — ^Of two old men, one of 
whom had contracted intemperate habits early in life, and the 
other of whom was strictly temperate and sober, the former 
lived to bury forty descendants, who went^down to the grave 
as drunkards ; while the latter lived to see over ninety descend- 
ants, all of them temperate, respected, and useful. What 
a contrast will the final day disclose, if in the one family 
intemperance should continue to roU down its destructive 
tide, and in the other, temperance, with all its blessings, 
should descend from generation to generation ! 

Intoxicating Drinks, called by the Bight Name. — ^The 
late Rev. B. Hall observed, in conversation with a friend, 
" You remember Mr. , sir ? '* " Yes, very well." ** Were 
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you aware of his fondness for brandy and water?" ^^No. 
^^It was a sad habit; but it grew out of his love of story- 
telling: and that also is a bad habit, a very bad habit, for a 
minister of the gospel. As he grew old, his animal spirits 
flagged, and his stories became defectiye in viyacity; he 
therefore took to brandy and water; weak enough, it is true, 
at first, but soon nearly ^ half-and-half.' Ere long, he indulged 
ihe habit in a morning; and when he came to Cambridge, he 
would call upon me, and before he had been with me fire 
minutes, ask for a little brandy and water, which was of 
course to ^ye him artificial spirits, to render him agreeable 
in his yisits to others. I felt great difficulty, for he, you 
know, sir, was much older than I was ; yet being persuaded 
that the ruin of his character, if not of his peace, was ineyi- 
table, unless something was done, I resolyed upon one strong 
effort for his rescue. So the next time that he called, and, as 
usual, said, ' Friend Hall, I will thank you for a glass of 
brandy and water ; ' I replied, * Call things by. their proper 
names, and you shall have as much as you please.' ' Why ! 
do I not employ the right name? I ask for a glass of brandy 
and water.' ' That is the current, but not the appropriate 
name ; ask for a glass of liquid fire, and distilled damnation, 
and you' shall have a gallon ! ' Poor man ! he turned pale, and 
for a moment seemed struggling with anger. But knowing 
that I did not mean to insult him, he stretched out his hand, 
and ^d, ^ Brother Hall, I thank you from the bottom of my 
heart.' From that time he ceased to drink brandy and 
water." 

Intoxication and Pbofanenebs. — ^A few years since, S man» 
who, when sober, was kind-hearted and quiet, but who when 
intoxicated became both profane and furious, went to the 
tavern, and there sat drinking till he was very much intoxica- 
ted. About seven o'clock in the evening, he ordered his 
hcHTse, and on mounting him, with horrid oaths and impreca- 
tions, swore he would ride to hell ! He had not gone many 
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paces, before the animal^ from the improper conduct of his 
rider, became perfecily immani^eable, and rising upcm his 
hind legs, fell backward upon the unfcnrtunate man, who was 
taken up senseless, the blood gushing from his nose and ears. 
He was conveyed to the public-house, where he lingered 
about an hour, and then expired. Who can read this awfiil 
account, and not say with David, ^^ Yerily he is a Ood that 
judgeth in the earth." How dreadful to be driven to hell by a 
man's own wishes ! Oh ! consider this, ye that forget God, 
lest he take you away, and there be none to deliver. 

Intoxication, the Law op Ptttacus. — ^By the law of Pitta- 
cus, one of the wise men of Greece, every crime committed 
by a person when intoxicated, was deemed worthy of a double 
pimishment. 

Intoxication, the Sad Effects of. — ^^ When I commenced 
a course of study," says a writer for a public journal, " W. 0. 
was my classmate. His father, who had long been a faithful 
minister of the gospel, had gone to his rest, and his mother 
had fastened on him her fondest affections and highest hopes. 
He was a youth of uncommon promise. His talents were of 
the highest order, and every attention had been paid to their 
development. In dispositipn he was amiable and kind, and 
capable of winning the love of all. He had every facility 
Ibr improvement; and for a while he rejoiced the hearts of 
his friends, and awakened the highest expectations. But 
alas ! under the power of temptation, he took the deceitful 
cup, and for the first time became intoxicated. And the sad 
result was, that before I left college, I saw him in the streets, 
a dirty, ragged, friendless vagabond. His property had been 
squandered ; his mother had died of a broken heart ; and he 
was begging for his daily bread, and for the garments needful 
to cover him. And the next thing I heard of him, was, that 
he was found dead by the wayside, having made shipwreck of 
all his hopes for time and eternity! So much for a single act 
of intoxication ! " 
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EWS, THE.— The Earl of Rocheo- 
tor, noted in early life for his infidel- 
ity and pro^gacy, as he afterward 
TBS for his conversiou, once said, 
that there was one argument for 
Christianity which he could never set 
ide, and that was ttie state and circumstances 
the JeffB as compared with the prophedei 




concerning them. 



JODOB, THE, AND THE HoNABCH. — ^When Henry T. of En- 
gland, was Prince of Wales, one ofhis ^Torites was condemned 
for some offense, notwithstanding all the influence he could use 
in bis favor. The prince was so incensed at the issue of the 
trial, as to strike the judge, Sir William Qascoigne, on the 
very bench itself. The latter, with a spirit becoming his 
office, at <mce ordered the prince to be imprisoned ; and the 
prince, sensible by this time, of the insult he had offered to 
the laws of his country, suffered himself quietly to be led to 
fiie jail by the officers of justice. His lather the king, Henry 
IT., who was an excellent judge of mankind, was no so(Hier 
informed of the transaction, than he cried out with joy: 
" Happy is Hie king who has a mi^strate possessed of courage 
to execute the laws, and still more happy in having a son 
who will submit to their authority even when th^ chastise 
him!" 

JuDQK, THE Faithfdl. — ^Uomllers, keeper of the seals of 
Obarles IX. of France, -ma one day ordered by tiia latter to 
put the seal to the pardon of a nobleman who had committed 
murder. He refused to do it; when the king took the seals 
&<«a his hand, and having put them himself to the pardoBj 
retained Hiem to Horrillere. The latter refused to take them 
■gain, saying, "Twice have theee seals pat me in a ntoataqn 
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of great honor ; once when I received fhem, and again when 
I resigned them.'' 

Judge, the Juct. — Sir Matthew Hale, when chief baron of 
the exchequer, was very exact and impartial in his adminis- 
tration of justice. He would never receive any private 
addresses or recommendations from the greatest persons, in 
any matter in which justice was concerned. One of the first 
peers of England went once to his chamber, and told him, 
that, having a suit in law to be tried before him, he was then 
come to acquaint him with it, that he might the better under- 
stand it when it should be heard in court. Upon which, Sir 
Matthew interrupted him, and said he did not deal fairly, to 
come to his chamber about such affairs ; for he never received 
any information of causes but in open court, where both 
parties were to be heard alike, and would not suffer him to 
go on. The duke went away, and complained of it to the 
king, as rudeness that was not to be endured. But his 
majesty bade him content himself that he was no worse used, 
and added, " I verily believe he would ha»ve used me no better, 
if I had gone to solicit him in any of my own causes." 

Judgment, the Final. — ^A Christian king of Hungary, 
being very sad and pensive, his brother, who was a gay court- 
ier, was desirous of knowing the cause of his gloom. ^' 
brother," said the king, '^ I have been a great sinner against 
God, and know not how to die, or how to appear before him 
in judgment!" His brother, making a jest of it, said, 
^' These are but melancholy thoughts." The king made no 
reply. But in the dead of night, as was usual in that coun- 
try, in the case of j)er8ons appointed to instant death, he sent 
an executioner to sound a trumpet before his brother's door; 
who, hearing it, and seeing 'the messenger of death, sprang 
into the king's presence, imploring him to say in what he had 
offended. " Alas, brother," said the king, " you have never 
offended me. And is the sight of my executioner so dreadful ? 
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And shall not I, who haye greatly offended Christ, fear to be 
brought before his judgment seat? " 

Surely it must be an act of true wisdom frequently to con- 
template the solemn period when we must render an accoimt 
of ourselves to God. Jerome said, that the trumpet of the 
last day seemed to be always sounding in his ear, saying, 
'^ Arise, ye dead, and come to judgment." 

Justice, Beqabd of Abistideb for. — ^Aristides being judge 
between two individuals, one of them began the presentation 
of his cause by saying that his adversary had greatly injured 
Aristides. '^Belate, rather, my good friend," said he, intei^ 
rup^g him, ^'what wrong he hath done to thee; for it is thy 
cause, and not mine^ that I now sit to judge." 

Jubtige, the True Spirit of. — ^Louis XIV., being about to 
pardon one of his favorites who had committed a great crime, 
M. Yoisin,hi8 chancellor, ran to him in his closet, exclaiming, 
" Sire, you can not pardon a criminal like this ! " "I have 
promised him," said the king, who was always impatient of 
contradiction; "go igid fetch the great seal." "But sire" — 
"Pray, sir, do as I order you." The chancellor being thus 
commanded, brought the seals; and Louis, having himself 
applied them to the pardon, gave them again to the chancel^ 
lor. " They are polluted now, sire," exclaimed the intrepid 
and high-minded magistrate, pushing them from him ; " I can 
not take them." "What an impracticable man!" cried the 
monarch, and threw the pardon into the fire. " I will take 
them again now," said the chancellor; "the fire purifiee 
everything ; and it has left them pure." 
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INDNESS.m A HUSBAKD.— The 
wifu i>f a pious man told him one daj, 
. tlh'it if he did not give over ruimiiig 
Ua the mJssionajdeB, a name oilea 
>|ilii3d in the nei^borhood wherp 
is ovcnt occurred to Christian mio- 
' ditTi'i-cot denomiuationB, she vooid 
tI certainly luav<' Inm. Finding that he contiuued 
obstinate, she on one occasion sent for him from the harrest- 
field, and informed him that she was about to cany her 
threats into execution ; and that before she left the house, she 
wished some articles to be divided, to prevent future disputes. 
She first produced a web of linen, which she insisted fjiould 
be divided. "No, no," said the husband; "you have been, 
upon tlie whole, a good wife to me : if you will leave me, 
though the thought greaUy distresses me, you must take the 
whole with you ; you well deserve it all." The same answer 
was given to a similar proposal respecting some other arUcles. 
At last the wife said, *' So you wish me to leave you ? " " Pat 
from that," said the husband; "I would do anything, but 
sin, to make you stay ; but if you will go, I wish you to go 
in comfort." " Then," said she, " you have overcome me by 
your kindness ; I will never leave you." 

Ejndnesb, in a Wife. — An old man being asked by a min- 
ister, what was the means of his conversion, was so much 
affected that the tears came to his eyes, and for a moment he 
could not speak, but recovering himself, with deep emotion 
he said: "My wife was hopefully converted several years 
before myself. I persecuted and abused her on account of 
her region. She, however, returned nothii^ 'but kindness, 
constantly manifesting an anxie^ to promote my comfort and 
happiness; and it was her amiable condact when suffering 
ill treatment for me, that first sent the arrows of conviction 
to my soul." "Temper," be added, "is everything." 
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' KBrnSWORj OB HOW TO KILL A TbOUBLESOHB NeIOHBOB. — ^It 

is interesting to observe how a man's moral character affects 
those with whom he is connected, and reaches to the ^nim^l^ 
under his care, and may be traced even in many of the inani- 
mate objects around him. Beuben Black was a torment in 
the neighborhood where he resided. The very sight of him 
produced effects which may be likened to those said to follow 
a Hindoo magical tune, called Rang, which is supposed to 
bring on clouds, storms and earthquakes. His wife had a 
diarp and uncomfortable look. His boys seemed to be in 
perpetual fear. The cows became startled as soon as he 
opened the barn-yard gates. The dog dropped his tail between 
his legs, and eyed him askance, as if to see what humor he 
was in. The cat looked wild, and had been known to rush 
straight up the chimney when he moved toward her. The 
description of a certain stage-horse was well suited to Reu- 
ben's nag: ^^His hide resembled an old hair-trunk." Oon- 
tinual whipping and kicking had made him so insensible that 
no amount of blows could quicken his pace, and no cheering 
could change the sad drooping of his head. All his natural 
language said, as plain as a horse could say it, that he was a 
most unhappy beast. Even the trees on Reuben's premises 
had a ne^ected and desolate appearance. His fields were 
red with sorrel, or overrun with weeds. Everything about 
him seemed hard and arid as his own countenance. Every 
day he .cursed the town and the neighborhood, because the 
people poisoned his dogs, and stoned his hens, and shot his 
cats. Continual lawsuits involved him in so much trouUe 
and expense, that he had neither time nor money to spend on 
the improvement of his £Eirm. 

Against Joe Smith, a poor laborer in the neighborhood, he 
had brought three suits in succession. Joe said he had 
returned a spade he had borrowed, and Reuben swore he had 
not. He sued Joe and recovered damages, for which he 
ordered tiie officer to seiae his pig. Joe, in his wrath, called 
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him an old swindler, and a curse to the neighborhood. These 
remarks were soon repeated to Benben. He brought an 
action ior slander, and recovered yeiy small damages. Pro- 
voked at the laugh this occasioned, he watched for Joe to 
pass by, and set his dog upon him, crying out furiously, 
" Call me an old swindler again, will you ? " An evil spirit 
is more contagious than the plague. Joe went home and 
scolded his wife, boxed little Joe's ears, and kicked the cat; 
and not one of them knew what it was all for. A fortnight 
after, Reuben's dog was found dead from poison. Whereupon 
he brought another action against Joe Smith, and not being 
able to prove him guilty of the charge of dog-killing, he took 
his revenge by poisoning a pet lamb belonging to Mrs. Smith. 
Thus feelings of ill«-will were followed by misery and loss. 
Joe's temper grew more and more vindictive, and the love of 
talking over his troubles at the gin-shop increased upon him. 
Poor Mrs. Smith cried, and said it was all owing to Reuben 
Black, for a better hearted man never lived than her Joe, 
when she first married him. 

Such was the state of things when Simeon Oreen purchased 
the farm adjoining Reuben's. This had been much neglected, 
and had caught thistles and other weeds from the neighboring 
fields. But Simeon was a diligent man, and one who com- 
manded well his own temper, for he had learned of Him who 
is "meek and lowly in heart." He had been taught by the 
Holy Spirit the evil of his own heart, and been led to a 
humble but sure trust in Christ for pardon and salvation; 
and, having this hope in Him, he sought by the aid of the 
Holy Spirit, to purify himself even as Grod is pure, and to 
walk worthy of the vocation wherewith he was called, with 
all lowliness and meekness, with long-sufiering, forbearing — 
in love : Eph. iv. 1, 2. 

His steady perseverance and industry soon changed the 
aspect of things on the fiurm. River mud, autumn leaves, 
<dd bones, were all put in use to assist in producing fertility 
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and beauty. The trees, hitherto oyerrun with moss and 
insects, soon looked clean and vigorous. Fields of grain 
waved where weeds had only grown before. Boses covered 
half the house with their abundant clusters. Even the rough 
rock which formed the door-step, was edged with golden 
moss. The sleek horse, feeding in clover, tossed his mane 
and neighed when his master came near; as much as to say, 
^^ The world is all the pleasanter for having you in it, Simeon 
Green!" The old cow, fondling her calf under the great 
walnut tree, walked up to him with a serious, Mendly face, 
asking for a slice of beet root which he was wont to give her. 
Chanticleer strutting about, with his troop of plump hens, 
and their downy little chickens, took no trouble to keep out 
of his way, but flapped his glossy wings, and crowed a wel- 
come in his very face. When Simeon turned his steps home- 
ward, the boys threw their caps, and ran shouting, "Father's 
coming!" and little Mary went toddling up to him with a 
flower ready to place in his button-hole. His wife was a 
woman of few words, but she sometimes said to her neighbors 
with a quiet kind of satisfaction, " Everybody loves my hus- 
band that knows him. They can not help it." 

Simeon Green's acquaintance knew that he was never 
engaged in a lawsuit in his life, but they predicted that he 
would find it impossible to avoid it now. They told him his 
next neighbor was determined to quarrel with people whether 
they would or not; that he was like John Lilburne, of whom 
it was happily said, "If the world were emptied of every 
person but himself, Lilburne would still quarrel with John, 
and John with Lilburne." "Is that his character?" said 
Simeon. " If he exercises it upon me, I will soon kill him." 

In every neighborhood there are individuals who like to 
foment disputes, not from any definite intention of malice or 
mischief, but merely because it makes a little ripple of excite- 
ment in the dull stream of life. Such people were not slow 
in repeating Simeon Green's remark about his wrangling 
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neighbor. << Kill me, will he?" exclaimed Beaben. H^ 
said no more ; but his tightly compressed mouth had such a 
flignificant expression that his dog slunk £rom him in alarm. 
That very night Reuben turned his horse into the highway, 
in hopes that he would commit some depredation on neither 
Green's premises. But Joe Smith seeing the animal at large, 
let down the bars pf Reuben's own cornfield, and the poor 
beast walked in, and feasted as he had not done for many a 
year. It would have been a great satisfaction to Reuben if 
he could haye brought a suit against his horse ; but as it was, 
he was obliged to content himself with beating him. His 
next exploit was to shoot Mary Green's handsome cock, 
because he stood on the stone wall and crowed, in the ignorant 
joy of his heart, a few inches beyond the frontier line that 
bounded the contiguous farms. Simeon said he was sorry 
for the poor bird, and sorry because his wife and cliildren 
liked the pretty creature; but otherwise it was no great 
matter. He had been intending to build a poultry-yard with 
a good high fence, that his hens might not annoy his neigh- 
bors ; and now he was admonished to make haste to do it.' 
He would build them a snug, warm house to roost in; they 
should haye plenty of gravel and oats, and room to walk back 
and forth, and crow and cackle to their hearts' content ; there 
they could enjoy themselves, and be out of harm's way. But 
Reuben Black had a degree of ingenuity and perseverance, 
which might have produced great results for mankind, had 
those qualities been devoted to some more noble purpose than 
provoking quarrels. A pear-tree in his garden very improp- 
erly stretched an arm a little over Simeon Green's premises. 
It happened that the overhanging bough bore more abundant 
fruit, and glowed with a richer hue than the other boughs. 
One day little George Green, as he went whistling along, 
picked up a pear that had fallen into his father's garden. 
The instant he touched it he felt something on the back of his 
neck| like the sting of a wasp. It was Reuben Black's whipi 
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fbllowed hj Bach a Btorm of angry words that the poor child 
mshed into the house in an agoiij of ten^i:. But fhia 
experiment failed also. The boy was soothed by his moliieri 
and told not to go near Ihe pear-tree again; and there the 
matter ended. 

This imperturbable good-nature vexed Beuben more than 
all the tricks and taunts he met from others. Evil efforts he 
could understand, and repay with compound interest, but he 
did not know what to make of this perpetual forbearaneo. 
It seemed to him there must be something contemptuous in 
it. He disliked Simeon more than all the rest of the people 
put together, because he made him feel so uncomfortably in 
the wrong, and did not afford him tiie slightest pretext for 
complaint. It was annoying to see eyerything in his neigh- 
bor's domains looking so happy, and presenting such a bright 
contrast to the forlomness of his own. When their wagons 
passed each other on the road, it seemed as if Simeon's horse 
tossed his head higher and flung out his mane, as if he knew 
he was going by Reuben Black's old nag. He often said he 
supposed Green covered hid house with roses and honeysuckles 
on purpose to shame his bare walls. But he did not care, 
not he! He was not going to be fool enough to rot his 
boards with such stuff. ' But no one resented his disparaging 
remarks, or sought to provoke him in any way. The rose 
smiled, the horse neighed, and the calf capered ; but none of 
them had the least idea that they were scorned by Reuben 
Black. Even the dog had no malice in his heart, though he 
did one night chase home his geese, and bark at them through 
the bars. Reuben told his master the next day, and said he 
would bring an action against him if he did not keep that 
dog at home. Simeon answered very quietly that he would 
try to take better care of him. For several days a strict 
watch was kept, in hopes Towzer would worry the geese 
again ; but they paced home undisturbed, and not a solitary 
bow«wow furnished excuse for a lawsuit. 
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The new neighbors not only declined quarreling, but fhey 
occasionally made positiTe advances toward a friendly relation. 
Simeon's wife sent Mrs. Black a large basket full of very fine 
plums. Pleased with the unexpected attention, she cordially 
replied, " Tell your mother it was very kind of her, and I am 
very much obliged to her." Reuben, who sat smoking in 
the chimney-comer, listened to this message for once without 
any impatience, except whiffing the smoke through his pipe a 
little faster and fiercer than usual. But when the boy was * 
going out of the door, and the friendly words were repeated, 
he exclaimed, '^ Don't make a fool of yourself, Peg. They 
want to give us a hint to send a basket of our pears, that's 
the upshot of the business. You may send them a basket, 
when they are ripe ; for I scorn to be under obligation, espe- 
cially to your smooth-tongued folks." Poor Peggy, whose 
heart had been for the moment refreshed by a little act of 
kindness, admitted distrust into her bosom, and all the pleas- 
ure she had felt on receiving her neighbor's present departed* 

Not long after this advance toward good neighborhood, 
some laborers employed by Simeon Green, passing over a bit 
of marshy ground, with a heavy team, stuck fast in a bog 
occasioned by a long continued rain. The poor oxen were 
unable to extricate themselves, and Simeon ventured to ask 
help from his waspish neighbor, who was working at a short 
distance. Reuben replied gruffly, ^' I've got enough to do to 
attend to my own business." The civil request that he might 
be allowed to use his oxen and chains for a few minutes being 
answered in this surly tone, Simeon silently walked off, in 
search of a more obliging neighbor. The men who ^ad been 
left waiting with the patient and suffering oxen scolded about 
Reuben's ill-nature when Simeon came back to them, and 
said they hoped Reuben would get stuck in the same bog 
himself. Their employer rejoined, ^' If he should, we will do 
our duty and help him out." ^' There is such a thing as 
being too good-natured," said they. ^^ If Reuben Black takee 



ANECBOTBS FOB THB FAMILY. 189 

the notion that people are afraid of him, it makes him trample 
on them worse than ever." ^^Oh, wait a while," replied 
Oreen, smiling, " I will kill him hefore long. Wait and see 
if I do not kill him." 

It chanced soon after^ that Reuben's team did stick fast in 
the same bog, as the workmen had wished. Simeon noticed 
it from a neighboring field, and gaye directions that the oxen 
and chains should be immediately conveyed to his assistance. 
The men laughed, shook their heads, and talked about the 
old hornet. They, however, cheerfully pr6ceeded to do as 
their employer requested. '^You are in a bad situation, 
neighbor," said Simeon, as he came along side the foundered 
team; "but my men are coming with two yoke of oxen, and 
I think we shall soon manage to help you out." " You may 
take your oxen back again," replied Reuben, quickly; "I 
want none of your help." In a very friendly tone Simeon 
answered, " I can not consent to do that, for evening is coming 
on, and you have very little time to lose. It is a bad job at 
any time, but it will be still worse in the dark." ^" Light or 
dark, I do not ask your help," replied Reuben emphatically; 
" I would not help you out of the bog the other day when 
you asked me." " The trouble I had in relieving my poor 
oxen teaches me to feel for others in the same situation. Do 
not let us waste words about it, neighbor. It is impossible 
for me to go home and leave you here in the bog, and night 
coming on." 

The. team was soon drawn out, and Simeon and his men 
went away, without waiting for thanks. When Reuben went 
home that night, he was unusually thoughtful. •After smok- 
ing awhile in deep contemplation, he gently knocked the 
ashes from his pipe, and said, with a sigh, " Peg, Simeon 
Green has killed me!" "What do you mean?" said his 
wife, dropping her knitting' with a look of surprise. "You 
know when he first came into this neighborhood, he said he 
would kill me," replied Reuben, " and he has done it. The 
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other day he aaked me to help his team out of the hog, and I 
told hixn I had enough to do to attend to my own bnsmess. 
To-day my team stack fiut in the same hog, and he came 
with two yoke of oxen to draw it out. I felt ashamed to 
have him lend me a hand; so I told him. I wanted none of 
his help; but he answered just as pleasant as if nothing 
contrary had happened, that night was coming on, and he 
was not willing to leave me in the mud." ^^ He is a pleasant- 
spoken man," said Mrs. Black, ^^ and always has a pretty 
word to say to the boys. His wife seems to be a nice, neigh- 
borly body, too." Reuben made no answer ; but after medi- 
tating awhile, he remarked, ^^ Peg, you know that big ripe 
melon down at the bottom of the garden? you may as well 
carry it over tiiere in the morning." His wife said she would, 
without asking him to explain where ^^ over th»:e" was. 

But when the morning came, Reuben walked backward 
and forward, and round and round, with that sort of aimless 
activity often manifested by fowls, and fashionable idlers, who 
feel restless, and do not know what to run after. At length 
the cause of his uncertain movements was ejqdftined. ^^I 
may as well carry the melon myself, and thank him for his 
oxen. In my flurry down there in the marsh, I forgot to say 
that I was obliged to him." He marched off toward the 
garden, and his wife stood at the door, with one hand dn her 
hip, and the other shading the sun firom her eyes, to see if he 
would carry the melon into Simeon Green's house. It was 
the most remarkable incident that had ever happened since 
her marriage. She could hardly beUeve her own eyes. He 
walked quickly, as if afraid he should not be able to carry 
the unusual impulse into action if he stopped to reconsider 
the question. When he found himself in Mr. Green's house, 
he felt extremely awkward, and hastened to say, '^ Mrs. Green, 
here is a melon my wife sent to you, and we Ihink it is a ripe 
one." Without manifesting any surprise at such unexpected 
oourteqr, the friendly matron thanked him, and invited him 
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to fidt down. But he stood playing with the latch of the door, 
and without raising his eyes said, ^ May he Mr. Oreen is not 
in this morning?'' ^^He is at the pump, aad will be in 
directly, she replied;" aind before her words were spoken, 
the honest man walked in, with a face as fresh and bright as 
a June morning. He stepped riffht up to Reuben, shock his 
hand cordially, and said, ^^ I am glad to see you, neighbor. 
Take a chair, take a chair." ^' Thank- you, I can not stop," 
replied Reuben. He pushed his hat on one side, rubbed his 
head) looked out of the window, and then 4said suddenly, as 
if by a desperate effort, ^^The fact is, Mr. Oreen, I did not 
behave right about the oxen." ** Never mind, ©ever mind," 
replied Mr. Green. ^^ Perhaps I shall get into the bog again, 
one of these rainy days. K I do, I shall know whom to call 
upon." "Why, you see," said Reuben, still very much con- 
fused, and avoiding Simeon's mild, clear eye, " you see the 
neighbors here are very ugly. K I had always lived by such 
neighbors as you are, I should not be just as I am." ^^ Ah, 
well, we must try to be to others what we want them to be to 
us," rejoiifed Simeon. " You know the good book says so. I 
have learned by experience, that if we speak kind words, we 
hear kind echoes. If we try to make others happy, it fills 
them with a wish to make us happy. Perhaps you and I can 
bring the neighbors round in time to this way of thinking 
aild acting. Who knows ? let us try, Mr. Black, let us try. 
And come and look at my orchard. I want to show you a 
tree which I have grafted with very choice apples. K you 
like, I will procure you some cuttings from the same stock." 
They went into the orchard together, and friendly chat 
soon put Reuben at his ease. When he returned home, he 
' made no remarks about his visit; for he could not, as yet,, 
summon sufficient greatness of soul to tell his wife that he 
had confessed himself in the wrong. A gun stood behind the 
kitchen door, in readiness to shoot Mr. Oreen's dog for having 
barked at his horse. He now fired the contents into the air, 



192 ANECDOTES FOB THE FAMILY. 

and put the gtm into the bom. From that, day henceforth, 
he neyer sought for any pretext to quarrel with the dog or 
his master. «A short time after, Joe Smith, to his utter 
astonishment, saw him pat Towzer on the head, and heard 
him say, " Good fellow ! " 

Simeon Green was too magnanimous to repeat to any one 
that his quarrelsome neighbor had confessed himself to blame. 
He merely smiled as he said to his wife, ^' I thought we should 
kill him after a while." Joe Smith did not belieye in such 
doctrines. Whep he heard of the adventures in the marsh, 
he said, ^^ Sim Green is a fool. When he first came here, he 
talked very big about killing folks, if they did not mind their 
p's and q's. But he does not appear to have as much spirit 
as a worm ; for a worm will turn when it is trod upon." 
Poor Joe had grown more intemperate and more quarrelsome, 
till at last nobody would employ him. About a year aflier 
the memorable incident of the watermelon, some one stole 
seyeral valuable hides from Mr. Green. He did not mention 
the circumstance to any one but his wife ; and they both had 
reason for suspecting that Joe was the thief. The next week, 
the following anonymous advertisement appeared in the news- 
paper of the county. 

" Whoever stole a lot of hides on Friday night, the fifth of 
the present month, is hereby informed that the owner has a 
sincere wish to be his friend. If poverty tempted him to this 
false step, the owner will keep the whole transaction a secret, 
and will gladly put him in the way of obtaining money by 
means more likely to bring him peace of mind." 

This singular advertisement, of course, excited a good deal 
of remark. There was much debate whether or not the thief 
would avail himself of the friendly ofier. Some said he 
would be a greenhorn if he did ; for it was manifestly a trap 
to catch him. But he who had committed the dishonest de^d 
alone knew whence that benevolent offer came, and he knew 
that Simeon Green was not a man to set traps for his fellow- 
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creatures. A few nights afterward, a limid knock was beard 
at Simeon's door, just as the family were retiring to rest. 
When the door was opened, Joe Smith was seen on the 
steps, with a load of hides on his shoulders. Without raising 
his eyes, he said in a low, humble tone, '^ I haye brought them 
back, Mr. Green. Where shall I put them?" "Wait a 
moment till I can light a lantern, and I will go to the bam 
with you," he replied. " Then you will come in, and tell me 
how it happened. We will see what can be done for you." 

Mrs. Green knew that Joe often went himgry, and had 
become accustomed to the stimulus of gin. She therefore 
hastened to make hot coffee, and brought from the closet 
some cold meat-pie. When they returned from the bam she 
said, " I thought you might feel better for a little warm sup- 
per, neighbor Smith." Joe turned his back toward her, and 
did not speak. He leaned his head against the chimney, and 
after a moment's silence, he said in a choked voice, "It was 
the first time I ever stole anything, and I have felt very bad 
about it. I do not know how it is. I did not think, once, I 
should ever come to be what I am. But I took to quarreling,, 
and then to drinking. Since I began to go down hill, every* 
body gives me a kick. You are the first man that has offered 
m^ a helping hand. My wife is feeble, and my children 
starving. You have senf them many a meal, God bless you! 
and yet I stole the hides from you meaning to sell them tiie 
first chance I could get. But I tell you, Mr. Green, it's the 
first time I ever deserved the name of thief." " Let it be the 
last, my friend," said Simeon, pressing his hand kindly. 
"The secret shall remain between ourselves. You are young 
and can make up lost time. Gome now, give me a promise 
that you will not drink one drop of intoxicating liquor for a 
year, and I will employ you, to-morrow, at good wages. 
Mary will see to your family early in the morning, and per- 
haps we may find some employment for them also. The 
little boy can at least pick up stones. But eat a bit now, and 

18 
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drink some hot coffee. It will keep you from wanting to 
drink anTthing stronger to-night. Yon will find it hard to 
abstain at first, Joseph; but keep up a brave heart, for the 
sake of your wife and children, and it will soon become easy. 
When you feel the need of coffee, tell my Mary, and she will 
giye it you." 

Joe tried to eat and drink, but the food seemed to choke 
him. He was nervous and excited. After an ineffectual 
effort to compose himself, he laid his head on the table, and 
wept like a child. After a while, Simeon persuaded him to 
bathe his head in cold water, and he ate and drank with good 
appetite. When he went away, the kind-hearted host said, 
"Try to do well, Joseph, and you shall always find a friend 
in me." The poor fellow pressed his hand and replied, "I 
imderstand now how it is you kill bad neighbors." He 
entered into Mr. Green's service the next day, and remained 
in it many years, an honest and faithful man. 

Kindness, or the Influence of Smiles. — ^It is related in 
the life of the celebrated mathemaiician William Hutton, 
that a respectable-looking countrywoman called upon him one 
day, anxious to speak with him. She told him with an air of 
secrecy, that her husband behaved imkindly to her, and 
sought other company, frequently passing his evenings from 
home, which made her feel extremely unhappy ; and knowing 
Mr. Hutton to be a wise man, she thought he might be able 
to tell her how she should manage to cure her husband. The 
case was a common one, and he thought he could prescribe 
for it without losing his reputation as a conjurer. "The 
remedy is a simple one," said he, " but I have never known 
it to fail. Always treat your husband with a smile J'^ The 
woman explressed her thanks, dropped a courtesy, and went 
away. A few months afterward she waited on Mr. Hutton 
with a couple of fine fowls, which she begged him to accept. 
%e told him, while a tear of joy and gratitude glistened in 
her eye, that she had followed his advice, and her husband 
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was cured. He no longer sought the company of others, but 
treated her with constant love and kindness. 

Kindness, or the Power of Love. — ^The late William Ladd 
was remarkable for his good-nature, and also for the adoption 
of those peace principles which made him study to be gentle- 
hearted to all. A story which he often told with peculiar 
relish, will illustrate this molding of his character, the 
gradual progress of his mind in adopting the peace principles. 
"I had," said he, "a fine field of grain, growing upon an out 
farm at some distance from the homestead. Whenever I 
rode by, I saw my neighbor Pulsifer's sheep in the lot, 
destroying my hopes of harvest. These sheep were of the 
gaimt, long-eared kind, active as spaniels ; they could spring 
over the highest fence, and no partition wall could keep them 
out. I complained to neighbor Pulsifer about them, sent him 
firequent messages, but all without avail. Perhaps they 
would be kept out for a day or two, but the legs of his sheep 
were long, and my grain rather more tempting than the 
adjoining pasture. I rode by again, the sheep were still 
there, I became angry, and told 'my men to set the dogs on 
them, and if that would not do, I would pay them if they 
would shoot the sheep. 

^^ I rode away much agitated ; for I was not so much of a 
peace man then as I am now, and I felt literally full of fight. 
All at once a light flashed upon me. I asked myself, ^ Would 
it not be well for you to try in your own conduct the peace 
principle you are preaching to others ? ' I thought it all over, 
and settled in my mind as to the best course to be pursued. 
The next morning I rode over to see neighbor Pulsifer. I 
found him chopping wood at his door. ^Good morning, 
neighbor.* No answer. *Good morning,' I repeated. He 
gave a kind of grunt, like a hog, without looking up. ^I 
came,' continued I, ^ to see you about the sheep,' At this he 
threw down the ax, and exclaimed in a most angry manner : 
^ Now, aren't you a pretty neighbor, to tell your men to kiU 
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mj sheep? I heard of it: a rich man like you to shoot a 
poor man's sheep ! ' ^ I was wrong, neighbor/ said I ; ^ but it 
won't do to let your sheep eat up all the grain ; so I came to 
say that I would take your sheep to my pasture, and put 
them in with mine, and in the fall you may take them back; 
and if any one is missing, you may take your pick out of my 
whole flock.' 

" Pulsifer looked confounded ; he did not know how to take 
me. At last he stammered out, 'Now squire, are you in 
earnest ? ' ' Certainly I am,' I answered ; ' it isTbetter for me 
to feed your sheep in my pasture on grass, than to feed them 
here on grain ; and I see the fence can't keep them out.' 
After a moment's silence, * The sheep shan't trouble you any 
more,' exclaimed Pulsifer. * I will fetter them all. But I'll 
. let you know that when any man talks of shooting, I can 
shoot too ; and when they are kind and neighborly, I can be 
kind too.' The sheep never again trespassed on my lot." 
"And my fiiends," he would continue, addressing the audi- 
ence, " remember that when you talk of injuring your neigh- 
bors, they talk of injuring you ; when nations threaten to 
fight, other nations will be ready too. Love will beget love ; 
a wish to be at peace. You can only overcome evil with good. 
There is no other way." 

Kindness, to an Enemy. — ^Arcadius, an Argive, was inces- 
santly railing at Pliilip of Macedon. Venturing once into 
the dominions of Philip, the courtiers reminded their prince, 
that he had now " an opportunity to punish Arcadius for his 
past insults, and to put it out of his power to repeat them." 
The king took their advice, but in a very different way from 
what they -expected. Instead of seizing the hostile stranger, 
and putting him to death, he diamissed him, loaded with 
courtesies and kindnesses. Some time after, word was brought 
that the king's old enemy had become one of his warmest 
friends. Then Philip asked his courtiers, with a smile, " Am 
not I a better physician than you ? " 
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"^ABOE, GIVES APPETITE.— Dio- 

[ iiysius, the tyrant, being at a feast 
rivon Jiim by the Lacedemonians, 
'xpreBsed his disgust with their black 
■■ broth. "No wonder," said one of 
kthem, "for it wants seasoning." 
■' Whatseasoiiipg?" asked thetyrant. "Labor," 
M^eplied the citiaen, "joined with hunger and 
thirst." 

Labob, not a Thing to be abhaued of. — A student at one 
of our seminaries, having bought a load of wood, and being 
ashamed to be seen sawing it, went to a distinguished pro- 
fessor, and asked if he knew any one he could get to do it for 
him. The professor replied, that he himself was in want of a 
job, and would saw it for him ! 

Labobtoo and Rebtino. — A venerable old man toiled 
through the burden and heat of the day in cultivating his 
field with his own hand, and in strewing the promised seeds 
into the fruitful lap of the yielding earth. Suddenly there 
stood before him, under the shade of a huge linden-tree, a 
divine vision. The old man was struck with amazement. 
"I am Solomon," spoke the phantom, in a friendly voice; 
"what are you doing here, old man?" "If you are Solo- 
mon," replied the venerable laborer, "how can you ask this? 
In my youth you sent me to the ant; I saw its occupation, 
and learned from that insect to be industrious and to gather. 
What I then learned I am following out to this hour." "Ton 
have only learned half your lesson," resumed the spirit. "Go 
again to the ant, and learn from that animal to rest in the 
winter of your life, and to eiyoy what you have gathered 
up." 
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Launch, the. — There is aa old legend that, ages ^o, a reed 
floating on the water, first su^ested the idea of navigation. 
And if so, the next step might hare been, the use of logs for 
crossing rivers ; then, the use of rafts ; then, of canoes of 
hollowed logs ; and then, of artificial boats, of various fonns 
and nmteriab, some of wood, some of skins, and some of bark. 
The earliest navigators, on an extended scale, were the 
Phoenicians, who made voyages through the Mediterranean, 
and along the northern coasts of Europe, and down the Red 
Sea, as early as the days of Solomon. The ships of the Greeks 
and Romans were large, but uncouth structures. And even 
the three ships of Columbus were not as lai^ as our common 
BcboouerB, and two had no proper decks. How great the 
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progress^ and how vast the improTement manifest in the ships 
of the present day, when the ocean is covered with vessels of 
hundreds, and even thousands of tuns burden, beautiful in 
form, and fitted up like floating palaces within! The launch- 
ing of one of these vessels of the largest class is above 
represented. 

Law. — ^' Groing to law," says a Chinese proverb, "is losing 
a cow for the sake of a cat." 

Law. — ^" The plaintiff and defendant, in an action at law," 
says Dr. Johnson, " are like two men ducking their heads in 
a bucket, and daring each other to remain \mder water 
longest." 

Law, a Lawyer's Opinion op. — ^Lord Erskine being once 
applied to by a friend to manage a cause for him in a court 
of justice, wrote to him, advising " by all means that he would 
accommodate the difficulty amicably," and adding in conclu- 
sion, " I can scarcely figure to myself a situation in which a 
lawsuit is not, if possible, to be avoided." 

Law, a Lawyer's Opinion op.^— A learned judge being once 
asked how he would act if a man owed him ten pounds and 
refused to pay him, replied: "Rather than bring an action, 
with its costs and uncertainty, I would give him a receipt in 
full of all demands ; yea, and I would send him, moreover, 
five pounds to cover all possible costs." 

Lawbuits, PREVENTED. — Peter the Great, arriving suddenly 
at Olonez, went to the governor, and asked abruptly how 
many suits were depending in the court of chancery. " None, 
sire," said the governor. "How happens that?" said the 
czar. "I always endeavor," said the other, "to prevent law- 
suits and conciliate the parties, and generally succeed ; if I 
am wrong your indulgence will pardon me." " I wish," said 
the czar, " that all governors would act on your principles. 
60 on ; Ood and your sovereign are Equally satisfied." 
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LA2IN188 — ^Laziness grows on people; it begins in cobwebs 
and ends in chains. 

Letter, the Misdirected. — ^The Rev. Mr. Bulkley, of Col- 
chester, Conn., was famous in his day as a casuist and sage 
cotinselor. A church in his neighborhood had fallen into 
unhappy divisions and contentions, which they could not 
adjust among themselves ; and they wrote to Mr. Bulkley, to 
ask his advice in writing. It so happened that Mr. Bulkley 
'had a farm in a remote part of the town, to the tenant on 
which he was just about writing; and in his haste, he sent to 
him the letter intended for the chui'ch, and to the church the 
letter designed for the tenant. The church was convened to 
hear the advice which was to settle all their difficulties, when 
the moderator read to them as foUows: "You will see to the 
repair of the fences, that they be strong and high, and you 
will take special care of the old black bull." This mystical 
advice at first puzzled them all ; but some discerning inter- 
preter said : " Brethren, this is the very advice we most need. 
The direction as to the fences^ evidently means that we take 
heed as to the admission and government of our members, to 
keep out strange cattle from the fold ; and the advice as to 
the black btM, doubtless refei*s to the devil, who has done us 
so much injury of late." All at once saw the wisdom and 
fitness of Mr. Bulkley's advice, and resolved to be governed 
by it; and the consequence was, that all animosities subsided, 
and harmony was restored to the long-afflicted church. 
Whether Mr. Bulkley's tenant profited as much by the letter 
he received, is not known. 

Liberality, op Alfred the Great. — ^This distinguished 
prince was of a most amiable disposition, and, we would hope, 
of genuine piety. During his retreat in Somersetshire, after 
his defeat by the Danes, a beggar came to his little castle, and 
requested alms. His queen informed Alfred that they had 
but one small loaf remaining, which was insufficient for them- 
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eeVwes and their friends, who had gone in search of food, 
though with little hope of success. The king replied, ^^ Give 
the poor Christian one-half of the loaf. He that could feed 
five thousand men with &ve loaves and two fishes, can cer- 
tainly make the half-loaf sufiice for more than our necessity." 
The poor man was accordingly relieved, and Alfred's people 
shortly after returned with a store of fresh provisions. 

Life, Enjoyment of. — ^Two wealthy gentlemen were lately 
conversing in regard to the period when they had best enjoyed 
themselves. "I will tell you," said one, "when I most 
enjoyed life. Soon after I was twenty-one, I worked for Mr. 

, laying stone wall, at twenty cents per day.^^ " Well," 

replied the other, " that does not differ much from my expe- 
rience. When I was twenty, I hired myself out at seven 
dollars per month. I have never enjoyed myself better 
since." The experience of these two individuals teaches, 
first, that one's happiness does not depend on the amount of 
his gains or the station he occupies ; second, that very small 
beginnings, with industry and prudence, may secure wealth. 

Life, in Review. — ^Dr. Donne, a clergyman of great talents 
and learning, when on his death-bed, and taking a solemn 
farewell of his friends, said, " I repent of all my life but 
that part of it which I spent in conmiimion with (jod, and in 
doing good." 

Life, in Review.^— Phul, the Assyrian monarch, who spent 
the latter part of his life in excesses, when he came to die, 
exclaimed, " Oh ! if I had thought I should have died as I do, 
I would not have lived as I did." This was the language of 
despair, and might be expressed without any conviction of the 
deceitfulness and desperate wickedness of the human heart. 
The distress which follows when conscience testifies against 
our sins, must not be always considered as true religion. 
How many called Christians have felt the same, if they have "^ 
not uttered the same words. 
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Life, ns Changes. — ^It is related of Sesostris, that having 
taken many of the nefghboring kings prisoners, he compelled 
them, by turns, to draw his chariot. One of these royal slaves 
one day fixed his eyes steadfastly on the wheels of the chariot, 
as they went round, observing which, the monarch asked him 
why he was so intent on so small an object. He replied, that 
the falling of the spoke, which was a little while ago the 
highest, to the lowest place, reminded him of the uncertain- 
ties of life. Sesostris, it is said, duly weighing this remark, 
would never after be drawn by these royal slaves. 

Life, its Gbeat End. — ^In addressing the court and bar, on 
the death of a young lawyer, to whom he was strongly attached, 
the late Mr. Webster said, ^^His race was short; but short as 
it was, he lived long enough to do what some of us who are 
older, have failed to do," and the tears fell as he spoke ; ^^he 
lived long enough to achieve a religiotcs character.*' 

Life, its Great End. — ^The excellent Walsingham, secre- 
tary of Queen Elizabeth, once wrote to Lord Burleigh: *• We 
have lived long enough to our coimtry, to our fortunes, and 
to our sovereign : it is high time we began to live for ourselves 
and to God." 

Life, saved. — ^The eminent artist who painted the inside of 
the cupola of St. Paul's Cathedral, after having finished one 
of the compartments, gradually retired backward, to see how 
it looked at a distance. Intent on the painting, he had 
approached to the very edge of the scafiblding, and was in the 
utmost danger of falling from it, when a person, perceiving 
his situation, and fearing to alarm him by calling out, snatched 
up a brush and disfigured his painting. The artist sprang 
forward in great displeasure, but was soon impressed with 
gratitude, when he discovered the danger in which he had 
been placed, and saw that, by this way, his life had been 
preserved. 
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Life, the Test of Preparation for Death. — ^Rev. John 
Newton One day mentioned at table the death of a lady, when 
some one at once inquired, " Oh, sir, how did she die ? " The 
venerable man replied, " There is a far more important ques- 
tion to ask than that ; and that is, ' How did she live ? ' " 

Life, Transitory. — ^Thq army which Xerxes conducted 
against Greece, consisted of seventeen hundred thousand men, 
besides a numerous fleet. When the Persian monarch beheld 
from an eminence, the Hellespont covered with his ships, and 
the plains of Abydus filled with his troops of different nations, 
he pronounced himself happy. Lnmediately after, however, 
he began to weep; and being asked by his uncle why he wept, 
surrounded as he was by so much glory, he replied, that he 
wept to think that of-' the vast crowd which he then beheld, 
not one individual would be living in a hundred years. 

Life, Uncertain. — Though Philip, King of Macedon, was 
extremely fond of flattery on particular occasions, he so much 
felt the importance of remembering death, that he kept a man 
in his service to remind him every day, before he gave audi- 
ence, " Philip, remember thou art mortal ! " How many are, 
like Philip, continually reminded of this awful truth, yet 
practically neglect it ! 

Life, what is its Worth. — ^^ My child," said an aged min- 
ister to his daughter, as she was leaving him just after her 
marriage, '^I want you to remember this one thing: all you 
can get out of life is uiefulness.^^ Admirable thought; 
worthy to be engraven in letters of gold. 

LriTLE Things. — ^He that despiseth small things, shall fall 
by little and little. 

Live, how to. — ^The following lines, which Dr. Doddridge 
wrote on the motto of his family avms, have been much 
admired, as expressing, in a lively and pointed manner, the 
genuine spirit of a faithful servant of Ood. Dr. Johnson, 
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when speaking of this epigram, praised it as one of the finest 
in the English language. " Whilst we live, let ns live," was 
the motto of the family arms ; on which the doctor wrote : 

"Lire whilst yon lire/' the epicure would say, 
"And seize the pleasures of the present day." 
"Lire whilst jou liye/' the sacred preacher cries, 
"And give to God each moment as it flies." 
Lord, in my views, let both united be ; 
I live in pleasure whilst I live to thee. 

Love, and Knowledge. — ^'^Papa," said the son of Bishop 
Berkeley, " what is the meaning of the words cherubim and 
seraphim J which we meet with in the Holy Scriptures?*' 
" Cherubim," replied his father, " is a Hebrew word, signifying 
knowledge; seraphim is another word of the same language, 
and signifies ^me. Whenco it is supposed that the cherubim 
are angels who excel in knowledge ; and that the seraphim 
are angels likewise who excel in loving God." " I hope, then," 
said thC' little boy, '^ when I die I shall be a seraph ; for I 
would rather love God than know all things." 

Love, Brotherly. — ^^ Though a man," says John Newton, 
" does not accord with my views of election^ yet if he give me 
evidence that he is effectually called of God, he is my brother. 
Though he seems afraid of the doctrine of final perseverance^ 
yet if grace enables him to persevere, he is my brother still. 
If he loves Christ, I will love him, no matter what hard names 
he may be called, and whatever incidental mistakes I think 
he holds. This differing from me, will not always prove him 
to be wrong, except I am infallible myself." 

Love, how to Gain. — ^Dr. Doddridge one day asked his 
little daughter, how it was that everybody loved her? "I 
know not," said she, "unless it be that I love everybody." 

Love, op Children. — ^" Beware," said Lavater, " of him 
who hates the laugh of a child ; " and " I love Gk>d and little 
children," was the simple, yet sublime sentiment of Richter. 
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LoTEy THE PowEB OF. — ^Ecclesiastical historians have re- 
corded, that when the apostle John was once on a tour, 
Tisiting the Christian churches of his day, observing a youth 
of a remarkably interesting countenance, he warmly recom* 
mended him to the care of a particular pastor. The young 
man was baptized, and, for a time, lived as a Christian; but, 
being gradually corrupted by bad company, he was rendered 
idle and intemperate; and at length so dishonest, as to 
become the captain of a band of robbers. Some time after* 
ward, the apostle had occasion to inquire of the pastor 
concerning the young man, and yas told, that he was now 
dead to God, and that he inhabited a mountain over against 
the church. John, in the vehemence of his charity, went to 
the place, and exposed himself to be taken by the robbers. 
"Bring me," said he, " to your captain." The young robber 
beheld him coming; and, as soon as he knew the aged and 
venerable apostle, he was struck with shame, and fled. John 
followed him, and cried, " My son, why fliest thou from thy 
father, unarmed and old ? Fear not ; as yet there remaineth 
hope of salvation. Believe me, Christ has Sent me." Hear- 
ing this, the young man stood still, trembled, and wept 
bitterly. John prayed, exhorted, and brought him back to 
tiie society of Christians ; nor did he leave him, till he judged 
him fully restored by divine grace. 

Lting. — ^^ He that has not a good memory," says Montaigne, 
"should never take up the trade of lying." 

Lying. — ^Never chase a lie : let it alone, and it will run 
itself to death. You can work out a good character, much 
faster than any one can lie you out of it. 

Lyino, and its Punishment. — One day, as Archbishop 
Leighton was going from Glasgow to Dunblane, there hap- 
pened a tremendous storm of lightning and thunder. He 
was observed, when at a considerable distance, -by two men of 
bad character. They had not courage to rob him; but 
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wishing to fall on some method .of extorting money from him, 
one said, " I will lie down by the wayside as if I were dead, 
and you shall inform the archbishop that I was killed by the 
lightning, and beg money of him to bury me." When the 
-archbishop arrived at the spot, the wicked wretch told him 
the fabricated story: the archbishop sympathized with the 
survivor, gave him money, and proceeded on his journey. 
But when the man returned to his companion, he found him 
really lifeless! Immediately he began to exclaim aloud, 
"Oh! sir, he is dead! Oh! sir, he w dead!" On this the 
archbishop, discovering th^ fraud, left the man with this 
important reflection : " It is a dangerous thing to trifle with 
the judgments of God ! " 

Lying, One of its Causes. — ^Dr. Johnson, giving advice 
to an intimate friend, said, "Above all, accustom your chil- 
dren constantly to tell the truth, without varying in any 
circumstance." A lady present, emphatically exclaimed, 
"Nay, this Is too much; for a little variation in narrative 
must happen a thousand times a day, if one is not perpetually 
watching." "Well, madam," replied the doctor, "and you 
ought to be perpetually watching. It is more from careless- 
ness about truth, than from intentional lying, that there is so 
much falsehood in the world." 

Lying, taught by Example. — ^The late Rev. Robert Hall 
had so great an aversion to every species of falsehood and 
evasion, that he sometimes expressed himself very strongly on 
the vubject. The following is an instance, stated in his life 
by Dr. Gregory: " Once, while he was spending an evening at 
the house of a friend, a lady, who was there on a visit, retired, 
that her little girl, of four years old, might go to bed. She 
returned in about half an hour, and said to a lady near 
her, ^ She is gone to sleep ; I put on my nightcap, and lay 
down by her, and she soon dropped off.' Mr. Hall, wlio 
overheard this, said, ^ Excuse me, madam: do you wish your 
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child to grow up a liar?' ^Oh dear! no, sir; I should be 
shocked at such a thing.' ' Then bear with me while t say, 
you must never act a lie before her : children are very quick 
obserrers, and soon learn that that which assumes to be what 
it is not, is a lie, whether acted or spoken.' This was uttered 
with a kindness which precluded offense, yet with a serious- 
ness that could not be forgotten." 

Lting, terribly punished. — ^A few years since, a woman 
in L., in England, having made a purchase at a store, and 
received the change of a note which she offered in payment, 
after a little while went back, and asserted that four shillings 
less than the proper change had been given her. This the 
shopman denied, mentioning the exact coins he had handed 
her; but she loudly repeated the statement, adding the 
imprecation, that ^^ she hoped she might die in his house if 
she did not speak the truth;" when awful to relate, she was 
suddenly taken ill, and in a few hours died, when the money 
was found in her purse, precisely as the shopman' had said. 

Lying, the two Appeals. — ^Denades, the orator, once 
addressing the Athenians, said: ^'I call the gods to witness 
the truth of what I say:" to whom the Athenians replied: 
^^ And we call the gods to witness that thou hast so often, and 
60 impudently lied to us, that we will not believe thee." 
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SAGNANIMITT, OF BOLING- 
* BROKE. —The famous Duke of 
i Marlborough, and the first Lord 
f^ Bolingbroke, were la opposita polit- 
' [cal interests, and were, on most 
occasiona, opposed to each other. 
irouUemen, after the duke's decease, 
canvassing his character with much 
severity; and particularly charged him with being excess- 
ively avaricious. At length they appealed for the truth of 
their statements, to Lord Bolingbroke, who was one of the 
company. This nobleman, with a generosity which did him 
real honor, ajiswered : "The Duke of M&rlborough was so 
great a man, that I quite foi^t his &ilings." 

MAQNANiinTT, OP CRABauB. — Papirius Carbo, the Roman 
consul, being impeached as an accomplice in the assassination 
of the second Africanus, one of his servants, whom he had 
ofiended, stole the box in which his master kept all his papers, 
and carried it to Liciniiis Grassus, who was employed to make 
good the indictment. Crassus was at enmity with Papirius, 
and these papers would probably have furnished him with 
ample means of gratifying his resentment; but the noble^ 
minded Roman had such an abhorrence of this treachery, 
that he sent back the slave in chains, with the box unopened, 
saying, that he had rather let an enemy and a criminal escape 
unpunished, than destroy him by base and dishonorable 
means. 

Magnakdott, of Peteb the Great. — When any one was 
speaking ill of another in the presence of this monarch, he at 
first l^ened to him attentively, and then interrupted him. 
"Is there not," said he, "a fair side also to the character of 
the person of whom you are speaking ? Come, tell me what 
good qualities you have remarked about bim?' 
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Kajcmoth Cave, the. — ^This woaderful cavern, which is a 
little world of itsoLT, is situated in Edmondson county, Ken- 
tucky. It is said to have beoa explored for a distance of ten 
miles, (part of tlie distance in a boat on a deep river,) without 
giving any indications of coming to a tennination. It con- 
tains some two hundred avenues, fifty domes, three rivers, 
and several waterfalls. The engraving gives a view of one 
14 
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of its many avenues, where stalactites and stalagmites abound 
in the greatest profusion and beauty. It is called the ^^ Grothic 
Avenue/' from the resemblance of its formations to Gothic 
architecture. No other cave in the world can be compared 
to it, in extent, magnificence, or grandeur. The air in it is 
pure ; no reptiles have ever been found there ; and so uniform 
is the temperature within it, that cottages have been erected 
there, in the hope that consumptives might be benefited by 
living within it. 

Man, the Great End of. — One of the boys in Zion Chapel 
school, Newcastle, being engaged one evening in committing 
to memory some rules in arithmetic, a gentleman, who hap> 
pened to be in his father's house at the time, put some rather 
difficult questions to him, with a view to try his knowledge. 
The little fellow could not answer some of them, and was 
greatly chagrined, on the gentleman's observing, "I think I 
have puzzled you." The boy appeared rather confounded; 
but recovering himself, he said, with a good deal of archness, 
" Sir, you have puzzled me ; but I think I can puzzle you." 
" Try," said his friend ; " I shall be very glad if you can ; but 
I do not think you will be able : put any question you like to 
me." The boy then, looking very seriously in the gentleman's 
face, said, " Can you tell me, sir, what is the chief end of 
man?" The gentleman, upon this question being proposed, 
was more perplexed than the boy had been. He remained 
silent for a short time, and at length observed, "You have 
indeed puzzled me;" and turning to the boy's father, asked 
him what he conceived to be the chief end of man. "Nay," 
replied the father, "you must ask him," meaning the boy, 
" for he can tell more about these things than I can." The 
boy was then required to reply to the question, and answered 
in the language of the As^mbly's Catechism, "Man's chief 
r end is to glorify God, and to enjoy him forever." The gen- 
tleman acknowledged that it was; and observed that the boy 
had taught him a lesson which he should not readily forget. 
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Mamukb and Godlike. — A gentleman relating the particu- 
lars of a real ii^jury to Sir Eardley Wilmot, asked him if it 
were not manljto resent it? "Yes," said the kmght, "it 
will be manly to resent it, but it will be godlike to forgive it." 

Manners, Good. — ^^ Good manners," says one, " are the 
sm^ll coin of virtue ; " and says another, " Defect in manners^ 
is usually the defect of fine perceptions." 

Marriage. — ^An Athenian, who was hesitating whether to 
give his daughter in marriage to a man of worth, with a small 
fortune, or to a rich man who had no other recommendation^ 
went to consult Themistocles on the subject. "I would 
bestow my daughter," said Themistocles, "upon a man 
without money, rather than upon money without a man." 

Marriage, Advice as to. — ^The Rev. Philip Henry used to 
give two pieces of advice to his children and 6ther8, in refer- 
ence to marriage. One was, " Keep within the bounds of 
profession." The other was, "Look at suitableness in age, 
quality, education, temper," &c. He used to observe, from 
Gen. ii. 18, " I will make him an helpmeet for him," that 
where there is not meetness, there will not be much help. 
He commonly said to his children, with reference to their 
choice in marriage, "Please God, and please yourselves, and 
you shall never displease me;" and greatly blamed those 
parents who conclude matches for their children without thdr 
consent. He sometimes mentioned the saying of a pious 
gentlewoman, who had many daughters : " The care of most 
people is how to get good husbands for their daughters; bat 
my care is to fit my daughters to be good wives, and then let 
God provide for them." 

Marriage, declined. — ^A young lady of Paris, hearing the 
gentleman whom she was engaged to marry, ridiculing relig- 
ion, and gently reproving him for it, he replied, " tiiat he mm 
not so old-fashioned as to regard God and religion." She 
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started in Baiprise at the remark, but recovering herself, 
'^From this moment, sir, when I see that you do not. regard 
religion, I am no longer yours ; for he who does not lore and 
honor Gk>d, can never love his wife constantly and sincerely." 

Marriage, Interference as to. — ^* Of all the actions of a 
man's life," says Swift, '^ marriage is that which least concerns 
other people ; and yet of all his actions, it is most meddled 
with by them." 

Masses. — ^The Abb4 Malot expressing a doubt to Richelieu, 
as to how many masses would save a soul, the cardinal 
replied, " Pho, you blockhead ; as many as it would take 
snowballs to heat an oven ! " 

Meekness. — ^It is said of Mr. Dodd, one of the Puritan 
divines, that a person being enraged at his do^e and awaken- 
ing doctrine, raised a quarrel with him, smote him in the 
face, and dashed out two of his teeth. This meek and lowly 
servant of Christ, without taking the least offense, held the 
teeth out in his hand, and said, " See here, you have knocked 
out two of my teeth without any just provocation ; but if I 
could do your soul good, I would give you leave to dash out 
all the rest." Thus he was not overcome of evil, but over- 
came evil with good. 

Melancholt. — ^A French physician was once 'consulted by 
a person who was subject to the most gloomy fits of melan- 
choly. He advised his patient to mix in scenes of gayety, and 
particularly to frequent the Italian theater ; iand added, ^^ If 
Carlini does not dispel your gloomy complaint, your case 
must be desperate indeed." The reply of the patient is worthy 
the attention of those who frequent such places in search of 
happiness, as it shows the emptiness and insufficiency of these 
•amusements. /^Alas, sir, I am Carlini; and while I divert 
.all Paris with mirth, and make them almost die with kugh- 
tor, I myself am dying with melancholy and chagrin." A 
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similar anecdote is related of a well-known English buffoon, 
who consulted an English physician, celebrated for eccentric 
advice. 

Meuobt. — John Newton used to say, there were two things 
he never forgot: that he was a great sinner, and that Christ 
was a great saviour; and he added, that these were the two 
most important things that could be recollected. 

Metaphtbigs. — ^A young clergyman once called upon Dr. 
Dwight, and inquired respecting the best method of treating 
a very difficult and abstruse point in mental philosophy, upon 
which he was preparing a sermon. ^^ I can not give you any 
information upon the subject," the doctor replied; ^'J am not 
fJEuniliar with such topics. I leave them for young men." 

Methodisic. — ^In an early period of the ministry of the Rev. 
John Wesley, he visited Bpworth, in Lincolnshire, where his 
father had formerly beeb minister, but fotmd the people 
greatly opposed to what they considered his new notions. He 
tells us, in his journal, that many persons were convinced of 
the importance of the truths he delivered from the tombstone 
of his father, some of whom were conveyed in a wagon to a 
neighboring justice of the peace, to answer for the heresy with 
which they were charged. Mr. Wesley rode over also: when 
the magistrate asked what these persons had done, there was 
a deep silence; for that was a point their opposers had 
forgotten. At length, one of them said, " Why, they pretend 
to be better than other people; and, beside, they pray from 
morning to night." He asked, " But have they done any- 
thing beside ? " " Yes," said an old man ; " an't please your 
worship, they have convarted my wife. Till she went among 
them, she had such a tongue ; and now she is as quiet as a 
lamb.^* " Carry them back, carry them back," replied the 
justice, " and let them convert all the scolds in the town." 

MiLDNEB8.-^Deacon Hunt was naturally a high-tempered 
man, and used to beat his oxen over their heads, as all hifl 
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neighbors did. It was observed that when he became a 
Christian, his cattle were remarkably docile. A friend 
inquired into the secret. " Why," said the deacon, " formerly, 
when my oxen were a little contrary, I flew into a passion, 
and beat them unmercifully. This made the matter worse. 
Now, when they do not behave well, I go behind the load, sit 
down, and sing Old Hundred. I don't know how it is, but 
the psalm-tune has a surprising effect upon my oxen." 

Minister, the, not called. — ^An ignorant and conceited 
minister, ridiculing the idea of any such thing as '^a call" to 
the ministry of the gospel, said, "he never believed that A« 
was called to preach." "And," said a neighbor standing 
by, "no one else ever believed it^ either!^* 

Miser, the, and the Spendthrift. — Shenstone, being asked 
the difference between the miser and th^ extravagant man, 
replied, that the miser grows rich by seeming to be poor, and 
the exti^avagant man grows poor by seeming to be rich. 

Mobs. — A mob has been well defined to be, "a monster^ 
with he^ds enough, but no heart, and little brains." 

Mother, the Influence of a Pious. — ^*^ I recollect a young 
gentleman," says Dr. Alexander, "who, although he had an 
uncommonly pious mother, broke over all the restraints of his 
education, and became a professed infidel, and the advocate 
of licentiousness in its vilest forms ; but a gracious God heard 
the unceasing prayers of his mother, and by means somewhat 
unusual, he was converted from the error of his ways. In 
speaking of his former career, which he evidently did with 
shame and humility, he said : ' I could get over all arguments 
in defense of Teligion, but one, and that I never could obvi- 
ate;' which was, the pious example and conversation of my 
mother. When I had fortified myself against the truth by 
the aid of Bolingbroke, Hume and Yoltaire, yet, whenever I 
thought of my mother, I had the secret conviction, which . 
nothing could remove, that there was a reality in religion/ " 
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Honey, Continental. — Most readers are familiar with the 
fact, that in the early stages of the Revolutionary etni^le, 
Congress ordered the issue of what was known as *' Continen- 
tal money," which gradually depreciated more and more, till 
at last it became almost worthless. Above is a fac-simile 
of some of the bills of different denominations. As they are 
now almost never seen, the representation is curious, and of 
much interest. 

MoTHEBS. — Dickens has somewhere beautiMly said, "I 
think it must be written, that the virtues of mothers shall be 
visited on their children, as well as the sins of fathers." 

Mother, the, of Auqustine. — The following extract from 
the writings of Augustine, whose labors, after the lapse of 
marly centuries, continue to be useful to the church of Christ, 
can not but encourage pious parents to pray for their chil- 
dren. He says: "While I was yet walking in sin, often 
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attempting to rise, and sinking still deeper, my dear mother 
in yigorous hope persisted in earnest prayer for me. I 
remember also that she entreated a certain bishop to under- 
take to reason me out of my errors. He was a person not 
backward to attempt this, where he found a docile subject. 
* But your son/ said he, ' is too much elated at present, and 
carried away with the pleasing novelties of his opinion, to 
regard any argument ; as appears from the pleasure he taketh 
in perplexing many ignorant persons with his captious ques- 
tions. Let him alone ; only continue praying to the Lord for 
him ; in the course of his study he will discover his error.* 
All this satisfied not my anxious parent ; with floods of tears 
she still persisted in her requests, till, a little^out of patience 
by her importunity, he said, ^Begone, good woman, iif is 
impossible that the child of such tears should perish.' " 

Mother, the, op Cecil. — ^The Rev. Richard Cecil, speaking 
of his early life, says: "I was desperate. I was determined 
to go on board a privateer. But I had a pious mother. She 
talked to me, and wept while she talke^. There are soft 
moments even to desperadoes. Ood does not all at once 
abandon them." One of the largest and most intelligent 
audiences in London was under his spiritual care, and was 
once exceedingly moved to hear him exclaim from his pulpit, 
with surprising candor and humility : " As a public witness 
for God and his truth, I must tell you, that you should never 
despair. No distressed woman ever hoped more against hope 
than the mother of your preacher. But she prayed and 
waited patiently. She put her trust in the omnipotent arm. 
She not only prayed, but she instructed his mind, and then 
waited God's season. She lived long enough to hear that 
child preach the gospel which he had once despised. And 
she said, ^Now, Lord, lettest thou thy servant depart in 
peace.' " 

Mother, the, of John QmNCT Adams. — John Quincy 
Adams once paid the following tribute to his mother: ^^It is 
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due to gratitude and nature that I should acknowledge and 
avow that, such as I have been, whatever it was, such as I 
am, whatever it is, and such as I hope to be in all futurity, 
must be ascribed, under providence, to the precepts and 
example of my mother." 

Mother, the, of Lord Mansfield. — Lady Stormont, mother 
of Lord Chief-Justice Mansfield, being complimented by 
another lady, oir having " the three finest sons in Scotland to 
be proud of," made answer, "No, madam; I have much to 
be thankful for,^ but nothing to be proud of." 

Mother, the, of Rev. Richard Knill.— ^The following 
very interesting testimony of Rev. Richard Knill is quoted at 
length : " I have a vivid recollection of the eflFect of maternal 
influence. My hc/nored mother was a religious woman, and 
she watched over and instructed me as pious mothers are 
accustomed to do. Alas! I often forgot her admonitions; 
but in my most thoughtless days I never lost the impressions 
which her holy example has made on my mind. After 
spending a large portion of my life in foreign lands, I returned 
again to visit my native village. Both my parents died while 
I was in Russia, and their house is now occupied by my 
brother. The furniture remains just the same as when I was 
a boy ; and at night I was accommodated with the same bed 
in which I had often slept before ; but my busy thoughts 
woiQd not let me sleep. I was thinking how God had led me 
through the journey of life. At last the light of the morning 
darted through the little window, and then my eye caught a 
sight of the spot where my sainted mother, forty years before, 
took me by the hand and said, ' Gome, my dear, kneel down 
with me, and I wiU go to prayer.' This completely overcame 
me. I seemed to hear the very tones of her voice ; I recol- 
lected some of her expressions ; and I burst into tears, and 
arose firom my bed and fell upon my knees just on the spot 
where my mother kneeled, and thanked God that I had once 
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a praying mother. And oh ! if every parent could feel what I 
felt then, I am sure they would pray with their children^ as 
well as pray for them." 

Mother, the, op the Gracchi. — ^A Campanian lady, who 
was very rich, and fond of pomp and show, being on a visit 
to Cornelia, the illustrious mother of the Oracchi, displayed 
the diamonds and jewels she possessed, with some ostentation, 
and then requested Cornelia to permit her to see her jewels.* 
This eminent woman dexterously contrived to turn the con- 
versation to another subject, till her sons returned from one 
of the public schools; when she introduced them, saying, 
"These are my jewels." 

Mother, the UNPArrapuLNESS op a. — ^A little boy was some 
time ago taken iU, and, being near death, he addressed his 
mother on the privileges he had enjoyed in his Sunday-school, 
which had led to his conversion to Ood. She had never 
attended to the salvation of her own soul; nor had she been 
concerned for his spiritual interests. As she smoothed his 
dying pillow, he said, " mother, you never taught me any- 
thing about Jesus ; and had it not been for the Sabbath- 
school teachers, I should now be dying without a hope in 
him, and must have been lost forever." What a lesson to 
ungodly mothers ! 

Mothers, a Oood Lesson for. — Some females had met at 
the house of a Mend in the city of St. Louis, for an evening 
visit, when the following scene and conversation occurred: 
The child of one of them, about five years old, was guilty of 
rude, noisy conduct, very improper on all occasions, and 
particularly so at a stranger's house. The mother kindly * 
reproved her. " Sarah, you must not do so." The child 
soon forgot the reproof, and became as noisy as ever. The 
mother firmly said, " Sarah, if you do so again, I will punish 
you." But not long after, Sarah "did so again." When 
the company were about to separate, the mother stepped into 
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a neighbor's house, intending to return for the child. During 
her absence, the thought of going home recalled to the mind 
of Sarah the punishment which her mother told her she 
might expect. The recollection turned her rudeness and 
thoughtlessness to sorrow. A young lady present observing 
it, and learning the cause, in order to pacify her, said, ^^ Never 
mind, I will ask your mother not to whip you." " Oh," said 
Sarah, " that will do no good. My mother never tells lies J* 
The writer who communicated the above for the St. Louis 
Observer, adds, " I learned a lesson from the reply of that 
child, which I shall never forget. It is worth everything in 
the training of a child, to make it feel that its mother never 
tells lies.^^ 

Munificence. — ^In the month of September, 1801, W. T. 
M. departed this life, and, dying without a will, his large 
property, which was cliiefly in landed estates, devolved to his 
eldest son. By this circumstance the eight younger children 
were unprovided for; but this gentleman, with a generosity 
seldom equaled, and which does honor to Ghristianityy 
immediately made over to his younger brothers and sisters 
three considerable estates, which were about two-thirds of the 
whole property. This munificence is the more extraordinary, 
as 'he had a young and increasing family of his own. When • 
a friend remonstrated with him on his conduct, his answer 
was, ^' I have enough ; and am determined that all my brothers 
and sisters shall be satisfied." 

Murder, discovered. — ^Mr. Clarke relates an account of 
two French merchants who were traveling to a fair, and 
while passing through a wood, one of them murdered the 
other, and robbed him of his money. After burying him, to 
prevent discovery, he proceeded on his journey. The dog of 
the person murdered remained, however, by the grave of his 
master; and, by his loud and continued howling, attracted 
the notice of several persons in the neighborhood, who, by 
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this means, discovered the murder. The fidr being ended, 
they watched the return of the merchants. The murderer 
no sooner i^peared in view, than the dog sprang fdriously 
upon him. He was apprehended, confessed the crime, and 
was executed. 

Murder, mscovERED. — ^The interposition of the providence 
of God, in the discovery and punishment of murder, has 
often been remarked. Perhaps no crime has been followed 
with such remorse, or been so frequently discovered in the 
most unexpected ways. The following facts are peculiarly 
striking. When Dr. Donne, afterward Dean of St. Paul's, 
took possession of the first living he ever had, he walked into 
the churchyard as the sexton was digging a grave; and on 
his throwing up a skull, the doctor took it into his hands to 
indulge in serious contemplation. On looking at it, he foimd 
a headless nail sticking in the temple, which he secretly drew 
out, and wrapped in the comer of his handkerchief. He 
then asked the grave-digger whether he knew whose skull it 
was 7 He said he did ; adding, it had been a man's who kept 
a brandy shop ; a drunken fellow, who, one night, having 
taken two quarts of ardent spirits, was found dead in his bed 
the next morning. "Had he a wife?" "Yes." "Is she 
living ? " " Yes." " What character does she bear ? " "A 
very good one ; only her neighbors reflect on her because she 
married the day after her husband was buried." This was 
enough for the doctor, who, in the course of visiting his 
parishioners, called on her: he asked her several questions, 
and, among others, of what sickness her husband died. She 
giving him the same account, he suddenly opened the hand- 
kerchief, and cried, in an authoritative voice, " Woman, do 
you know this nail?" She was struck with horror at the 
imexpected question, instantly acknowledged that she had 
murdered her husband, and was afterward tried and executed. 

Murder, discovered. — ^A traveler fell among thieves, who 
resolved to murder him. Whilst they were putting in execu- 
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Hob. fheir horrid resolution, the unfortunate man, lifting up 
his eyes to heaven, observed a flook of crows which hovered 
over his head. ^^ Revenge my death ! '' exclaimed the unhappy 
traveler, "ye birds of luckless omen." A few days after this 
inhuman transaction, the thieves entered a house in an 
a^oining town, where one of the party observing a large 
collection of crows gathering round, said sarcastically, " Here 
they are, come to revenge the death of the traveler." The 
servant of the house hearing these words, related them to 
the master, and he to the magistrate, by which means these 
murderers were brought to justice. 

Murder, singularly and providentially punished. — A 
gentleman, who was very ill, sending for the late Dr. Lake, 
told him, that he found he must die, and gave him the follow- 
ing account of the cause of his death. He had about a 
fortnight before been riding over Hounslow Heath, where 
several boys were playing at cricket. One of them, striking 
the ball, struck him on the toe, looked him in the face, and 
ran away. His toe pained him extremely. As soon as he 
eame to Brentford, he sent for a surgeon, who wished to out 
it off. But unwilling to suffer that, he went on to London; 
When he arrived there, he immediately called another surgeon 
to examine it, who told him his foot must be cut off. But to 
this also he objected ; and, before the next day, the mortifica- 
tion seized his leg, and in a day or two more reached his 
body. Dr. Lake asked him if he knew the boy that struck 
the ball. He answered: "About ten years ago, I was riding 
over Hounslow Heath, where an old man ran by my horse's 
side, begged me to relieve him, and said he was almost fam- 
ished. I bade him begone. He kept up with me still ; upon 
which I threatened to beat him. Finding that he took no 
notice of this, I drew my sword, and with one blow killed 
him. A boy, about four years old, who was with him, 
screamed out, ^MyiSEither is killed!' His &ce I perfectij 
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remember^ that boy it was who struck the ball against me, 
which is the cause of my death." 

MuRMiTRiNO, PUNISHED. — ^A pcrsoD, with not very ample 
means of support, had a large family. A neighbor had just 
called to tell him of a friend who had got a prize in a lottery, 
when he was also informed of the birth of his twelfth child. 
He exclaimed, peevishly, ^' God sends meat to others, children 
to me." It afterward happened, that the Being at whose 
gOTemment he had so impiously murmured, sent him those 
riches which he so eagerly and wickedly longed for. But as 
he sent him the wished for wealtli, he deprived him of the 
children he had complained of. He saw them one by one gc 
to the grave before him ; and in advanced life, and great 
afiSuence, when he endured the stroke of having his last 
beloved daughter taken from his eyes, he painfully rememr 
bered his former rebellious murmurings against Gk)d. 

Music. — ^When the celebrated Haydn was asked how all his 
sacred music was so cheerful, the great composer replied, '^I 
can not make it otherwise ; I write according to the thoughts 
I feel ; when I think upon Grod my heart is so full of joy that 
the notes dance and leap as it were from my pen; and since 
God has given me a cheerful heart, it will be pardoned me 
that I serve him with a cheerful spirit." 

Mtbtery. — ^'^ Mystery," says Lacon, " magnifies danger, as 
a fog does the sun. The hand that warned Belshazzar, derived 
its horrifying influence from the want of a body." 
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*" AHES. — "With the vulgar and un- 
^ thinking," says Zimmerman, "names 
have great weight; but the wise iise 
a writ of inquiiy into their legiti- 
mai^, when they are used as authori- 
ties." 

Names, of Conteicpt. — ^"One of the 'greatest 
11 artifices," says Pascal, "which the Devil uses 
to eng^e men in vice tC&d debauchery, is, to fasten names of 
contempt on certain virtues, and thus fill weak souls with a 
foolish fear of passing- for scrupulous, should they desire to 
put them in practice." 

Nature, Good and III. — Good-nature, like the bee, collects 
honey from every herb; ill-nature, like the spider, sucks 
poison from the sweetest flower. 

Nature, Hdman. — Dr. Backus, it is said, had a negro by 
the name of Cato, as to whom he hardly knew whether to 
think him a wit or a fool ; though he generally found that 
when Cato had anything to say, it was well worth listening 
to. One day, a grocer in the neighborhood bad been empty- 
ing some casks of the settlings of cherry-rum ; and a number 
of hogs in the street bad eaten of the cherries till some were 
Bt^gering about, and some were half-drunk in the gutter, 
and all were showing in their actions the usual effects of 
intoxicating drinks. Cato, seeing their condition, ran and 
' called at the foot of the stairs leading to Dr. Backus's study, 
"Master, master, do come here!" And as the doctor came, 
and looked out, where Cato pointed, at the intoxicated quad- 
rupeds, Cato exclaimed, with deep unction and eamestness, 
lifting up botii his hands, " Master, master, only look ; poor 
humaanater!" 
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Nati'kal Ukiuge. — Tho 
" Natural Bridge," in Rock- 
bridge cotintj, Virginia, is 
one of the great curiosities and wonders of the ■worid. It 
is a stapendouB arch of limestone over a small stream c^led 
Cedar creek. Its hight above the sta^am, to the top, is two 
hundred and fifteen feet ; its averse width, eightf ; its extreme 
length at the top, ninety-three; and its thickness, from the 
under to the upper side, fifty-five feet. The chasm over 



AMBCDOTES FOB THE FAMILY. 225 

which it passes, is fifty feet wide at the bottom^ and ninety at 
the top. The view from the top is exceedingly grand and 
impressiye ; from below, equally sublime and more interesting^ 
because divested of associations of fear. The bridge is of 
important use, forming a road over this immense chasm, which 
is not otherwise passable for several miles in either direction. 

Natueb, the Light op. — ^Mr. Hume wrote an essay on the 
sujfficiency of the light of nature ; and Dr. Robertson wrote 
on the necessity of revelation, and the insufficiency of the 
light of nature. Hume ciajne one evening to visit Robertson, 
and the evening was spent in ccmversation on this subject. 
The friends of both were present, and it is said that Robert- 
son reasoned with unusual clearness and power. Whether 
Hume was convinced by his reasoning or not, we can not tell ; 
but, at any rate, he did not acknowledge his conviction. 
Hume was very much of a gentleman in his manners, and as 
he rose to depart, bowed politely to those in the room, while, 
as he retired through the door, Robertson took the light to 
show him the way. Hume was still facing the door. ^^ Oh, 
mr," said he, " I find the light of nature always sufficient ;** 
and continued, ^^ pray, don't trouble yourself, sir," and so he 
walked on. The door was opened, and presently, as he went 
along the hall, he stumbled over something concealed, and 
pitched down the steps into the street. Robertson ran after 
him with the light, and as he held it over him, whispered 
softly, " You had better have a light from above, Mr. Hume ; " 
and raising him up, he bade him good-night, and returned to 
his friends. 

Neglect, souetdieb Useful. — ^An experienced mother, who 
had brought up a large family of children with eminent 
success, was once asked, by a younger one, what she would 
recommend in the case of some children who were too 
anxiously educated ; and her reply was, ^^ I tiiinky my dear, a 
little wholesome neglect." 

16 
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Neglect, what may be lost by it. — ^^ A littie neglect," 
sayp Franklin, '' may occasion great mischief. For want of a 
nail, the shoe was lost; for want of a shoe, the horse was 
lost ; for want of a horse, the rider was lost, being overtaken 
and slain by the enemy; all for the want of care about a 
horseshoe nail." 

New Testament. — On hearing a gentleman ask, "If at the 
end of the third century, all the copies of the New Testament 
in the world had been destroyed, could their contents have 
been recovered from the writings of the first three centuries ? " 
Lord Hailes collected all the writers of those centuries, and 
began the examination. And the result was, that after a 
time he said to a friend, "I haVe been busy for these two 
months, searching for chapters and sentences of the New 
Testament, and have actually discovered the whole except 
eleven verses, which satisfies me that I could discover them 
also. Now," said he, "here was a way in which God con- 
cealed or hid the treasures of his word, that Julian the 
apostate, and other enemies of Christ, who wished to extir- 
pate the gospel from the world, never would have thought of; 
and though they had, they never could have efiected their 
destruction." 

Nicknames. — "A good name," says Zimmerman, "may 
wear out ; a bad one, be changed ; but a nickname lasts for- 
ever." 

Noise. — ^It is with narrow-souled people, as with narrow- 
necked bottles : the less they have in them, the more noise it 
makes in coining out. 

Non-resistance. — When Indiana was the scene of the 
Indian hostilities, (about 1812,) the Shakers, though without 
forts or arms, lived in perfect safety, while the work of blood 
and fire was going on all about them. " Why," said one of 
the whites afterward to an Indian, "why did you not attack 
the Shakers, as well as others?" "What!" exclaimed the 
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sayage, ^'we warriors attack a peaceable people! we fight 
those who won't fight us ! Never ! It would be a disgrace to 
us to hurt such a people! Never would an Indian do it!" 
A similar anecdote is related of the Quakers of Pennsylvania. 
It is said that through all the Indian wars of the early settle- 
ments of the country, not a Quaker was ever killed who had 
not taken up arms for fighting! 

Novel-reading. — ^A physician in Massachusetts says: "I 
have seen a young lady with her table loaded with volumes 
of fictitious trash, poring, day after day and night after night, 
over highly wrought scenes and skillfully portrayed pictures 
of romance, until her cheeks grew pale, her eyes became wild 
and restless, and her mind wandered and was lost — ^the light 
of intelligence passed behind a cloud and her soul, was for* 
ever benighted. She was insane, incurably insane, from 
reading novels." 

Novels. — ^^ Constant familiarity, even with such works of 
fiction as are not exceptionable in themselves," says Hannah 
More, "relaxes the mind, which needs hardening; dissolves 
the heart, which wants fortifying; stirs the imagination, 
which wants quieting; irritates the passions, which want 
calming; and, above all, disinclines and disqualifies for active 
virtues and for spiritual exercises. Though all these books 
may not be wicked, yet the habitual indulgence in such read- 
ing is a silent mining mischief. Though there is no act, and 
no moment, in which any open assault on the mind is made, 
yet the constant habit performs the work of a mental atrophy; 
it produces all the symptoms of decay ; and the danger is not 
less for being more gradual, and therefore less suspected." 
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;'^ BEDIENOE, FILIAL.— A Uttlo boy, 
:^; about Beven yoaiB old, was on a visit 
^ to a lady, who was very fond of him. 
One day, at breakfast, there was some 
f hot bread upon the table, and it was 
r banded to him; but he would not 
" Do you not like hot bread ? " asked 
" Yes," eaid he, " 1 like it very much, 
ma'am." "Then, my dear, why do you not take some?" 
"Because," said he, "my father does not wish me to eat hot 
bread." "But your father is a great way oflF," said the lady, 
" and will not know whether you eat it or not. You may 
take it for once; there will be no harm in that." "No, 
ma'am, I will not disobey my father and mother. I must do 
what they have told me to do, although they are a great way 
off. I would not touch it if I were sure nobody would see 
me. I myself should know it, and that would be enough to 
make me unhappy." 

Obedience, op Cecil. — When the Rev. Bichard Cecil was 
a little boy, his father, going to some public place for the 
transaction of business, took his son with liim; and while ho 
was engird in the business, the little fellow was dismissed 
and told to wait for his father at one of the doors. On finish- 
ing his business, the fkther went out at another door, and 
foi^t the son. In the evening, the mother missing her child, 
and asking where he was, the father suddenly recollected that 
he had told him to wait for his return, and said he, " You 
may depend upon it, he is still waiting where I appointed 
him." Beturning at once to the place, there ho found Uie 
dear, fiuthful boy, on the very spot where he had directed 
bitn to remain. * * 

Obedience, op CniuaiEN. — ^"Let thy child's first lesson," 
says Fuller, " be obedience, and the second may be whatever 
you will." 
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Obstinate^ a Lebbon fob the. — Joseph Bradford was for 
some years the traveling companion of Mr. Wesley, for whom 
he would have sacrificed health and even life, but to whom 
his vnU would nerer bend, except in meekness. " Joseph,** 
said Mr. Wesley one day to him, ''take these letters to^the 
post." '' I will take them," said Bradford, '' after the preach- 
ing, sir." W. "Take them now, Joseph." B. "I wish to 
hear you preach, sir; and there will be sufficient time for the 
post after service." W. "I insist upon your going now, 
Joseph." B. " I will not go at present." W. "You won't?" 
B. "No, sir." W. "Then you and I must part." B. 
"Very good, sir." The good men slept over it. Wesley 
confessed to himself that he was wrong. He did more, he 
confessed to his Maker that he had been hasty and erred. He 
met Mr. Bradford shortly after four o'clock in the morning, 
and accosting him, said, " Joseph, have you considered what 
I said, that we must part?" B. "Yes, sir." W. "And 
must we part?" B. "Please yourself, sir." W. "Will 
you ask my pardon, Joseph?" B. ".No, sir.'* W. "You 
won't?" B. "No, sir." W. "Then I will ask yourSj 
Joseph." Wesley did so. He confessed his error. Popr 
Joseph was instantly melted, smitten as by the rod of Moses, 
when forth gushed the tears, like the water from the rock. 
Higher than ever, from that day, stood Wesley in the estima- 
tion and affection of the good Joseph Bradford. 

Occupation. — ^" I have lived," says Adam Clarke, " to know 
that the great secret of human happiness is this: never suffer 
your energies to stagnate. The old adage of ^ too many irons 
in the fire,' conveys an abominable lie. You can not have too 
many — ^poker, tongs, shovel and all — keep them all agoing." 

Old Age.—" We hope to grow old,'* says Bruyere, " and 
yet fear old age; that is, we are willing to live, and yet afraid 
to die." 
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Ocean Stgauebs. — The first Eteamship that ever crossed 
the Atlantic, saUcd from Savannah for Liverpool, on the 
tweiity-siith of May, 1819, and made the voyage in twenty- 
two days. She was telegraphed at Liverpool as "a skip on 
Jire," and a revenue-cutter was dispatched to her relief, when 
the oflicerB and crew of the latter were struck with astonish- 
ment at not being able to oVertako a vessel under bare poles. 
At Liverpool, and afterward at Copenhagen, Stockholm and 
St. Petersburg, whither she went, ehe was visited by crowds 
of wondering people ; and at the latter place a service of plate 
was presented to her officers. Of late years, ocean steamers 
have been greatly multiplied, various lines running regularly 
to California, Great Sritain, the continent of Europe, i&c., &c. 
The cut gives a view of one of the Collins line of steamships, 
ruiming between New York and Liverpool. They are of 
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about three thousand tuns burden, each ; length, two hundred 
and ninety feet; breadth of beam, fortj-six feet; djQpth of 
hold, thirty-two feet. They are among the largest steam-ves- 
sels built, and perform their trips of three thousand miles in 
about eleven and a half days, or two hundred and sixty miles 
per day. The cost of each is about six hundred and fifty thou- 
sand dollars, of which about two hundred and seventy-five 
thousand dollars is for the engine alone. The engines are of 
great power, having ninety-five inch cylinders, and wrought 
iron wheels, thirty-five feet in diameter. Their spacious 
cabins are fitted up in a style of elegance not surpassed. 

Opinion, op Othebs. — ^'^ Conscience in most men," says 
Taylor, "is but the anticipation of the opinions of others." 

Obatoby. — ^A celebrated orator of antiquity, once said, that 
the great secret of successful oratory consisted in three things : 
" action, action^ action ! " A New England divine has better 
said, it consists in two things : ^^ First have something to say, 
and then say it ! " 

Obatoby, fob Postebtty. — ^During the delivery of one of 
the long and tedious speeches that are often inflicted on the 
House of Bepresentatives, a member who had occupied the 
floor for some hours, was called to order on the ground that 
his remarks were, not pertinent to the question before the 
house. " I know it," said he, "but I am not speaking for the 
benefit of the house, but for posterity." "Speak a little 
longer," said John Randolph, "and you will have your 
audience before you ! " 
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ARDON, OF A CRIMINAL.— A G«^ 
I ^B ^^^Efci. ^^^ prince, visiting the arsenal of 
I J^^ .^H^K^ Toulon, where the galleys ore kept, 
'- the commandant, as a compliment to 
g.his Tank, said lie was welcome to set 
1' any one at liberty, whom he should 
^choose to select. The prince, willii^ to make 
Flho best use of this privilege, spoke to many of 
them, inquiring why they were condemned. Injustice, 
oppression, folse accusation, were the only causes they could 
assign: they were all innocent and ill-treated. At last he 
came to one, who, when asked the same question, answered: 
" My lord, I hare no reason to complain. I have been a very 
wicked, desperate wretch. I have often deserved to be broken 
alive on the wheel. I account it a great mercy that I am 
here."' The prince fixed his eyes upon him, gave him a 
gentle blow upon the head, and said, "You wicked wretch! 
it is a pity you should be placed among so many honest men: 
by your own confession you are bad enough to corrupt them 
all; but you shall not stay with them another day." Then 
turning to the officer, he said, " This is the man, sir, whom I 
wiah to see released." 

Parent, Kbvxbencb poe a. — There are some children who 
are almost ashamed to own their parents, because they are 
poor, or in a low situation of life. We will, therefore, give 
an example of the contrary, as displayed by the Dean of Can- 
terbury, afterward Archbishop Tillotson. His father, who 
was a plua Yorkshiremati, approached the house where his 
son resided, and inquired whether " John Tillotson was at 
home." The servant, indignant at what he thought his 
insolence, drove him from the door ; but the dean, who was 
within, hearing the voice of his father, came running out, 
exclaiming, in the presence of his astonished servants, "It is 
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my beloved father ; " and, fidling down on his knees, asked 
for his blessing. Obedience and love to our parents is a very 
distinct and important command of Gk>d, upon which he has 
promised his blessing; and his promises never fail. 

Parents, and Ghildben. — ^If parents, in one sense, are all 
the time educating their children, they should remember that 
in another and important sense, their children are all the 
while educating them. 

Parents, should agree in theto Government. — A little 
girl, six years old, in a Sunday-school, was repeating the fifth 
commandment. Her teacher endeavored to show her in what 
way she was to honor her parents, and said, ^' You must honor 
your parents by obeying them." " Oh, ma'am," exclaimed the 
child, " I can not keep that commandment." " Why not, my 
dear?" ^'Because, ma'am, when my mother tells me to do 
one thing, my father tells me to do another. Now, just before 
I came here, my mother told me to stay up stairs and learn 
my lesson, and my father told me to come down and play: 
now how could I obey them both? No, no," closing her little 
hands as if in despair, '^ no, no, ma'am, it is impossible for me 
ever to keep that commandment." 

Parents, THsm Example. — ^Parents who would train up 
their children in the way they should go, should themselves 
go in the way in which they would train up their children. 

Partnership, the Rights of. — ^A nobleman, living in Italy, 
was about to celebrate his marriage feast. All the elements 
were propitious except the ocean, which had been so boister- 
ous as to deny the very necessary appendage of fish. On the 
morning of the feast, however, a poor fisherman made his 
appearance with a turbot, so large, that it seemed to have 
been created for the occasion. Joy pervaded the castle, and 
the fisherman was ushered with his prize into the saloon, 
where the nobleman, in the presence of his visitors, requested 
him to put' what price he thought proper on the fish, and it 
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shoiQd be instantly paid him. '^ One hundred lashes/' said 
tlie fisherman, '^ on my bare back, is the price of my fish, and 
I will not bate one strand of whip-cord on the bargain." The 
nobleman and his guests were not a little astonished, but our 
chapman was resolute, and remonstrance was in vain. At 
length the nobleman exclaimed : " Well, well, the fellow is a 
humorist, and the fish we must have, but lay on lightly, and 
let the price be paid in our presence." 

After fifty lashes had been administered, " Hold, hold," 
exclaimed the fisherman, '^ I have a partner in this business, 
and it is fitting he should receive his share." " What, are 
there two such madcaps in the world ? " exclaimed the noble- 
man ; " Name him and he shall be sent for instantly." " You 
need not go far for him," said the fisherman ; "you will find 
him at your gate, in the shape of your own porter, who would 
not let me in until I promised that he should have the half of 
whatever I received for my turbot." "Oh, oh," said the 
nobleman ; " bring him up instantly ; he shall receive his stip- 
iQated moiety with the strictest justice!" This ceremony 
being finished, he discharged the porter, and amply rewarded 
the fisherman. 

Passion. — ^*' Passion," says William Penn, " is the mob of 
the man, committing riot on his reason." 

Passion, Restraint of. — ^It is said of Julius Cesar, that 
upon any provocation, he would repeat the Roman alphabet 
before he sufiered himself to speak, that he might be more 
just and calm in his resentments ; and, farther, that he could 
forget nothing but wrongs, and remember nothing but benefits. 
The Emperor Antoninus said, " It becomes a man to love even 
those that ^ffend him." Epictetus said, " A man hurts him- 
self by injuring me : what then ? shall I therefore hurt myself 
by injuring him?" Seneca observed, "In benefits, it is a 
disgrace to be outdone; in injuries, to get the better." 
Another heathen, when he was angry with one near him, said, 
" I would beat thee, but I am angry." 
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Passionate, the. — ^^ The passilbate," says Plato, " are like 
men standing on their heads ; they see all things the wrong 
way." 

Patience. — ^A youth, who had been some time a follower of 
Zeno, on his return home being asked by his father what he 
had learned, replied, " That you will see hereafter." The 
father on this, being angry, beat his son, who bearing it 
patiently and without complaint, replied, " This have I learned, 
to bear the anger of a parent." 

Persecution. — ^Dioclesian, the last and worst of the perse- 
cuting Boman emperors, observed, that the more he sought 
to blot out the name of Christ, the more it spread on every 
side ; and that whatever of Christ he undertook to eradicate, 
the deeper root it took, and the more it flourished in the 
world, and in the hearts and lives of men. He found that 
the blood of the martyrs, was the seed of the church. 

Persecution. — " Persecution," says Milner, " often does in 
this life, what the last day will do completely, separate the 
wheat from the tares." 

Persecutor, the End op One. — In the reign of Henry VH., 
Dr. Whittington, a bishop's chancellor, having condemned a 
pious woman to the flames, went to witness the courageous 
maimer in which she set her seal to the truth of the gospel. 
On his return from that affecting scene, a furious bull passed 
through the crowd, gored the chancellor, and caused his 
death in a most awful maimer. No other person in the crowd 
Buffered any injury. 

Persecutors, the End of Several. — ^From among the long 
list of those in power, who, in the first ages of the Christian 
church, persecuted the believers in Christ, and who were 
signally pimished for their opposition to the truth, we may 
mention the following. Nero was driven from his throne, and 
perceiving himself in danger of death, became hia own ezecu- 
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ttoner; Domitian was killtd by his own seirants; Hadrian 
died of a distressing disease, which was accompanied with 
great mental agony ; Severus never prospered in his aflhirs 
after he persecuted the church, and was killed by the treach- 
ery of his son ; Maximinus reigned but three years, and died 
a violent death ; Decius was drowned in a marsh, and his 
body never found ; Valerian was taken prisoner by the Per^ 
sians, and after enduring the horrors of captivity for several 
years, was flayed alive ; Diocletian was compelled to resign 
his empire, and became insane ; Maximianus Herculeus was 
deprived of his government, and strangled; Maximianus 
Galerius was suddenly and awfully removed by death ; and 
Severus committed suicide. "The way of transgressors is 
hard." 

Pebseverance. — ^^ With time and patience," says a Chinese 
proverb, " the mulberry leaf becomes silk." 

• Pebseverance. — ^The Chinese have one of the best illustra- 
tions of the principle we have ever seen. One of their 
countrymen, who had been making strenuous efforts to 
acquire literary information, discouraged by difficulties, at 
last gave up his bopk in despair. As he returned to manual 
employment, he saw a woman rubbing a crowbar on a stone ; 
on inquiring the reason, she replied she was in want of a 
needle, and thought she would rub down the crowbar till she 
got it small enough. The patience of the aged female pro- 
voked him to make another trial, and he succeeded in 
obtaining the rank of one of the first three in the empire. 

Piety and Morality. — ^True piety and morality are insepa- 
rable, or rather they are the same spirit differently manifested. 
Piety is love^ with its face toward God; and morality is love^ 
with its face toward men. 

Piety, Early. — ^A consumptive disease seized the eldest son 
and heir of the Duke of Hamilton, which ended in his death. 
A little before his departure from the world, he lay ill at ihe 
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&mil7 seat near Glasgow. Two ministers had come to see 
him; the duchess, fearful of fatiguing him, said to one of 

ihem, "Mr. , if my son, when you go in, asks you to 

pray with him, I wish you to decline it." He bowed, and 
entered the room where the youth lay. After a conversation 
on subjects relating to the soul and eternity, they rose to 
depart. " You will pray with me, Mr. — — ," said the lovely 
youth, "before you go." The minister bowed, and begged 
to decline it. "Why?" said the young duke. "Her grace, 
rather wished me not to do so." "And pray, sir," said he 
to the other minister, " did her grace lay,any such injunction 
upon you?" He replied, "No." "Oh, well then," said he, 
"you may do it without disobeying her." After the minister 
had prayed, the dying youth put his hand back, and took his 
Bible from under his pillow, and opened it at the passage, 
"I have fought a good fight, I have finished my course, 
I have kept the faith ; henceforth there is laid up for me a 
crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous Judge, 
shall give me at that day, and not to me only, but imto all 
them that love his appearing." "This, sirs," said he, "is all 
my comfort." As he wasr lying on the sofa, his tutor was 
conversing with him on some astronomical subject, and about 
the nature of the fixed stars. "Ah," said he, "in a little 
while I shall know more of this than all of you together." 
When his death approached, he called his brother to his bed* 
side, and, addressing him with the greatest affection and 
seriousness, he closed with these remarkable words: "And 
now, Douglas, in a little time you will be a duke, but I shaU 
be a king." 

Place. He that thinks his place below him, is almost 
always below his place. 

POLXTENESB. — ^' Politencss," says Witherspoon, "is real 
kindness kindly expressed ; " an admirable definition, and so 
brief that all may remember it. 
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Pilgrim Fathers, the Landing op. — ^The landing of our 
forefathers from the Mayflower, on Plymouth Rock, took 
place December 11th, old style, (corresponding to Decembor 
2lBt, as now reckoned,) 1620. Landing in a howling wilder- 
ness, inhabited by savages and wild beaste, in the dead of 
winter, with no place of abode, their trust was alone in God. 
Before the opening of the ensuing spring, forty-six of their 
number had died. 

Pit, the Wat to the. — ^A young man, on reaching the 
door of a theater, overheard one of t^e door-keepers calling ' 
out, "This is the way to the pit." Having htid instruction 



ANBODOTES FOB THE FAMILY. 289 

in the word of God in early life, what the man said reminded 
him that the employments of the theater led to hell. The 
thought haunted him, and made him pease frequenting such 
amusements: he became attentive to the concerns of his soul, 
and afterward was a minister of the gospel. 

Pleasure, Sinful. — ^Lysimachus, on account of extreme 
thirst, offered his kingdom to the Get®, to quench it. His 
exclamation, when he had drank, says Bishop Home, is won- 
derfully striking: "Ah, wretched me! who, for such a 
momentary gratification, have lost so great a kingdom !*' 
How applicable this to the case of him, who, for the moment- 
ary pleasures of sin, parts with the kingdom of heaven! 

Pleasure, True and Padse. — ^" All pleasure," says John 
Foster, " must be bought at the expense of pain : the difference 
between false pleasure and true is just this : for the tme^ the 
price is paid before jou enjoy it; forthe/a&c, afterward?^ 

Politeness, of Dr. Mason. — ^The late Dr. Mason, of New 
York, was accustomed to visit some small congregations in 
the country, and was returning from one of these excursions, 
when he stopped ' at a house for refreshment. Some bread 
and milk were handed to him, which he ate with an iron 
spoon. On his return, he smilingly mentioned the circum- 
stance among his friends; and his remark about the iron 
spoon soon reached the ears of his kind hostess. She replied, 
with grief, that she was sorry Dr. Mason had made himself 
merry at her expense ; for if she had possessed a silVier spoon, 
he should certainly have used it: as it was, she furnished him 
with the best she had. This being related to him, he mounted 
his horse, and rode more than fifty miles, to apologize for his 
heedless speech, and to ask the old lady's pardon. 

Politenbss, of Henry IV. — ^This monarch was standing 
one day, with some of his courtiers, at the entrance of a vil- 
lage, and a poor man passing by, bowed down to the very 
ground ; and the king, with great condescension, returned his 
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salutation just in the same manner; at which one of the 
attendants ventured to express his surprise, when the mon* 
arch finely replied to him, " Would you have your ' king 
exceeded in politeness by one of the lowest of his subjects?'' 

Popery. — One of the most severe and yet just rebukes of 
popery, ever uttered, is contained in an article in the London 
Times, on the state of Italy. It says : ^^ It is a mockery to talk 
of national independence and constitutional government in a 
country where the ordinary duties of police are not performed, 
where law has no authority, and religion no power but to 
absolve from crime ! " 

Popery, ns Absolution, and what it might lead to. — 
When Tetzel was at Leipsic, and had collected a great deal 
of money from all ranks of people, a nobleman who suspected 
the imposition, put the question to him, ^^Can you grant 
absolution for a sin which a man shall intend to commit in 
future ? " " Yes," replied the fronfless commissioner ; " but on 
condition that the proper sum of money be actually paid 
down." The nobleman instantly produced the sum asked ; 
and in return ^received a diploma, sealed and signed by Tetzel^ 
absolving him from the unexplained crime which he secretiy 
intended to commit. Not long after, when Tetzel was about 
to leave Leipsic, the nobleman made inquiry respecting the 
road he would probably travel, waited for him in ambush at 
a convenient place, attacked and robbed him ; then beat him 
soundly with a stick, sent him back to Leipsic with his chest 
empty, and at parting, said, ^^ This is the fault I intended to 
commit, and for which I have your absolution." 

Popery, its Cruelty. — ^On the entry of the French into 
Toledo, during the peninsular war, Gren. La Salle visited tho 
palace of the inquisition. One of the instruments of torture 
there found, deserves a particular description. In a subter- 
raneous vault, adjoining the audience chamber, stood in a 
recess in the wall a wooden statue, made by the hands of 
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monks, representing the Virgin Mary. A gilded glory beamed 
round her head, and she held a standard in her right hand. 
Notwithstanding the an^le folds of the silk garment which 
fell from her shoiQders on both sides, it appeared that she 
wore a breastplate ; igid, upon a closer examination, it was 
found that the whole front of Ihe body was covered with 
extremely sharp nails and small daggers, or blades of knives, 
with the points projecting outward. The arms and hands had 
joints, and their motions were directed by machinery, placed 
behind the partition. One of the servants of the inquisition 
was ordered to make the maclune maneuver. As the statue 
extended its arms and gradually drew them back, as if sher 
woiQd affectionately embrace, and press some one to her heart, 
the well-filled knapsack of a Polish grenadier supplied for this 
time the place of the poor victim. The statue pressed it 
closer and closer ; and when the directors of the machinery 
made it open its arms and return to its first position, the 
knapsack was pierced two or three inches deep, and remained 
hanging upon the nails and daggers of the murderous instru- 
ment. ♦ 

This statue is a fair representation of Romanism. It has, to 
the eye of the careless observer, a beauteous form, and a 
coimtenance of much simplicity and quiet devotion. It is 
arrayed in rich and flowing robes; but beneath them are 
'^ daggers." It has joints in its arms and hands, which enable 
it to make what motions its ministers please. These motions 
are regulated by an unseen machinery. It extends its arms 
with great deliberation and apparent affection, and, with a 
smiling face, presses its deluded victim to its heart, and the 
pressure is — ^wounds and death! 

Popery, its Impudent Claims bebuked. — ^A Roman Catholic 

mre, in France, once ventured to ask a Protestant, ^' Upon 

what do you build your belief, since you have no authority 

for your feith ? " The reply was, " Upon the Bible : if the 

mostles had left behind them any infallible successors, it 

16 



842 ANECDOTES FOB THE FAMILY. 

would have been unnecessaiy to bequeath to us so many 
instructions in writing." " The apostles ! and why are you 
to place greater reliance on the apoi^es than on their succes- 
sors?" "Because the apostles were inspired by the Holy 
Ghost." "Well! and we too are inspired." "Are you 
inspired?" "Yes! I repeat — ^we too are inspired!" "Then 
why do you require to be further instructed in the college of 
the Jesuits ? " The priest was confounded. 

PoPEBT, rre Impostures. — ^When the monasteries were sup- 
pressed, at the time of the reformation, there were found in 
one of them as many relics as could be named* in several 
sheets of paper. Among others, there was an angel with one 
wing, that brought over the spear's head which pierced the 
Redeemer's side. There were also some of the coals that 
roasted St. Lawrence ; as many pieces of the Saviour's cross 
as would make a large whole one ; a piece of St. Andrew's 
finger, set in an ounce of silver, with many others of equal 
veracity. Some of the blood of a duck was found in a phial, 
which was thick on one side and thin on the other: the 
people M/%re taught to believe this was the blood of Christ; 
and, on their paying a considerable sum, the thin side of the 
phial was turned toward them, and they were permitted to 
see the blood. 

Possessions, the Richest. — ^A nobleman in the north of 
England once said to a gentleman who accompanied him in a 
walk, " These beautiful grounds, as far as your eye can reach, 
those majestic woods on the brow of the distant hills, and 
those extensive and valuable mines belong to me; yonder 
powerful steam-engine obtains the produce of my mines ; and 
those ships convey my wealth to other parts of the kingdom." 
" Well, my lord," replied the gentleman, " do you see yonder 
little hovel that seems but a speck in your estate? there 
dwells a poor woman who can say more than all this, for she 
can say, ' Christ is mine.' In a very few years your lordship's 
possessions will be confined within the scanty limits of a 



ANECDOTES FOB THE FAMILY. 248 

^tomb; but she will then have entered on a far nobler inherit- 
ance than your lordship now possesses — ^an inheritance incor- 
raptible, imdefiled, and that fadeth not awaj, reserved in 
heaven for those who are kept by the power of God through 
fidth unto salvation." 

Populace, the Voice of. — ^Wesley was once inaintaiAing, 
with much earnestness, that there was truth in the maxim, 
*^Voxpopuli, vox Dei:" t. c, that "the voice of the people 
is the voice of Grod." His sister, who possessed fine talents, 
disputed the view of her brother, when getting somewhat 
impatient he cried, " I tell you, sister, whatever you may say, 
that the voice of the people is the voice of God." "Yes," 
said she, mildly; "it cried, Crucify him, crucify him!" 
Wesley was silenced. A more conclusive answer is not often 
given. 

Poverty, Earlt. — ^An English judge being asked what 
contributed most to success at the bar, replied, " Some suc- 
ceed by great talent, some by the influence of friends, some 
by a miracle, but the majority by commencing' without a 
shining:' 

Prat, how to. — ^A Simday-school scholar, who had been 
sick, said to his teacher, that in his sickness he often wished 
the minister could have come and prayed with him. " But 
Thomas," said the teacher, " I hope you prayed for yourself." 
"Yes, sir, I did." "Did you repeat the collect I taught 
you?" "No, sir, I prayed:' "Well, but how did you 
pray ? " " Why, sir, I just begged:' 

Prater, Col. Gardiner. — ^It is said that Colonel Gardiner 
always devoted two hours every morning to reading the word 
of God and prayer. He determined that nothing should rob 
>iiTn of his precious time for devotion. Hence, if his regi- 
ment had to march at six o'clock, he rose at four; and if he 
had to xnarch at four, he rose at two. 
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I'rairie, the, o\ Fire. — One of the 
mi>st t^trikiiig features in thn geography 
of the wcBtcni states, is the prairies or natural meadows. 
These are immense plains, often stretching, in every direction, 
farther than the eye can reach, entirely destitute of trees, and 
covered with grass and wild flowers. These prairies cover a 
vast extent of country north of the Ohio and west of the 
Missiseippi, affording pasturage to countless herds of the 
buffido, deer, and other wild animals. When the grass has 
been dried and parched by the heat of summer, it sometimes 
takes fire, and a sea of flame is swept by the wind over these 
vast plains, spreadmg, it is sfud, more swiftly than the fleetest 
bors* ean nm b«forft it. In such cases, the only resort is, to 
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pull up the grass around one, and kindle on every sid^ a 
counter flame, which burning otUwardj in every direction, 
leaves the hunter or traveler in a place of safety. « 

Pray, how to, without Ceasing. — ^A number of ministers 
were assembled for the discussion of difficult questions, and 
among others it was asked, how the command " to pray with- 
out ceasing" could be complied with. Various suppositions 
were started, and at length one of tbe number was appointed 
to write an essay upon it, to read at the next monthly meeting ; 
which being overheard by a female servant, she exclaimed, 
"What! a whole month wanted to tell the meaning of that 
text! It is one of the easiest and best texts in the Bible." 
" Well, well," said an old minister, " Ma^ y, what can you say 
about it ? Let us know how you understand it ; can you pray 
all the time?" "Oh yes, sir.^' "What! when you have so 
many things to do ? " " Why, sir, the more I have to do, the 
more I can pray." "Indeed: well, Mary, do let us know 
how it is; for most people think otherwise." "Well, sir," 
said the girl, "when I first open my eyes in the morning, I 
pray. Lord, open the eyes of my understanding; and while I 
am dressing, I pray, that I may be clothed with the robe of 
righteousness ; and when I have washed myself, I ask for the 
washing of regeneration ; and as I begin to work, I pray, 
that I may have strength equal to my day. Wlien I begin to 
kindle the fire, I pray, that God's work may revive in my 
soul ; and as I sweep out the house, I pray, that my heart 
may be cleansed from all its impurities ; and while preparing 
and partaking of breakfast, I desire to be fed with the hidden 
manna, and the sincere milk of the word; and as I am busy 
with the little children, I look up to God as my Father, and 
pray for the spirit of adoption, that I may be his child, and 
so on all day: everything I do ftimishes me with a thought 
for prayer." " Enough, enough," cried the old divine ; " these 
things are revealed to babes, and often hid from the wise and 
prudent." " Go on, Mary," said he, " pray without ceasing ; 



246 ANECDOTES FOB THE FAMILY. 

ajid as for us, my brethren, let us bless the Lord for this 
exposition, and remember that he has said, ^ The meek will 
he ^de in judgment.' " The essay, as a matter of course, 
was not considered necessary after this. 

Prater, Duke of Ormond. — ^It is recorded of the Duke of 
Ormond, in the seventeenth century, that he never prepared 
for bed, or went abroad in a morning, till he had withdrawn 
an hour to his closet. 

Prayer, Gustavub Adolphus. — Of all the virtues in the 
character of Gustavus Adolphus, king of Sweden, that which 
crowned the whole, was his exemplary piety. The following 
fact is related of him when he was once in his camp before 
Werben. He had been alone in his cabinet some hours 
together, and none of his attendants at these seasons were 
allowed to interrupt him. At length, however, a favorite of 
his, having some important matter to tell him, came softly to 
the door, and looking in, beheld the king on his knees at 
prayer. Fearing to molest him, he was about to withdraw, 
when the king saw him, and bidding him come in, said, 
" Tliou wonderest to see me in this posture, since I have so 
many thousands of subjects to pray for me ; but I tell thee 
that no man has more need to pray for himself than he, who, 
having to render an account of his actions to none but God, 
is for that reason more closely 'assaulted by the Devil than all 
other men besides." 

Prayer, Melancthon. — ^When Melancthon was entreated 
by his friends to lay aside the natural anxiety and timidity 
of his temper, he replied, ^^ K I had no anxieties, I should 
lose a powerful incentive to prayer; but when the cares of 
life impel to devotion, the best means of consolation, a reli- 
gious mind can not do without them. Thus trouble compels 
me to prayer, and prayer drives away trouble." 

Prayer, Phdlip Henry. — ^In the life of Philip Henry, it is 
said, " He and his wife . constantly prayed together, morning 
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and eyening." lie made corscience of closet worship, and 
abothided in It. It was the caution and advice which he 
frequently gave to his children and friends : ^^ Be sure you 
look to your secret duty ; keep that up, whatever you do : the 
soul can not prosper in the neglect of it. Apostasy generally 
begins at the closet door." Besides ttiis, he was uniform 
and constant in family worship, from the time he was jGrst 
called to the charge of a family, to his dying day. He would 
say, " If the worship of Grod be not in the house, write, ' Lord, 
hare mercy on us,' on the door ; for there is a plague, a curse 
in it." 

Prayer, Washington. — ^In 1777, while the American 
army lay at Valley Forge, a good old Quaker, of the name of 
Potts, had occasion to pass through a thick wood, near head- 
quarters. As he traversed the forest, he heard at a distance 
before him, a voice, which, as he advanced, became more and 
more fervent and interesting. Approaching with circumspec- 
tion, he beheld, under a thickset bower, apparently formed 
for the purpose, the commander-in-chief of the armies of the 
United States, on his knees, in the act of devotion before the 
Buler of the imiverse. At that moment, when Potts, who 
was concealed by the trees, came up, Washington was inter- 
ceding for his beloved country, with tones of earnestness that 
labored for adequate expression; he adored the goodness 
which had exalted him to the head of a great nation, now' 
placed in great difficulty. He utterly disclaimed his own 
ability for the arduous conflict. He wept at the thought of 
the ruin which his mistakes might bring on his country, and 
implored the aid of the divine arm. As soon as the general 
had finished. Potts retired. He returned to his house, and 
threw himself into a chair, by the side of his wife, under the 
influence of feelings, which, for a time, refused him utterance. 

Prayer, an Encouragement to. — ^It is said that a man once 
asked Alexander to give him some money to portion off a 



248 ANECDOTES FOB THE FAMILY. 

daughter. The king bade him go to his treasurer aad demand 
. what he pleased. He went and demanded an enormous'&um. 
The treasurer was startled, and said he could not part wiHi 
so much without an express order, and went to the king, and 
told him that he thought a small part of the money the man 
had named might serve for the occasion. ^^No," replied 
Alexander, "let him have it all. I like that man: he does 
me honor; he treats me like a king, and proves, by what he 
asks, that he believes me to be both rich and generous." 
" Let us," says Mr. Newton, in quoting this anecdote, " go to 
the throne of grace, and put up such petitions as may show 
that we have honorable views of the riches and bounty of our 
king." 

Prayer, answered. — ^It is well known that our pilgrim 
fathers, who were driven to this country by persecution, in 
the seventeenth century, had to endure great privations. A 
numerous party, who came out about 1620, were for a time 
supplied with food from England, and from the natives of the' 
wilderness. But as these resources were uncertain, they 
began to cultivate the ground. In the spring of 1623, they 
planted more com than ever before, but by the time they had 
done planting, their food was spent. They daily prayed, 
" Give us this day our daily bread ; " and, in some way or 
other, the prayer was always answered. With a single boat 
and fishing-net they caught bass, and when these failed, they 
dug for clams. - In the month of June, their hopes of a 
harvest were nearly blasted by drought, which withered up 
their corn, and made the grass look like hay. All expected 
to perish with himger. In their distress, the pilgrims set 
apart a day for humiliation and prayer, and continued their 
worship for eight or nine hours. God heard their prayers, 
and answered them in a way which excited universal admira-. 
tion. . Although the morning of that day was clear, and the 
weather very hot and dry during the whole forenoon, yet 
before night it began to rain, and gentle showers continued 
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to Ml for nuiny days, so that the ground became thoroughly 
soaked, and the drooping com reTived. 

PbIter, answered in a Way not expected. — ^Bishop Hall 
relates, that when he was the minister at Halstead, his useful- 
ness was greatly hindered by the eflForts of an avowed atheist, 
of the name of Lilly, who in every possible way sought to 
prevent the good eflFect of his labors. The worthy minister 
entreated (Jod in some way or other to remove this apparent 
hindrance; and his prayers were answered in a manner 
which showed the justice of Gk)d, though it might not accord 
with the wishes of Mr. Hall. The persecutor took a journey 
to London, to exasperate Sir Robert Drury, the minister's 
patron, against him; where he was seized with the pestilence, 
and summoned to give his account to God. 

Pbayeb, in the Family. — ^** Family prayer," says Cecil, " may 
be made a vast engine of power to the whole domestic circle. 
It says there is a (Jod, and inspires a reverence for his char- 
acter. It proclaims a life to come, and points to the spirit 
land. It fixes the idea of responsibility in the mind, while it 
diffuses sympathy through the soul. It furnishes a judicious 
parent with an opportunity of glancing at faults, where direct 
admonition might be inexpedient. It greatly conduces to the 
maintenance of family government and order, while its spirit- 
ual advantages are invaluable." 

Prayer, in the Family. — One morning, during the visit of 
Baron de Stael to England, he went very early to the house 

of Mr. , who had promised to aid him in the purchase 

of some horses. He was introduced, and was on the point 
of entering on some details, highly interesting to friends of 
agriculture, when his host apologizing, requested permission 
to leave him for one half-hour only, and invited him to pass 
the time in turning ov^r some pamphlets and engravings 
which were lying on the table. Possessing an extreme deli- 
Qacy on every occasion in which he might be the cause of the 
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smallest inconyemence to others, M. de Stael expressed his 
grief that he had come at so early an hoiir, and thus made 
his fHend explain himself. ^'You must know/' said he, 
^^that this is our hour for &mily worship; my family and 
servants are assembled, and are waiting for me. Excuse my 
leaving you : as soon as this duty, which we never omit, is 
performed, I will return to you." " I have a favor to ask," 
replied M. de Stael ; ^^ shoidd I be intruding if I requested 
permission to join your family, and engage with you in this 
sacred duty?" The request, made with much eagerness, 
was granted with pleasure ; and he witnessed the serious and 
edifying manner in which all the assembly listened to the 
reading, and joined in the prayers offered up by the master of 
the house. '**How precious to me," said M. de Stael, " were 
the delightful moments I passed in the bosom of that happy 
family, where I had hoped for nothing but advice in the pur- 
chase of horses." 

Prayer, in the Family, neglected. — A. little boy, whose 
father possessed no religion, and neglected family prayer, 
spent some time in a pious family, where he was instructed 
in the simple truths of the Bible. While one day conversing 
about the greatness and goodness of Grod, he made this natural 
remark : " We hav'nt got any God at my papa's, house." 

Prayer, in the Halus op Legislation.— While the impor- 
tant question of the representation of the American states in 
the senate was the subject of debate, and the states were 
almost equally divided upon it. Dr. Franklin moved that 
prayers should be attended in the convention every morning, 
and in support of his motion, thus addressed the president: 

^^ Mr. President: the small progress we have made after four 
or five weeks of close attendance and continual reasonings 
with each other, our different sentiments on almost every 
question, several of the last producing as many Aoes as ayes, 
is, methinks, a melancholy proof of the imperfection of the 



ANECDOTES FOB THE FAMILY. 261 

hnman understanding. We indeed seem to feel our own 
want of political wisdom, since we have been running all 
about in search of it. We have gone back to ancient history 
for models of goyemment, and examined the, different forms 
of republics, which, having been originally formed with the 
seeds of their own dissolution, now no longer exist; and we 
have viewed modem states all around Europe, but find none 
of their constitutions suitable to our circumstances. In this 
situation of this assembly, groping, &s it were in the dark, to 
find political truth, and scarcely able to distinguish it when 
presented to us, how has it happened, sir, that we have not 
hitherto once thought of humbly applying to the Father of 
lights, to illuminate our understandings ? In the begining of 
the contest with Great Britain, and when we were sensible 
of danger, we had daily prayers in this room for divine 
protection. Our prayers, sir, were heard, and they were 
graciously answered. All of us who were engaged in the 
struggle, must have observed frequent instances of a superin- 
tending providence in our favor. To that kind providence 
we owe this happy opportunity of consulting in peace, on the 
means of establishing our future national felicity. And have 
we now forgotten that powerful friend? or do we imagine we 
no longer need his assistance ? I have lived, sir, a long time, 
and the longer I live, the more convincing proofs I see of this 
truth,' that God governs in the affairs of men. And if a 
sparrow can not fall to the ground without his notice, is it 
probable that an empire can rise without his aid? We have 
been assured, sir, in the sacred writings, that '^ except the 
Lord build the house, they labor in vain that builcj it." I 
firmly believe this ; and I also believe, that without this con- 
curring aid, we shall succeed in this political building no 
better than the builders of Babel; we shall be divided by our 
little partial local interests, our projects will be confounded, 
and we ourselves shall become a reproach and a by-word to 
future ages. And what i& worse, mankind may hereafter, 
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from this unfortunate instance, despair of establishing govern* 
ments by human wisdom, and leave it to chance, war, or 
conquest. I therefore beg leave to move, that henceforth 
prayers, imploring the assistance of heaven, and its blessings 
on our deliberations, be held in this assembly every morning 
before we proceed to business ; and that one or more of the 
clergy of this city, be requested to officiate in that service." 
What a lesson to the legislators of other nations! 

Prater-meeting attended by a Ejng. — (Jeorge m., of 
England, it is well known, possessed a devotional spirit, and 
was always happy when he could converse with poor and 
pious people on subjects of experimental religion. The 
following anecdote will be read with much pleasure. The 
king had heard of a poor man at Windsor, who had occasion- 
ally a prayer-meeting at his house. He one day disguised 
himself, and went to the door to inquire into the nature of 
the meeting, and to ask permission to attend. The poor man, 
not knowing his illustrious visitor, supposed him to be a 
person under concern about his immortal interests, and 
invited him to come in; he then so spoke about the great 
subjects of religion, that the king was much pleased, and 
asked if he might come again. This being agreed to, his 
majesty repeated his visit, until one day, while the king was 
there, one of his attendants came to the door with a lofld rap, 
and asked if his majesty was there ; to which the mcfti inno- 
cently replied, " No : " on going in, he informed his visitor of 
the singular inquiry, and his majesty explained the whole 
affair, thanked the good man for his kind attention and 
advice, and told him that as he was now found out, he could 
no more enjoy his company, but must bid him farewell. 

Prayer, proposed at a Card-table. — ^The late Rev. W. 
Bomaine was one evening invited to a friend's house to tea; 
and after the tea-things were removed, the lady of the house 
asked him to play at cards, to which he made no objection. 
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The cards were produced, and when all were readj to com- 
mence play, the venerable minister said, " Let us ask the 
blessing of God." ''Ask the blessing of Ood!" said the 
lady, in great surprise ; '' I never heard of such a .thing to a 
game at cards." Mr. Bomaine then inquired, '' Ought we to 
engage in anything on which we can not ask his blessing?" 
This gentle reproof put an end to the card-playing. 

Prayer, the Right Idea of. — ^A little boy once heard a 
clergyman preach from the text, " Verily, verily, I say unto 
you, whatsoever ye shall ask the Father in my name, he will 
give it you." After reading the text he stopped a minute, 
and asked his hearers to consider what they should like most, 
and then to ask for it in Jesus' name, trusting to his promise 
that it would be given to them. At the end of the service 
the little boy asked his aunt if she had asked* for anything. 
Then she asked him what he had asked God to give him, and 
he said, '' I thought first of one thing I should like, and then 
another ; but I did not know which would be best to ask, and 
so I said, * Father, thy will be done.' " . 

Prater, the Right Idea of. — ^Lord Bolingbroke once asked 
Lady Huntingdon how she reconciled prayer to Grod for par- 
ticular blessings, with absolute resignation to the divine will. 
"Very easily," answered her ladyship; "just as if I were to 
o£fer a petition to a monarch, of whose kindness and wisdom 
I had Die highest opinion. In such a case, my language 
would be, I wish you to bestow on me such or such a &vor; 
but your majesty knows better than I, how far it would be 
agreeable to you, or right in itself to grant my desire. I 
therefore content myself with humbly presenting my petition, 
and leave the event of it entirely to you." 

Praying, and Acting. — ^A few years since, there lived in 
one of our large cities a poor colored woman, named Betty, 
who had been confined by sickness for nearly twenty years. 
By the few friends who knew her,'she was familiarly called 
poor Betty. She had seen comfortable days, but was now 
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blind, and nearly an hundred years old, and noted for her 
good sense and her discreet, warm-hearted piety. Mr. B. was 
a man of wealth and business in the same city. His signature 
was better^than silver on the exchange, because it was more 
easily transferred. His sails whitened the ocean, his charity 
gladdened many hearts, and his boimty gave impulse to many 
benevolent operations. Notwithstanding the pressure of busi- 
ness, Mr. B. often found time to drop in and see what became 
of poor Betty. His voice and even his step had become 
familiar to her, and always lighted up a smile on her dark, 
wrinkled face. He would often say some pleasant thing to 
cheer this pilgrim on her way to Zion. One day Mr. B. took 
a friend from the country to see Betty. As he stooped and 
entered the cottage door, he said, ^^ Ah, Betty, you are alive 
yet." " Yes, tank God," said Betty. "Betty," said he, "why 
do you suppose that God keeps you so long in this world, 
poor and sick and blind, when you might go to heaven and 
enjoy so much?" While Mr. B'b tone and manner were 
ludf sportive, he yet uttered a serious thought, which had 
more than once come over his mind. Betty assumed her 
most serious and animated tone, and replied: "Ahymassa, 
you no understand it Dare be two great tings to do for de 
church : one he to pray for tY, the other be to act for it. Now 
massa, God keep me alive to pray for de church, and he keep 
you alive to act for it. Your great gifts no do muq)i good 
without poor Betty's prayers." For a few moments, Mr. B. 
and his friend stood silent, thrilled and astonished. They 
felt the knowledge, the dignity, the moral sublimity of this 
short sermon. It seemed to draw aside the vail a little, and 
let them into heaven's mysteries. " Yes, Betty," replied Mr. 
B., in the most serious and subdued tone, "your prayers are 
of more importance to the church than my alms." This 
short sermon preached by poor Betty was never forgotten by 
Mr. B. or his friend. It made them more humble, more 
prayerful, more submissive in afflictions. 
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PaATiNO, TO Chance. — ^Ab English lady, who had forsaken 
her God and her Bible for the gloom and darkness of infidelity, 
was crossing the Atlantic, and asked a pious sailor one morn- 
ing how long they should be out. "In fourteen days, if it is 
God's will, we shall be in Liverpool," answered the sailor. 
"If it is God's will," said the lady; "what a senseless 
expression! don't you know that all comes by chance? ^^ In 
a few days a terrible storm arose, and the lady stood clinging 
to the side^f the cabin door in an agony of terror, when the 
sailor passed her. "What do you think?" said she; "will 
the storm soon be over ? " " It seems likely to last for some 
time, madam." " Oh," she cried, " pray that we may not be 
lost." His only and calm reply was, " Shall I pray to 
chance?'' 

Pbeacheb, tZj^ Illtterate. — A learned clergyman in Ver- 
mont was accosted in the following manner by an illiterate 
preacher who despised education. " Sir, you have been to 
college, I suppose?" "Yes, sir," was the reply. "I am 
thankful," rejoined the former, "that the Lord has opened 
my mouth to preach without any learning." " A similar 
event," replied the latter, "occurred in Balaam's time; but 
such things are of rare occurrence at the present day." 

Pbeacheb, the, punished. — ^A violent Welsh squire, having 
taken offense at a poor curate who employed his leisure hours 
in mending clocks and watches, applied to the Bishop of St 
Asaph, with a formal complaint against him for impiously 
carrying on a trade, contrary to the statute. His lordship 
having heard the complaint, told the squire he might depend 
upon the strictest justice being done in the case; and accord- 
ingly the mechanic divine was sent for a few days after, when 
the bishop asked him, how he dared disgrace his diocese by 
becoming a mender of clocks and watches. The curate, with 
all humility, answered, " To satisfy the wants of a wife and 
ten children." "That won't do with me," rejoined the pre- 
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late; ^^I will inflict such a pimishment upon jou, as will 
make 70U leave off your pitiful trade, I promise 7011 ; " and 
immediately calling in his secretary, ordered him to make out 
a presentation for the astonished curate, to a living of at 
least one hundred and fifty pounds per annum. 

, Preachino, CRinciBED. — ^The celebrated Robert Hall was 
once asked what he thought of a sermon which he had just 
heard delivered, and which had appeared to produce a great 
sensation among the congregation. His reply may suggest 
an important hint to some Christian ministers: "Very fine, 
sir; hut a man can not live upon flowers." 

PBEACfflNG, Rowland Hill. — Sir Richard Hill, the brother 
of this noted minister, was originally very much opposed 
to what he thought the irregularity of his preaching in the 
open air. He little supposed that he himself would soon 
engage in the same practice. The circumstances under which 
he was prevailed on to preach are as remarkable as the fact 
itself. Sir Rowland Hill, their father, sent him to Bristol to 
prevail on his brother Rowland to return home. On his 
arrival at Bristol, Mr. Richard Hill heard that Rowland had 
gone to Kingswood to preach to the colliers. He immediately 
followed him, and found him^ surrounded by an immense 
multitude of these long-neglected people, listening with the 
greatest interest to the solemn appeal he was making to their 
consciences. Mr. Rowland Hill saw his brother, and guessing 
his errand, only proceeded with increased earnestness ; and 
such was the power of his address, that the black faces of the 
poor colliers soon exhibited innumerable channels of tears, 
which the sermon had caused them to shed. Mr. Richard 
Hill was much affected by the unusual scene, and his brother 
Rowland, taking advantage of his emotion, announced at the 
conclusion of the service, "My brother, Richard Hill, Esq., 
will preach here at this time to-morrow." Taken by surprise 
under the impression produced by what he had just witnessed, 
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Mr. Biohard Hill consented to preach to the colliers; and 
instead of returning with his brother, became his coa^tor 
in the very work he designed to persuade him to relinquish. 
This is one of the remarkable instances of the tact and per- 
suasive power possessed by Mr, Rowland Hill. 

Pbeachino, Evekytuino but the Gk)SPEL. — ^The Ahh6 



once preached a fast-day sermon before Louis XYI., which 
contained a great deal about finance, politics, goYemment, 
Ac., but very little of tl^e gospel. ^' It is a pity,'' said the king, 
as he came out of the church ; " if the abb4 had only touched 
a little on religion, he would have told us of everything.''' 

Pbeachino, not only to be heaed, but done — ^The Rev. 
Mr. Erskine mentions a fact which may afibrd a very useful 
hint to every hearer of the gospel. A person who had been 
to public worship, having returned home perhaps somewhat 
sooner than usual, was asked, by another member of the 
family who had not been there, "Is .all done?" "No!" 
replied he, " all is saidj but all is not done, but to be done ! " 
How little is commonly done of all that is heard ! " Blessed 
are they that hear the word of God and keep it." 

PpLiCHiNG, ON THE TiMES. — ^In 1648, it was a question 
asked of the brethren, at the meetings of ministers, twice in 
the year, " K they preached the duties of the times ? " And 
when it was found that Leighton did not, he was reproved for 
this omission; but he replied, "If all the brethren have 
preached on the timesj may not one poor brother be suffered 
to preach on eiermity?** 

Pbeaching, too Lbabned. — ^A lady, who went to hear an 
eminent minister preach, agreeably to her usual custom, took 
with her a pocket Bible, to refer to the passages of Sjcripture 
he might quote. When she came away, die said to a friend, 
^ I should have left my Bible at home to^y , and brought 
my dictionaiy ; for the doctor does not deal so much in Sorip- 

17 
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tore, as in such learned words and phrases as require the 
help of an interpreter to make them intelligible." 

Preaching, why not Profitable. — A lady who was present 
at the Lord's supper, where the Rev. Ebenezer Erskine was 
assisting, was much impressed by his discourse. Having 
been informed who he was, she went on the next Sabbath to 
his own pDa^e of worship to hear him. But she felt none of 
those strong impressions she experienced on the former occa- 
sion. Wondering at this, she called on Mr. Erskine, and, 
stating the case, asked what might be the reason of such a 
difference in her feelings. He replied : '^^ Madam, the reason is 
this : last Sabbath you went to hear Jesus Christ preached ; 
but to-day you have come to hear Ebenezer Erskine preach." 

Pbejubice. — ^He that is possessed with a prejudice, is pos- 
sessed with a devil. 

Prejudice. — ^Dr. Taylor, of Norwich, said to John Newton, 
"Sir, I have collated -every word in the Hebrew Scriptures 
seventeen times j and it is very strange if the doctrine of 
atonement, which you hold, is there, and I have not fotmd it." 
" I am not surprised at this," said Newton. " I once went to 
light my candlQ^ with an extinguisher on. Now prejudice, 
from education, learning, &c., often forms an extinguisher. 
It is not enough to bring the candle, you must remove the 
extinguisher." 

Presumption. — ^A religious professor of antinomian senti- 
ments, boasting to Eowland Hill that he had not felt a doubt 
of his safety for many years, was answered by Mr. Hill, 
"Then, sir, give me leave. to doubt for you." 

Pride. — ^Mr. Hervey, being in company with a person who 
was paying him 'some compliments on account of his writings, 
replied, laying his hand on his breast, " Oh sir, you would not 
strike the Sparks of applause, if you knew how much tinder I 
have within." 
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PElNTlNG-PEEBa, Old-pahhioned. — When Fraiiklin was a 
printer, it would have been a hard day's work to print two 
thouBUid five hundred impresBions, or one thousand two hun- 
dred and filly sheets on both sides, in a day, by the old-&sb- 
ioned hand-press that stands near him in the engnnog. 



/ 
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About twenty years ago, the Napier press was introduced, 
giving from nine hundred to twelve hundred impressions per 
hour. The lately invented type-revolving press of Mr. Rich- 
ard M. Hoe, of New York, in which the type on a large 
central cylinder gives ofif, at every revolution, eight impressions 
upon sheets on eight smaller cylinders, will print twenty 
thousand newspapers per hour! So much for modern im- 
provement. 

Pboducts, of New England. — A. stranger passing through 
one of the mountain towns of New England, inquired, ^^ What 
can you raise here ? '' The answer was, ^^ Our land is rough 
and poor, we can raise but little produce, and so we build 
school-houses and churches, andlraise men." 

Profaneness, checked. — A. pious man once being in com- 
pany where was a gentleman who frequently used the words, 
devil, deuce, Ac, end at 'last took the name of Qod in vain, 
said, '^ Stop, sir! I said nothing while you only used freedom 
with the name of your master, but I insist upon it you shall 
use no such freedom with the name of mine." 

Profaneness, Dr. Rice.— A late eminent judge of Virginia, 
once said to a friend, that the most cutting reproof he had 
e^er received for profaneness, was without words. He hap- 
pened to be crossing a ferry with the late Dr. John H. Rice. 
On account of shallows, the boat could not be brought to 
land, and they were carried to the shore by the black ferry- 
men. One of these was so careless as to suffer Judge H's 
clothes, to become wetted, and the latter expressed his anger 
by an imprecation. Dr. Rice, without saying a word, turned 
to him his large, speaking eye, with a sorrowful expression. 
"I never so felt a reproof,'* said the judge, "in my life; and 
instantly begged his pardon. ^ Ask pardon of God,' said Dr. 
Rice. I shall neyer forget it." At this time Judge H. was 
entirely ignorant who his reprover was. 



\ 
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Pbofanenbss, Howabd. — ^Howard, the phflanihropist, was 
seen significantly to button up Ids coat in the neighborhood 
of a shoe-shop, where he heard coarse profanity. ^' I always 
do this," he remarked, ^^when I hear swearing. One who 
can take God's name in vain, can steal, or do anything else 
bad.'^ 

Profanenebs, John Howe. — The excellent Mr. Howe, being 
at dinner with some persons of &8hion, a gentleman expatiated 
largely in praise of King Charles I., introducing some harsh 
reflections upon others. Mr. Howe, observing that the gen- 
tleman mixed many oaths with his discourse,'told him that, 
in his humble opinion, he had omitted a singular excellence 
in the character of that prince. The gentleman eagerly 
desired him to mention what it was. ^' It was this, sir," said 
Mr. Howe : ^^ he was never heard to swear an oath in com- 
mon conversation." The hint was as politely received as 
given ; and the gentleman promised to break off the practice. 

The same minister, once conversing with a nobleman in ^t.. 
James's Park, who swore profanely in his conversation, 
expressed great satisfaction in the thought that there is a 
Gk)d who governs the world, who will finally make retribution 
to all according to their works ; and ^^ who, my lord," added 
he, ^* will make a difference between him that sweareth, and 
him that feareth an oath." His lordship immediately an- 
swered, " I thank you, sir, for your freedom ; I take your 
meaning, and shall endeavor to make a good use of it." Mr. 
H. replied, ^' I have reason to thank your lordship for saving 
me the most difficult part of the discourse, which is the 
application." 

At another time, passing two persons of quality, who were 
talking with great eagerness, and imprecated curses on each 
other repeatedly, Mr. H. said to them, taking off his hat in a 
respectful manner, " I pray God save you both ; " for which 
handsome reproof they immediately returned him thanks. 
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Profanenebs, Pbince Henry. — Prince Henry Frederic, the 
eldest son of James I., who died in the nineteenth year of his 
age, is said to have been one of the most pious and accom- 
plished princes of that age. He had a great aversion to the 
profanation of the name of Ood, and was never heard to take 
it in vain. Being one day asked why he did not swear at 
play as others did, he answered, that he knew of no game 
worthy of an oath ; and at another time remarked, '^ All the 
pleasure in the world is not worth an oath." He ordered 
that when any person in his family was heard to swear, he 
should be fined, and the money given to the poor; and that 
boxes should ^e kept at each of his palaces for that purpose. 

Profaneness, Samuel Wesley. — ^The Rev. Samuel Wesley, 
father of the celebrated John Wesley, once went into a coffee- 
house in London, for some refreshment. There were several 
gentlemen in the room, one of whom, an officer of the guards, 
swore dreadfully. The rector saw that he could not speak to 
him without much difficulty ; he therefore desired the waiter 
i$ give him a glass of water. When it was brought, he said 
aloud, '' Carry it to yon gentleman in the red coat, and desire 
him to wash his mouth after his oaths." The officer rose up 
in a fury ; but the gentlemen in the box laid hold of him, one 
of them crying out, "Nay, colonel, you gave the first offense; 
you see the gentleman is a clergyman ; you know it' is an 
affiront to swear in his presence." The officer was thus 
restrained, and Mr. Wesley departed. Some years after, 
being again in London, and walking in St. James's Park, a 
gentleman joined him, who, after some conversation, inquired 
if he recollected having seen him before. Mr. Wesley replied 
in the negative. The gentleman then called to his remem- 
brance the scene at the coffee-house ; and added, " Since that 
time, sir, I thank Grod, I have feared an oath ; and as I have 
a perfect recollection of you, I rejoiced at seeing you, and 
could not refrain &om expressing my gratitude to God and 
you." "A word spoken in season, how good is it! " 
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Fbofanezsks, thb Profebbob. — A late president of one of 
our western colleges, was one day walking near the college 
with his slow and noiseless step, when a youth, ^^ho had not 
observed his approach, while engaged in cutting wood, began 
to swear profanely in his vexation. The doctor stepped up, 
and said, ^^Oive me the ax;" and then quietly chopped the 
stick of wood up himself. Returning the ax to the young 
man, he said in his peculiar manner, ^^ You see now the wood 
may be cut without swearing." The reproof was effectual, 
and led, we have reason to believe, to an entire abandonment 
of that impious habit. 

Pbofanenebs, the Quaker. — Some time since, a sailor on 
one of the wharves was swearing most boisterously, when one 
of the society of Friends passing along, accosted him very 
pleasantly, and said, ^^ Swear away, friend, swear away, till 
thee gets all that bad stuff out of thee ; for thee can never go 
to heaven with that stuff in thy heart." The sailoir, with a 
look of astonishment and shame, bowed to the honest Quaker 
and retired. 

Profaneness, the Traveuno Minister.*— a minister, trav- 
eling in a stage-coach, had the mortification of being shut up 
for the night with a naval officer, who .was much addicted to 
sweating. At length, the conversation turned on the topic 
of the day, the Boulogne flotilla; when the officer observed, 
^^ If one of our ships meet with them, she will send them all 
to the devil." "There is a great deal of propriety, sir," said 
the minister, " in your observation ; for as it is probable there 
are many profane swearers on board the French ships, should 
these men die in their sins, they will certainly go to the devil." 
He looked confounded, blushed, but swore no more, and iii 
the morning took a respectful leave. 

Pbofanenebs, unknown ahono the Heathen. — ^It is related 
of Dr. Scudder, that on his return from his mission in India, 
he was standing on the deck of a steamer, with, his son, a 
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youth, when he heard a gentieman using loud uid profiuie 
language. ^^See, Mend/' said the doctor, acooBtibig the 
swearer, ^^ this boy, my son, was bom and brought up in a 
heathen country, and a land of pagan idolatry, but in all his 
life he never heard a man blaspheme his Maker imtil now.'^ 
The man colored, blurted out a sort of an apology, and moved 
away, locking not a little ashamed of himselfl 

PbcTfaneness, washed out. — ^A Califomia paper, comment- 
ing on the temptations to profaneness there, mentions a novel 
remedy for it. It says : ^ An intelligent lady of our acquaint- 
ance, whose little boy was beginning this strange talk, anxious 
to express to her child her horror of profanity, hit upon the 
novel process of washing out his mouth with soapsuds when- 
ever he swore. It was an effectual cure. The boy understood 
his mother's sense of the corruption of an oath, and the taste 
of suds, which together produced the desired result." 

Pbofessionb, the Three. — ^A gentleman who had been suo- 
cessively a minister, a physician, and a lawyer, being asked 
as to the comparative advantages of the three professions for 
acquiring property, replied: "The man who will give but a 
penny to save his soul, will give a shilling for relief from 
sickness, apd a dollar to have his own will." 

Pbomftness and Energy. — ^'^ Cromwell did not wait to 
strike until the iron was hot, but made it hot by striking,^^ 

Prosperity. — ^The Rev. John Newton used to improve every 
occurrence which he could with propriety introduce into the 
pulpit. One night, he received a note, sent to the pulpit, to 
this effect: "A young man, having come to the possession of 
a very considerable fortime, desires the prayers of the congre- 
gation, that he may be preserved from the snares to which it 
exposes him." " Now, if the man," said Mr. N., " had lost a 
fortune, the world would not have wondered to see him send 
in such a request; but this man has been better taught." 

Coming out of church on a Wednesday , a lady stoj^ped him 
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on the stepS) and said : ^^ The ticket of which I held a quarter, 
is drawn a prize of ten thousand pounds. I know you will 
congratulate me on the occasion." '^ Madam," said he, " as 
a firiend under temptation, I will endeavor to pray for you." 

Pbotestaktism. — ^A Soman Catholic, boasting of the anti- 
quity of the Romish faith, rather sneeringly asked a Protesir 
ant with whom he was conversing, " Pray where was your 
religion before the days of Luther?" "I will answer your 
question," said the Protestant, " by another. Where was your 
face this morning before you washed it ? " 

Providencb, Augustine. — ^Posidonius, in his life of Angus 
tine, relates, that the good man, going on one occasion to 
preach at a distant town, took with him a guide to direct him 
in the way. This man by some unaccountable means, mistook 
the usual road, and fell into a by-path. It afterward proved, 
that in this way the preacher's life had been saved, as his 
enemies, aware of his journey, had placed themselves in the 
proper road with a design to kill him. 

Providencb, John BuNTAN.-^The celebrated author of the 
Pilgrim's Progress experienced several remarkable providen- 
tial deliverances. Once he fell into the river Ouse ; and at 
another time into an arm of the sea, and narrowly escaped 
being drowned. But the most singular instance of his pres- 
ervation occurred when he was about seventeen years of age. 
At that time he was^a soldier: at the siege of Leicester, in 
1645, being drawn out to stand sentinel, another soldier in 
the same company desired to take bis place: he consented, 
and his companion was shot in the head by a musket-ball and 
killed. 

Pbovidbnce, John HowABD.-pThe late John Howard, the 
eminent philanthropist, always set a very high value on the 
Sabbaths he spent in England ; and, during his absence on the 
continent, he deeply deplored his want of Christian privileges. 
That he might not increase the labor of his servants, nor 
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prevent their attendance on divine worship, he usually walked 
to the chapel, where he attended, at Bedford, though at a 
distance of nearly three miles from his residence. So regu- 
larly did he pursue this practice, that an idle and dissolute 
man, whom he had reproved for his sins, determined to avail 
himself of this opportunity to waylay and murder him. " But 
divine providence,'* saysMr.Pahner,^' remarkably interposed 
to preserve so valuable a life, by inclining him that morning 
to go on horseback a different road," by which means his life 
was prolonged. 

Pbovidencb, John Enox. — ^This celebrated Scotch reformer 
had many surprising escapes from the malicious designs of 
his enemies. He was accustomed to sit at the head of the 
table in his own house, with his back to the window: on one 
particular evening, however, he would neither himself sit in 
his chair, nor allow any one else to do so. That very night, 
a bullet was shot in at the window, purposely to kill him; it 
grazed the chair in which he usually sat, and made a hole in 
the foot of the candlestick. 

Providence, Louis Caldy. — ^The following epitaph is said 
to have been copied from a tomb, in the vicinity of Port 
Boyal, Jamaica: ''Here lieth the body of Louis Caldy, Esq., 
a native of Montpelier, in France, which coimtry he left on 
account of the revocation. He was swallowed up by the 
earthquake which occurred at this place in 1692, but, by the 
greatf providence of Ood, was, by a second shock, iSung into 
the sea, where he continued swimming till rescued by a boat, 
and lived forty years afterward." How wonderful are the 
judgments of God, and his ways '' past finding out." 

Providence, Peter de Moulin. — ^During the awfiil mas- 
sacre at Paris, the celebrated Peter de Moulin crept into an 
oven, (5ver the mouth of which a spider instantly wove its 
web ; so that when the enemies of the Christians inspected the 
premises, they passed by the oven, with the remark, that no 
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one could have beeu there for some days. So easily can the 
blessed God devise means for the safety of his serrants ! 

Providence, Key. B. Gilpin. — ^When this zealous minister 
was on his way to London, to be tried before the popish party, 
he broke his leg by a fall, which put a stop for some time to 
his journey. The person in whose custody he was, took 
occasion from this circumstance to retort upod him an obser- 
vation he used frequently to make, '^ Tliat nothing happens 
to the people of God but what is intended for their good;" 
asking him, ^' whether he thought his broken leg was so." 
He answered meekly, ^^ I 'make no question but it is." And 
so it proved ; for before he was able to travel, Queen Mary 
died. 

Pbovidencb, Rev. J. Brown. — ^^ No doubt," said the late 
Bev. J. Brown, of Haddington, ^' I have met with trials as 
well as others: yet so kind has God been to me, that I think, 
if he were to give me as many years as I have already lived 
in the world, I should not desire one single circumstance in 
my lot changed, except that I wish I had less sin. It might 
be written on my cofl^, ' Here lies one of the cares of provi- 
dence, who early wanted both father and mother, and yet 
never missed them.' " 

Pbovidencb, Rev. J. Newton. — The kindness of divine 
providence was frequently shown in a very striking manner 
to this eminent man. While a thcAghtless youth, he had 
agreed to accompany a playfellow, on a Sabbathrday, on board 
a man-of-war. He arrived, however, too late ; the boat was 
overset, and his companion, with several others, was drowned. 
At another time, having engaged in drinking with a part of 
the crew, while sailing in the river Gaboon, he proposed that 
they should drink &om a large shell which supplied the place 
of a glass. He proposed the first toast, which was an impre- 
cation on the man who should first leave off drinking. 
Maddened with the ardent spirits, he soon began to dance 
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aboat the deck ; and while thus diverting his companions, his 
hat blew overboard. By moonlight he saw the ship's boat, 
and imagined it was within reach, though it was perhaps 
twenty feet from him. He ^threw himself over the vessel, 
and in another moment would have plunged into the water, 
had not some one caught hold of his clothes and pulled him 
back. This, he says, was an amazing escape, for he could 
not swim, even when sober ; the tide ran very strong, his 
companions were too intoxicated to have saved him, and the 
rest of the ship's company were asleep. So near was he, to 
all appearance, of perishing in that dreadful condition, and 
sinking into eternity imder the weight of his own curse. One 
instance more we will refer to. After his reformation, he 
was very remarkable for his punctuality. He would often 
sit with his watch in his hand, lest he should fail in keeping 
his next engagement. One day, while he was tide-surveyor 
in the port of Liverpool, some business had detained him, so 
that he came to his boat much later than usual, to the sur- 
prise of those who had observed his former punctuality. He 
went out in the boat as heretofore to inspect a ship, but she 
blew up just before he reached her. Had he left the shore a 
few minutes sooner, he must have perished with the rest on 
board. < 

Providence, Rev, R. Cecil. — On one occasion, when Cecil 
had to go from London into the country, he was obliged to 
pass a lonely common after dark. On this common he met a 
man on horseback, who appeared to be intoxicated, and ready 
to fall from his horse at every step. Mr. Cecil called to him 
and warned him of his danger, which the man disregarding, 
he rode up to him in order to prevent his falling, when the 
man immediately seized the reins of his horse. Mr. Cecfl 
perceiving he was in bad hands, endeavored to break away; 
on which the man threatened to knock him down if he 
repeated the attempt. Three other men on horseback 
immediately rode up, placing Mr. Cecil in the midst of them. 
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On perceiving his danger, it struck him, ^^ Here is an occasion 
for faith! '' and that gracious direction also occurred to him, 
" Call upon me in the time of trouble : I will deliver thee," 
Psalms 1. 15. He secretly lifted up his heart to God, entreat- 
ing the deliverance which he alone could efifect. One. of the 
men, who seemed to be the captain of the gang, asked him 
who he was, and whither he wsjs going. Mr. Cecil here 
recurred to a principle, to which his mind was habituated, 
that '^nothing needs a lie;" he therefore told them very 
firanklj his name, and whither he was going: the leader said, 
'^ Sir, I know you, and have heard you preach : let the gentle* 
man's horse 'go: we wish you good-night." Mr. Cecil had 
about him sixteen pounds, which he had been to town to 
receive, and which, at tha\; time, wsks to him a large sum. 

PBOVinENCE, AND PRater. — A Credible historian informs 
us, that, about one hundred and fifty years ago, there was an 
earthquake in Switzerland, which precipitated part of a 
mountain upon a village that stood beneath it, and crushed 
every house and inhabitant to atoms, except the comer of 
one cottage, where the master of the housQ and his poor 
family were together praying unto God. 

Providence, PABTicuLAR.-^There is a Jewish tradition, 
concerning Moses, which so beautifully illustrates this point 
as to be worthy of universal notice : for though merely a 
fable, it is not on that account less instructive. That great 
prophet, says one of the rabbins, was once called by Qod to 
the top of a high mountain, and there permitted to propose 
any questions he pleased concerning the government of the 
universe. In the midst of one of his inquiries as to provi- 
dence, he was directed to look down upon the plain below, 
where was a clear spring of water. At this spring a soldier 
had alighted from his horse to drink. No sooner had he 
satisfied his thirst and gone, than a little boy came to the 
same place, and finding a purse the soldier had dropped, 
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picked it up and went away. Sooc^ after, there came an 
infirm old man, with hoary hairs, and weary with age and 
traveling, who, having quenched his thirst, sat down for rest 
and refreshment hy the side of the spring. The soldier hy 
this time had missed his purse, and returning, demands it of 
the old man, who affirms he had not seen it, and appeals to 
heaven to attest his innocence and the truth of his assertion. 
The soldier, not believing his assertions, kills him on the spot. 
Moses falls on his face in horror and amazement, that such 
an event should be permitted by God, when the divine voice 
thus prevents his expostulation : ^^ Be not surprised, Moses, 
that the Judge of all the earth should suffer this to come 
to pass. To you. there appears no reason why that child 
should be the occasion of that old man's blood being spilled ; 
but know, that that same old man, years ago, was the mur- 
derer of that child's father!^' And so in every dispensation 
of providence, there is some wise design ; and in every one 
the Judge vf all the earth will do right. 

Providencb, Singular. — ^Tho Rev. Dr. Bedell relates, that 
while Bishop Chase, of Ohio, was at the house of a Mr. Beck, 
in Philadelphia, he received a package from Dr. Ward, the 
Bishop of Sodor and Man, making inqiiiries relating to 
certain property in America, of which some old person in his 
'diocese was the heir. The letter had gone to Ohio, followed 
him to Washington, then to Philadelphia, and found him at 
Mr. Beck's : when he read it to Mr. Beck, the latter was in 
amazement, and said, '^ Bishop Chase, I am the only man in 
the world who can give you information. I have the deeds 
in my possession, and have had them forty-three years, not 
knowing what to do with them, or where any heirs were to 
be found."' How wonderful, that the application should 
have been made to Bishop Chase, and he not in Ohio, but a 
* guest in the house of the only man who possessed any infor- 
mation on the subject! 
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. PcvcTtTALiTT. — A. committee of eight gentlemen had been 
appointed to meet at twelve o'clock. Seven of them were 
punctual ; but the eighth came bustlmg in with apologies for ' 
being a quarter of an hour behind the time. ^^ Tlie time," 
said he, '' passed away without mj being aware of it. I had 
no idea it was so late." A Quaker present said, '' Friend, 
I am not sure that we should admit thy apology. It were a 
matter of regret that thou shouldst have wasted thine own 
quarter of an hoxur, but there are seven besides thyself whose 
time thou hast also consumed, amoiinting in the whole to. two 
hours, and one-eighth of it only was thine own property,^* 

PuNCTUALiTT, AN Old Saying IMPROVED. — " You are rather 
late this morning, William," said good Mr. Risewiththesun 
to a laggard apprentice who came at a late hour., " Yes, sir ; 
but * better late than never ' is an old saying," replied William. 
" Better never latey^ said the master, " is an axiom of far 
more worth, though it may not be so old." 

PuNCTUAUTT, JoHN Wesley. — ^The diligence of Mr. Wesley 
in redeeming time has been often noticed ; but it is scarcely 
possible, for those who were not intimate with him, to have a 
just idea of his faithfulness in this respect. In many things 
he was gentle, and easy to be entreated ; in this, decided and 
inexorable. One day, his chaise was delayed beyond the 
appointed time. He had put up his papers, and left the 
apartment. While waiting at the door, he was heard to say, 
by one that stood near him, " I have lost ten minutes for- 
ever." 

PuNcrruALiTT, LoBD Nelson. — ^When Nelson was leaving 
London, on his last expedition against the enemy, a quantity 
of fomiture was ordered to be sent on board his ship. He 
had a farewell dinner-party at his house; and the upholsterer 
having waited upon his lordship, stated to him that everything 
was finished and packed, and would go in the wagon, from a 
certain inn, at six o'clock. ^^ And you go to the inn, Mr. A., 
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and see them off?" "I shall, my lord; I shall be there 
punctually at six." ^^ A quarter before six, Mr. A./' returned 
Lord Nelson; ^^be there a quarter before six: to that quarter 
of an hour I owe everything in life." 

PuNCTUALrrr, Melangthon. — ^It is said of Melancthon, the 
celebrated reformer, and colleague of Martin Luther, that 
when he made an appointment, he expected not only the 
hour, but the minute to be fixed, that the day might not run 
out in the idleness of suspense. 

PuNcrruALiTY, Rev. Samuel Bbeweb. — ^The late Rev. Sam- 
uel Brewer, was distinguished through life for punctuality. 
When a youth in college, he was never known to be a minute 
behind time in attending the lectures of the tutors, or the 
fiunily prayers, at which the young men who boarded in 
private families were expected to assemble. One morning, 
the students were assembled : the clock struck seven, and dl 
rose up for prayer ; but the tutor, observing that Mr. Brewer 
was not present, paused awhile. Seeing him enter the room, 
he thus addressed him: '^ Sir, the clock has struck, and we 
were ready to begin ; but, as you were absent, we supposed 
the clock was too fast, and therefore waited." The clock was 
actually too fast by some minutes. 

PuNCTUALiTT, WASHINGTON. — ^It is said of Washington, 
that once when his secretary was late at some appointment, 
and excused himself by saying that his watch had deceived 
him, he replied, " You will be obliged to get another watch, 
or I another secretary." 
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; UABRELING.— Aiistippus and 
^^Jsf^hmes having quarreled, tho for- 
mic came to the latter and sud, 
"?liall we not be friends again?" 
"Yl's," he replied, "with all my 
hcLirt." " But remember." said Aris- 
Hiipinis, " tliat I, being older than you, do make 
1 first imiiiim." "Yes," replied j£!schino8, 
" and therefore I conclude that you are the worthiest man ; 
for I began tiie strife, but you began the peace." 

QUABBEI3, HOW TO PBETENT. — ^The late BeT. J. Clark vas 
a man of peace. He was asked one day by a friend, how he 
kept himself from being inTolved in quarrels. He answered, 
"By letting the angry person always have the quarrel to 
himself." This saying seems to have had some influence on 
the inhabitants of his town; for, when a quarrel has been 
likely to ensue, they have said, " Come, let us remember old 
Mr. Clark, and leave the angry man to quarrel by himself." 
If this maxim were followed, it would be a vast saving of 
expense, of comfort, and of honor, to thousands of the human 
race. 

QUABREI^, THE SouRCB OF. — "Quarrels," says Bochefou- 
cault, " would never last long, if the fault was only on one 
ride." 

Qdakreib, what mat be expected fbom.— " He that blows 
the coals in quarrels," says Franklin, " has no right to com- 
plain if the sparks fly in hia face." 

QoEsnoN, THE MOOT IMPORTANT. — ^A young man, who had 
graduated at one of our colleges, and was celebrated for hia 
literary attainments, particularly his knowled^ of mathe- 
matics, settled in a viU^e where a Mthful minister of the 
gospel was stationed. It was not long before the dergymaa 
18 
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met with him in one of his evening walks, and after some 
oonversation, as they were about to part, addressed himtas 
follows: ^^I have heard you are celebrated for your mathe- 
matical skill: I have a problem which I wish you to solve." 
*^ What is it ? " eagerly inquired the yoimg man. The clei^- 
man answered, with a solemn tone of voice, ^^ What shall it 
profit a man, if he shall gain the whole world, and lose his 
own soul ? " The youth returned home, and endeavored to 
shake off the impression fastened on him by the problem pro- 
posed to him, but in vain. In the giddy round of pleasure, 
in his business, and in his studies, the question still forcibly 
returned to him, '^ What shall it profit a man, if he shall gain 
the whole world, and lose his own soul ? " It finally resulted 
in his conversion, and he became an able advocate and 
preacher of that gospel which he once rejected. 

Questions, the Use of. — One of the most intelligent men 
that ever lived in New England, being asked how he gathered 
his almost unlimited stores of information, replied, ^^ By never 
being ashamed or afraid to ask questions." 
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ASHNESS.— Cotton Mather used to 
^£|:^ say, that there was a gentleman men- 
^ tioned in the nineteenth chapter of 
Acts, to whom he was much indebted. 
I Thia was the town-clerk of Ephesna, 
» whose counsel was to do nothing 
Upon any proposal of consequence, it 
isual with him to say, "Let ub first consult 
■wiih the town-clerk of Ephesua.", What mischief, trouble, 
and sorrow, would be avoided in the world, were the people 
more in the habit of consulting this gentleman. 

Kbason, be Thankful fob. — An individual, as he was 
passing along the streets of London, was accosted by a stran- 
ger with the question, " Did you ever thank God for the use 
of your reason ? " " No," was the reply, " I never thought of 
doing it." "Well, do it quickly," rejoined the stranger, 
"for I have lost mine." For years after reading the account 
of the above occurrence, says one who relates it, I have 
no recollection of ever kneeling in prayer, without rendering 
distiuct and express thanks to the Father of mercies, for the 
continued possession of this inestimable blessing. 

Reason, does God ? — Some one asking, " Does God reason ? " 
the answer was : " No ; for reasoning implies doubt and uucer- 
tunty, so that God can not reason." 

Reason, BHiNiB not bt its own Light. — "Polished steel," 
says John Foster, " will not shine in the dark. No more can 
reason, however refined or cultivated, shine efficaciously, but 
as it reflects the l%ht of divine truth, shed down by revelation 
&om heaven." 

Rebuke, a Sbtebe. — On one occasion, the Rev. A. Fuller, 
when traveling in the mail, was much annoyed by the pro&ne 
conversation of two young men who sat opposite. After a 
time, one of them, obserring his gravity, accosted him with an 
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air of impertmeQce, iaquiriag, in rude and indelicate lai^oi^, 
vhether, on hia arriTal at FOTtanoath, be should not indulge 
himself in a manner evidently corresponding with their own 
vicious intentions. Mr. Fuller, lowering his ample brows, 
and looking the inquirer full in the face, replied in a measured 
and solemn tone, " Sir, I fear God." Scarcely a word was 
uttered during the remainder of the journey. 




^■%^' 







Reindeer Sledoe, or Tbateunq in GREENtuLKD. — The rein- 
deer is swift of foot, sharp-sigbtod, and of acute smell and 
hearing. His flesh supplies the Greenlander with food; while 
the skin, with its thick, warm hfur, affords nAtterial for his 
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tent, his bedding, and his clothing. The bones and antlers, 
or horns, are worked into implements for domestic use, for 
fishing and hunting; and the tendons are q>lit in*to threads 
for various purposes. The speed of the Greenlander on his 
dedge, is said to rival that of the locomotive on our ]:ailroads. 

Recommendations. — ^An upright i*uler asks, what recom- 
mends a man for office ; a corrupt ruler, who ? 

Regret, fob Ebbob. — ^^ Right actions for the future," says 
an author, ^^ are the best apologies for wrong ones in the past; 
the best evidence of regret for them that we can offer, or the 
world receive." 

Religion. — A clergyman having made several attempts to 
reform a profligate, was at length repulsed with, ^^ It is allin 
vain, doctor ; you can not get me to change my religion." ^^ I 
do not want that," replied the good man ; ^^ I wish religion to* 
change you." 

Reugion, above and before all. — ^When a young man 
made a public profession of the gospel, hii; father, greatly 
offended, gave him this advice: ^^ James, you should first get 
yourself established in a good trade, and then think of, and 
determine about religion." ^^ Father," replied he, ** Christ 
advises me very differently ; he says, * Seek ye Jirst the king- 
dom of God.'" 

Religion, Apostasy from. — ^FVancis Spira, an Italian law- 
yer, embraced Christianity; discovered great zeal in its 
difiusion ; and was distinguished for his extensive knowledge 
of the gospel. When he found that he was likely to suffer 
for the sake of Christ, he publicly recanted ; and soon after, 
being sdzed with illness, and having the prospect of death 
before him, he was vidted by several eminent Christians, who 
conversed and prayed with him, but without avail. He died 
in a state of the most awfiil deipair, declaring the impooi- 



tnlity of his finding mercy at the hands of Ood. 
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Beuoion, Dblat in. — Some jean ago, a pious young man 
▼as called to Tisit an aged person, between seventy and 
eighty, who was dangerously ill. He foimd him sitting in an 
ann«chair, supported by pillows. '^My first inquiry," says 
he, ^^ was into the state of his mind ; which I found to be very 
dark and ignorant. I endeavored to direct him to Jesus as 
the way to salvation, and as the perishing sinner's only friend. 
I exhorted him also to prayer ; earnestly entreating him to 
avoid delay in this most important concern. For a few min- 
utes he listened with serious attention, and then suddenly 
burst into a flood of tears, and exdaimed with a loud voice, 
^ Ah! my young friend, had I thought on these things thirty 
or forty years ago, what a happy man might I now have been ; 
but now it is too late ! I am undone forever.' " 

Reuoion, Deliberate Delat of. — ^The Rev. G. Whitefield 
mentions in his journal, that during his first voyage to 
Georgia, the ship's cook was awfully addicted to drinking; 
and when reproved for this and other sins, boasted that he 
would be wicked till within two years of his deaiii, and would 
then reform. He died of an illness, brought on by drinking, 
in six hours. 

Religion, Deliberate Delay of. — ^A friend was once press- 
ing, on a young lady of fifteen, the importance of thinking of 
religion: she replied, she would do so when she was older; 
but added, " I will enjoy the world while I am young." In 
vain did her friend remind her of the uncertainty of life ; she 
appeared displeased, and repeated her resolution. But mark 
the result : in about three weeks after, that friend attended 
her funeral. 

Relkhon, Deliberate Postponeicent of. — ^A gentleman 
called his sons around his dying bed, and gave them the 
following relation : *^ When I was a youth, the Spirit strove 
with me, and seemed to say, ^ Seek religion now;^ but Satan 
suggested the neeessity of waiting till I grew up, because it 
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was incompatible with youthful amusement ; so I resolyed I 
would wait till I grew up to be a man. I did so, and was 
then reminded of my promise to seek religion; but Satan 
again advised me to wait till middle age; for business and a 
yoimg fSEunily demanded all my attention. ^ Yes,' I said, ^ I 
will do so; I will wait till middle age.' I did so; my serious 
impressions left me for some years. They were again 
renewed : conscience reminded me of my promises ; the Spirit 
said, ^Seek religion now;' but then I had less time than 
oyer: Satan advised my waiting till I was old ;• then my chil- 
dren would be settled in business, and I should have nothing 
else to do; I could then give an imdivided attention to it. I 
listened to his suggestion, and the Spirit ceased to strive with 
me. . I have lived to be old, but now I have no desire, as 
formerly, to attend to the concerns of my soul : my heart is 
hardened. I have resisted and quenched the Spirit; now 
there is no hope. Already I feel a hell within, the beginning 
of an eternal misery. I feel the gnawings of that worm that 
never dies. Take warning from my miserable end; seek 
religion now; let nothing tempt you to put off this important 
concern." In a little while he expired. 

Beuoion, Deliberate Postponement of. — ^A thoughtless 
man was taken ill, and sent for the minister of his parish to 
visit him. He then professed to be very penitent; but he 
recovered, and again fell into his evil courses. A second 
time was he ill, and the same promises were held out, but 
never realized. Six times was this the case in the course of 
his life. At length, while engaged in sin, he was cut off 
suddenly, and entered into the eternal world. Reader, 
^^ Uhday^^ hear the voice of God, and harden not thine heart. 

Reuoion, LoflBEB BT. — Near London there dwelt an old 
couple. In early life they had been poor ; but the husband 
became a Christian, and God blessed their industry, so that 
they were living in a oomfortable retirement, when one day a 



280 ANBCDOTBB FOB THE FAMILY. 

fltraager called cm them to ask their subscripti(m to a chftrily* 
The old lady had less religion than her husband, and still 
hankered after some of the Sabbath earnings and easy shil- 
lings which Thomas had forfeited from regard to the law of 
God. So, when the yisitor asked their contributions, she 
interposed and said, ^' Why, sir, we have lost a deal by religion 
since we first began; my husband knows that very well. 
Have we not, Thomas?" After a solemn pause, Thomas 
answered, ^^ Yes, Mary, we have. Before I got religion, I had 
an old slouched hat, a tattered coat, and mended shoes and 
stockings ; but I have lost them long ago. And, Mary, you 
know that, poor as I was, I had a habit of getting drunk and 
quarreling with you ; and that, you know, I have lost. And 
then I had a burdened conscience and a wicked heart, an^ ten 
thousand guilty fears ; but all are lost, comidetely lost, and, 
like a millstone, cast into the deepest sea. And, Mary, you 
have been a loser too, though not so great a loser as myself. 
Before we got religion, Mary, you had a wa^hing-tray, in 
which you washed for hire ; but since then you have lost your 
washing-tray. And you had a gown and bonnet much the 
worse for wear; but you have lost them long ago. And you^ 
had many an aching heart concerning me at times ; but these 
you happily have lost. And I could even wish that you had 
lost as much as I have lost; for what we lose for religion will 
be an everlasting gain." The inventory of losses by religion 
runs thus. A bad character, a guilty conscience, a trouble- 
some temper, sundry evil habits, and a set of wicked compan- 
ions. The inventory of blossings gained by religion, includes 
all that is worth having in time and eternity. 

Reugion, neglected. — ^A minister was called on to visit a 
young lady, who was very ill. She was sitting in her room. 
He asked how she felt. ^' Dying, sir ; I am going," was the 
reply. **If you feel yourself to be dying, how does your 
spirit feel in the prospect of another world 7 " ^^ Not pre^ 
pared," was the answer. He directed her to the Lord Jesus 
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Ghrist, as the Saviour of siimers ; but in a few moments she 
looked around her, reclined her head on his hand, and ahnost 
instantly expired. » 

Religion, neglected. — ^A man, who would enjoy the pleas- 
ures of this world, said, that it was too soon for him to think 
of another world. He was soon after, on a journey, taken ill 
very suddenly, in the middle of the night, at an inn. The 
people there sent for a clergyman. He came, and the dying 
man looking him in the face, before he could speak, said to 
him, *.* Sir, it is too late." The minister said, " Christ is able 
to save to the uttermost," and explained the gospel to him; 
he replied, " Sir, it is too late." The clergyman asked, " Will 
you allow me to pray with you?" His only reply was, " Sir, 
it ii^ too late." He died saying, " It is too late." Oh that all, 
especially the young, may take warning from this fact, and 
seek for salvation before it is too late. 

Reugion, neglected. — ^It is said, of the celebrated Cesar 
Borgia, that in his last moments he exclaimed, ^^ I have pro- 
vided, in the course of my life, for everything except death ; 
and now, alas ! I am to die, although entirely unprepared." 

ReligioIn, neglected. — ^Cardinal Wolsey, having fallen 
under the displeasure of his monarch, made the following sad 
reflection, a little before his death : ^^ Had I but served my 
God as diligently as I have served my king, he would not 
have forsaken me n6w in my gray hairs. But this is theg'ust 
reward that I must receive for my indulgent pains and study, 
not regarding my service to Ood, but only to my prince." 

Religion, not difbessed bt Pabents. — Mr. O. was a resi- 
dent of one of the southern states, a man , of wealth and 
respectability, and enjoying fully the confidence of all, as a 
man of the highest honor and integrity. In his domestic 
relations he was courteous, kind, and dignified. But all his 
high morality was of this world, and not of the gospel. 
Except when visited by his minister or some pious Mend, his 
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^ house knev not the sound of prayer. Religious conversation 
was almost as rare, though usuaUj on the Sabbath he would 
read the Bible, or some religious work. ^A.t the time to which 
the history refers, his eldest son was about eighteen years of 
age, and till then remarkably healthy and athletic, but now 
was yisited by a severe attack of fever. The progress of the 
disease was rapid, and in a comparatively short time fatal 
symptoms were evident. This information was communicated 
to Mr. G., and in the course of the night to his son. He 
received it with surprise, but entire composure. He inquired 
for his father, but hearing he was asleep, chose not to wake 
him. Before day, however, the father was beside the sick 
bed, when a conversation commenced in nearly the following 
words : " Father," said the youth, " the doctors tell me I must 
die; they say they can do no more for me." "I know it." 
"Well, father, I have one, and but one favor to ask you: will 
you grant it?" "I will, my son, if it is possible; ask me 
anything I can do; it shall be done." "Father! I want you 
to kneel down by my bedside, and pray for me." " I can not, 
my son ; I can not." " Do, father, pray for me ! You never 
prayed for me ; pray for me while I can yet hear ! " " I can 
not, my son ; oh, I can not." " Dear father, you never taught 
me to pray to the Lord Jesus, and now I die : you never 
prayed for me — ^this once ! Oh, do not let me die without my 
&ther's prayers." In an agony of weeping, the father rushed 
out of the room. The otherwise kind and indulgent parent 
had thus long neglected his own soul, and also tlie soul of 
that beloved son, and now could not find a heart to grant his 
dying request, for one father's prayer to the Father of mercies. 
Would that parents would remember they must meet their 
children in the judgment. Would they could be induced to 
ask themselves, whether they can calmly determine to part 
with their children in death, without having led them to the 
throne of mercy. 
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Beuoion, not DfPREBSED BY Pabents. — ^A yoiing lady, about 
twenty^ had been bom to a rich inheritance, and was the only 
child of parents who were exceedingly fond of her. Nothing 
was spared to make her education, as a lady of fieishion, com- 
plete ; but dress was the idol of the mother's heart. The 
daughter was gay, and answered all the mother's hopes in 
making a display in the fashionable world. But the hour of 
sickness came : it was .a dreadful hour, for it was the termi- 
nation of all her hopes. The minister was called in. He 
talked of death, judgment, and eternity. She had never 
heard such, language addressed to her, and she trembled. In 
the dying hour, she called for some of her fine clothes. 
When they were brought, she looked up to her mother, and 
said, ^^ These have ruined me. You never told me I must 
die. You taught, me that my errand into this world was to 
be gay and dressy, and to enjoy the vanities of life. What 
could you mean ? You knew I must die and go to judgment. 
You never told me to read the Bible, or to go to church, 
unless to make a display of some new finery. Mother, you 
have ruined me. Take them away, and keep them m a 
remembrance of your sin, and my sad end." She died in a 
few moments after. 

Reugion, opposed by a Pabent. — ^The late Eev. Dr. Henry, 
of Charleston, states, that an accomplished and amiable young 

woman, in the town of , had been deeply affected by a# 

sense of her spiritual danger. She was the only child of a 
fond and affectionate parent. The deep depression which 
accompanied her discovery of her state as a sinner, awakened 
all the jealousies of the father. He dreaded the loss of that 
sprightliness and vivacity which constituted the life of his 
domestic circle ; while he foresaw, or thought he foresaw, an 
encroachment on the hitherto imbroken tranquiUity of a 
deceived heart. Efforts were made to remove the cause of 
disquietude ; but they were such efforts as unsanctified wisdom 
directed. The Bible, at last — oh, how little may a parent 
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know fhe fiur reaching of the deed, when he snatches the 
word of life from the hand of a child! — the Bible and other 
books of religion, were removed from her possession ; and 
their place was sappUed with works of fiction. An excursion 
of pleasure was proposed, and declined. An offer of gayer 
amusement was likewise refused. Promises, remonstrances 
and threatenings followed. But the father's infatuated pei^ 
severance, at last, brought compliance. The sad end was 
accomplished. All thoughts of piety,, and all concern for the 
immortal future, vanished together. But, oh ! how, in less 
than a year, was the gaudy deception exploded! The fasci- 
nating and gay L. M. was prostrated by a fever that bade 
defiance to medical skill. The approach of Death was 
unequivocal ; and the countenance of every attendant fell, as 
if they had heard the flight of his arrow. The glazing eye 
was dim in hopelessness ; and yet there seemed a something 
in its expiring rays, that told reproof, and tenderness, and 
terror, in the same glance. And that voice, its tone was still 
decided, but sepulchral : *^ My father ! last year I would have 
sought the Redeemer. Par— ther, your child is — " Eter- 
nity heard the remainder of the sentence ; for it was not 
uttered in time. The wretched survivor now saw before him 
the fruit of a disorder, whose seeds had been sown when his 
delighted glance followed the steps of his idol in the maze of 
a dance. Oh, how often, when I have witnessed a parent 
Danishing the thoughts of eternity, have I dwelt on that 
expression which seemed the last reflection from a season 
of departed hope, ^^Last year I would have sought the 
Redeemer ! " 

Religion, thb Best Definhion of. — ^^ Whatever definitions 
men have given of religion," says Cecil, ^^ I find none so 
accurately descriptive of it as this : that it is such a belief of 
the BiblCy xts maintains a livings if^uence on the heart and 
Ufe:' 
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Bbuoion, the Ohbistian. — ^'^The great comprehenfliTe 
truths," says President Qiiincy, "written in letters of living 
light on every page of our history, are these. Human happi- 
ness has no perfect security but freedom ; freedom, none but 
virtue; virtue, none but knowledge; and neither freedom nor 
virtue has any vigor or immortal hope, except in the prin- 
ciples of the Christian faith, and in the sanctions of the 
Christian religion." 

Beugion, the Power op. — ^The Eev. Mr. Symes, a Christian 
missionary in India, some time ago baptized a soldier who 
had been a noted prize-fighter, eminent in the ring in England, 
a powerful, lion-looking, lion-hearted man. With one blow 
he could level a strong man to the ground. He was the 
terror of many in* the regiment. That man, to use his own 
phrase, " sauntered into Mr. Symes's chapel," and heard the 
gospel, and was alarmed. He returned again and again, and 
at last Ifght broke in upon his mind, and he became a new 
creature* The change in such a character was, of course, 
marked and decisive: the lion was changed into a lamb. 
Two months after that, in the mess-room, some of those who 
stood in awe of him before, began to ridicule him. One of 
them said, " I'll put it to the test whether he is a Christian 
or not;" and taking a basin of hot soup, he threw it into his 
breast. The whole company gazed, in breathless silence, 
expecting that the lion would have started up, and murdered 
him on the spot; but, after he had torn open his waistcoat, 
and wiped his scalded breast, he calmly turned round, and 
said, "This is what I must expect: if I become a Christian, 
I must suffer persecution." His comrades were filled with 
astonishment. 

Beligion, the SpfiUT OF. — ^A few poor Cherokee women, 
who had been converted to Christianity, formed themselves 
into a society for the propagation of the gospel, which had 
flow become so dear to them. The produce <^ the first year 
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was about ten dollars, and the question was, to what imme- 
diate object this shguld be applied ? At length a poor woman 
proposed that it should be given to promote the circulation 
of the gospel in the Osage nation : ^^ For,'' said she, '^ the 
Bible tells us to do good to our enemies, and I believe the 
Osages are the greatest enemies the Gherokees have." 

Religion, the Spibft of. — A slave in one of the islands of 
the West Indies, who had originally come from Africa, having 
been brought under the influence of religious instruction, 
became singularly valuable to his owner, on account of his 
integrity and general good conduct. After some time his 
master raised him to a situation of some consequence in the 
management of his estate. His owner on one occasion, wish- 
ing to purchase twenty additional slaves, employed him to 
make the selection, giving him instruction to choose those 
who were strong and likely to make good workmen. The 
man went to the slave-market, and commenced his scrutiny. 
He had not long surveyed the multitude offered for sale, 
before he fixed his eye upon one old and decrepit slave, and 
told his master that he must be one. The master appeased 
greatly surprised at his choice, and remonstrated against it. 
The poor fellow begged that he might be indulged ; when the 
dealer remarked, that if they were about to buy twenty, he 
would give them the old man into the bargain. The purchase 
was accordingly made, and the slaves were conducted to the 
plantation of their new mastery but upon none did the 
selector bestow half the attention and care he did upon the 
poor old decrepit African. He took him to his own habita- 
tion, and laid him upon his own bed: he fed him at his own 
table, and gave him drink out of his own cup: when he was 
cold, he carried him into the sunshine ; and when he was hot, 
he placed him under the shade of the cocoa-nut trees. Aston- 
ished at the attention this confidential slave bestowed upon a 
fellow-slave, his master interrogated him upon the subject. 
He said, ^* You could not take so intense an interest in the 



ANECDOTES FOB THE FAMILY. 287 

old man, but for some special reason: he is a relation of 
yours, perhaps your father?" "No, massa," answered the 
poor fellow, "he no my fieder!" "He is then an elder 
brother?" "Nomassa, he no my brother!" "Then he is 
an uncle, or some other relation?" "No, massa,*he no be 
of my kindred at all, nor even my friend." "Then," asked 
the master, "on what account does he excite your interest?" 
"He my enemy, massa," replied the slave: "he sold me to 
the slave-dealer; and my Bible tell me, when my enemy 
hunger, feed him; and when he thirst, give him drink." 

Remedy, a New One. — ^A lawyer being much indisposed in 
court, told the witty Erskine that he had a violent pain in his 
bowels for which he could get no relief. " I'll give you an 
infjEtllible remedy," said the other ; " get you appointed attor- 
ney-generaly and then you'll have no bowels.^*- 

Remobse. — Wheh John Randolph was near his end. Dr. 

and his servant were sitting near him, when rising as if 

&om sleep, and fixing his keen eyes upon the doctor, he said 
sharply, " Remorse ; " and then louder, ^^ Remorse; " and then, 
at the very top of his voice, " Remorse ! " He then said, " Let 
me see the word ; " and the doctor not understanding him, and 
saying nothing, he repeated with, " Let me see it, show it to 
me in the dictionary ! " Being told there was no dictionary 
in the room, he cried out, " Write it then.^' And the doctor 
writing it on a card, handed it to him. He seized it, held it 
to his eyes with great earnestness, and as he gazed upon it 
seemed much agitated, and said " Write it on the other side." 
The doctor did so, in larger letters. And as the dying man 
again gazed on it, he exclaimed, "Remorse, remorse — ^you 
don't kn*ow what it means — ^you don't know what it means ! " 
" But," he added presently, " I cast myself on the Lord Jesus 
Christ for mercy ! " 

Repentance, pays no Debts. — ^A lady being visited with a * 
violent disorder, was under the necessity of calling medical 
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assistance. Her physician was very latitadinarian in Ub 
notions, and endeavpred to persuade his patient to adopt his 
creed as well as take his medicine. He insisted with much 
dogmatism that repentance and reformation were all that 
either Qod or man could justly demand, and denied the &ct 
or necessity of an atonement hy the su£ferings of the Son of 
Qod. The lady had not so learned Christ; she adopted his 
prescriptions, but rejected his creed. On her recovery she 
invited the doctor to tea, and requested him to make out his 
bill. The tesrtable being removed, she observed, " My long 
illness has occasioned you many journeys, and I suppose you 
have procured my medicines at considerable expense." The 
doctor replied that " good drugs were expensive." Upon this 
she observed, " I am extremely sorry that I have put you to 
so much trouble and expense, and also promise that on any 
future illness I will never trouble you again. So you see I 
both repent cmd reform, and that is all you require." The 
doctor shrugged his shoulders, and remarked, " That will not 
do for me .'" "The words of the wise are as goads." 

Bepboof, of a Bishop. — On one occasion, his majesty 
George HI. was engaged in conversation with a pious man, 
on the subject of religion, which, after some persuasion fix)m 
the king, he defined in a very clear and evangelical manner. 
A bishop happened to be present, whose preaching was entirely 
of a moral cast, but never pointed to a Saviour, to whom his 
majesty gave this reproof: "There, my lord, you never tell 
us these things." 

Bepboof, op Laziness. — ^A man whom Dr. Johnson reproved 
for following a useless and demoralizing business, said in 
excuse, " You know, doctor, that I must live." To this the 
brave old hater of everything mean and hateful, coolly replied, 
that " he did not see the least necessity of that." 

BsstONATiON. — ^In a town in Massachusetts, there is a young 
mm of fine talents and capabilities for active life, who for 
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years has been a cripple, paralytic, and. so helpless that he 
would starve if left alone. A friend was commiserating his 
condition, when with deep earnestness he exclaimed, as he 
slowly raised his withered hand, '^ God makes no mistakes^ 
How noble the sentiment! ^^ Shall not the Judge of all the 
earth do right?" Is not this the spirit of true and devoted 
piety? 

RESPONSiBiLrrY. — ^Adalbert, who lived in tlie tenth century, 
was appointed Archbishop of Prague. This preferment 
seemed to give him so little satisfaction, that he was never 
seen to smile afterward ; and on being asked the reason, he 
replied, ^^ It is an easy thing to wear a miter and a cross, but 
an awful thing to give an account of a bishopric before the 
Judge of the quick and dead." 

Rbsponsibiuty, to God. — ^^ I want you to tell me," said a 
gentleman to the late distinguished Mr. Webster, '^what is 
the most important thought that ever occupied your mind?" 
"The most important thought that ever occupied my mind," 
said Mr. Webster, with the deepest seriousness, " was that of 
my individual responsibility to God.** 

RESTrrunoN, Pbompt. — ^A gentleman of rank, who had 
wronged a poor widow, was ordered by Sir Thomas More, 
when lord chancellor, forthwith to make restitution of the 
property with the costs of the stiit. " I hope then," said he, 
"that your lordship will grant me a long day to pay it." "I 
will," said the high-minded chancellor. " Monday next is 
the longest day of the whole year; pay it then, without fail, 
to the one you have wronged, or I will instantly commit you 
to prison." 

Revenge, why not taken. — Sir Walter Raleigh, a man of 

known courage and honor, being very injuriously treated by 

a hotrheaded, rash youth, who proceeded to challenge him, 

and, on his refusal, spat in his face, and that too in public; 

the knight, taking out his handkerchief with great calmness^ 

19 
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made him only this reply : " Toang man, if I could as eariiy 
wipe your blood from my conscience as I can this injory from 
my fece, I would this moment take away your life." The 
yonth, with a strong sense of his improper behavior, fell on 
hiB knees, and begged forgiveness. 




I 



Rhini;, Bridge over the. — The frail foot-bridge over the 
Bhine, represented in the cut, is near the village of Savers. 
The loud roar of the torrent is beard from beneath, while the 
, lofty mountains, with their tempestrtossed pines, and the deep 
defile through which the waters course their way, present a 
spectacle of the sublime and beautiful, rarely equaled. Frail 
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as is the footing beneath him, the traveler pauses midway 
upon it, to gaze on the splendors of the scene. 

Beviuno. — ^During the war between Alexander and Darius, 
a soldier in the army of Ihe latter thought to ingratiate him- 
self with Menmon, the Persian general, by uttering severe 
invectiyes against Alexander, to whom Memnon, rebuking 
him, said, " Fellow, I pay you to fght Alexander, not to revile 
him." 

BmiouLE. — ^A poor man, who had heard the preaching of 
the gospel, and to whom it had been greatly blessed, was the 
subject of much profSane jesting and ridicule among his fellow- 
workmen and neighbors. On being asked if these daily 
persecutions did not sometimes make him ready to give up 
his profSession of attachment to divine truth, he replied, "No! 
I recollect that our good minister once said in his sermon, 
that if we were so foolish as to permit such people to laugh 
us out of our religion, till at last we dropped into hell, they 
could not laugh us out again." 

Rich enough, when. — ^When I was yotmg, an old gentle- 
man asked me, " When is a person rich enough ? " I replied, 
" When he has a thousand pounds." " No." " When he has 
ten thousand ? " I asked. " No." " When then ? " « When 
he has a little more than he has got, and that is never." So 
it too often is. If we once allow the beginnings of a covetous 
spirit, our desires will always keep in advance of our posses- 
sions. He only is truly rich who is truly contented. 

Sigh Men, theib Heirs. — ^An old woman who showed the 
house and pictures at T., in England, used to say to every 
visitor, as they passed through a certain room, "That is Sir 
Bobert F.: he took care of his estate; built this house, 
and paid for it; saved money, and died rich. And that is his 
son : he was made a lord ; took a place at court ; lived extrav- 
agantly; spent his estate, and died a beggar!" A striking 
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account of what is often witnessed in the world ! ^' He layeth 
up riches, and knoweth not who shall gather them." 

Riches and Poyebtt. — Some one being asked when a man 
could be said to be rich, and when poor, replied: ^^He is rich 
whose income is more than his expenses; and he is poor, 
whose expenses exceed his income." 

Rising, Early. — The celebrated Dr. Doddridge mentions, 
in his Family Expositor, that to his habit of early rising, the 
world is indebted for nearly the whole of his valuable ^orks. 
Sir Thomas More remarks, in his preface to the Utopia, that 
he completed the work by stealing time from hh sleep and 
meals. He made it his invariable practice to rise at four. 
The well-known Bishop Burnet was an habitual early riser. 
When at college, his father aroused him to his studies, every 
morning, at four o'clock; and he continued the practice 
during the remainder of his life. Volumes might be filled 
with the names of other early risers. Bishop Jewell rose 
regularly at four ; the learned lawyer and pious Christian, 
Sir Matthew Hale, studied sixteen hours every day, and was 
an early riser; Dr. Parkhurst, the philologist, rose regularly 
at five in summer, and six in the winter; and, in the latter 
season, he made his own fire. Among the ancients. Homer, 
Horace, and Yirgil, and many other poets, might also be 
mentioned, were we disposed to swell our list, wliich is 
already, we think, sufficiently copious. The celebrated Lord 
Coke wrote the subjoined distich, which he religiously ob- 
served, in the distribution of time : 

Six honn to sleep; to law's great stady six; 
Four spend in prayer; the rest on natore fix. 

But Sir William Jones, a wiser economist of the fleeting 
hour8'x)f life, amended the sentiment in tlie following lines: 

Seven hours to law; to soothing slumber seven; 
, Ten to the world allot ; and all to heaven. > 
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RiBiNO, Eablt. — ^'^I spent," says Dr. Paley, when giving an 
account of the early part of his life at college, '' the first two 
years of my undergraduateship happily, but unprofitably. I 
was constantly in society, where we were not immoral, but 
idle and expensive. At the commencement of the third year, 
after having left the usual party at a late hour, I was awak- 
ened at five in the morning, by one of my companions, who 
stood^at my bedside, and said, ' Paley, I have been thinking 
what a fool you are. I could do nothing, probably, if I were 
to try ; and I could afibrd the indolent life you lead. You 
could do everything, and can not afibrd it. I have had no 
sleep during the whole night, on account of these reflections^ 
and am now come solemnly to inform you, that if you persist 
in your indolence, I must renounce your society.' I was so 
struck with the visit and the visitor, that I lay in bed great 
part of the day, and formed my plan. I ordered my bed- 
maker to lay my fire every evening, in order that it might be 
lighted by myself. I arose at five, read during the whole 
day, took supper at nine, went to bed, and continued the 
practice up to this hour." He became a great man. 

Rising, Late. — ^The late distinguished Judge Story, who 
was famous for sleeping till quite late in the day, beuig asked 
how it was, that while all distinguished men were early risers, 
he was just the reverse, replied, " It is far better to rise late, 
and then be wide awake, than to rise early, and be half asleep 
all day.". 

Romanism and Protestantism, the Medium between. — ^At 
a meeting in Liverpool, the Rev. Hugh McNeile told the fol- 
lowing story. A child was taken to one of the union work- 
houses, but, as its parents could not be found, no one could 
tell what religion it was of. A debate arose whether it should 
be entered as a Protestant or as a Roman Catholic. While 
they were debating, the priest came in, and on being informed 
of the difficulty, "Whew," said he, "split the difference, and 
enter it as a Puseyite." 
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KocK OP THE PiLORnis, AT Plymodth. — The rock at Plym. 
outh, on which our forefathers laodod on their first arrival in 
America, is still in the same place in which it stood when thej 
first stepped upon it; and is pointed out to every visitor, as 
the " Pilgrim Rock," or the " Plymouth Rock," or the " Rock 
of the I^lgrims." It is a hard kind of eienitic granite, of a 
dark gray color. The portion of the rock seen in the cut, 
and inclosed by tlte iron railing, is a piece of the original 
rock, which has been removed to the front of Pilgrim Hall, 
which was erected, as e monumental edifice, on land oncia 
belonging to Governor Bradford. The part of the rock at the 
water's edge, is about six feet and a half in diameter. 
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^ABBATH, ITS REST NEEDFUL 
I FOR HEALTH.— A distinguished 
I merchant ODce remarked to Dr. Ed- 
i irards, " If it liad not been for the 
I rest of the Sabbath, I should have 
i*beeu a maniac long ago." This 
mentioned in a company of merchants, 

;it once said, "There is Mr, , wlio 

Tras one of our lai^st importers, and who never rested from 
Mb business on the Sabbath. He has been, in the insane 
hospital for years, and will probably die there." And so 
niunerous are such cases, that a British writer remarks: 
" We never knew a man work seven days in a week, who did 
not kill himself, or kill his mind." 

Sabbath, the, and Jenny Lind. — When Jenny Lind was 
last at Stockholm, she was requceted to sing on tlie Sabbath, 
at -the king's palace, on the season of some great but not 
rehgious festival. She refused, and the king called personally 
upon her — ^in itself a high honor — and as her sovereign ann- 
manded her attendance. Her reply was worthy of herself; 
" There is a higher king, sire, to whom I owe my first allegi- 
ance ; " and she peremptorily refused to be present. God be 
praised for her pure and excellent example! 

SiBBATH, THE, AND JoHN Neuon. — Mr. John Nelson, a 
Uethodist preacher, being once desired to work at the 
exchequer on the Lord's day, on the ground that the king's 
business required haste, and that it was common to work on 
the Sunday for his m^esty, when anythii^ was nearly com- 
pleted, boldly declared that he would not work upon the 
Sabbath for any man in England, except it were to quench 
fire, or something that required immediate help. " Religion," 
Bud the foreman, " has made you a rebel against the king." 
"No, sir," he replied, "it has made me a better subject than 
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ever I was. The greatest enemies the king has, are Sabbath- 
breakers, swearers, drunkards and whoremongers ; for thes^ 
pull down Ood's judgments both upon king and cotmtry." 
He was told that he should lose his employment if he would 
not obey his orders: his answer was, ^^I would rather want 
bread than offend God." The foreman swore that he would 
be as mad as Whitefield if he went on. ^' What hast thou 
done," said he, '' that thou needest make so much ado about 
salyation ? I always took thee to be as honest a man as I 
have in the work, and would have trusted thee with five 
hundred pounds." " So you might," answered Nelson, " and 
not have lost one penny by me." " I have a worse opinion 
of thee now," said the foreman. "Master," rejoined he, "I 
have the odds of you ; for I have a much worse opinion of 
myself than you can have." The issue, however, was, that 
the work was not pursued on the Sabbath ; and Nelson rose 
in the good opinion of his employer, for having shown a sense 
of his duty as a Christian. 

Sabbath, the, and Judge Hale. — ^That great man, Sir 
Matthew Hale, in writing to his children on the duties they 
were called to observe, thus speaks of the Sabbath : " I have 
by long and soxmd experience found, that the due observance 
of this day and the duties of it, hath been of singular comfort 
and advantage to me. The observance of this day hath ever 
had joined to it a blessing upon the rest of my time ; and the 
week that hath been so begun, hath been blessed and pros- 
pered to me; and on the other side, when I have been 
negligent of the duties of this day, the rest of the week has 
been unsuccessful and unhappy to my own secular employ* 
ments; so that I could easily make an estimate of mjr 
successes the week following, by the manner of my passing 
this day. And this I do not write lightly or inconsiderately, 
but upon a long and sound observation and experience." 

Sabbath, the, and Mb. Kilpin. — ^The father of the Rev. S. 
Kilpin, of Exeter, was an ironmonger, and kept a general 
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retail shop in that line. A nohleman in the neighborhood 
was among his best customers. One Lord's day morning, the 
steward came to the house, and said, with an insolent sneer, 
"Are you afraid of the devil, Mr. Kilpin?'' "No," replied 
the good man, "I am not." "Will you then sell me some 
articles to-day ? " " No, I will not ; it is the Sabbath-day, and 
the God of the Sabbath I love and fear. To-morrow I shall 
feel much obliged by executing his lordship's orders." " Very 
well, if you will not serve me to-day, you shall not to-morrow, 
or on any other day." The steward then retired in a violent 
rage. This scene was never forgotten by the young family 
group; and it is pleasing to b^ able to add, that the nobleman 
increased his favors when told of the circumstance. 

Sabbath, the, and Voltaire. — ^Voltaire, the champion of 
infidelity, once remarked, that " there was no hope of destroy- 
ing tlie Christian religion, so long as the Christian Sabbath 
was acknowledged, and kept by man as a sacred day." 

Sabbath, the, and Washington. — Washington was once 
traveling in Connecticut, and was unable, on account of the 
bad state of the roads, to reach the town where he intended 
to spend the Sabbath, till the morning of that 4^y. When he 
was about to proceed, at sunrise, from the village where he 
had slept, a public officer approached the carriage, to inquire 
if there was any urgent reason for his traveling on that day. 
Washington, instead of being offended, commended the officer, 
explained the circumstances, and assured him that it was far 
from his intention to treat the law of Ood, or the custom of 
the state, with disrespect. 

Sabbath, the, in Scotland. — ^Many anecdotes are related, 
illustrative of the veneration with which the Sabbath is 
regarded in Scotland, one of which narrates, that a geologist, 
while in the country, and having his pocket-hammer with 
him, took it out and was chipping the rock on the way-side 
for examination. His proceedings did not escape the quick 
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eye and ready tongue of an old Scotch woman. ^^ What aie 
you doing there, man?'' ^' Don't you see? I'm breaking a 
stone." ^'Y'are doing mair than that: y'are breaking the 
Sabbath." 

Sabbath-breaker, the, not to be trusted. — ^''If you are 
not afraid of Ood, I am afraid of you," said a merchant, as 
he passed a counting-room on the Sabbath, and saw it open. 
The next day he refused to sell his produce to the Sabbath- 
breaker on any credit whatever. He acted wisely. In three 
months the Sabbath-breaker was a bankrupt. 

Sabbath-breaker, the, not to be trusted. — ^An eminent 
merchant, a great judge of character, once said, " When I see 
one of my apprentices or clerks riding out on the Sabbath, on 
Monday I dismiss him. Such a one can not be trusted. 

Sabbath-breaker, the, reproved. — A good deacon, return- 
ing from church one Sabbath afternoon, was accosted by a 
man : " Sir, did you see a boy on the road driving a cart with 
a bag of cotton in it? " ^^I think I did," said the deacon, 
musingly. " A boy with a short memory, was'nt he ? " The 
man looked confused, and said, '^ Why do you think he had 
a short memory, sir?" The deacon seemed to enjoy his 
confusion, and even determined to increase it. ^^ I think so ; 
and I think, moreover, that he must belong to a family that 
have-short memories." "What in the world makes you say 
that?" said the man, more than ever perplexed. "Why, 
simply this," said the old gentleman, assuming all of a sudden 
a very grave and solemn manner: "because God Almighty 
has proclaimed from Mount Sinai, in a most solemn manner, 
among other things, ^Remember the Sabbath day to keep itf 
holy ; ' and that boy has forgotten all about it. His memory 
must be very short, indeed — ^vert." ^ 

Sabbath, Refusal to break the. — ^It is said that a late 
president of the Bank of the United States once dismissed a 
derk because the latter refused to write for him on the 
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Sabbath. The young man, with a mother dependent on his 
exertions, was thus thrown out of employment by what some 
would call an over-nice scruple of conscience. A few days 
after, this same man, being requested to nominate a cashier 
for another bank, recommended this very individual, and 
mentioned this incident as proof of his trustworthiness. 
" You can trust kim^^ said he, "/or he wouldn't work for me 
on Sunday.^' 

Sabbath-bbeaeing, refused. — ^There is a class of people 
who find a vast amount of " works of necessity," upon the 
Sabbath; and it is common for such in hay-season, for 
example, to have more or less to do upon that day. A 
colored man who lived with a farmer of this character, saw, or 
thought he saw, a determination on the part of his employer 
to fgllow up his labor upon this day of sacred rest. Sabbath 
morning, however, he was not up, as usual, at breakfast. 
The farmer's son called him, but he said they need not wait 
for him, as he did not wish for any breakfast. " Why, Cesar," 
said he, " we shall want you, as soon as the dew is off, to help 
about the hay." "No," said he, "I can not work any more 
on the Sabbath; it is not right." "Not right," said the 
young man ; " is it not duty to take care of what Providence 
has given us?" "Oh there is no necessity for it," said he, 
" and 'tis wrong to do it." " But would you not pull your 
cow or sheep out of a pit upon the Sabbath, Cesar?" "No, 
not if I had been trying all the week to shove them in; I 
would let them lie Ihere." 

Sabbath-breaeeb, the, reproved. — One Sabbath morning, 
as a gentleman in N., stepped from his house to go to church, 
he met a stranger driving a heavily loaded wagon through 
the town. He turned toward him, stopped, lifted both 
hands, and stood in a tragic attitude, gazing upon the ground 
beneath the vehicle, and exclaimed, " There ! there ! you are 
going right over it! You have gone right over it!'* The 
traveler hastily gathered up his reins, drew in his horses, 
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came to a dead stand, and began looking under his wheels to 
see what little innocent child, or dog, or pig, might have been 
ground to a jelly by their heavy weight. But seeing nothing, 
he looked anxiously up to the man who had so singularly 
af rested his progress, and said, "Over what?" "The fourth 
commandment," was the quick reply, " Remember the Sab- 
bath-day, to keep it holy." It was hard starting those wheels 
again, and hard hauling that load all the rest of the day. 

Sabbath-breakers, the, reproved. — One Lord's day, a few 
children were gathered round the porch of a village church, 
waiting for the commencement of public worship, when a 
wagon with a number of persons in it, who were going out 
on pleasure, stopped, and one of the men called out to the 
children, "Hallo, what sort of religion do you have there?" 
One of the young lads replied, " A sort of religion that forbids 
our traveling on the Sabbath." 

Sabbath-breaking, and Business. — ^A prominent merchant 
in one of our largest cities, once said to Dr. Edwards, "It is 
thirty years since I came to this city; and every business 
man that I have known who came down to his store, or 
suffered his counting-room to be opened on the Sabbath, has 
lost his property, or failed." Sabbath-breaking never ends 
well, even for this world. 

Sabbath-breaking, reproved. — A minister who had just 
been settled in a parish, was told that one of his parishioners, 
a miller, was a very wicked man, and iif the constant habit 
of violating the Sabbath by running his mill on that holy 
day. He determined to make an effort to benefit the man, 
and save the Sabbath from profanation. So he soon took the 
opportunity of going for his flour himself. "A fine mill," 
said he, as the miller adjusted his sack to receive the flour; 
" a fine mill indeed ; one of the completest I have ever seen." 
This was nothing more than just, the miller had heard it a 
thousand times before; and would firmly have thought it, 



ANECDOTES FOR THE FAMILT. 801 

though he had never heard it once: but his skill and judg- 
ment were gratified by this new testimony, and his feelings 
conciliated, even toward the minister. ^' But, oh!^' continued 
his customer, after a little pause, ^Uhere is one defect in it!" 
"What is that?" carelessly asked the .miller. "A very 
serious defect too." " Eh ! " replied the miller, turning up 
his face. " A defect that is likely to counterbalance all its 
advantages." "Well, what is it?" said the miller, standing 
straight up, and looking the minister in the face. He went 
on: "A defect which is likely to ruin the mill." "What is 
it?" rejoined the miller. "And will one day. no doubt 
destroy the owner." " And can't you say it out ? " exclaimed 
the impatient miller. " It goes on the Sabbath ! " pronounced 
the minister, in a firm, and solemn, and monitory tone. The 
astonished man stood blank and thunderstruck; and remained 
meek and submissive under a remonstrance and exhortation 
in which the danger of his state and practices, and the call to 
repentance toward God, and faith in our Lord Jesus Christ, 
were fully proposed to him. 

Sabbath-breaking, the Punishment op. — By records which 
have been kept in a particular place near one of our large 
rivers, it appears that more than twice as many have been 
drowned there on the Sabbath as on any other day of the 
week. And those who were thus drowned, were cut ofi* as 
in a moment, while breaking the command of Gbd. 

Sabbath-breaking, the Wat to Ruin. — John Moores, who 
was executed, some years since, at Chester, for a burglary, 
addressed the spectators to this effect: "My friends, you are 
come to see a man die. I would advise you to take warning 
by me. The first beginning of my ruin was Sabbath-breaking ; 
it led me into bad company, and from bad company to robbing 
gardens and orchards, and from gardens and orchards to 
house-breaking, which has brought me to this place. Many 
of you are young; and in an especial manner I warn you to 
beware of Sabbath-breaking." 
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Sabbath-brbakino, Various Instancbs op the Punishment 
OP. — On a Sabbath day, two sons of a poor widow, in Derby- 
shire, went to slide. Before they left their habitation, they 
had been requested by their pious mother to accompany her 
to the house of God, and, whilst on the ice, were warned of 
their danger by a person who passed by: but, alas! their 
seasonable warnings were in vain: the ice gave way, and, 
awful to relate, clasped in each other's arms, they sunk, to 
rise no more ! 

On a Lord's day, at the time of the great frost in the year 
1684, fourteen young men were playing at foot-ball on the 
river Trent: while thus engaged, in the open violation of 
(Jod's command, they met together in a scuffle; the ice 
suddenly broke, and they were all drowned ! 

Several young men, in New Hampshire, went to the Merri- 
mack river on the Sabbath, to bathe. After being in the 
water about an hour they went on shore. One of them 
boasted that he had spent many Sabbaths in this way, and 
said that he meant to spend many more. His companions 
were about to leave the river, and requested him to do it: 
but he refused, and said, that at any rate he would hav9 
i^other good swim. He then plunged into the river, and, 
although one of the best swimmers, sunk to the bottom, and 
was raised a corpse. 

A young man, in New Hampshire, who had often profaned 
the Lord's day, one Sabbath boasted that he had bathed that 
day in two ponds, and that he would yet bathe in another. 
In the evening he was found at the bottom of the third pond, 
and carried home a corpse. 

A manj at New Orleans, set out on a Sabbath morning to 
cross a river, on some worldly business. As he could find no 
boat but one fastened to a tree by a lock, he attempted to get 
that. Some persons who were present requested him to desist 
from his purpose. But he replied, 'that he would either go 
to the other side of the river, or to hell. He therefore hnitb 
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fhe lock, and entered the boat. But he had not gone far 
when it upset: and the spectators were so impressed that it 
was a judgment from God, that they stood amazed, till it was 
too late to afiford him any help. Thus he was launched into 
eternity, without a moment's warning, in the very act of 
transgression. 

In a town in Oonnecticut, a man and his companions, on 
the Sabbath, went out in a boat for the purpose of fishing; 
but soon the boat upset, and two of them were hurried into 
eternity. 

A number of young men went out, on the Sabbath, to a 
certain forest, and cut down a small tree for a May-pole ; and 
while they were bringing it home upon a cart, one of the 
wheels suddenly went down a low place, the pole struck one 
of them upon his head, and killed him upon the spot. And 
there he lay, a fearful spectacle of the wrath of God, against 
those who profane the Sabbath ! 

A number of persons appointed a certain Sabbath as a time^ 
to play at foot-ball ; and while two of them were tolling a 
bell, to call the company together, they were struck with 
lightning, and both died. 

Some years ago, a young man, accustomed to attend divine 
worship, and from a child well acquainted with the Holy 
Scriptures, was solicited to join in an excursion on the Thames, 
on a Sabbath-day. Conscience remonstrated, but the love of 
pleasure, and the temptation of entertaining society, silenced 
the monitor. The day was agreed upon, the weather was 
tmusually fine, and the party, about twelve in number, assem- 
bled on flie bank to proceed to Richmond. Among the party 
was this young man. Just as he was stepping into the boat, 
the happy remembrance of the word of God spake powerfully, 
" Remember the Sabbath-day to keep it holy." Conscience 
instantly replied, ^^ How can I do this great wickedness, and 
sin against God?" He could proceed no farther; he retired 
from the banks of the Thames, antidst the jeers and ridicule • 
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of the scornful. . But' what were his feelings when the sad 
tidings came, that as the party returned from their unhallowed 
amusement, the boat ran foul of a barge laden with coals, 
which the party, being half-intoxicated, could not avoid. The 
screams of the females were heard on the shore, but, alas ! to 
no effect! Seven of the party sunk to rise no more ! 

Sabbath Obsbbvance, the Sailob. — ^A sailor, who was 
employed by the captain of a steam-vessel in New York, 
conscientiously objected to work on the Sabbath in taking in 
. or unloading goods. " We have no Sabbaths here, in our 
business," said the captain, who offered the man an mcrease 
of wages, if he would continue with him, and labor on the 
Lord's day. The sailor refused to do so ; he was discharged, 
and went to Burope. The first newspaper he took up on his 
arrival, informed him that the steamboat which '^ knew no 
Sabbath " had been blown up, and that nearly one hundred 
lives had been lost. 

Sabbath Obsebvance, the Wat to Pbospebtty. — ^A number 
of years ago, several young Scotchmen came in company to 
the United States, and landed at New York. On the follow- 
ing day, which was the Sabbath, it was proposed to go out 
and see the city and its environs. All assented except one. 
He had been charged by his father, on leaving home, not to 
break the Sabbath. He would not disobey him. In a few 
years, he was possessor of a large estate, and his companions 
were in the drunkard's grave. He was visited by a Mr. C, 
who asked him, "How did you accumulate your wealth?" 
He answered, " By strictly observing the Sabbath^ sir.^* 

• 

Sabbath Obsebvance, theWobkman. — When George HI. 
was repairing his palace at Eew, one of the workmen, who 
was a pious man, was particularly noticed by his majesty, and 
he often held conversations with him upon serious subjects. 
One Monday morning, the king went as usual to watch the 
progress of the work, and not seeing this man in his customary 
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place, inquired the reason of his absence. He was answered 
eTasively, and, for some time, the other workmen avoided 
telling his majesty the truth; at last, however, upon being 
strictly interrogated, they acknowledged that not having been 
able to complete a particular job on the Saturday night, they 
had returned to finish it on the following morning. This 
man alone had refused to comply, because he considered it a 
violation of the Christian Sabbath ; and, in conseqiience of 
what they called his obstinacy, he had been dismissed entirely 
from his employment. ^^Call him back immediately," 
exclaimed the good king : ^' the man who refiised doing his 
ordinary work on the Lord's day, is the man for me. Let 
him be sent for." The man was accordingly replaced, and 
the king ever after showed him particular favor. 

Sabbath-schools, theib Influence. — ^The late Joseph' 
Lancaster states, in reference to an interview he had with 
Mr. Raikes: ^^I was naturally desirous of gaining information 
and instruction fi'om a venerable man of seventy-two, who 
had, in a series of years, superintended the education of .three 
thousand poor children ; who had been actively engaged in , 
visiting both the city and the country prisons, whereby he 
had ample opportunity of knowing if any of the scholars 
were brought in as prisoners ; and who, on appealing to his 
memory, which, is strong and lively, could answer, *None!'" 
And says th<B chaplain of the New York state prison, in 1829: 
^^I have lately made a pretty thorough inquiry among the 
convicts here, for the purpose of learning who, and how many, 
have ever enjoyed the advantages of a Sabbath-school. The 
result is, that out of more than five hundred convicts, not 
one has been found who has ever been, for any considerable 
time, a regular member of a Sabbath-school ; and not more 
than two or three, who have ever attended such a school at 
aU." 

Saimtb, Pbating to. — ^The only instance of praying to 

sakitSf mentioned in the Bible, is that of the rich man in 

20 
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tonneiit calling tipoa Abraham; and lot it he remembered, 
that it was practiced only by a lost soul, and vnthout success ! 

Salvation, a Poor Foundation fob. — ^A clergjrman, after 
addressing his hearers on the merit of good works, especiallj 
of charity, received a visit from one of his audience, who 
expressed a desire to be at the side of his death-bed. The 
minister asked for his reason. He answered, ^^ I should like, 
air, to see if you would trust your own salvation on so super- 
ficial a foundation as you exhort other people to do." 

Scandal, a Cube fob. — ^Mrs. Chalmers, the mother of Dr. 
Chalmers, had an extreme dislike to all petty scandal. She 
had one rule, which she made known among her acquaint- 
ances, and which she rigidly followed. " Whenever told of 
anything that a neighbor had said or done amiss, she instantly 
put on her bonnet, and went at once to the person, and told 
what had been said, and who had said it, and asked if it was 
true." Those who follow this rule, we opine, will seldom 
have occasion to execute it. 

Scandal, bebuked. — ^Dr. Johnson being once in company 
with some scandal-mongers, and one of them having accused 
an absent friend of resorting to rouge, he observed, '^ It is, 
perhaps, after all, much better for a lady to redden her own 
cheeks than to blacken other people's characters." 

Science, the True PosmoN of. — ^It was an admirable reply 
of a converted astronomer, who, when interrogated concern- 
ing his comparative estimate of religion and the science he 
had formerly idolized, answered, ^^ I am now bound for heaven, 
and I take the stars in my way." 

ScoFFESi, THE, ADMONISHED. — ^A scoffcr WBS oucc introduced 

to a minister in the following manner : " This is Mr. , an 

acquaintance of mine. I am sorry to add, though young and 
healthy, he never attends public worship." "I am almost 
tempted to hope," replied the minister, ^^ that you are bearing 
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ftke witness against your neighbor." ^^ By no means/' said 
the infidel, ^^ for I always spend Sunday in settling accounts." 
The minister immediately replied, ^' You will find, sir, that 
the day of judgment will be spent in exactly the same 
OAnner." 

Scoffer, the, answered. — ^As the Rey. Mr. H. was traveling 
in company with some gentlemen who had accidentally joined 
him, one of them, after he had proposed seyeral insulting 
questions, addressed him thus: '^I suppose that you are a 
preacher, sir?" "I am, sir," was the reply. "And pray, 
sir," said the scoffer, in a sneering manner, "what do you 
preach to the people?" "Why, sir," replied Mr. H., "I 
sometimes admonish my hearers to avoid foolish and imperti- 
nent questions." The company could not refrain from 
laughing; they commended the preacher for his seasonable 
reply, and Mr. H. was no more troubled by his unpleasant 
companion. 

ScoFFEB, the, bebueed. — ^A gentleman, traveling in a stage- 
coach, attempted to divert the company by ridiculing the 
Scriptures. " As to the prophecies," said he, " in particular, 
they were all written after the events took place." A minister 
in the coach, who had hitherto been silent, replied, " Sir, I 
beg leave to mention one particular prophecy as an exception, 
2 Peter iii. 8 : ^Knowing this first, that there shall come in the 
last days scoffers.' Now, sir, whether the event be not long 
after Ihe prediction, I leave the company to judge." The 
mouth of the scomer was stopped. 

SooFFEB, THE, Bepboved. — ^Dr. William King, in the 
Anecdotes of ffis Own Times, writes: "In 1715, I dined 
with the Duke of Ormonde, at Bichmond. We were fourteen 
at table ; among whom were Sir William Wyndham, and 
Atterbury, Bishop of Bochester. During the dinner there 
was a jocular dispute, I forget how introduced, concerning 
short prayers. Sir William Wyndham told us, that the 
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shortest prayer he ever heard, was the prayer of a common 
soldier 9 just before the battle of Blenheim: *0 God, if there 
be a Ood, saye my soul, if Ihave a soul!' This was followed 
by a general laugh. I immediately reflected that such a 
treatment of the subject was too ludicrous, and very improper, 
where a learned and religious prelate was one of the company. 
But I had soon an opportunity of making a different reflec- 
tion. Atterbury seeming to join in the conversation, and 
applying himself to Sir William Wyndham, said, *Your 
prayer. Sir William, is indeed very short; but I remember 
another as short, but much better, offered up likewise by a 
poor soldier in the same circumstances: God, if in the 
day of battle I forget thee, do thou not forget me!' This, 
as Atterbury pronounced it, with his usual grace and dignity, 
was a very decided, though polite reproof, and was so felt by 
the whole company: and the Duke of Ormonde, who was the 
best-bred man of his age, suddenly turned the discourse to 
another subject." • 

Self-control, Abchbishop Usheb. — Of this eminent man 
it is said, that he was of so sweet a temper, that he was never 
known to do an ill office, or speak unkindly of any who had 
injured him. 

Self-oontbol, Boebhavb. — ^Boerhave, being once asked by 
a friend, who admired his patience under provocation, whether 
he knew what it was to be angry, and by what means he 
had so entirely suppressed that impetuous and ungovernable 
passion, he answered, that he was naturally quick of resent- 
ment, but he had, by daily prayer and meditation, at length 
attained this mastery over himself. Let .the reader, by 
constant prayer, seek strength from Christ to overcome every 
evil temper. 

Self-gontbol, Philip of Maobdon. — ^Philip, king of Maco- 
don, discovered great moderation, even when spoken to in 
ugurums terms. At the close of an audience which he gave 
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to some Atiienian embassadors, who were come to complain 
of an act of hostility, he asked whether he conld do them any 
service. ^^The greatest service thou couldst do us," said 
Demochares, ^' would be to hang thyself." Philip, though he 
perceived all present were highly offended at these words, 
made the following answer, with the utmost calmness of 
temper: " Go; tell your superiors, that those who dare make 
use of such insolent language, are more haughty, and less 
peaceably inclined, than those who can forgive them." 

Selp-contbol, Rev. T. Hervey. — Of Mr. Hervey it is 
recorded, that he was never known to be in a passion. Of 
how few can this be said! It would be weU, however, could 
we learn to attain this victory over ourselves. It would not 
only produce happiness in our own minds, but leave an 
indelible impression on the minds of others. For the temper 
and lives of men are books, for common people to read, and 
they will read them, though they should read nothing else. 

Selbkjontrol, Sm Isaac Newton. — Newton's temper, 
it is said, was so equal and mild, that no accident could 
disturb it. A remarkable instance of which is related as 
follows: '^ Sir Isaac had a favorite little dog, called Diamond. 
Being one evening called out of his study into the next room. 
Diamond was left behind. When Sir Isaac returned, having 
been absent but a few minutes, he « had the mortification to 
find, that Diamond had overturned a lighted candle among 
some papers, the nearly finished labor of many years, which 
were soon in flames, and almost consumed to ashes. This 
loss, from Newton's advanced age, was irreparable ; but, with- 
out at all punishing the dog, he exclaimed, ^ Diamond, 
Diamond ! you little know the mischief you have done ! ' " 

Self-denial, Rev. J. Euor. — ^If ever the exhortation of 
St. Paul, " Endure hardness as a good soldier of Jesus Christ,** 
was practically exemplified, it was so in the case of the Rev. 
John Eliot, the first missionary to the American Indians. 
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Writmg, on one occasion, to Mr. Winslow, he says: ^*I have 
not been dry, night nor day, from the third day of the week 
to the sixth ; but so trayeled ; and at night have pulled off my 
boots, wrung my stockings, and so put them on again ; and 
thus I continue: but Ood steps in and helps. I hare con- 
sidered the word of Gfod in 2 Tim. ii. 8 : ^ Endure hardness 
as a good soldier of Christ."' Nor was this a solitary 
instance of self-denial; perhaps the world has never witnessed 
a life more entirely devoted to privation than that of this holy 
man. Well might he be expected to say, just before his 
death, "Welcome joy!" On the day of his death, in his 
eightieth year, this "apostle of the Indians" was found 
teaching the alphabet to an Indian child at his bedside. 
"Why not rest from your labors now?" said a frietid. 
"Because," said the venerable man, "I have prayed to God 
to render me useful in my sphere; and he has heard my 
prayer, for now that I can no longer preach, he leaves me 
strength enough to teaclKthis poor child his alphabet." 

Self-will. — ^'^ Self-will," says Cecil, "will break a world 
in pieces to make a stool to sit on." 

Self-will, obanted. — ^The late Mr. Eilpin, of Exeter, 
writes: "I knew a case, in which the minister, praying over a 
child apparently dying, said, * If it be thy will, spare — * 
The poor mother's soul, yearning for her beloved, exclaimed, 
^ It must be his will, I can not bear its.' The minister stopped. 
To the surprise of many, the child recovered ; and the mother, 
after almost suflfering martyrdom by him wMe a stripling,, 
lived to see him hanged before he was two and twenty ! Oh ! 
il is good to say, ^ Not my will, but thine be done.' " 

Sebiousnebs. — ^When Walsingham, a secretary of state in 
the reign of Queen Elizabeth, arrived at old age, he retired 
to the coimtry to end his days in privacy. Some of his 
former gay companions came one day to see him, and rallied 
him as being melancholy : his answer deserves deep consid- 
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oration: ^^No, I am not melancholy, but I am serious; and it 
is Tery proper that we should be so. Ah ! my friends, while 
we laugh, everything is serious about us. God is serious, 
who exercises patience toward us. Christ is serious, who shed 
his atoning blood for us. The Holy Ghost is serious, in 
striving against the obstinacy of our hearts. The Holy 
Scriptures are serious books ; they present to our thoughts 
the most* serious concerns in all the world. The holy sacra- 
ments represent very serious and awful matters. The whole 
creation is serious. All in heaven are serious. All who are 
in hell are serious. How then can we be gay and trifling! " 

Seriousness. — Cardinal Richelieu, after having given law 
to Europe for years, acknowledged that he was unhappy ; and 
on being asked why he was so, replied, ^^The soul is a serious 
thing; it must be serious here, or sad forever!" 

Sebioxtsness, and Preciseness. — ^Mr. Sogers, one of the 
Puritan ministers, was remarkable for seriousness and gravity 
in every society to which he was introduced. A gentleman 
in company with him once said to him, ^^ Mr. Rogers, I like 
you and your company very well, only you are too precise 
. and serious." "Oh sir," replied the good man, "I serve a 
serious and precise Gk)d." Important as this idea is, we 
should yet remember that gravity ought to be enlivened by 
holy cheerfulness, if we would recommend religion to others. 

Sermon, a Pointed and Singular One. — ^An eccentric 
divine, preaching on the text, " Be sober, grave, temperate," 
• says : I. There are three companions with whom you should 
always keep on good terms: 1. your wife; 2. your stomach; 
3. your conscience. H. If you wish to enjoy peace, long life, 
and happiness, preserve them by temperan^p. Intemperance 
produces: 1. domestic misery; 2. premature death; 8. 
infidelity. To make these points clear, I refer you : 1. to 
iUe Newgate calendar ; 2. to the hospitals, lunatic asylums, 
and work-houses; 8. to past experience of what you have 
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seen, read, suffered, in mind, body and estate. Beader, 
decide! which will you choose? 

Sermon, W. Tennant. — ^The Rev. William Tennant, once 
took much pains to prepare a sermon, to convince a celebrated 
infidel of the truth of Christianity. But, in attempting to 
deliver this labored discourse, he was so confused, as to be 
compelled to stop, and close the service by prayer. This 
unexpected failure, in one who had so often astonished the 
unbeliever with the force of his eloquence, led the infidel to 
reflect that Mr. Tennant had been, before, aided by a divine 
power. This reflection proved the means of his conversion. 
Thus Ood accomplished by silence what his servant wished to 
effect by persuasive preaching. Mr. Tennant used afterward 
to say, his dumb sermon was one of the most profitable ser- 
mons that he had ever delivered. 

Servants. — ^A man of the world once taunted a faithfiil 
preacher with the fact, that his congregation was almost 
entirely made up of servants ; to whjch the other replied : " I 
had rather be the means of converting the servants than their 
employers." " Why so ? " said the other. " Because," was 
the reply, " they have the care of all the children." 

Sin, Origin of. — ^Two clergymen were once conversing 
about the various theories concerning the origin of sin, when 
a lady interrupted them by sajring, '^ It seems to me that it 
would be far better for people, instead of puzzling themselves 
to know how sin entered into the world, to imite their efforts 
and try how much of it, with God's blessing, they can drive 
aut.^*' " You remind me, madam," said one of them, " of my 
aged deacon, who, after listening to a sermon in which I had 
endeavored to explain why God suffered sin to enter into the • 
world, being asked what he thought of my theory, shook his 
head, and replied, ^ Ah, sir, all I know about it is, I am a 
sinner, and wish I wasnH.^ " * 
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Settlers, Eahlt, op New England, going to Chdkch. — 
The early settlers of New England were often compelled to 
go to church armed, that they might be ready, if need be, to 
defend themselves in case of an attack by the Indians. 
During the days of the Indian wsr&re against tlie early 
colonists, EQch scenes were not uncommon. 

Sin, CoNTicnoN of. — In a time of reli^ous interest in 
Portland, Dr. Payson once invited to his house all those 
young persona who did not intend to seek religion. Any 
one, «'ho did not know Dr. P., would be aorprised to hear 
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that thirty or forty came. He had a very pleasant, social 
interview, saying nothing about religion, until, just as they 
were about to leave, he, closed a few plain, simple remarks, in 
the following manner: ^^ Suppose you should see, coming 
down from heaven, a very fine tliread, so fine as.to be almost 
invisible, and it should come and attach itself to you. You 
knew, we suppose, tliat it came from God. Should you dare 
to put out your hand, and brush it away?'' He dwelt a few 
minutes upon tliis idea, until every one had a clear and fixed 
conception of it, and of the hardihood whifth any one would 
manifest, who should openly break even such a tic. ^^Now," 
continued he, ^^ just such a slender, delicate thread has come 
from God to you, this afternoon. You do not feel, you say, 
any interest in religion; but, by coming here tliis afternoon, 
God has fastened one little thre^ upon you all: it is vedry 
weak and frail, and you can, in a moment, brush it away. 
But you certainly will not do so. Welcome it, and it will 
enlarge and strengtiien itself, until it becomes a golden chain 
to bind you forever to God." 

Sin, Original. — ^A minister having preached on the doc- 
trine of original sin, was afterward waited on by some persons, 
who stated their objections to what he had advanced. After 
hearing them, he said, ^^ I hope you do not deny actual sin 
too?" "No," they replied. The good man expressed his 
satisfaction at their acknowledgment ; but to show the absurd- 
ity of their opinions in denying a doctrine so plainly taught 
in Scripture, he asked them, " Did you ever see a tree growing 
without a root ? " 

Sins, op Omission.— The last words of Archbishop Usher 
were, " Lord, forgive my sins, especially my sins of amission.^* 

Sincebttt, tested. — ^Dr. Samuel Hopkins, being once on a 

^ visit at the house of Dr. Bellamy, of Bethlehem, Conn., who 

then owned a slave, pressed upon his friend the objections 

against slavery. Bellamy defended the system with the usual 
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argoments, and Hopkins refuted them, and then called on his 
friend to free his slave at once. Bellamy replied that the 
slaye was a most faithful and judicicms servant; that in his 
management of the farm, he could be trusted with everything ; 
and that he was so happy in his servitude, that he would, in 
the opinion of his master, refuse his freedom, were it ofibred 
to him. ^^ Will you consent to his liberation," said Dr. Hop- 
kins, " if he really desires it ? " " Yes," replied Dr. Bellamy, 
" I will." The slave was . then at work in the field. " Csdl 
him," said Hopkiiis, ^^ and let us try." The slave came to 
receive, as he supposed, the commands of his master. '^ Have 
you a good master?" said Dr. Hopkins, addressing the slave. 
What could the slave answer but " Yes ? " " Are you happy 
in your present condition ? " How could the slave deny tiiat 
he was ? " Would you be mo^e happy if you were free ? " 
"Oh yes, massa; me would be much more happy." "You 
have your desire," exclaimed Dr. Bellamy; "from this 
moment you are free." 

Skeptics, Credulous.— Charles H., hearing the. celebrated 
Yossius, a freethinker, repeating some incredible stories of 
the Chinese, turning to those about him said, " This learned 
divine is a very strange man. He believes everything but 
the Bible.'^ 

Skeptic, the, and the Clebgtman. — ^^ If we are to live after 
death, why don't we have some certain knowledge of it? " said 
a skeptic to a clergyman'. "Why did'nt you have some 
knowledge of this Tforld before you came into it?" was the 
caustic reply. 

Skeptio, the^ Creed of. — A. skeptical young man one day 
conversmg with the celebrated Dr. Parr, observed, that he 
would believe nothing which he could not tmderqtand. 
" Then, young man, your creed will be the shortest of any 
man's I know." 
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SsnTHsoNiAN Ikstitute.— James ■ 
Smitlifion, of England, left his entire 
property to the United States of 
America, to founct, at Washington, an institution Thich 
Ghould bear his name, and have for its objects the increase 
and diSiisioa of knowledge. The trust was accepted hj the 
United States government, and on act passed, August 10, 
1846, organizing " The SmithsonioH IhstiitUum for tht 
• Increase and Diffusion of Knowledge amoHg Men." The 
endowment consists of the original sum, five hundred and 
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fifteen thousand, one hundred and sixty-nine dollars, received 
September 1, 1838, which is to remain forever as a permanent 
fund. The interest of this amount to 1846, when by act of 
Congress the funds were placed in the hands of the board of 
regents, was two hundred and fortjr-two thousand, one hun- 
dred and twenty-nine dollars; which sum, with all accruing 
future interest, is to be expended in the building, and the 
current expenses of the institution. The entire income is to 
be divided into two equal parts, one of which is to be devoted 
to the increase and diffusion of knowledge, by means of 
original research and publications; and the other, to the 
gradual formation of a library, a museum, and a gallery 
of art. 

Sxiirnc, THE, SILENCED BT A Ghild. — Somc time ago, a 
skeptic on Long Island, speaking against the Bible, brought 
forward his strong argument against it, declaring before all 
present, "I am seventy years of age, and have never seen 
such a place as hell, after all that has been said about it." 
His little grandson, of about seven years of age, who had 
listened to the conversation, asked him, ^^ Grandfather, have 
you ever been dead yet ? '' 

Sleep. — ^'^ Sleep,*' says Sir Thomas Browne, "is so like 
death, that I dare not trust myself to it without prayer." 

Socialism. — ^A town missionary, in Birmingham, attended 
a misguided infidel on his death-bed, and the system of social- 
ism being referred to, the dying man exclaimed, " Gall it not 
socialism ; call it devilism ! for it has made me more like a 
devil than a man. I got into company which led me to 
socialism and to drinking. I rejected the Bible, denied the 
Saviour, and persuaded myself that there was no hereafter; 
and as the result, I acted the part of a bad father and a bad 
husband. I have the testimony of my master, thaj; I was a 
steady and respectable man until I listened to the Owenites ; 
buty since that time, I have become a vagabond, and those 



818 ANBODOTBS FOB THB FAMIIiT. 

who formerly knew me have shumied me in the streets. The 
system of the Owenite is worse than that of Paine." Such 
was the testimony of a dying victim of socialism. 

SoGiSTT, Religion in. — ^A man who puts aside his religion 
because he if going into society, resembles a person taking off 
his shoes because he is about to walk upon thorns. 

Soul, the Value of. — ^A converted Jew, pleading the cause 
of the society through whose instrumentality he had been 
brought to a knowledge of Christianity, was opposed by a 
learned gentleman, who spoke very lightly of the objects of 
the society, and its effects, and said, ^^He did not suppose 
they would convert more than a hundred altogether." '^ Be 
it so," replied the Jew; ^^you are a skillful calculator; take 
your pen now, and calculate the worth of one hundred 
immortal souls ! " 

"Knowest thou the yalae of a soul immortal? 
Behold the midnight glory; worlds on worlds! 
Amazing pomp ! redouble this amaxe; 
Ten thousand add, and twice ten thousand more, 
Then weigh the whole : one soul outweighs them alL" 

Station. — ^Alexander the Great once degraded an officer 
of distinction, by removing him to an inferior situation. He, 
some time after, asked the officer how he liked his new office. 
"It is not the station," replied the officer, "which gives 
consequence to the man, but .the man to the station. No 
situation can be so trifling, as not to require wisdom and 
virtue in the performance of its duties." The monarch was 
so pleased with this answer, that he restored him to his former 
rank. 

Study, the Beneptt op. — ^^ Of what use is all your studying 
and your books?" said an honest farmer to an ingenious 
artist. "They don't make the com grow, nor pA>duoe 
y^etables for market. My Sam does more good with his 
plow in one month, than you can do with your books and 
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papers in one year." "What plow does your son use?" 

said tiie artist quietly. " Why he uses ^*s plow, to be 

sure. He can do nothing with any other. By usmg this 
plow, we save half the labor, and raise three times as much 
as we did with the old wooden concern." The»artist turned 
over one of his sheets, and showed the farmer the drawing of 
his much praised plow, saying with a smile, ^'I am the 

inventor of your favorite plow, and my name is ." The 

astonished farmer shook the artist heartily by the hand, and 
invited him to call at the farm-house, and make it his home 
as long as he liked. 

Suspense. — ^^ It is a miserable thing," says Swift, " to live 
in suspense ; it is the life of a spider.^ 
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SwEABiNG, BEFBOVED. — ^A king was riding along in disguise, 
and seeing a soldier at a public-house door, stopped and asked 
the soldier to drink with him; and while they were drinking, 

« 

the king swore. The soldier said, ^^Sir, I am sorry to hear 
you gentlemen swear." His majesty took no notice, but soon 
swore again. Tlie soldier said, " Sir, I'll pay part of the pot, 
if you please, and go, tot 1 so hate swearing, that if you were 
the king himself, I should tell you of it." " Should you, 
indeed ? " said the king. " I should," said the soldier. A 
while after, the king having'lnvited some of his lords to dine 
with him, the soldier was sent for; and while they were at 
dinner, he was ordered into the room and to wait awhile. 
Presently the king uttered an oath ; the soldier immediately, 
but with great modesty, said, " Should not my lord and king 
fear an oath ? " The king, looking first at the lords, then at 
the soldier, said, " There^ my lords, is an honest man ; he can 
respectfcdly remind me of the great sin of swearing, but you 
can sit and let me send my soul to hell by swearing, and not 
so much as tell me of it." 
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^? ALKA-TIVENESS.— The late Rev. 
John Berridge was once visited by a 
^ very talkative young lady, irho en- 
1^ grossed all the conversation in Bpeak- 
■j ing of mere trifles. When she arose 
_to retire, he said, "Madam, I have 
pone piece of advice to ofler you: when you go 
I Into company again, after you have talked half 
an hour -without intermiesion, stop awhile, and see if any one 
of the company hae anything to say." 

TsACHEBS, AN ExAUPLB FOE. — Mrs. Weslcy, mother of John 
and Charles, was a woman of singular talents and rare 
excellence; bo learned, that she was able to prepare her sons 
for college. She had the chief education of her numerous 
children. One day her husband, the worthy rector of Epworth, 
wae busy with his learned labor, probably with his " Commen- 
tary of Job." Mrs. Wesley was teaching the children in the 
same room, and had occasion to repeat again and again Uie 
same lesson. Mr. Wesley, perhaps a little irritated by his 
abstruse studies, arose and said with much feeling, " My dear, 
why do you teach the child the same thing twenty times 
over?*' She replied, with feminine meekness, "Because, my 
love, nineteen times won't do." 

Tempeeanck, not too Tocno fob. — Said a boy ten years 
old, a few days since, to his mother, "Mother, may I join the 
temperance society ? " " My son," said the mother, " you are 
are too young yet; youmayjoinitwhenyouareoldenoi^h." 
*' But, mother, some boys were skating on the river Christmas 
day, and they had some beer there, and some of them drank 
too much, and could not stand." " My son," said the mother, 
" you are not too young : you may go and join the temperance 
Bociety to-morrow." 



ANBODOTSa FOB THE VAICILT. 




TzLEORApg, THE Old-fashioned. — ^The only telegraph in 
use before the iQTention of the electro-magnetic, hj iione, 
Tas the signal telegraph, a view of which is given in the-cut 
aboTe. It coDsisted of a mast, or frame, in connection with 
shutters worked by ropes pulled like bell-ropes, and exhibit- 
ing, in all sixty-three signals; by which were represented the 
nine digits, the letters of the alphabet, and sereral generic 
words. The obserrers at the stations of these telegraphs 
were each expected to look once in every five minutes for the 
rignal to make ready ; and then, if messages were to be sent, 
21 
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to repeat the signals, vhich being seen by the next observer, 
were in the same manner again to be repeated, and so on to 
the end. Clumsy and slcf^-moving as all this now seems to 
us, it, was the best telegraph known before the inyention by 
Morse. 

Temper. — ^The Duke of Marlborough possessed great com- 
mand of temper, and never permitted it to be ruffled by little 
things, in which even the greatest men have been occasionally 
found unguarded. As he was one day riding with a friend, 
it began to rain, and he called to his servant for his cloak. 
The servant not bringing it immediately, he called for it 
again. The servant, being embarrassed with the straps and 
buckles, did not come up to him. At last, it raining very 
hard, the duke called to him again, and asked him what he 
was about, that he did not bring his cloak. ^^ You may stay, 
sir," grumbled the fellow, " if it rains cats and dogs, till I 
can get at it." The duke turned round to his friend, and 
said, very coolly, " Now I would not be of that fellow's temper 
for all the world." 

Temperance. — ^Temperance puts wood on the fire, meal in 
the barrel, flour in the tub, money in the purse, credit in the 
country, contentment in the house, clothes on the children, 
vigor in the body, intelligence in the brain, and spirit in the 
whole constitution. 

Temperance, the True Spirit of, in a Boy. — ^^ A gentle- 
man in Virginia," says Mr. Gough, ^^ had a boy six or seifien 
years old, who wanted to sign the pledge of total abstinence 
from intoxicating drinks: all in the family had done so, but 
the father thought him too young, and would not let him. 
After much entreaty, permission was given. Soon after, the 
father went on a journey. At one stopping-place away from 
f the town, he called for some water. It did not come, so he 
called again ; still he could not get it ; but cider was brought, 
and being very thirsty, he so far foi^t himself as to drink 
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ihat. When he got home, he related the circnmstance. 
After he had finished, the little boy came up to his knee with 
his eyes full of tears, and said, ^ Father, how far was you 
from James river when you drank the cider?' ^Bather 
more than fifteen miles, my boy.' ^Well,' said the littte 
fellow, ^ I'd have walked there and back again, rather than 
have broken my pledge.' Oh, (Jod bless the children. We 
have thousands such as these, children who understand the 
prindple, and keep the practice. I sometimes wish the adults 
kept the pledge as well as the boys do." 

Temptation, kbbpino out of. — ^^ I once went to a Mend," 
says Mr. Cecil, ^^ for the express purpose of calling him out 
into the world. I said to him, ^ It is your duty to accept the 
loan of ten thousand pounds, and to push yourself forward 
into an ampler sphere.' But he was a rare character; and 
his case was rare. His employers had said, ^ We are ashamed 
you should remain so long a servant in our house, with the 
whole weight of a£Gedrs upon you. We wish you to enter as 
a principal with us, and will advance you ten thousand 
pounds. It is the custom of the city ; it is your due ; we are 
dissatisfied to see you in your present sphere.' I assured 
him that it appeared to me to be his duty to accede to the 
proposal. But I did not prevail. He said, ^ Sir, I have 
often heard firom you that it is no easy thing to get to heaven. 
I have often heard firom you that it is no easy thing to master 
the world. I have everything I wish. More would encumber, 
increase my difficulties, and endanger me.' " 

Temptation, rebibted. — ^A boy, going to a Sabbathnsehool, 
was niet by a companion, who invited him to play truant; 
but he refiised, and went to school. When this became 
known, the boy was asked what kept him firom complying 
with the temptation. He answered, ^^ Because I read in my 
Bible, < My son, if sinners entice thee, consent tboa not.' ^^ 
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Tkkftation, to bb ayoidbd. — ^A plain countryman, who had 
been effectaally called by divine grace, by means of a sermon 
from Zech. iii. 2, was some time, afterward solicited by an old 
companion to accompany him to the ale-hoxuse. But the 
good man strongly resisted every persuasion, saying, ^^I am a 
brand plucked out of the fire." His companicm not under- 
standing this, he explained it to him thus: ^'Look ye," said 
he, ^^ there is a great difference between a brand and a green 
stick. If a spark files upon a brand that^ has been partly 
burnt, it will soon catch fire again ; but it is not so with a 
green stick. I tell you I am that brand plucked out of the 
fire, and I dare not venture into the way of temptation, for 
fear' of being set on fire again." How wise and safe are 
those, who are concerned to keep out of the way of danger! 
And how careful should we be that our conduct is strictly 
consistent with the prayer we often offer, ^^ Lead us not into 
temptation!" 

Theater, the. — ^Archbishop Tillotson says of the theater, 
^^ It is the devil's chapel, and the school and nursery of licen- 
tiousness and vice." ^'Such parents," he adds, ^^as take 
their children there, are monsters, I had almost said devils.? 
This learned prelate had the moral courage to call things by 
their right names, and to denounce vice as it deserves. 

Theater, the, an Abgument against. — ^Dr. Bush of Phil- 
adelphia, told a friend, that he was once in conversation with 
a lady, a professor of religion, who was speaking of the 
pleasure she anticipated, at the theater in the evening. 
<<What, madam," said he, '^do you go to the theater?" 
"Yes," was the reply; "and don't you go, doctor?" "No, 
madam," said he, " I never go to such a place." " Why, sir, 
do you not go? Do you think it sinful?" said she. He 
replied, " I never will publish to the world that I think Jesus 
Ohrist is a bad master, and religion an unsatisfying portion, 
which I should do, if I went on the devil's ground in quest 
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of happiness." This argument was short, but conclusiye. 
The lady determined not to go. 

Theater,, the, the Devil's Gbound. — ^An old lady, whose 
gray hairs shonld have reminded her of objects more worthy 
of an immortal soul, was one eyening speaking warmly in 
&yor of the theater. The conyersation was sustained with 
spirit, the lady supplying by heat in temper what she wanted 
in sound argument. In the company was a yenerable clergy- 
man, whose deafness preyented him from taking much part 
iif the conyersation. At length the old lady addressed Viim ; 
^^ Doctor, this young man says that if we go to the play, we 
shall all go to hell! what do you think?" The old minister 
replied, ^' Think I why I think the deyil has a right to all 
whom he finds on his own ground." 

Theaters,* SouBCEB OF Cobbuption. — ^**Plays," says Flato, 
^^ raise the passions, and peryert them; and are therefore 
dangerous to morality ; " and says Aristotle, ^^ The seeing of 
comedies should be forbidden to young people until age an^ 
discipline have made them proof against debauchery." Taci- 
tus tells us, that ''the German women are kept pure, by 
haying no play-houses among them;" and even the licentious 
Oyid urges Augustus ''to suppress theatrical amusements 
as a great source of corruption." The infidel Rousseau 
declares it to be his opinion, " that the theater iSj in all caseSy 
a school of vice.^^ And during the horrors of the French 
reyolution, the theaters in Paris alone, were multiplied from 
six to twenty-five. 

Theology, an Indian's. — ^A^ white man and an Indian were 
both brought under conviction of sin about the same time. 
The Indian, whose conviction was pungent, soon foimd joy 
and peace in believing, while the white man continued in 
darkness and distress for a long time. Seeing the Indian one 
day enjoying the sweet consolations of religion, " Why," says 
the white man, " should there be such a difference ? Why 
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has Grod forgiyen your sins, while I go mourning? I have 
done all that I can do, but find no comfort." ^^ Suppose/' 
says the Indian, ^^ that you come along to a great prince. He 
holds out to you a suit of clothes, and says, ^ Here, take these, 
and welcome.' You look around, feel ashamed, and say, 
^ No, my clothes are pretty good yet, they will do a little 
longer, thank you, sir.' Then the prince, rather angry, says, 
^ Here, Sam, take the suit.' I look ; my old blanket all rags, 
cold and dirty: 'Thank you, thank you, kind sir.' Poor 
Indian now be warm and happiy." • 

Time. — ^'^ There is a time to be bom, and a time to die." 
So says Solomon, and it is the memento of a knly wise mcin. 
But there is an interval between these two times of infinite 
importance, and on which eternity depends. 

Time, how to be estimated. — ^It was a memorable practice 
of Vespasian, the Roman emperor, throughout the course of 
his whole life, to call himself to accoxmt, every night, for the 
actions of the past day ; and as often as he found he had 
passed any one day without doing some good, he entered in 
his diary this memorandum. Diem perdidi: ^^1 have lost a 
day." 

Time, the, of a Cleboyman. — ^Having some business, said 
Cecil, to transact with a gentleman in the city, I called one 
day at his counting-house ; he begged I would call again, as 
I had so much more time to spend than he had, who was a 
man of business. " An hour is nothing to you ! " said he. 
^' You seem little to understand the nature of our profession," 
Mr. Cecil replied. " One hour of a clergyman's time rightly 
employed, sir, is worth more to him than aU the gains of 
your merchandise." 

Time, to be improved. — Monsieur de L'Enclos, a man of 
talent in Paris, educated his daughter, Ninon, with a view to 
the gay world. On his death-bed, when she was about fifteen, 
he addressed her in this language : ^^ Draw near, Ninon ; you 
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see, my dear child, that nothing more remains for me than 
the sad remembrance of those enjoyments which I am about 
to quit forever. Bn^t, alas, my regrets are useless as yain. 
You who will survive me, must make the best of your pre- 
cious time." 

Toast, by Pbankun. — Long a&ex Washington's victories 
and statesmanship had made his name familiar to all Europe, 
Dr. Franklin chanced to dine with the English and French 
embassadors, when toasts being proposed, the English embas- 
sador gave: ^^ England; the suriy whose bright beams enlighten, 
and cheer, and fructify the remotest parts of the earth.'' 
The French embassador, glowing witli national pride, but too 
polite to oppose the previous toast, gave, as his sentiment: 
^^ France; the moaUy whose mild, and steady, and cheering 
rays, are the delight of all nations, consoling them in dark- 
ness, and making even their dreariness beautiful." Franklin, 
the American embassador, being now called on for his toast, 
with his usual promptness and simplicity, rose, and gave : 
'' George Washington; the Joshua who commanded the stm 
and moon to stand still, and they obeyed him! " 

ToLEBATiON. — ^Wlicn Certain persons endeavored to per- 
suade Stephen, king of Poland, to compel some of his subjects 
to give up their religion for his own, he said to them, in reply, 
^^ I am king of men, and not of consciences. The dominion 
of the conscience belongs only to Gk)d." 

To-MOBBOW. — ^To-morrow, says some one, is the day on 
which idle men work, the ignorant learn, fools give up their 
folly, and sinners repent and believe, and reform their char- 
acter and life ! 

Tongue, the.— ^The Chinese have a maxim, that one 
unlucky word dropped from the tongue, can not be brought 
back again by a coach and six horses. 
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TowEE, AT Newport. — ^The tower, "the old roond tower," 
"the old Btone tower," at Newport, was long a moaament of 
deep intereet to the traveler, the anttquariaD, the controver- 
■ialJBt, and the poet. For a long time the prerailing belief, 
was, that it was huilt hj the Northmen, who, it is supposed, 
coasted along the New England shores as early as the twelfth 
oentory. Later inTestigatioDB, howeTer, settle the fact, that 
it was built as a toindmill, about 1676. It is some serenty- 
five feet above high-water mark, and about one hundred and 
twenty rods from the shore. 
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Tract, THB Usefulnebb of One. — Some years since, the 

Duchess of wote to her bookseller: ^^ There was in 

your last parcel, some of ^ A Word for the Bible,' and I have 
lately had a pleasing testimony of benefit deriyed firom this 
tract. A fanner picked up one which had been thrown by 
some ladies out of a carriage ; and, at the inn to which he 
went, he gave it to the hostler. Some time after this, the 
farmer went to the same inn, and asked the master for the 
hostler, who said, ^Oh, I dare say he is reading his Bible; ' 
for ever since he read the paper you gave him, instead of 
swearing all day, as he used to do, he is forever reading his 
Bible.* " 

Tract, the Usefulness of One. — ^A miserable profligate, 
who had reduced himself to poverty, determined to rush, 
unbidden, into eternity; and went into a barber's shop, 
intending to use one of the razors for his horrid purpose. 
A boy carrying about tracts, had left there a broadside con- 
taining, " The Swearer's Prayer," to be affi^^ed to the wall. 
It engaged the attention of this wretched man, and struck 
him to the soul, so. that he forgot his purpose, but could not 
forget what he had just read; and it brought him eventually 
to sit at the feet of the Saviour, in his right mind. 

Tract, Usefulness of One. — ^An individual who had been 
in the habit of spending the Sabbath in idleness, wandering 
in the fields, and in other improfitable employment, found, 
on his return home, on Sunday, a tract lying on the table, 
which had been left by the distributor : and on taking it up, 
these words caught his attention, and deeply afiected his 
heart, ^^ What is a man profited, if he shall gain the whole 
world, and lose his own soul ? " The question produced deep 
thought and serious reflection. A little while after, he again 
walked out with some of his companions, but had not pro- 
ceeded far, before he felt deeply conscious he was doing 
wrong in trifling away Sabbaths, and proposed to them that 
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they should return and attend public worship. While sitting 
under the preaching of the word, his conyictions were greatly 
increased; he^ returned home, convinced that he was a lost 
sinner, and determined to seek salvation with all his heart; 
he sought not the blessing in vain, but was shortly afterward 
enabled to rejoice in Gk)d his Saviour. He, continued to 
ornament his profession, and gave practical proof of his true 
conversion. 

Tract, the Usefulness op One. — ^^ The tract entitled * With- 
out holiness no man shall see the Lord,' " says an eminent 
minister, " was read to me by a Mend who felt concerned for 
my. eternal interest; and, if I am not mistaken it was the 
means of showing me my danger, and pointing me to the 
Saviour for mercy and eternal life. Not long after this, the 
same tract was read at a prayer-meeting, and about twelve or 
fifteen were deeply affected, and had no peace till they found 
it in Jesus. From that hour, the spirit of God continued his 
gracious influences, aad more than one hundred were made 
the hopeful subjects of his sanctifying grace." 

Tracts, a New Explanation of THEm Name. — ^A minister 
having given a tract to a poor negro, and meeting him soon 
aft;erward, asked him what he thought of it. ^^ Oh, massa,'' 
said he, "it do my soul good. I never knew before why dey 
call 'em tracks; but when I read .dat little book, it track me 
dis way, and it track me dat way, it track me all day, and it 
track me all night; when I go out in de barn, it track me 
dare; when I go out in de woods, it track me dare; when I 
come in de house, it track me dare ; it track me eberywhere I 
go; den I know why dey call 'em tracks." This poor man 
became a sincere and devoted Christian. 

Trade, the Value op One. — ^" He that hath a trade," says 
Franklin, ^^hath an estate; and he that hath a calling hath a 
place of profit and honor. A plowman on his legs, is 
higher than a gentleman on his knees." 
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Tbanbubstantution. — ^The absurdity of the popish doctoine 
of transubstantiation was once strikingly exemplified, during 
the examination of a young Chinese conyert by a Romish 
missionary. " How many Gods are there ? " asked the Cath- 
olic priest. ^'None, sir," answered the humble disciple. 
"None! none!" exclaimed the priest; "why, have I not 
always told you there is one ? " " Yes, sir," replied the new 
convert; "but you know I ate him yesterday!" 

Transubstantiation. — A. former Duke of Buckingham, 
sent for a popish priest to converse with him, who accordingly 
came, elated with the honor. After the usual compliments 
on both sides, the duke called for a bottle of wine, and draw- 
ing the cork and stroking it, asked the priest if he ever saw 
so fine a courser in his life ? "I have not," added he, " a 
more beautiful horse in my stables." The priest, astonished 
to hear him talk such nonsense, began to think he was insane, 
but fearing to incense him, said mildly, " My lord duke,' this 
is only a cork." "A cork, indeed! Pray how do you prove 
it to be a cork?" said the duke. "By the evidence of my 
senses," replied the priest. " K I handle it, I feel it is a 
cork ; if I taste it, I know it to be a cork; if I apply it to my 
nose, I smell it is a cork ; if I look at it, I see i^ is a cork." 
Here the conversation dropped. After some time, however, 
the duke said he had lately been thinking much upon 
transubstantiation, but having some doubts upon the subject, 
he had sent for him to resolve them. " B[ow do you prove," 
said the duke, " that the bread in the Lord's supper is trans- 
formed into the body of Christ?" "I prove it," replied the 
priest, " by the words of Christ himself, * This is my body J " 
" Hold there ! " said the duke, " I have you by your own 
argument. If I handle it, I feel it is bread ; if I taste it, I 
know it to be bread; if I apply it to my nose, I smell it is 
bread ; if I look at it, I see it is nothing but bread." The 
poor priest was confounded, and went off about his business. 
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Tbansubbiantiation. — ^A Protestant lady married a Roman 
Oatholic ,on conditioii he would never use any attempts to 
induce her to embrace his religion. Aecordinglj, after their 
marriage, he abstained from conversing with her on those 
religious topics which he knew would be disagreeable to her. 
He employed the Romish priest, however, who often vi&ited 
the family, to. instill his popish notions into her mind. Btit 
she remained unmoved, particularly on the doctrine of tran- 
substantiation. At length the husband, fell iU, and, was 
reconunended by the priest to receive the holy sacrament* 
The wife was requested to prepare bread and wine for the 
solemnity by the next day. She did so, and on presenting 
them to the priest said, ''These, sir, you wish me to under^ 
stand, will be chsmged into the real body and blood of Christ, 
after you have consecrated them." "Most certainly," he 
replied. "Then, sir,*' she rejoined, "it will not be possible, 
after the consecration, for them to do any harm to the worthy 
partakers ; for says our Lord, ' My flesh is meat indeed, and 
my blood is drink indeed,, and he that eateth me shall live by 
me,* " " Assuredly," answered the priest, " they can not do 
harm to the worthy receivers, but must conmiunicate great 
good." The ceremony was proceeded in, the bread and wine 
were consecrated, and the priest was about to take an^ eat the 
bread; but the lady begged pardon for interrupting him, 
adding,."! mixed a little arsenic with the bread, sir; but, as 
it is now truly changed into the real body of Christ, il can 
not of course do you any harm." The priest was silenced; 
and retiring from the house, mortified and confounded, never 
again attempted to urge his views on the lady. 

Trees, a Reason fob Planting. — ^A poor and aged man, 
busied in planting apple-trees, was rudely interrupted by the 
interrogation, " Why do you plant trees, who can not hope to 
eat the fruit of them ? " He raised himself up, and, leaning 
upon his spade, replied, " Some one planted trees before I was 
bom, and I have eaten the fruit; I now plant for others, that 
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the memorial of my gratitade may exist when I am dead and 
gone." 

TaiFLES. — A friend called on Michael Angelb, who was 
finishing a statue, and some time afterward called again: tllb 
sculptor was still at his work. The friend, looking at the 
figure, exclaimed, ^^ You have heen idle since I *8aw you last! " 
" By no means," replied the sculptor, " I have retouched this 
part, and polished that; t have softened this feature, and 
brought out this muscle ; I have ^ven more expression to 
this lip, and more energy to this limb." " Well, weU," said 
his friend,' "but all tJiese are trifles." "It maybe so," 
replied Angelo, ^^but recollect that trifles make perfection, 
and perfection is no trifle." 

Trinity, the Doctrine op. — ^Dr. Priestly, who utterly 
denied and opposed the doctrine of the Trinity, once said to 
Dr. Miller, of Princeton, " I do not wonder thajt you Calvinists 
entertain and express a strongly unfayorable opinion of us 
Unitarians. The truth is, there neither can be, nor ought to 
be, any compromise between us. If pau are right, we are not 
Okristians at all; and if we are right, pou are gross idol- 
aters,^^ What stronger or morie truthful statement, could be 
made by the most rigid Galvinist! 

Trinity, the, Doctrinb op. — ^'^The following anecdote of 
the late Daniel Webster," says the Rev. E. N. Kirk, "I am 
authorized from his own lips, to say is authentic. Being 
asked by a Unitarian gentleman, whether he believed that 
three and one were the same thing, he replied in a manner 
perfectly characteristic, as it disposes of the real difficulty of 
the Trinity, ^ Sir, I believe you and I do not understand the 
arithmetic of heaven.' " 

Troubles, how to treat. — Southey says in one of his 
letters, " I have told you of the Spaniard, who always put on 
spectacles when he was about to eat cherries, that they nught 
look bigger and more tempting. In like manner, I make the 
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most of my enjoyments ; and though I do not cast my cares 
away, I pack them in as little compass as possible, and carry 
them as conveniently as I can for myself, and never let them 
iipnoy others." 

Truth, before Life. — ^Bishop Hooper was condemned to be 
burned at Gloucester, in Queen Mary's reign. A gentleman, 
with the view of inducing him to recant, said to him, ^^ Life 
is sweet, and death is bitter." fiooper replied,. ^'The death 
to come is more bitter, and the life to come more sweet. I 
am come hither to end this life, and suffer death, because I 
will not gainsay the truth I have herg formerly taught you." 
When brought to the stake, a box, with a pardon from the 
queen in it, was set before him. The determined martyr 
cried out, "If you love my soul, away with it; away with it." 

Truth, Divinb, rre Power in a Court of Justice. — " While 
traveling in Pennsylvania," says a popular writer, " I stepped 
one day into the court-room of an inland town. Among the 
prisoners, I saw a lad of about ten years of age, whose sad and 
pensive countenance, and innocent appearance, caused him to 
look sadly out of place among the hardened criminals by 
whom he was surrounded. Close by the box, and manifesting 
the greatest interest in the proceedings, sat a tearful woman, 
whose anxious glance left us no room to doubt that it was his 
mother. We turned with sadness from the scene, to inquire 
of the offense of the prisoner, and learned he was accused of 
stealing money. 

"The case was soon commenced, and by the interest mani- 
fested by that large crowd, we found that our heart was not 
the only one in which sympathy for the lad existed. How we 
pitied him ! The bright smile had vanished from his face, and 
now it expressed the cares of the aged. His yoimg sister, a 
brighlreyed girl, had gained admission to his side, and 
cheered him with the whispering of hope. But that sweet 
voice, which before caused his heart to boimd with happiness, 
added only to the grief his shame had brought upon him. 
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*' The progress of the case acquainted ns with the circnin- 
stances of the loss, the extent of which was but a dime ; no 
more ! The lad's employer, a wealthy, miserly and unprin- 
cipled manufEtcturer, had made use of it for the purpose of 
what he called ^testing the boy's honesty.' It was placed, 
where firom its very position, the lad would oftenest see it, 
and least suspect the trap. A day passed ; and the master, 
to his mortification, not pleasure, found the coin untouched. 
Another day passed, and yet his object was not gained. He, 
however, was determined that the boy should take it, and so 
he let it remain. 

^^This continued temptation was too much for the boy's 
resistance. The dime was taken. A simple present for that 
little sister was purchased with it.' But while returning 
home to gladden her heart, his own was made heavy by being 
arrested for theft ! a crime, the nature of wh^ch he little knew. 
These circumstances were sustained by several of his employ- 
er's workmen, who were also parties to the plot. An attorney 
urged upon the jury the necessity of making the ^ little rogue' 
an example to others by pimishment. His address had great 
effect upon all who heard it. Before, I coidd see many tears 
of sympathy for the lad, his widowed mother, and faithful 
sister. But their eyes were all dry now, and none looked as 
if they cared for aught else but a conviction. The accuser 
sat in a conspicuous place, smiling as if in fiend-like exulta- 
tion over the misery he had brought upon that poor, but once 
happy trio. Wq felt there was but little hope for the boy, 
and the youthfiil appearance of the attorney who had volun- 
teered }us defense, gave no encouragement, as we learned that 
it was his first address. As he rose, for a moment he seemed 
somewhat confused ; and as he reached to a desk, and took 
up the Bible which had been used in taking the oaths of the 
witnesses, a smile passed round the room, while one rough 
fellow, in an under tone said: ^He forgets where he is. 
Thinking to take hold of some ponderous law book, he has 
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made a mistake and got the Bible/ The remark made fhe 
young attorney flush with anger, and turning his flashing 
eyes upon the audience, he convinced them there was no 
mistake, saying, * Justice wants no other book.' His confb- 
sion was gone ; and instantly he was as calm as the sober 
judge on the bench. The Bible was opened, and every eye 
was upon him, as he quietly and leisurely turned over the 
leaves. Amidst breathless silence he read to the jury this 
sentence: ^Lead us not into temptation.' We felt our heart 
throb at the sound of these words. The audience looked at 
each other without speaking, and the jurymen exchanged 
glances as the appropriate quotation carried its moral to their 
hearts. Then followed an address, which, for its pathetic 
eloquence, we have never heard excelled. Its influence was 
like magic. We saw the guilty accuser leave the room in 
fear of personal violence. . The prisoner looked hopeful ; the 
mother's face lost its sadness, and before its conclusion, the 
whole court-room was melted to tears. The jury consulted 
for a moment, while all- was stillness and suspense; and then 
as their whispering consultation ceased, and ^not guilty' 
came from the foreman, it passed like a thrill of electricity 
from lip to lip; the austere dignity of the court was forgotten, 
and not a voice was there that did not join in the acclamation 
that hailed the lad's release. 

" The young lawyer's first plea was a successful one. He 
was soon a favorite, and is now a distinguished man. The 
lad has never ceased his gratefiil remembrances ; and we, by 
the affecting scene herein described, have often been led to 
think how manifold greater is the crime of the tempter than 
of the tempted." 

Truth, Divine, the Poweb op. — ^When visiting America, 
the Rev. O. Whitefield often stood on the outside steps of the 
court-house in Philadelphia, and preached to thousands who 
crowded tbe streets below. On one of these occasions, a 
youth pressed as near to his &vorite preacher as possible ; 
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ahd, to testifir his respect, held a lantern for his accommoda- 
tion. Soon after the sermon hegan, he became so absorbed 
in the subject, that the lantern fell from his hand, and was 
dashed to pieces ; and that part of the audience in the imme- 
diate vicinity of the speaker, were not a little discomposed by 
the occurrence. Some years after, Mr. Whitefield, in the 
course of his fifth visit to America, called at St George's, in 
Delaware, where Mr. Bodgers was then settled in the ministry, 
and spent some time with him. In the course of this visit, 
Mr. Bodgers, riding one day with his visitor, asked him 
whether he recollected the occurrence of the little boy who 
was so much afiected with his preaching as to let the lantern 
&S1. Mr. Whitefield answered, ^Oh yes! I remember it 
well ; and have often thought I woidd give anything in my 
power to know who that little boy was, and what had become 
of him. Mr. Bodgers replied, with a smile, ^^I am that little 
boy." Mr. Whitefield, with tears of joy, started firom his 
seat, clasped him in his arms, and with strong emotion 
remarked, that he was the fourteenth person then in the 
ministry, whom he had discovered in the course of that visit 
to America, of whose hopeful conversion he had been the 
instrument. 

Tbuth, Divine, the Power of. — ^A minister fix>m England 
being some years ago at Edinburgh, was accosted very civilly 
by a young man in the street, with an apology for the liberty 
he was taking : ^^ I think, sir," said he, *^ I have heard you at 
Spafields chapel." ^^ You probably may, sir, for I have some- 
times ministered there." " Do you remember," said he, " a 
note put up by an afflicted widow, beting the prayers of the 
oongregation for the conversion of an ungodly son ? " ^^ I do 
very well remember such a circumstance." " Sir," said he, 
'^ I am the very person ; and, wonderful to tell, the prayer 
was effectuaL Going on a frolic with some other abandoned 
young men, one Stinday^ through the Spafields, and passinj^ 

by the. chapel, I was struck with its appearance, and hearing 

22 
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it was a Methodist chapel, we agreed to mixigle with the 
crowd, and stop for a few minutes to laugh and mock at the 
preacher and the people. We had only just entered the 
chapel, when you, sir, read the note, requesting the prayers 
of ttie congregation for an afflicted widow's son. I heard it 
with a sensation I can not express. I was struck to the heart ; 
and, though I had no idea that I was the individual meant, 
I felt that it expressed the bitterness of a widow's heart, who 
had a child as wicked as I knew myself to be. My mind was 
instantly solemnized. I could not laugh ; my attention was 
riveted on the preacher. I heard his prayer and sermon with 
an impression very different from that which had carried me 
into the chapel. From that moment, the truths of the gospel 
penetrated my heart ; I joined the congregation ; cried to God 
in Christ for mercy, and found ppace in believing ; became 
my mother's comfort, as I had long been her heavy cross, and 
through grace have ever since continued in the good ways of 
the Lord. An opening having lately been made for an advan- 
tageous settlement in my own country, I came hither with 
my excellent mother, and for some time past have endeavored 
to dry up the widow's tears, which I had so often caused to 
flow, and to be the comfort and support of her old age, as I 
had been the torment and affliction of her former days. We 
live together in the enjoyment of every mercy, happy and 
thankful ; and every day I acknowledge the kind hand of the 
Lord, that led me to the Spafields chapel." 

Truth, Divine, the Power of. — About the middle of the 
seventeenth century, the venerable John Plavel, whose 
excellent practical writings are known to all, was settled at 
Dartmoufli, where his labors were greatly blessed. Mr. 
Mavel's manner was remarkably affectionate and serious, often 
exciting very powerful emotions in his hearers. On one 
occasion, he preached from these words: "K any man love 
not the Lord Jesus Christ, let him be Anathema Maranattia." 
The discourse was unusually solemn, particularly the explana- 
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tion of the words, Anathema Mara/natha; ^ cursed with a 
curse, cursed of God, with a bitter luid grieyous curse." At 
the conclusion of the service, when Mr. Mavel arose to pro- 
nounce the benediction, he paused, and said, ^^ How shall I 
bless this whole assembly, when every person in it, who loveth 
not the Lord Jesus Christ, is Anathema Maranatha?" The 
solemnity of this address deeply' affected the audience, and 
one gefttleman, a person of rank, was so overcome by his 
feelings, that he fell senseless to the floor. 

In the congregation was a lad named Luke Short, then 
about Mfteen years old, and a native of Dartmouth. Shortly 
after the event just narrated, he sailed to America, where he 
passed the rest of his life. Mr. Short's life was lengthened 
much beyond the usual term. When a hundred years old, 
he had sufficient strength to work on his farm, and his mental 
fiiculties were very litde impaired. Hitherto he had lived in 
carelessness and sin; he was now a ^^ sinner a hundred years 
old,'' and apparently ready to ^^ die accursed." But one day, 
as he sat in his field, he busied himself in reflecting on his 
past life. Recurring to the events of his youth, his memory 
fixed upon Mr. Mavel's discourse above alluded to, a consid- 
erable part of which he was able to recollect. The affectionate 
earnestness of the preacher's manner, the important truths 
which he delivered, and the effects produced on the congre- 
gation, were brought fi:^h to his mind. The blessing of Gk)d 
accompanied his meditations : he felt that he had not ^* loved 
the.Lord Jesus Christ ; " he feared the dreadful *^ anathema ; " 
conviction was followed by repentance, and at length this^tged 
sinner obtained peace through the blood of atonement, and 
was ^^ found in the way of righteousness." He joined the 
Congregational church in Middleborough, and to the day of 
his death, which took place in his one hundred and sixteenth 
year, gave pleasing evidence of piety. Li this case, eightjr- 
, five years passed away after the seed was sown, before it 
sprang up and brought forth firuit. Let all who would extend 
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divine truth be encouraged ; ^^ in due season tliey diall reap, 
if they Mat not" 

TBtrra, Divine, the Power of. — ^In a seaport town on the 
west coast of England, some years ago, notice was given of a 
sermon to be preached there on Sunday evening. The 
preacher was a man of celebrity; and that circumstance, 
together with the object of the discourse, being to enforce the 
duty of a strict observance of the Sabbath, attracted^an over- 
flowing audience. After the usual prayers and praises, the 
preacher read his text, and was about to proceed wifh his 
sermon, when he suddenly paused, leaning his head on the 
piQpit, and remained silent for a few moments. It was 
imagined that he had become indisposed ; but he soon recov- 
ered himself, and, addressing the congregation, sdd, that 
before entering upon his discourse, he begged tcjiarrate to 
them a short anecdote. ^^ It is now exactly fifteen years," 
said he, ^^ since I was last within this place of worship ; and 
the occasion was, as many here may probably remember, the 
very same as that which has now brought us together. 
Among those who came hither that evening, were three 
dissolute young men, who came not only witli the intention of 
insulting and mocking the venerable pastor, but even with 
stones in their pockets to throw at him as he stood in this 
pulpit. Accordingly, they had not attended long to Ae 
discourse, when one of them said impatiently, ^ Why need we 
listen any longer to the blockhead ? throw ! ' But the second 
stopped him, saying, ^ Let us first see what he makes of this 
point.' The curiosity of the latter was no sooner satisfied, 
than he, too, said, ^ Ay, confound him, it is only as I expected ; 
throw now!' But here the third interposed, and said, 'It 
wwld be better altogether to give up ihe design which has 
brought us here.' At this remark, his two associates took 
offense, and left the place, while he himself remained to the 
end. Now, mark, my brethren," continued the preacher with 
much emt^tion, ''what were afterward the "Mveral fiites of 
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thfise jroong men? The first was hanged, several years ago, 
at lybom, for the crime of forgery ; the second is now lying 
tmder sentence of death, for murder, in the jail of this dty; 
the third, my brethren,'' and the speaker's agitation here 
became excessive, while he paused, and wiped the large drops 
from his brow ; ^^ the third, my brethren, is he who is now 
about to address you; listen to him." 

TBim, Divine, the Searching Power op. — ^^ I was once 
applied to by a stranger, in a place where I was laboring for a 
few Sabbaths," says Bev. Thomas English, ^^ for a sight of a 
letter which I had received, calumniating his character. I 
looked at the man and pitied him, and coolly replied, ^It 
would be a breach of the common principles of society to show 
confidential letters, written to us for the purpose of doing our 
people good.' He retorted, in an angry tone, ' I demand a 
sight of it, sir, as an act of justice due to an injured man.' I 
replied, * How did you know that I had received a letter con- 
cerning you?' *Bjiow!' said he, *it was impossible not to 
know it; your language and manner were so pointed, that it 
was impossible I should be deceived.' I rejoined, * Do not be 
too positive ; you have been deceived before now, I suppose ; 
you may be so again.' ^ It is not possible,' said he ; ^ you 
described the sin, of which I am accused, in the clearest lan- 
guage ; and looking me in the fiEtce, and poihting toward me, 
you said, ^Sinner, be sure your sins will find you out;' I 
therefore expect from you, sir, as a gentleman and a Christian 
minister, that you will give me a sight of the letter, that I 
may know its contents and repel its charges.' I observed, 
*I do not know your name; to my knowledge, I never saw 
you before ; and as you have not told me in what part of the 
sermon it was I was so pointed, if I show you any letter, I 
may show you the wrong one ; I shall, therefore, certainly 
not exhibit any of my letters to you, nor satisfy you whether 
I have received any one about you, till you describe the case 
alluded to.' He hesitated ; but afterward described the on 
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of which he was accused. When, he had finished, looking 
him full in the eyes, assuming a solemn attitude, and using a 
grave and serious tone of voice, I said, ^ Can you look me full 
in the face, as you must your Judge, at the great day of Gk)d, 
and declare that you are innocent of the sin laid to your 
charge ? ' He trembled, turned pale, and his voice fiedtered ; 
guilt and anger struggling in his breast, like the fire in the 
bowels of Mount Etna ; and, summoning up his courage, he 
said, 'I am not bound to make any man my confessor; and 
if I were guilty, no man has a right to hold me up to public 
observation as you have done.' I assumed a benignity of 
countenance, and softened my tones, saying, ^ Do you believe 
the passage I cited. Be sure your sins will find you out^ is 
the word of God ? ' He said, * It may be.' * Surely it is,' said 
I. ' He that made the ear, shall he not hear? He that made 
the eye, shall he not see ? Can he have any difficulty in 
bringing your sin to light? Now, I will tell you honestly, I 
never received any letter or information about you whatever: 
but I am persuaded your sin has found you out; tiie preach- 
ing of the word is one method by which Gh>d makes men's 
sins find them out. Let me entreat you seriously to consider 
your state and character. Who can tell? God may have 
intended this sermon for your good ; he may mean to have 
mercy upon you; this may be the means of saving your neck 
from the gallows, and your soul fi'om hell ; but let me remind 
you, you are not there yet; there still is hope.' He held 
* down his head, clenched his hands one into the other, and, 
bursting into tears, said, ' I never met with anything like this. 
I am certainly obliged to you for your Mendship. I am 
guilty, and hope this conversation will be of essential advan- 
tage to me.' " 

Truth, preferbed to Error. — A Christian minister once 
said to a Socinian preacher, " You are always telling people 
the worth of their good works, flattering them, Ac.; now we 
tell them of their depravity, sinfulness, and danger ; yet few 
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come aad hear you, while our houses are filled. Can you 
assign a reason for this?" He said he could not. ^^ Well/' 
said the minister, ^^I will tell you; there is a conviction on 
people's minds that what we preach is truth, and what, you 
preach is falsehood." 

Tempeb, Contbol op. — ^It is said of Bev. Dr. Hough, Bishop 
of Worcester, who was remarkable for the control of his 
temper, that having, on a certain occasion, a good deal of 
company at his house, a gentleman desired him to show them 
a curious weather-glass, which the bishop had lately bought, 
and which cost him some thirty guineas. The servant was 
accordingly ordered to bring it; but in delivering it to the 
gentleman, he xmfortunately let it fall, and broke it to pieces. 
The company were all disturbed by the accident, and particu- 
larly the gentleman who had asked for it, and who was 
making many apologies for the accident. ^^Do not be 
concerned," said the bishop, smiling, ^^ for I think it rather a 
lucky omen. Thus far, we have had quite a dry season ; and 
now I hope we shall have some rain : for I protest I do not 
remember ever to have seen the glass so low before in my 
life." 

Tempeb, Contbol of. — ^The late Bev. Mr. Brewer, of 
Stepney, was remarkable for the control of his temper. He 
had adopted certain maxims, by the constant observance of 
which he maintained in all his civil, domestic and social 
connections, the utmost harmony and peace. On being asked 
what these rules were, he replied, that ^* he was deaf, when he 
could hear; blind, when he could see; dumb, when he could 
speak ; and that while he extinguished all the fires he could^ 

he never kindled any." 

* 

Tempebance, in Eating. — ^^ A gentleman of my acquaint- 
ance," says Cotton Mather, ^^ visiting the famous Dr. Lower, 
.asked him for the best advice he could give him, how to 
preserve his health, and prolong his life. The doctor only 
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answered him, * Do not eat too much.' After some conTez^ 
sation, the gentleman, not imagining tiiat the doctor had 
replied to his query, repeated it. The doctor replied, * Did I 
not tell you? Do not eat too much; do not eat too much!* 
and quietly resumed the conyersation." And the advice of 
another distinguished physician was, ^^ Be moderate in your 
diet; take much exercise, and as little medicine as possible.' 
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Temperance, op Sully. — Sully, the great statesman of 
France, always kept up the temperate habits of liying, to 
which he had been accustomed in early life in the army. 
His meals consisted of a few dishes, dressed in the plainest 
and most simple manner. The courtiers often reproached 
him with the simplicity of his table, and intimated that it 
woidd be noticed by his distinguished visitors. To this he 
used to reply, in the words of an ancient philosopher: "If 
the guests are men of sense, there is sufficient for them; and 
if they are not, I can well dispense with their company." 

Tdce. — ^The Egyptians, it is said, drew Time with three 
heads : the first, of a greedy^ wolf, gaping for the past, because 
it hath ravenously devoured the memory of so many things 
gone forever; the second, of a crowned lion, roaring for the 
present, because it hath the control of all passing actions; 
and the third, of a deceitful dog, fawning for the time to 
come, because it feeds so many with flattering hopes and 
' purposes to their eternal ruin ! \ 

TqcE, THE Value op. — ^" Call back my misspent time," said 
a sick and apparently dying woman, to those who were 
endeavoring to comfort her in view of the past, and in pros- 
pect of the future ; " call back my misspent time ; then ttiere 
may be some hope for me. But now my time is gone, 'and it 
is too late to prepare for eternity ! 



» 



Theater, Death in the. — ^In 1794, when the king and 
queen, on some public occasion, attended the Haymarket 
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theator, fifteen persons were crashed to death in the crowd 
that was seeking to gain admission. A person who witnessed 
the 8oene,4hen resolved never to go again to .the theater; 
for, said he, it can not be a place where death can be met with 
composhre and J07. This is a good test to applj to any and 
all amusements, that may either invite or tempt us. 

Tongue, Government of the. — ^An ancient hermit, after 
having heard read the first verse of the thirty-ninth psalm, 
" I will take heed to my ways, that I sin not vrtth my tongue," 
refused to hear the second; "For," said he, "nineteen years 
I have been trying to reduce this lesson to practice, and until 
I am able to do it, the effort will occupy all my time and 
labor." And Plutarch says of Epaminondas, "that no man 
knew more, and spake less, than he did ; " and of a "wise 
philosopher of old, it is written, that "he bound his pupils to 
five years of silence, that they might learn not to use their 
tongues till they knew how to govern them, and not to speak 
tUl they had something to say ! " 

Tbeacheby, funished. — ^As an instance of the well-deserved, 
though entirely unexpected punishment of treachery, it is 
related in history, that Tarpeia, a daughter of the governor 
of the Roman citadel, promised to open the gates to the 
Sabines, if they would give her what they wore on their left 
arms, meaning their golden bracelets, with the costliness and 
value of which, she was thus tempted to betray her country. 
The king of the Sabines consented ; but as he entered the 
gates, to punish her and her perfidy, he threw not only his 
bracelet, but also his heavy shield upon Tarpeia; and all his 
followers imitating his example, she was crushed to death 
under the weight of the bracelets and shieldi9 of the Sabine 
army, both which they wore on their left arms ! 

Tbeachebt, to a Father, funished. — ^A noble senator of 
Borne being, for some offense, proscribed by the triumviri, 
they promised a great reward to any one that should discover 
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him I whereupon his own son, being tempted bj the reward, 
betrayed his father. The triumyiri, according to their 
promise, first rewarded him for his service to the state, and 
then to punish his treachery to his own father, they threw 
him headlong from the capitol, and broke his neck. 

Trial, rrs Effect. — ^Themistocles, in some great trial, once 
said, ^^ I should have been undone, if I had not been undone." 
And so trial, often, in the hands of providence, proves a 
source of the highest good. David speaks of his affliction as 
more blessed and valuable to him than his crown; and of an 
eminent saint, it is said, that under deep trial he exclaimed, 
^^ Strike on, strike on. Lord, for now I know I am a child of 
thine!" 

Trial, its Effect. — ^^ I remember," says Whitfield, " some 
years ago, that I went into a glass-house, and standing 
there, saw several masses of burning glass in various forms. 
The workman took a piece of glass and put it in one furnace, 
and then in another, and then in a third. I said to him, 
* Why do you put this through so many fires ? ' He answered, 
^ Oh, sir, the first was not hot enough, nor the second, and so 
we put it in the third, and that will make it transparent.' 
And so, the Christian must be tried till he is fit for the 

Master's use." 

« 

Trials, designed to lead us to Gk)D. — ^A lady having two 
sons, to whom she was devotedly attached, suddenly had hews 
brought her that both of them were drowned. After a 
momentary burst of grief, she more calmly said, ^^I see God 
will have all my heartj and he shall have it." 

Triaib, give Time for TnouGHTPULNBas. — ^Winceslaus, king 
of' Bohemia, after the defeat and flight of his army, being 
himself taken captive by the enemy, was asked how he did. 
And his answer was: ^' Never better. While I had > all my 
army about me, I could find but little time to think of Gk>d ; 
whereas, now, being stripped of all earthly dependence, I 
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think of Gh>d only, and betake myself wholly to his pror- 
idence." 

Triaib, Needful. — ^When Cecil was at college, he had 
many conflicts of mind, and many trials in outward matterst 
and from his associates, which were hard to bear. One day, 
while thinking on the whole subject, he walked out in a large 
garden, where he noticed a fine pomegranate tree, cut almost 
through the stem near the root. On asking the gardener the 
reason of this, ^< Sir," said he, ^^ this tree used to shoot so 
strong as to bear nothing but leaves. I was therefore obliged 
to cut it as you see; and when it was almost cut through, 
then it began to bear fruit richly and plentifully." The 
gardener's explanation of this act, conveyed a striking illus- 
tration to Mr. Cecil's mind ; and he went back to his room 
comforted and instructed by the explanation ; feeling that, in 
the providence of Gbd, it is even good to be afflicted, if 
thereby we may be led to do his will. 

Trials, THEm Teachino. — ^A minister was recovering from 
a dangerous illness, when one of his Mends said to him: 
^^ Though God seems, sir, to be bringing you up from the 
gates of death, yet it will be a long time before you will 
sufficiently regain your strength of body and mind, to preach 
again as usual." The good man replied, " My friend, you 
are mistaken ; for these six weeks of illness have taught me 
more of divinity than all my past studies, and all my ten 
years' ministry put together." In a similar spirit, Luther 
used to say, ^^that affiictions and trials were the theology of 
Christians." 

Tbiais, IlNr^EBSAL. — ^An eastern prince, mourning for the 
loss of an only daughter, as though his sufferings were greater 
than those of others, was told by a sage who was distinguished 
for wi8d9m, ^^ I will restore your daughter to life, if you will 
engrave on her tomb the names of three persons who have 
never been called to monming." The prince made diligent 
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Inqtiiry after such persons, bat soon found fliat all his 
inquiries were in vain ; thus being imprest with the sad 
truth, ihat trials are universal, and that all are the children 
of sorrow. 

Trust, m Qod. — ^When the Rev. Ebenezer Erskine was 
dying, a friend calling on him, said, ^^ Sir, 70U have given us 
much good advice as to our soiQs : pray tell me what you are 
doing now with your own ? " " I am doing," said the good 
man, ^^ just what I was doing forty years ago ; I am resting on 
that word, ^ I am the Lord thy God ; ' and resting on this, I 
' mean to die.'* To another, he said, " The covenant is my 
charter; and if it had not been for that blessed word, ^I am 
the Lord thy Ood,' my hope and strength would have 
perished." The night on which he died, his daughter was 
reading in the room, when turning to her he said,' ^^ What 
book is that you are reading, my dear?" ^'It is one of your 
sermons," was the reply. "Which one?" "It is the sermon 
on the text, *! am the Lord thy God,'" "Oh! my child," 
said he, "that is the best sermon I ever preached." And a 
little .afterward, closing his own eyes with his fingers, he 
calmly fell asleep in that Saviour in whom was all his 
trust. 

Trust, in God. — ^The Rev. Jonathan Burr, who had fled, 
with many others, from persecution in England to take refuge 
in this country, had just been preaching on the redeeming of 
time, when he was taken seriously ill with an attack of sick- 
ness, from which he never recovered, and during the whole 
course of which he manifested the most childlike trust and 
confidence in God. His wife, perceiving his willingness to 
die, asked him whether he was desirous to leave her and 
their children? To this query, he answered, "Do not 
mistake me. I am not desirous of that ; but I bless God that 
now my will is his will. If he will have me yet live with my 
dear wife and children, I am willing. I will say to you, my 
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dear wife and children, as the apostle says, ^ It is Setter for 
you that I abide with you; but it is better for me to depart 
and be with Christ.' " And perceiving his wife disconsolate, 
he asked her, if she could not be willing to part with him. 
And on her saying, by way of answer, "how hard it was," 
he replied, "that God would be better than ten thousand 
husbands;" adding, "Our parting will be but for a little 
season, and we shall soon meet again." Observing how 
diligently his wife attended him, he said, "Do not spend so 
much time with me,. but go and spend some time in prayer; 
for you know not what you may obtain from God; I* fear you 
are too much overwhelmed with this afOiction." The night 
befor^ he died, he was heard to say, " I will wait and trust 
till my change come." And a few hours before his departure, 
when one said, " The sting of death is taken Away. Jesus 
Christ hath obtained this for you, though the adversary, if it 
were possible, would deceive the very elect;" he said, with 
much earnestness, " If it were possible ; but blessed be God, 
it is not possible." And when apparently just expiring, he 
called for his wife, and fixing his eyes steadily upon« her, said, 
"Trust in God; cast all your care upon him, for he careth 
for you." And in this calm trust in God, he sweetly fell 
asleep. The well-known Thomas Hooker, of Hartford, having 
heard him preach but a few weeks before, at Gharlestown, 
said, " Surely, this man will not be long out of heaven, for he 
preaches as if he were already there." 

Trust, in God, illustrated Tb a CmLD. — ^^ I imprinted on 
my daughter," says GecU, " at an early age, the nature of 
fidth and trust in God. She was playing, one day, with a few 
beads, which seemed to delight her wonderfully. Her whole 
soul was absorbed in them. I said, ^ My dear, you have some 
pretty beads there.' *Yes.' *And you seem to be vastly 
pleased with them.' * Yes, father.' * Well, now, throw them 
all into the fire.' The tears started to her eyes ; she looked 
earnestly at me, as though she ought to have a reason for 
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such a cruel sacrifice. ' Well, my dear/ I said, ^ you can do 
as you please ; but you know I neyer told you to do a thing 
which I did not think would be good for you.' She looked 
at me a few moments longer, and then summoning up all her 
fortitude, her breast heaying with the effort, she dashed them 
all into the fire. Some days after, I bought her a box full 
of larger beads and toys of the same kind. When I returned 
home, I opened the treasure, and set it before her. She burst 
into tears with ecstacy. * These, my child,* said I, * are yours, 
because you belieyed and trusted me, when I told you it 
would be better for you to throw those few paltry beads in the 
fire. Now that has brought you this treasure. But now, my 
dear, remember as long as you liye what faith is. I did all 
this to teach you the meaning of faith. You threw away 
your beads when I bid you, because you had fidthful con- 
fidence, in me, that I neyer adyised you but for your good. 
Put the same confidence in God. Belieye eyerything he says 
in his word. Whether you understand it or not, haye fidtb 
in him that he means your good.'" The illustration is 
striking, of the nature of that entire faith, or confidence and 
trust, that, in all things, we should repose in God. 

Truth, rrs AnyocATES pbotected bt PRoyiDENCE. — ^Bev. 
Joseph Stennett, a fidthful and laborious minister of the 
seyenteenth century, was much opposed and persecuted by 
the enemies of the gospel; and yet in seyeral instances, was 
wonderfully deliyered from their hands. His house was so 
located, that religious assemblies could meet there for worship 
without any danger of legal conyiction, unless informers were 
admitted, which care was taken to preyent. A justice of the 
peace in the neighborhood, highly proyoked at this, resolyed, 
together with another officer, on haying him conyicted of 
preaching, by suborning false witnesses. And accordingly 
seyeral persons were hired to swear that they had heard 
prayer and preaching in his house, though in fact they had 
neyer been present. Mr. Stennett, seeing that the indictment 
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was eyidenfly malicious, and being well assured that nothing 
but peijury could support it, resolved to stand trial, and did 
so; and his adyersaries now felt sure of success. But sud- 
denly and unexpectedly the scene changed. News came to 
the justice, that his son, who was to have been one of the 
witnesses, had gone off with a company of players. The chief 
opposer alluded to, who had been boasting of what he would 
do by the prosecution, had been, before the trial, removed by 
sudden death. Another of the witnesses was kept at home 
by an attack of sickness, of which he afterward died. Another, 
on his way to the court, fell and broke his leg. In short, of 
all the persons depended on as witnesses, only one was 
present ; and he, before the trial, admitted, in public, that his 
statements were false, and so did not go to the stand to testify. 
So that when Mr. Stennett came to the place of trial, neither 
prosecutor nor witness appearing against him, he wUs dis- 
charged. Thus, in this case, were the. enemies of the truth 
disappointed, and their schemes overthrown. 

Truth, Objections op a Cavileb to, answebbd. — ^A cer- 
tain caviler went to a dervise, and asked tlu*ee questions: 
first, ^^ Why do they say that Ood is omnipresent? I do not 
see him. in any place: show me where he is." Secondly, 
^' Why is man punished for his crimes, since whatever he 
does, proceeds firom Ood ; for Ood being sovereign and omnip- 
otent, man can not do anything against his will." . Third, 
*^ How can Ood pimish Satan in hell-fire, since he is formed 
of that element, and what hurt can fire do to itself? " The 
dervise, after hearing his questions, took up a large clod of 
earth, and throwing it at the questioner, struck him violently 
on the head with it. The man went to the cadi, and in 
complaint said, '^ I went to the dervise and proposed three 
questions to him, and instead of answering me, he has thrown 
a clod of earth at me, which, striking me on the head, has 
ffven me much pain, and done me severe ii\jury." The cadi, 
having sent for the dervise, asked, *^ Why did you throw a 
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clod of earth at his head, instead of replying to him?" 
The deirise .replied, "The clod of earth was mj answer to his 
speech. He says he has a pain in his head; let him show me 
where it is, and I will make God yisible to him. And why 
does he complain against me to you? Whatever I did, 
according to his objection, was the act of Ood ; I did not 
strike him but by the will of Ood, and what power have I, or 
efficiency, that I should be accountable ? And as he is com- 
poimded of the earth, how can he suffer pain from, or be 
injured by that element?" The man was confounded, the 
cadi pleased with the answer, and the dervise permitted to go 
free. 

Tbuth, of Histobt. — ^As showing what opinions have been 
expressed as to the truth of professed and written history, it 
is said, that when Charles Y. had occasion to send for a cer- 
tain history, he used to say, " Bring me my liar." And when 
Sir Bobert Walpole's son Horace was about to read to him 
some historical piece, the father stopped him short, saying, 
" Do not read history, for I know it must be false." And 
Frederick the Great, of Prussia, ordering his secretary to read 
to him, in reply to the query, "Shall I read history to 
your majesty," said, "No, no; not history: there is no truth 
in history." 

Tbuth, the Poweb op Divinb. — A man and his wife, both 
at violent temper, having quarreled, the latter left her home, 
resolved to go to the river, and there drown herself, that so 
she might escape the troubles of life. On her way, however, 
seeing a church opened and lighted, she went in, and there 
was so deeply interested in the sermon of the preacher, that 
she gave up her purpose, and went home subdued and meek 
as a child. Struck with her appearance, her husband asked 
her where she had been, and she told him. " And did you 
not see me there?" he asked. She replied that she did not. 
*^Well," said he, "I was there, and blessed be God, I have 
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leceived a lesson that I shall never forget, and that I hope 
may be my salvation." And so deeply were they both 
impressed, that, in the end, they gave hopeful evidence of 
being indeed converted, and thenceforth lived to be a comfort 
and help to each other. 

Truth, the Power of DrnNE. A wicked young man, 
having gone to hear John Wesley preach, that he might 
return and ^^ take him off," as he expressed it, by imitating 
his manner and discourse for the amusement of his compan- 
ions, was so struck with the preacher's text, ^^ Prepare to 
meet thy Ood," that he went back solemn and thoughtful. 
He was asked by his associates, if he had ^^ taken off the 
old Methodist ? " " No," said he, " but he has taken me off; " 
and from that time, he forsook his vile companions to go with 
the serious and thoughtful. 

Truth, the Wonderful Fulfillment of Prophetic. — ^Tbe 
awful and complete overthrow of Jerusalem by Titus, affords 
a wonderful illustration of the truth of the predictions of the 
Bible. Christ had foretold, that ^^ not one stone of the temple 
should be left upon another." But Titus, resolving to preserve 
{his splendid building, as a monument of his triumph, gave 
strict orders that it should be guarded from all injury. A 
soldier, however, "moved," says Josephus, "by a divine 
impulse, rising on the shoulders of his companion, cast a 
brand of fire into the sanctuary." Titus rushed to the spot 
to urge his men to extinguish the flames; but he entreated^ 
threatened, and even punished, in vain. The fury of his 
soldiers could not be controlled : they seemed to delight in 
witnessing and increasing the burning. All was consumed ! 
Thus perished that magnificent temple, which is said to have 
been built of marble so white, that it appeared like a mount* 
ain of snow ; and which was so ornamented with gold, even 
on the outside, as to make it painful to look at when the sun 
shone ; and the stones of which were of incredible magmtndo. 

28 
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And 80 entirely was the city afterward raased to its fonndar 
tions, that a^ plowshare was driven orer its whole extent 
and compass. The apostate Julian, with the express design 
of falsifying the prediction of Christ, attempted to rebuild it; 
but he was never able to accomplish it; nor has the city ever 
been built, on the same spot, to this hour. 

Truth, what the most Sanctifying and Usbful. — ^^ Five 
persons," says Mr. Brooks, ^^ were studying what were the best 
means of mortifying sin, and gprowing in gprace. One said, 
'to meditate on death;' the second, 'to meditate on the 
judgment ; ' the third, ' to meditate on the joys of heaven ; ' 
the fourth, 'to meditate on the sufferings of the lost in hell;' 
but tibe fifth, ' to meditate on the blood and sufferings of Jesus 
Christ, and on his blessed example.' And so, do not all true 
believers find it? Is not Christ all in all to the Christian." 

Tbuth, pbefebbed to Life. — Gkdeazius, a gentleman of 
great wealth, who suffered martyrdom at St. Angelo, in Italy, 
being entreated by his friends to recant, and thus save his life, 
replied, " Death is much sweeter to me with the testimony of 
tfuth, than life with its least denial." 

Truthfulness. — ^Herodotus tells us, in the first book of his 
history, that the ancient Persians instructed their children, 
from the age of five to that of twenty years, in only three 
things; viz., to manage a horse,. to shoot dexterously with 
the bow, and to speak the truth. So much importance did 
they attach to this habit in the minds of the yoimg! 

Teuthfulnbss. — A friend of Dr. Johnson, who knew him 
most intimately, alluding to his habitually strict adherence to 
the truth, said, that " in his ordinary conversation, he always 
spoke as if he were speaking imder oath." 
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Tbuthfdlmbbs, Peirabch. — ^Petrarch, the celebrated Italian 
poet, recommended himself to the confidence and affection of 
Cardinal Golonna, in whose family he resided, by his candor 
and strict regard to tmth. A violent quarrel occurred in the 
household ol this nobleman, which went so far, that recourse 
was had to arms: the cardinal wished to know the foundation 
of this afiGur ; and that he might be able to decide with justice, 
he assembled all his people, ajad obliged them to bind them- 
selres by a most solemn oath, to declare the whole truth. All, 
without exception, submitted to the determination; even 
the Bishop of Luna, brother to the cardinal, was not excused* 
Petrarch, in his turn, presenting himself to take the oath, the 
cardinal closed the book and said, '^ As to you, Petrarch, your 
word is sufficient." 

TbuthfuIiNEBB, of Washington. — ^When Washington was 
about rix years of age, some one made him a present of a 
hatchet, of which being, like most children, immoderately 
fond, he went about chopping everything that came in his 
way ; and going into the garden, he unluckily tried its edge 
on an English cherry-tree, which he barked so terribly, as to 
leave very little hope of its recovery. The next morning,^ his 
&ther saw the tree, which was a great favorite, in that con- 
dition, and inquired who had done this mischief, declaring he 
would not have taken five guineas for the tree ; but nobody 
could inform him. Presently after, however, George came, 
with the hatchet in his hand, into the place where his father 
was, who immediately suspected him to be the cidprit. 
^^ George," said the old gentleman, ^^ do you know who killed 
that beautiful little cherry-tree yonder, in the garden ? " The 
child hesitated for a moment, and then nobly replied, ^^ I can't 
tell a lie, pa; you know I can't tell a lie; I cut it with my 
hatchet." *^ Bun to my arms, my boy," exclaimed his father ; 
<<run to my arms: glad am I, George, that you killed my 
tree, for you have paid me for it a thousand-fold. Such aa 
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act of tratiifblnen and heroism, is, m; eon, of more vorth 
than ft thoasand cherry-treee, if blooeomed with eilver, or 
bearii^ fiiiitB of gold." 




TuBCLAB Bbidoe. — This wonder of modem engineering, 
forming a part of the railroad from Ohester to Holyhead, is 
thrown over the Menai straits, which separate Caernarvon 
from the island of Anglesey. It is one hundred feet above 
high-water level, and formed of long, hollow, rectangalar 
tubes ; one for up, and the other for down-trains ; composed 
(^ wrought iron boiler-plates riveted together, and resting on 
huge and massive towers of masonry. Of these tabes or 
galleries, eight in number, four for eaoh line, the four 
shortest are each two hundred and ^rty feet, and the fbnr 
longest each four hundred and sevens-two feet in length. 
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The middle and largest pier or tower, is sixty-two feet bjr 
fifty-two at the base, and rises majesticallj to a hight of two 
hundred and thirty feet. The workmen engaged upon this 
bridge, with their wives and fieuaiilies, were equal in number 
to the pppulation of a moderately sized town, and had the 
usual provisions for large communities, of a clerg]rman, 
schoolmaster, surgeon, &c. The entire cost of the stupendous 
structure, was about three million, five hundred thousand 
dollars. 

TnuNT, THS End of One. — ^Nero, the Boman emperor, was 
• a monstor of oruelty. Among the persons wantonly sacrificed 
by his tyranny, were, his own mother, his wife, his .preceptor 
Seneca, the poet Lucan, and the apostle Paul. But the judg- 
ments of Gh)d at last overtook him. He was condemned to 
be tragged naked through the streets of Rome, to be whipped 
to death, and afkerward to h&ve his body thrown down the 
Tarpeian rock, like the meanest male&ctor. 
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INBELIEP, IQNORAM'.— I)r. John- 
I son being asked why it was that so 
I many who called themselves htemy 
I men, were unbelievers, replied, "Be- 
I cause they are iffnorant of the Bible." 
'If they were truly acquainted with 
I its contents, they would be compelled to 
iL'knawledge it was from God. And the truth 
of the rema^ is confirmed by the fact, that Bome of the most 
distingoished advocates of Christianity took up the Bible to 
oppose, and ended by beHev^ and defending it. 

Unbeuef, thb Gbbatst of Au. Sins. — In early years, Mr. 
Marahall, the author of a work on sanctification, was in great 
distress, fbr a long time, in view of his sinfulness, and from a 
consequent sense of the divine displeasure. At last, on men- 
tioning his case to Dr. Thomas Goodwin, and lamenting the 
greatness of his siuB, that able divine said to him, " You have 
forgotten the greatest of all sins, the sin of unbelief in refiisii^ 
to believe in Christ, and rely on his righteousness and atone- 
ment as the ground of your acceptance with Ood, and of the 
free forgiveness of all your transgressions." This was a word 
in season; and his fears were soon banished, and he was 
filled with joy and peace in believing in Jesus, and lived to be 
eminent for both his holiness and usefulness. 

Unbbubp, the Spibit of. — ^When Galileo begSQ using the 
telescope for the examination of the heavens, it is said ttiere 
was not a philosopher in Florence who could be persuaded to 
look through it, lest he should see something that would 
disturb his belief in the philosophy of Aristotle, and compel 
him to receive the more modem views of astronomy. So 
many are afraid of examining the word of God, lest they 
should jEind th^ views of truth, ussustiuiied or condemned. 
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IJlteBBErrANDING, OF SUBJECTS AND MeN. — ^If JOU want tO 

understand a subject ^ talk with a man whose busmess it is; 
if 70a want to understand the many talk about somethingi 
else. • 

Uneasinebs, the End of. — ^Many, looking only at the evils, 
and not at the blessings of their lot, and seeking satisfia.ction 
in change, find often that they have changed only for the 
worse. They remind one of the inscription on an old tomb- 
stone: ^^ I was well; wanted to be better; took physic, and 
here I am!" 

XJNFArrHFULNESS, IN Reugion, Punished. — ^It is well known 
that Frederick the Great, of Prussia, took great pride in 
having his soldiers well disciplined; and was, therefore, par- 
ticularly attentive to the conduct of the subalterns. It is 
perhaps not so weU known, that he sometimes manifested a 
real respect for religious people; for few men could more 
clearly discern the excellence of the conduct produced by holy 
principles. While, therefore, he sneered at Christianity, he 
sometimes promoted to offices of trust those who consistently 
maintained it. The following incident is an illustration of 
this. 

A sergeant, of the name of Thomas, who was very eiliccess- 
ful in training his men, and whose whole deportment pleased 
the king, was often noticed by him. He inquired respecting 
the place of the sergeant's birth, his parents, his religious 
creed, and the place of worship which he frequented. On 
being informed that he was united with the Moravians, and 
attended their chapel in William street, he exclaimed, ^^ Oh ! 
oh! you are a &natic, are you? Well, well; only take care 
to do your duty, and improve your men." 

The king's common salutation aflier this, was, <^ Well, how 
do you do ? how are you going on in William street ? " His 
majesty at length, in conversation with Thomas's colonel, 
mentioned his intention of promoting the sergeant to an office 
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ia the commissariat department, upon the death of an aged 
man who then filled it. 

The colonel, in order to encourage Thon^, told him of 
the king's design. Unhappily this had an injurious effect 
upon the mind of the sergeant; for, alas! such is the 
deprayily of the human heart, that few can endure the 
temptation of prosperity without sustaining spiritual loss. 
Thomas began to forsake the assemblies of his Christian 
brethren ; and when reproved by his minister, he said, " his 
heart was with him, but he was afraid of offending the king." 
The minister told him to take good heed that his heart did 
not deceiye him. Soon after the sergeant's religious declen- 
sion, he was again accosted by the king, with, ^^ Well, how do 
you do? how are your friends in William street?" "I do 
not know, please your majesty," was the reply. ^^ Not know! 
not know ! " answered the king ; " have you been ill ? " " No, 
please your majesty," rejoined the sergeant; ^^but I do not 
see it necessary to attend there so often as I used to do." 
*^ Then you are not so great a fanatic as I thought you," was 
the royal answer. 

In a short time the aged officer died, and the colonel waited 
upon his majesty to inform him of the vacancy, and to remind 
him of his intention to raise Sergeant Thomas to the situar 
tion. ^^No, no!" said the king, ^^he shall not have it; he 
does not go so often to William street as he used to do." 
Surprised with this peremptory refusal, the colonel withdrew, 
and on his return found his sergeant waiting for the confirma- 
tion of his appointment. ^' I do not know what is the matter 
with the king to-day," said the colonel, ^^ but he will not ^ve 
you the situation. He says you do not go so often to William 
street as you used to do. I do not know what he means ; but 
I suppose you do." Struck in a moment with the awfiil 
impropriety of his conduct, he bowed to the colonel, and 
departed to humble himself before Gk)d. He ever after 
adored the divine mercy, which did not leave him fully to 
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realize the scriptural threatening, ^^ The prosperity of fools 
shall destroy them.' 
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Unhappinbss,' op DisPOsmoN. — ^''Envy's memory," says 
John Foster, '4s nothing but a row of hooks to hangup 
grudges on. Some people's sensibility is a mere bundle of 
aversions, and you hear them display and parade it, not in 
recounting the things they are attached to, but in telling you 

how many things and persons they ' can not bear.* " 

« 

Unhappt, THB MOST. — ^The king of Persia, conyersing witii 
two .philosophers and his vizier, asked, ''What situation of 
jDBJi is most to be deplored?" One of the philosophers 
replied, that it was old age accompanied by porerty; the 
other, that it was to have the body oppressed with infirmities, 
the mind worn out, and the heart broken by a series of 
misfortunes. The vizier, however, replied that he knew a 
ocmdition fiur more to be pitied. " It is that," said he, " of 
him who has passed through life without doing good, and 
who, unexpectedly surprised by death, is sent to appear before 
the bar of the Sovereign Judge of all." 

XTnintelligibles and Incttbables. — ^" It may not be amiss for 
you," says Cotton Mather, "to his son, to have two heaps, a 
heap of unintelligibles and a heap of incurables. Eveiy now 
and then you will meet with something or other that may 
pretty much distress your thoughts; but the shortest way 
with the vexations will be, to throw them with the heap they 
belong to, and be no more distressed about them." 

Univedbaubm and Infideltit. — A noted infidel in New 
York, said, in conversation, of the Universalists of his 
aoquaintance, " They often blame us for our infidelity, and 
what tbey call our profligacy; but I say to them, 'Why find 
fault with us? You say there is no hell to put us in; and 
be, or do what we may, on your doctrine we shall go to, 
heaven as straight as you.' " 
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Univebsaijsm, tested. — ^In the town of B., the board of 
selectmen was composed of four Uniyersalists and a pious 
physician. They acted through the year in great harmony 
as to the business of the town, but at their last meeting it 
was determined to attack the doctor. After they had finished 
their transactions, one of them said, ^^ Doctor, we have been 
very happy in being aasociated with you the year past, and 
that the business of the town has been conducted in harmony, 
and to the satisfaction of our constituents. We haye found 
you to be a man of good sense, eztensiye information, unbend- 
ing integrity, and pure benevolence. It is astonishing to us, 
that a man of your amiable character should belieye the 
doctrine of future punishment." The doctor replied, " Gen- 
tlemen, I should regret very much the forfeiture of the good 
opinion you entertain of me. Will you have the goodness to 
answer candidly a few questions ? Do you believe in a future 
state ? " They replied, « We do." « You believe that death 
will introduce all men to a state of perfect happiness?" 
"Of this we have no doubt." "Are you now happy?" 
"We are not; we are far from it." "How do men act when 
they are unhappy, and know that happiness is within their 
reach ? " '^ They endeavor to attain that happiness ? " " Do 
you believe that I understand the nature and operation of 
medicine ? " " We have no doubt, doctor, of your skill in 
your profession ; but what has that do with the subject?" 
"In this box," said the doctor, taking a tin box in his hand, 
"are pills, which, if you swallow, each of you one, will, with- 
out pain, carry you, within one hour, out of this world of 
trouble, and, if your doctrine be true, place you in a world 
of perfect felicity. Will you accept one of them ? " " No, 
sir." "Willyow.^" "No, sir." When they had aU refused, 
the doctor said, "You must excuse me, gentlemen, from 
embracing your doctrine, until I have better evidence that 
you believe it yourselves." 
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UinvEBSALiBiCy THE GHnj>'s QUESTION. — ^A piotts minister of 
respectable talents, now in the Methodist connection, was 
formerly a preacher among the UniyersaliBts. The incident 
which led him seriously to examine the grounds of that 
doctrine, is striking and singular. He was amusing his little 
son, by telling him the story of the " Children in the Wood." 
The boy asked,' >^ What became of the little innocent chil- 
dren ? "• " They went to heaven," replied the father. " What 
became of the wicked old uncle?" ^^He went to heaven 
too." ^^ Won't he kill them again, &ther ? " said the boy. 

Univebsalibh, the Preacher of. — ^A ITniversalist preacher 
having challenged a minister to a debate as to their respective 
views, the latter declined a formal debate, but proposed that 
each should ask the other three questions, to which a direct 
answer should be returned. This was agreed to. The ITni- 
versalist began. He put his questions, which were promptly 
answered. It then came to the clergyman's turn. His first 
question was, "Do you pray in your family?" Thunder- 
struck and dismayed, the preacher of smooth things knew 
not what to say. At length he asked, " Why ; what has that 
to do with the truth of my doctrine?" "Much," was the 
reply: "*By their fruits ye shall know them.'" At last, he 
frankly confessed that he did not. Then for the second 
question: "When you get displeased, do you not sometimes 
make use of profane language." This was carrying the war 
into the inner temple of his infidel abominations. There was 
no door of escape. Answer he must. It was of no use to 
deny it : he confessed he was profane. " I will go no fiEtrther," 
said the pious clergyman ; "I am satisfied: " and turning to 
the congregation, he added, " I presume you are also. You 
dare not trust your immortal welfare to a prayerless and 
profane guide." Here was a practical argument. Every 
one saw and felt its force. A dozen lectures on the subject 
would not have done half as much good. 
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UNiYKfWALTHM, THS Two AiJEBNAiivw. — A. nniyenalut 
preacher, baying unfolded his doctrine at length, to a large 
assembly, in a Tillage where his views were not extensiyely 
received, at the dose of his discourse offered to come back 
again, and preach permanently if the people wished him to 
do so. A prominent merchant rose, and in reply to him said, 
^^ Sir, if your views are/obe, we do not want your preaching, 
and if they are true^ we do not need it. 

Unthankfdlnbss, bepboved. — ^A poor negro, seeing two 
gentlemen, as they sat down at table in a hotel, at once b^in 
eating without asking a blessing on their food, said to a fellow- 
servant, '^ I wonder if those people know that Ood made them, 
and gives them all their blessings ? " Being overheard in the 
remark, one of the gentlemen said to him sharply, ^' How dare 
you, an ignorant old man, say such things of us ? " The old 
man, with deep humility, said, ^^ Master, I did not intend to 
address you; but if you will not be angry, I will show you 
'where in the Bible it is commanded, that for everything we 
receive we are to give Gbd thanks." This meek reply made a 
deep impression on the minds of both the gentlemen, and was 
the means of the hopeful conversion of one of them. 

USEFULNJiSS, OF A MiKISTEB, DEPENDENT ON THE PbATEBS OF 

HIS People. — ^The minister of a congregation, after many long 
years of faithful labor among his people, was thought by some 
to have declined in his zeal and usefulness; in consequence 
of which some of them called upon him, to urge him to give 
up his charge to some young and active man. The minister 
received them with affection, and assured them that he felt, 
more deeply than they could do, his want of zeal and success 
in his work, and that it had given hiin many sleepless and 
anxious hours. And he added, that he thought he knew the 
cause of it. On being asked what it was, he replied, ^^ that 
the reason was, he had lost his prayer-book." *^ Your prayer- 
book," said one of the gentlemen in surprise; ^^we never 
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knew that you used or had one!" "Yes," said the good 
man, "I have enjoyed the benefit of one for many years till 
lately, and I attribute the want of my success entirely to the 
loss of it. The prayers of my people are my prayer-book. 
And if you will go to ihevi, and engage them in earnest and 
constant prayer in my behalf, while I am engaged in my work, 
I am sure I shall not only preach far better, but you will hear 
more profitably." They i^ceived the admonition most kindly, 
and reported the answer to the people ; and the consequence 
was, that the church wi^ stirred up to prayer, which was 
blessed by the outpourings of the Spirit, and the revival of 
religion. 

Usefulness, Tp: Wat to Happiness. — ^A litde boy, named 
George B., was a bright, cheerful little fellow, a great fiivorite 
with all who knew him. At school, no one was oftener at the 
head of his class, and no one oftener rewarded for his fidelity. 
One night, as the family were all sitting round the fire,' the 
fkther said, " Ohildren, what makes you /nost happy ? " One 
answered one thing, and another, another; but George, look- 
ing up, said, ^^ Father, I think I am always happiest when I 
am trying to do good, and thus to make others happy." 
*^ Bight, right, my son," Sjpdd the father; ^^ stick to that all 
your life, and you will always be a happy man. That is in 
substance the teaching of Christ, when he said, ^ It is more 
blessed to give than to receive.' " 
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ANITT, OP MANKIND.— Every 
man, Bays Pope, has just as much 
vauty as he lacks understaading. 

Vanttt, ocb own. — It is our own 
vanity, that makes the vanity of others 
intolerable to us. 

ANirr, BEVEBKLT BEBUEED. — A Vain JOUBg 

i man, boasting of having been educated at two 
colleges, as though in consequence his attainments were the 
greater, was answered, " That reminds me of an instance I 
knew, of a calf that sucked two cows." " And what was the 
consequence?" said a third person. "Why^air," replied the 
other, very gravely, " the consequence was, it was a great 
calf!" 

, ViunT, OP THE WOELD AND FK HONOBfl. — ^The following 

remarks from a speecli of the Hon. Thomas H. Benton, afford 
a touching exhibition 'of the vanity of the world, and all the 
honors it can confer. "I have gone through," he says, 
alluding to his election to Congress, " with a contest to which 
I had no heart, and into which I was forced by combination 
against life and honor, and from which I gladly escaped. 
What is a seat in Congress to met I have sat thirty years in 
the highest branch in Congress, have made a name to which 
I can add nothing, and I should be only tuixious to save what 
has been gained. I have domestic relations, sorely lacerated 
in these latter times ; a wife, whom I have never neglected, 
and who needs my attention now more than ever; children, 
some separated from me by the expanse of oceans and conti- 
nents, and others by the slender hounds which separate time 
&om eternity. I touch the age which the psalmist assigns as 
the limit of manly life, and must be thoughtless indeed, if I 
do not think of something beyond the flitting and shadowy 
porsuits of this life, of all of which I have seen the vanitj. 
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What is m; occupation ? Ask. the undertaker, that good Mr. 
Lynch, whose face, present on bo m&ny mournful occasions, 
has become pleasant to me. He knows what occupies my 
thoughts and cares; gathering (he bones of the dead— a 
mother, a Bister, two sons, a grandchild ; planting the cypress 
over assembled graves, and marking the spot, where I and 
those who are most dear to me, are soon to be laid." 

YsiuciTr, OB Dtino pbefebbed to Ltino. — A minister, in 
time of persecution, having been seized by the populace at 
Autun, the mayor, who wished to save him, advised him not 
to take the oath, but to allow him (the mayor) to say he had 
taken it. "No;" said the noble-minded minister, "and if 
you had said so, I myself should have been obliged to have 
made known your fitlsehood to the people: it is not pcr- 
Diitted me to ransom even my life by a Msehood, whether 
told by myself, or for me by another." And he went, without 
wavering, to the stake. 

MM' 




Tesuvidb, Uodnt, m Ebuption. — Mount Tesuvius, one of 
the most noted volcanoes in the world, is about seven miles 
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from Naples. Its hight above the level of the sea, is abont 
fhirty-nine thousand feet. No less than thirty-^ight volcanic 
eruptions of Vesuvius are recorded in history. One of the 
most terrible occurred in 1806. The cut gives the appear- 
ance of the mountain when in eruption at night. 

YiCB. — ^What maintains one vice, says Franklin, would 
bring up two children. 

Vice, the Hbabtlbbsnebs of. — ^As a proof of the heartless- 
ness which the habits of vice engender, it is related that on 
the day of the funeral of Madame de Pompadour, the mis- 
tress of Louis XY., the king was walking on the terrace of 
Versailles in conversation on ordinary topics, when suddenly 
remembering that it was the hour of the burial of ^her he 
had professed so fondly to love, he said, with entire unconcern, 
and even in the spirit of jesting, ^^ The countess will have a 
fine day of it, after ail! '' 

VmTUB, EMBODIED. — ^Thc eloqucut Dr. Blair, when con- 
cluding a public discourse,' in which he had descanted with 
his usual elocjuence on the amiability of virtue, gave utter- 
ance to the following apostrophe: ^'O Virtue, if thou wert 
embodied, all men would love thee." 

His colleague, the Bev. R. Walker, ascended the same 
pulpit, on a subsequent part of the same Sabbath, and 
addressing the congregation, said, ^^My reverend friend 
observed, in the morning, that if Virtue were embodied, all 
men would love her. Virtue has been embodied ; but how 
was she treated? Did all men love her? No: she was 
despised and rejected of men ; who, after defiming, insultiiig 
and scoui^g her, led her to Calvary, where they crucified 
her between two thieves." The effect of this fine passage on 
the audience was very powerful. 

VmTUB, WHAT IB IT? — ^To a student who put this question 
to the late Dr. Archibald Alexander, his simple and admirable 
reply was, ^^ Virtue consists in doing our duty^ in the several 
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relations that we stutain, in reject to ourselves j to owrfiUovh 
men, and to Ood^ as known from reason^ conscience j ami 
revelation.^* 

Vow, AN Impious One punished. — It is related in the 
*' Lancet/' on the authority of a distinguished physician, that 
a Mr. H. who had three daughters bom to him one after 
another, but no son, vowed that if his next child should be a 
daughter, he would never speak to her, and more than once 
impiously repeated his vow. Soon after, to his great joy, his 
wife gave birth to a son; and nothing occurred to lessen his 
satisfaction until the child began to speak. To his astonish- 
ment and distress he then found that, while the boy would 
readily address his mother and sisters, and indeed any female, 
nothing could induce him to utter a word to his father or any 
male 'person. This singularity continued during the whole 
of his father's life, a period of thirty years. Entreaties, 
threats, or promises, were of no avail ; and the unhappy man 
frequently lamented, with tears, the painful consequences of 
his rash vow. On the death of Mr. H., the young man, to 
the astonishment of all who knew him, began to speak 
fluently to males as well as to females, although he had never 
been previously known "to utter a word to any of the former 
sex. Mr. H. had no other son. The narrator observes, that 
the young man was in good health, and was ready, together 
with his mother and sisters, to attest the truth of the above 
narrative. 

YowB, NEGLECTED. — ^A young merchant, in one of the large 
cities of America, was seized with a dangerous illness, which 
brought him, apparently, to the very confines of the eternal 
world. In this situation, his past neglect of the Saviour 
rushed with power on his conscience, and in the most solesm 
manner, he vowed to lead a new life, if he recovered. Unex- 
pectedly, both to himself and every one else, he gradually 
his former health. During the progress of 
24 • 
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reooveiy, he regarded his vow, and professed decided attach- 
ment to the service of QoA.- But when he returned to the 
business of life, he resumed his gajeties, and indulged in all 
the vanity of a fashionable life. A friend, who had heard and 
was deeply affected by his solemn vows when in trouble, 
reminded him of the affecting scene ; he remembered it, and 
declared his intention of fulfilling all he had said, as soon as 
he had ended two or three pressing engagements of business. 
Then he would give up his soul to the work ; then he would 
seek Gk>d with all his heart. .A few days after the admonition, 
he attended a fashionable and splendid ball: in the midst of 
his gayety and mirth, death suddenly entered the festive hall, 
and the gay and thoughtless merchant fell a lifeless corpse. 
immortal sinner, beware of delaying attention to the 
concerns of eternity ! 

Vows, NEGLECTED. — A Stage, passing a few years ago from 
New York to Boston, was much crowded. Late in the 
evening, a sea-captain, who was one of the passengers, related 
to his companions a narrative of his own circumstances. In 
a dreadful storm his ship had been wrecked, his money and 
property lost, and every one on deck had perished, .except 
himself, who had been saved by being on a plank for several 
days together. The company were interested in his narra- 
tive ; they pitied the unfortunate captain, who was returning 
home to his family, entirely destitute ; but they wondered 
that a man relating such a tale, and telling of an escape 
almost miraculous, should confirm almost every sentence with 
an oath. Nothing, however, was said to him. In the morn- 
ing, when the stage stopped, Mr. B., one of the passengers, 
invited the captain to walk on before with him, designing to 
Btep into the stage when it should come up. The proposal 
was agreed to, and they walked on alone. Mr. B. said, '^ Did I 
understand you last night? — ^the stage made much noise— <dd 
you say that you had lost your ship ? " " Yes." " That you 
saved your life on a plank ? ^ *^ Yes." '^ Let me ask you one 
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more question; when on that plank, did you not vow to your 
Gk)d, that if he would spare your life, you would devote that 
life to his service?" "None of your business," said the 
captain angrily. The stage by this time came up, and they 
qptered it. Toward evening, as the stage was entering 
Providence, the captain informed the company that he should 
not sup with them, as he was so unfortunate as not to have 
any money. Mr. B. took from his pocket and offered him a 
handsome sum. "No," said the captain, "I am poor, yet I 
am no beggar." "But," replied Mr. B., "I do not give it to 
you as to a beggar, but as to an imfortunate brother. You 
must know that I profess to be a Christian, and I am taught 
by my religion, to do good unto all men. The gospel pre- 
scribes no limits to benevolence : it teaches us to do good to 
all." The company applauded, and pressed the captain to 
take the money. He rilently put it into his pocket, without 
even thanking the donor, though his countenance betrayed 
uneasiness. The company supped together, and the captain 
took his leave, after having asked Mr. B. when he left the 
town. He was informed, on the morrow, at sunrise. They 
then parted. The captain went home with a heavy heart, 
while Mr. B. retired to rest. He was surprised, the next 
morning at daylight, to hear some one rap at the door. He 
opened it, and beheld the captain standing before him, in 
tears. The captain, pressing his hand, said, " Sir, I havd not 
slept a wink since I saw you; I abused you yesterday; I am 
now come to ask your pardon. I did, while on that plank, 
vow to Ood that I would live differently firom what I ever had 
done ; and, by €k)d's help, from this time forward, I am 
determined to do so." The captain could not proceed; they 
pressed each other's hands, and parted, probably to meet no 
more in this world. 
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. AR. — ^When the French troops lately 
i-mborked at Toulon for Conetantmo- 
. filo, an old man vho witnessed their 
l<'[)arture, exclaimed in a moumfil 
nice: " Ttere goes my only child, to 
^ ftg'fit/or a cause he does not under- 
! sf/inii, nnil ngomtt men with whom he never 
\ Ji'i'l It (lUfiri. nee!" To how man; wars which 
histoi? reccHxls, and in which millions have Mien, will the 
tame remark apply. 

Was. — ^"Of all the punishments and judgments," said Lord 
Clarendon, "which the provoked anger of divine providence 
can pour out upon a nation fuU of transgressionB, there is 
none so terrihie and destroying as war. A. whole city on fire, 
ia a spectacle replete with horror; but a whole kingdom on 
fire, must be a prospect much more terrible. And such is 
every kingdom in war, where nothing flourisbee but rtqune, 
muMer and blood. We can not make a more lively repre- 
sentatioD and emblem to ourselves of hell, than by the view 
of a kii^om im war ! " 

Wae. — Franklin says: "There never has been, nor ever 
will he any such thing as a good war, or a bad peace. When 
will mankind he convinced of this, and agree to settle their 
difficulties by arbitration? Were they to do it even by the 
cast of a ^e, it would be better than by fighting and destroy- 
ing each other. We daily make great improvements in 
natural philosophy; there is one improvement I wish to see 
in morals — the discoveiy of a plan that would induce and 
oblige nations to settle their disputes without first cutting 
one another's throats." 

Wab. — ^In 1796, when there were strong apprehensionB of a 
Tar with France, James Uadison, afterward president of the 
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United States, wrote a pamphlet on the subject, in iB^hich is 
the following paragraph : ^^ Of all the evils to public liberty, 
war is perhaps the most to be dreaded, because it comprises 
and develops the genius of every/ other. War is the parent 
of armies ; from these proceed debt and taxes. And armies, 
and debts, and taxes, are the known instruments for bringing 
the many imder the dominion of the few. In war, too, the 
discretionary power of the executive is extended ; its influence 
in dealing out offices, honors and emoluments, is multiplied; 
and all the means of seducing the minds^ are added to those 
of subduing the forqe of the people! The same malignant 
aspect In republicanism, may be traced in the inequality of 
fortunes and opportunities of fraud, growing out of a state of 
war, and in the degeneracy of manners and morals engendered 
hy both. No nation could preserve its freedom in the midst 
of continual warfare!^ 

War, icAEEB Villains: — ^Machiavel himself denounces 
war, as ^^ a profession by which men can not live honorably ; an 
employment by which the soldier, if he would reap any profit, 
is obliged to be false, rapacious, and cruel. Nor can any 
man who makes war his profession, be otherwise than vicious. 
Have you not a proverb," he asks, ^^ that war makes villains, 
and peace brings them to the gallows 7 " 

Wab, the Hobbobs of. — ^A soldier informed his minister, 
that he had lately met with a comrade of his, who had been 
in the peninsular war, and who had related to him the 
following anecdote : ^ A soldier whom I knew when we were 
in Spain, a German by birth, was, with his company of the 
rifle corps, engaged in skirmishing with the enemy's outposts. 
Prom a sheltered position, he had an opportunity of taking 
aim at a detached individual, belonging to the continental • 
auxiliaries of the French army. He fired ; the enemy fell. 
He ran up to him, and seized his knapsack for a prey. On 
opening it, a letter dropped out; he had the curiosity to take 
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it up and open it. He glanced at the close of the letter, and 
found it was subscribed by a person of the same name as his 
' own father. His interest was increased; he read the whole 
letter, and found that he bad shot his own brother ! " 

Wab, the Hobbobs of. — ^The bombardment of St. Jean 
d'Acre, in Syria, the English newspapers of the day called 
^^ a most brilliant exploit ; " but let us see what it was. ^^ At 
half past four in the morning," says an eye-witness, ^' all firing 
ceased, as if by one consent, when — ^heavens! what a sight! 
the whole town seemed to be thrown into the air! We saw 
nothing but one dense cloud extending thousands of yards 
into the air on all sides ; and then we felt an awful shock, 
which gave the line-of-battle ships a keel of two degrees. It 
was the explosion caused by one of our shells bursting in 
their main magazine of powder, by which, to speak within 
bounds, two thousand souls, beside beasts of burden of every 
description, were blown to atoms ! The entire loss of the 
Egyptians is computed at three thousand. * At daylight, what 
a sight was exposed to our view! The stupendous fortifica- 
tion, that only twelve hours before was among the strongest 
in the world, was so riddled, that we could not find a square 
foot which had not a shot. I went ashore to witness the 
devastation ; the sight beggared all description ! The bastions 
were strewed with the dead, the guns dismoimted, and all 
sorts of havoc. The spot of the explosion was far worse; a 
space of two acres laid quite bare, and hollowed out as if a 
quarry had been worked there for years! Heavens! what a 
sight was there before me! Mangled human bodies, of both 
sexes, strewed in all directions ; women searching for their 
husbands and other relatives, tearing their hair, beating their 
breasts, and howling and crying most piteously!" All this 
was done by England herself in 1840 ! ! 

Wab, the Hobbobs of. — ^An eye-witness, describing the 
scenes after the battle of Soldin, says: '^ At one o'clock, the 
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cannonading ceased; and I went out on foot as fiur as Soldia^ 
to learn to whose advantage the battle had turned. Toward 
evening, seven hundred Russian fugitives came to Soldin, a 
most pitiful sight ! some holding up their hands, cursing and 
swearing; others praying, and praising the king of Prussia; 
without hats, without clothes; some on foot, others, two on a 
horse, with their heads and arms tied up, some dragging 
along by the stirrups, and others by the tails of the horses. 
When the battle was decided in jbvor of the Prussians, I ven- 
tured to the place where the cannonading had been. After 
walking some Way, a Cossack's horse came running full speed 
toward me. I mounted him ; and on my way for seven miles 
and a half on this side the field of battle, I found the dead 
and wounded lying on the ground, sadly cut in pieces. The 
fiirther I advanced, the more these poor creatures lay heaped 
one upon another. That scene I shall never forget. The 
Cossacks, as soon as they saw me, cried out, ^ Dear sir, water, 
watery wateb!' Righteous God! what a sight! Men, women 
and children, Russians and Prussians, carriages and horses, 
oxen, chests and baggage, all lying one upon another to the 
hight of a man ! and seven villages around me in flames, and 
the inhabitants either massacred, or thrown into the fire! 
Nor were the embers of mutual rage yet extinguished in 
the hearts of the combatants; for the poor wounded were 
still firing at each other in the greatest exasperation ! The 
field of battle was a plain, two ipiles and a hdf long, and so 
entirely covered with dead and wounded, that there was not 
even room to set my foot without treading on some of them! 
Several brooks were so filled up with Russians, that they lay 
heaped one upon another as high as two men, and appeared 
like hills to the even ground ! I could hardly recover myself 
firom the fright occasioned by the miserable outcries of the 
wounded. A noble Prussian officer, who had lost both his 
legs, cried out to me, ' Sir, you are a priest, and preach mercy ; 
pray, show me some compassion, and dispatch me at once.' " 
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t War, THB HoBBOBs OP. — ^At the siege of Zaragossa, the 
French fought their waj into the entrance of the ill-fated cify, 
by mining and exploding one house after another, while the 
inhabitants were confined to that quarter of the city still in 
possession of 'the Spaniards, who were crowded, men, women 
and children, into the cellars, to avoid the cannon-balls and 
bombs. Pestilence broke out as a matter of course; and 
when once begun, it was impossible to check its progress, or 
confine it to one quarter of the city. It was not long before 
more than thirty hospitab were established. As soon as one 
was destroyed by the bombardment, the patients were removed 
to some other building, which was in a state to afibrd them 
temporary shelter, and thus the infection was carried into 
every part of Zaragossa. The average of daily deaths from 
this cause was, at this time, not less than three hundred and 
fifty. Men stretched upon straw, in helpless misery, lay 
breathing their last, and with their dying breath spreading 
the mortal taint of their own disease, without medicines, food 
or attendance ; for the ministers of charity themselves became 
the victims of the disease. The slightest wound produced 
gangrene and death in bodies so prepared for dissolution by 
distress of mind, agitation and want of proper aliment and of 
sleep ; for there was no respite, either by day or night, for 
this devoted city. By day, it was involved in a red sulphuric 
atmosphere of smoke and dust, which hid the face of heaven; 
by night, the fire of cannon and mortars, and the fiames of 
burning houses, kept it in a state of horrible illumination. 
The cemeteries coxdd no longer afford room for the dead. 
Large pits were dug to receive them in the streets, and in the 
courts of the public buildings, till hands were wanted for the 
labor; they were laid before the churches, heaped upon one 
another, and covered with sheets ; and not unfrequently these 
piles of mortality were struck by a shell, and the shattered 
bodies scattered in all directions. When the Fr^ich entered 
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ibe dtYf six {kousa/nd bodie$ were lying in the streets and 
trenches, or piled up in heaps before the churches. 

War, the Horbobs of. — ^The following sketch from a 
British officer in Portugal, will help us to conceive the horrors 
of* a hospital: ^^I entered the town of Mirando Gervo about 
dusk. It had been a black, grim, gloomy sort of day. Huge 
masses of clouds lay motionless on the sky ; and then they 
would break up suddenly as with a whirlwind, and roll off in 
the red and bloody distance. I felt myself in a strange sort 
of excitement; my imagination got the better of all my other 
faculties ; and, while walking out in the principal street, I 
met a woman, an old haggard-looking wretch, who had in her 
hollow eyes an unaccountable expression of cruelty, a glance 
like that of madness; but her deportment was quiet and 
rational, and, though clad in squalidness, she was evidently 
of the middle rank in society. Without being questioned, 
^e told me in broken English, I should find comfortable 
accommodations in an old convent at some distance in a grove 
of cork-trees, pointing to them with her long, shriveled hand 
and arm, and giving a sort of hysterical laugh. 

'^ I followed her advice, anticipating no danger or adven- 
ture ; yet the wild eyes, and the still wilder voice of the old 
crone, so powerfully affected me, that I walked, in a sort of 
muse, up a pretty long flight of steps, and found myself stand- 
ing at the entrance to the cloisters of the convent. A strange 
sight now burst upon my view ! Before me lay and sat more 
than a hundred dead bodies, all of them apparently in the 
very attitude or posture in which they had died. I gazed at 
ihem a minute or more before I knew that they were all 
corpses; and a desperate courage then enabled me to look 
steadfastly at the scene before me. The bodies were mostly 
clothed in mats, and rags, and tattered great-coats; some of 
them were merely wrapt, round about with girdles composed 
of straw ; and two or Ihree were perfectly naked. Every &ce 
had a different expression, but all painful, horrid, agonized. 
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bloodless. Many glazed eyes were wide open; and perhaps 
this was the most shocking thing in the whole spectacle-HM> 
many eyes that saw not, all seemingly fixed upon different 
objects; some cast up to heaven, some looking straightfor- 
ward, and others with the white orbs turned round, and deep 
sunk in their sockets. It was a sort of hospital ; and these 
wretched beings,, nearly all -^ desperately wounded, had been 
stripped by their comrades, and left there either dead, or to 
die. 

^' This ghastly sight I had begun to view with some com- 
posure, when I saw, at the remotest part of the hospital, a 
gigantic figure sitting, all covered with blood, and almost 
ns^ed, upon a rude bedstead, with his back leaning against 
the wall, and his eyes fixed directly on mine. I first thought 
him alive, and shuddered ; but he was stone dead ! In his 
last agonies he had bitten his under lip almost entirely off, 
and his long black beard was drenched in clotted gore, that 
likewise lay in large blots upon his shaggy bosom. One of 
his hands had convulsively grasped the wood-work of the bed- 
stead, and crushed it in the grasp. I recognized the coi:pse. 
He was a sergeant in a grenadier. regiment, and had, during 
the retreat, been distinguished for acts of savage Talor. One 
day he killed, with his own hand, Harry Warburton, the 
right-hand man of my own company, perhaps the most pow- 
erful man in the British army. There sat the giant frozen to 
death. I went up to him, and raised his brawny arm; it fell 
down again, with a hollow sound, against the bloody side of 
the corpse. 

" My eyes unconsciously wandered along the walls. They 
were covered with grotesque figures and caricatures of the 
English, absolutely drawn in blood ! Horrid blasphemies, and 
the most shocking obscenities in the shape of songs, were in- 
like manner written there. I observed two books lying on 
the floor, and picked them up. One was full of the most 
hideous obscenity ; the other was the Bible ! It is impossible 
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to tell the horror produced in me by this circiimstance. The 
books dropped from my hand, and fell on the breast of one of 
the bodies: it was a woman's breast! Yes, a woman had 
lived and died in such a place as this! What had been in 
that now still, death-cold heart, perhaps only a few hours 
before, I knew not; possibly love strong as death, love, guilty, 
abandoned, linked by vice unto^ misery, but still love that 
perished only with the last throb, and yearned in its last con- 
Yulsion toward some one of these grim dead bodies." 

Wab, the Ghbi8TIAN View of. — ^Maximilian haying been 
brought before the tribunal to be enrolled as a soldier, Dion, 
the proconsul, asked him his name. Maximilian, turning to 
him, replied, ^^ Why wouldst thou know my name? I am a 
Christian^ and can notfight.^^ Then Dion ordered him to be 
enrolled, and bade the officer mark him; but Maximilian 
refrised to be marked, still asserting that he was a Christian; 
upon which Dion instantly replied, ''Bear. arms, or thou shalt 
die.^' To this Maximilian answered, '' I can not fight, if I die ; 
I am not a soldier of this world, but a soldier of Ood." He 
refused the expostulations of Dion, and was accordingly 
executed. 

Wab, TEErmfOMiES against. — ^We could scarcely expect the 
heathen to denounce a custom which is so emphatically their 
own ; and yet we find the wisest and best of them, reprobating 
it in the strongest terms. Oicero speaifs of war, as '' conten- 
tion by violence, which belongs only to the brutes," and 
complains bitterly of its effects on all the liberal arts and 
peaceful pursuits. '' All our noble studies, all our reputation 
at the bar, all our professional assiduities, are stricken from 
our hands as soon as the alarm of war is sounded. Wisdom 
itself, the mistress of afiiedrs, is driven from the field. Force 
bears sway. The statesman is despised; the grim soldier 
alone is caressed. Legal proceedings cease. Olaims are 
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asserted and prosecuted, not according to law, bat by force 
of arms." 

Seneca, the great mortdist of antiqnity, is still more strong 
in his condemnation of war. ^'How are we to treat oar 
fellow-creatures? Shall we not spare the effusion of blood? 
How small a matter not to hurt him to whom we are bound 
by every obligation to do aU' the good in our power ! Some 
deeds, which are considered as villainous while capable of 
being prevented, become honorable and glorious when they 
rise above the control of law. The very things which, if men 
had done them in their private capacity, they would expiate 
with their lives, we extol when perpetrated in regimentals at 
the bidding of a general. We punish murders and massacres 
oonmiitted among private persons ; but what do we with wars, 
the glorious crime of murdering whole nations? Here 
avarice and cruelty know no boimds ; enormities forbidden 
in private persons, are actually enjoined by legislatures, and 
every species of barbarity authorized by decrees of the senate, 
and votes of the people." 

Wab, the Cost of. — ^What a boundless spendthrifl is war ! 
It is estimated that every gun in our navy costs an average of 
fifteen thousand dollars a year ; enough to support twenty or 
thirty missionaries ! Forty millions of dollars were wasted in 
our war with a handful of Indians in Florida! fifty millions 
a year in our last war with England ! hundreds of millions in 
our old revolutionary war! Still worse do we find it in the 
old world. England, as stated by one of her ablest and best 
men, has lavished upon Lord Wellington alone, eleven millions 
of dollars ! As much upon a single warrior, as all Christen- 
dom has ever given in five years for the support of missionaries 
among the heathen I The war operations of England, near 
the time of the battle at Waterloo, are said to have consumed 
one million sterling a day; about twice as much every. dag^ 
as the whole church of Ghrist is even now oontribadng 
anmuU^ for the spread of his gospel ! It has been estimated^ 
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that the late wars of Europe, in little mort than twenty years, 
wasted in one way and another, some forty billions of dollars, 
the bare interest of which would be, at six per cent., two 
billion, four hundred million dollars a year ; and, at only two 
and a half per cent., no less than one billion dollars! the 
simple interest at this low rate, enough to support, at five 
hundred dollars each, two millions of missionaries, or one to 
every three hundred souls in all the pagan world ! ! 

Wab, THB Losses bt. — ^Thomas Jefferson both wrote and 
acted with great decision in favor of peace. ^' I stand in awe,'' 
he says in 1798, ^^ at the mighty conflict to which two great 
nations [France and England] are advancing, and recoil with 
horror at the ferociousness of man. Will nations never devise 
a more rational umpire of differences than force? Are there 
no means of coercing injustice more gratifying to our nature, 
than a waste of the blood of thousands, and of the labor of 
millions of our fellow-creatures? Wonderful has been the 
progress of human improvement in other respects. Let us 
then hope, that the law of nature will in time influence the 
proceedings of nations as well as of individuals, and that we 
shall at length be sensible, that war is an instrument entirely 
inefficient toward redressing wrongs and multiplies instead of 
indemnifying' losses.- Had the money which has been spent 
in the present war, been employed in making roads, and con- 
structing canals of navigation and irrigation through the 
country, not a hovel in the highlands of Scotland, or the 
mountains of Auvergne, would have been without a boat at 
its door, a rill of water in every field, and a road to its market- 
town. Were we to go to war for redress of the wrongs we 
have suffered, we should only plunge deeper into loss, and 
disqualify ourselves for half a century more for attaining the 
same end. These truths are palpable, and must, in the 
progress of time, have their influence on the minds and con- 
duct of nations." 
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Washington, the Residence op. — ^The residence of Waab- 
ingtoD, known as " Mount Vernon," Btands on Hie bank orthe 
river Potomac, about fifteen miles from the city that bears Uie 
name of the illustrious " father of his coon^." The rooms 
of the house are spacious, with somewhat of elegance in their 
arrangement; and jet the whole is marked by simplicity. 
Great regard seems to have been shown to the sacredness of 
these public relics, and all things have been kept very ne&riy 
as Washington left tbem. At a short distance from the 
house, in a retired spot, stands the new &mily tomb, a plain 
structure of brick, with a barred iron gate, through which are 
seen two sarcophagi of white marble, containing the remains 
of Washington and his wife. Every American should visit 
this place ; and at the tomb of Washington resolve to cheriab 
tlie hallowed 8|»rit of him whose ashes rest within it. 
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Watch, an Illuettration fbom the. — Cecil, remarking that 
a perfectly sound and unprejudiced mind is a rare and invalu- 
able possession, says: ^^I once saw this subject most forcibly 
illustrated. A watchmaker told me, that a gentleman had 
put into his hands an exquirite watch,* that went irregularly. 
It was as perfect a piece of work, as ever was made. He took 
it to pieces and put it together again twenty times : no manner 
of defect could be discovered; and yet the watch went intol- 
erably. At last it struck him, that the balance-wheel might 
have been near a magnet ; and on applying a needle to it, he 
found his suspicion well-founded. The steel works in the 
other parts of the watch, had a perpetual influence on its 
motions; and with a new wheel, the watch went as well as 
possible." And so if the soimdest mind be magnetized by 
any predilection or prejudice, it can not but act irregularly. 

Water. — ^The Spaniards have a proverb, that " Drinking 
water neither makes a mem richy nor in debtj nor his wife a 
widowJ* 

Watb and Ends. — ^^ The wap of every man," says Cecil, 
^^ is declarative of the end of that man." 

Weak, the. — ^'^The weak," says Zimmerman, "may be 
joked out of almost anything but their weakness." 

Weakness, a Sion of. — ^A person pointed out a man who 
had e profusion of rings on his fingers, to a cooper. " Ah, 
master," said the artisan, " it's a sure sign of weakness when 
so many hoops are used." 

Wealth. — It is a beautiful remark of Lord Bacon, " Seek 
not proud wealth ; but such as thou mayest get justly, use 
soberly, distribute cheerfully, and leave contentedly." And 
sajrs' the late William Wirt, a name that will long be illus- 
trious in American history: "Excessive wealth is neither 
glory nor happiness. The cold and sordid wretch who thinks 
only of himself; who draws his head within his shell, and 
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never puts it out but for the purpose of lucre and ostenta^n ; 
who looks upon his fellow-creatures, not onlj without sym- 
pathy, but with arrogance and insolence, as if they were made 
to be his vassals, and he to be their lord; as if they were 
made for no other purpose than to pamper his avarice, or to 
contribute to his aggrandizement; such a man may be rich, 
but trust me, he never can be happy, nor virtuous, nor great. 
There is, in a fortune, a golden mean, which is the appro- 
priate region of virtue and intelligence. Be content with 
that ; and if the horn of plenty overflow, let its droi>pings £blI1 
upon your fellow-men; let them fall like the droppings of 
honey in the wilderness, to cheer the fjEont and weary 
pilgrim.'' 

Wbalth, how used. — ^A vain man's motto, " Win gold and 
wear it." A generous man's, ^^ Win gold and share it." A 
miser's, "Win gold and spare it." A profligate's, "Win 
gold and spend it." A broker's, " Win gold and lend it," (on 
firm security and good interest.) A fool's, " Win gold and 
end it." A gambler's, " Win gold and lose it." A sailor's, 
"Win gold and cruise it." A wise man's, "Win gold and 
use it." 

Wealth, the Effect of.^ — ^* He is a great simpleton," says 
some one, " who imagines that the chief effect of wealth is to 
supply wants. In ninety-nine cases out of a hundred, it 
creates more wants than it supplies." 

Wealth, the Influence op. — ^^ Our wealth," says Golton, 
"is often a snare to ourselves, and always a temptation to< 
others." 

Wealth, the Passion fob. — ^The eloquent but often severe 
Dr. South, tells us, in one of his sermons, of those in his day, 
"who believed in no god, but mammon; no devil, but the 
absence of money; no damnation, but being poor; no hell, 
but an empty purse : " and not a few of their descendants, 
says another, are living still. 
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Wealth, the Way to. — ^^ The way to wealth," says Frank- 
lin, ^^ is as plain as the way to market. It depends chiefly on 
two words, industry and frugality; that is, waste neithw 
tune nor money, but make the best use of both. Without 
industry and frugality, nothing will do; with them, every- 
thing." 

Wealth, Worldly. — ^'^ Worldly wealth," says Burton, "is 
the devil's bait; and those whose minds feed upon riches, 
recede, in general, from real happiness, in the same propor- 
tion as their stores increase ; just as the moon, when she is 
fullest of light, is farthest from the sun." 

Wealth, the Effect of on ns Possessob. — John Wesley, 
in early life, once remarked, that he had never known but 
four men who had not declined in their spirituaUiy as 
Christians, by becoming wealthy. Later in life, it is said, he 
corrected the remark, and said he had never known one. 

Weatheb, what rr will be.— A gentleman meeting with a 
vhepherd in a misty morning, asked him what weather it 
would be for the day. " It will be," said the shepherd, "just 
what weather pleases me." And being asked to explain his 
meaning, he repUed^ " Sir, it will be what weather pleases 
God ; and whatever weather pleases Ood, will please me." 
If this same spirit, sincerely and heartily felt, could be carried 
into all our thoughts and feelings as to the events of life, how 
much would it contribute to our resignation and happiness! 

Well-doing, not Weaby in. — ^A commercial gentleman, 
now very wealthy, in prosecuting his business, called on one 
house every week for seven years, soliciting an order for 
goods, before he succeeded. Let not the diildren of this 
world be wiser in their generation than the children of 
Ught. 

25 
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Whalinc. — The wliale-fiiiliery was car- 
ftried on by the Biseayans as early as tlie 
^twelfth century ; and afterward, when the 
^.tCvS^wPCfiiiliii'f "f whales in Iho hay of Biscay put 
' -■' ou ead to this fieliery, it was taken up by 

the English and Dutch, who, in their search of a passage to 
India, came upon the haunts of the vhale, and captured them 
in the greatest abundance. In 1680, the Dutch whale-fishery 
employed about two hundred and sixty ships, and fourteen 
thonsaod sailors ; but after the wars of the eighteenth and 
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nineteenth centuries, it had so declmed, that in 1828, only 
one whale-ship sailed from all Holland. The English whale- 
fishery was at first very unsuccessful ; and though, through 
a large bounty bestowed by the goyemment, it so increased, 
that in 1815 it employed one hundred and sixty-four ships, 
and six thousand six hundred men ; yet, on the repeal of this 
bounty, it fell ofi", in 1829, to eighty-nine ships and abput 
three thousand four hundred men. The whale-fishery was 
early begun by the colonists of New England ; and has been 
carried on with greater vigor and success from the United 
States, than from any other country. Prom 1771 to 1776, 
Massachusetts had annually about three hundred vessels, of 
about twenty-eight thousand tuns burden, engs^d in it; and 
though twice interrupted by war, yet the business steadily 
increased, until, in January, 1849, the whaling fleet of New 
England consisted of five hundred and eighty ships and 
barks, twenty-one brigs, and thirteen schooners, with a 
tunnage of one hundred and ninety-five thousand, five hun- 
dred and ninety-eight tuns ; nearly one-tenth of the tunnage 
of the United States; about equally divided between the 
sperm and the fight-whale fishery. The engraving gives a 
view of a right whale, about to be harpooned ; while in the 
distance is another, lashed to the ship for ^^ cutting, in," and 
still another, ' which the sailors, having killed, are towing 
toward it. 

Whitefield, the Eloquence of. — ^An extraordinary attes- 
tation to the excellence of Mr. Whitefield as a preacher, was 
furnished by Hume, the historian, well known for his infidel- 
ity. An intimate fnend having asked him what he thought 
of Mr. Whitefield's preaching, ^^ He is, sir,'* said Mr. Hume, 
^^ the most ingenious preacher I ever heard ; it is worth while 
to go twenty miles to hear him." He then repeated the 
following passage, which occurred toward the close of the 
discourse he had been hearing. ^^ After a solemn pause, Mr. 
Whitefield thus addressed his numerous audience: 'The 
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attendant angel is just about to leave the thrediold, and ascend 
to heaven. And shall he ascend, and not bear with him the 
news of one sinner, among all this multitude, reclaimed firom 
the error of his ways ? ' To give the greater efiTect to thie 
exclamation, he stamped with his foot, lifted up his ejes and 
hands to heaven, and with gushing tears, cried aloud, ^ Stop, 
Gabriel! Stop, Gabriel! Stop, ere you enter the sacred 
portals, and yet carry with you the news of one sinner oour 
verted to God.' He then, in the most simple, but eneigetic 
language, described what he called a Saviour's dying love to 
sinful man, so that almost the whole assembly melted into 
tears. This address was accompanied with such animated, 
yet natural action, that it surpaseed anything I ever saw or 
heard in any other preacher." Happy had it been for Mr. 
Hume, if he had received the doctrine, as well as admired the 
manner, of the preacher ! But the pride of a fedse philosophy 
steeled his heart against the truth, and thus prevented his 
yielding to its converting and sanctifying influence. 

The following anecdote, related by Dr. Franklin, which is 
equally characteristic of the preacher and himself, further 
illustrates the power of Mr. Whitefield's eloquence. " I hap- 
pened," says the doctor, ^' to attend one of his sermons, in the 
course of which I perceived he intended to finish with a col- 
lection, and I silently resolved he should get nothing from 
me. I had in my pocket a handful of copper money, three or 
four silver dollars, and five pistoles in gold. As he proceeded, 
I began to soften, and concluded to give the copper. Another 
stroke of his oratory made me ashamed of that, and determined 
me to give the silver; and he finished so admirably, that I 
emptied my pocket wholly into the collector's dish, gold and 
all. At this sermon there was also oneof our club; who, 
being of my sentiments respecting the building in Georgia, 
and suspecting a collection might be intended, had, by pre- 
caution, emptied his podcets before he came from home. 
Toward the conclusion of the diaeoorse^ however* he felt a 
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strong incIinsAioii to give, and applied to a neighbor, who 
stood near him, to lend him some money for the purpose. 
The request was made to, perhaps, the only man in the com- 
pany who had the coldness not to be affected by the preacher. 
His answer wast ^ At any other time, friend Hodgkinson, I 
would lend to thee freely ; but not now, for thee seems to be 
out of thy right senses.' " 

When Mr. Whitefield once preached before the seamen at 
New York, he introduced the following bold apostrophe into 
his sermon: "Well, my boys, we have a clear sky, and are 
making fine headway over a smooth sea, before a light breeze, 
and we shall soon lose sight of land. But what means this 
sudden lowering of the heavens, and that dark, cloud arising 
from beneath the western horizon? Hark! Don't you hear 
distant thunder? Don*t you see those flashes of lightning? 
There is a storm gathering ! Every man to his duty ! How 
the waves rise, and dash against the ship ! The air is dark ! 
The tempest rages ! Our masts are gone ! The ship is on 
her beam ends! What next?" The unsuspecting tars, 
remindldd of former perils on the deep, as if struck by the 
power of magic, arose, and with imited voices exclaimed, 
" Take to the long boat." 

A baronet was one day examining some work of the cele- 
brated sculptor, Mr. Bacon, and observed a bust of Mr. 
Whitefield among them, which led him to remark, "After all 
that has been said, this was truly a great man ; he was the 
founder of a new religion." "A new religion, sir!" replied 
Mr. B. "Yes," said the baronet; "what do you call it?" 
** Nothing," was the reply, " but the old religion revived with 
new energy, and treated as if the preacher meant what he 
said." 

From a memorandum bode, in which Mr. Whitefield 
recorded the times and places of his ministerial labors, it 
appears that from the period of his ordination to that of 



890 ANECDOTES FOB THE FAMILY. 

death, which was thirty-four years, he preached upward of 
eighteen tiiousand sermons. It would be difficult to tell the 
many thousand miles that he traveled. 

WiCKEDNEBB. — ^'* Wickedncss," says Sir Philip Sidney, 
'^ may well be compared to a bottomless pit, into which it is 
easier to k^p one's self from falling, than being Mien, to giye 
one's self any stay from falling infinitely." 

Wicked, the, in Danger. — ^Bias, one of the seven wise men 
of Greece , being in a storm with some notoriously wicked 
men, who cried mightily to Ood for safety, said to them^ 
^' Hold your tongues; it were better for you that he did not 
know you were here." 

Wicked, the. Punishment of. — ^A yenerable minister at 
H., preached a sermon on the subject of eternal punishment. 
On the next day, it was^igreed among some thoughtless young 
men, that one of them should go to him, and endearor to 
draw him into a dispute, with the design x>f making a jest of 
him and of his doctrine. The wag accordingly went, was 
introduced into the minister's study, and commenced the 
conversation by saying, ^^ I believe there is a small dispute 
between you and me, sir, and I thought I would call this 
morning and try to settle it." ^^Ha!" said the clergyman, 
" what is it ? " " Why," repUed the wag, « you say that the 
wicked will go into everlasting punishment, and I do not 
think that they will." " Oh, if that is aU," answered the 
minister, " there is no dispute between you and me. If you 
turn to Matthew xxv. 46, you will find that the dispute is 
between you and the Lord Jesus Christy and I advise you to 

go immediately and settle it with him." 

• 

Wife, the Chbistian. — ^A married woman was efifectually 
called by divine grace, and became an exemplary Christian; 
but her husband was a lover of sinful pleasure. When 
qpending an evening, as usual, with his jovial companions, at 
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a tavem, flie conversation happened to turn on the excellenoes 
and fetults of their wives; and the husband just mentioned, 
pronounced the highest encomiums on his wife, saying she 
was all that was excellent, only she was a Methodist. ^^Not- 
withstanding which," said he, ^^ such is the command she has 
of her temper, that were I to take you, gentlemen, home with 
me at midnight, and order her to rise and get you a supper, 
she would be all submission and cheerfulness." The company 
regarded this merely as a vain boast, and dared him to make 
the experiment by a considerable wager. The bargain was 
made, and about midnight the company adjourned, as pro- 
posed. Being admitted, ^^ Where is your mistress?" said the 
husband to the maid-servant, who sat up for him. /^Sl^e is 
gone to bed, sir." " Call her up," said he. " Tell her I have 
brought some friends home with me, and that I desire she 
would get up, and prepare them a supper." The good 
woman obeyed the unreasonable summons; dressed, came 
down, and received the company wit^ perfect civility ; told 
them she happened to have some chickens ready for the spit, 
and that supper i^ould be got as soon as possible. It was 
accordingly served up, when she performed the honors of the 
table with as much cheerfulness as if she had expected 
company at a proper season. 

After supper, the guests could not refhdn from expressing 
their astonishment. One of them particularly, more sober 
than the rest, thus addressed himself to the lady: ^^ Madam," 
said he, ^^your civility fills us all with surprise. Our 
unreasonable visit is in consequence of a wager, which we 
have certainly lost. As you are a very religious person, and 
can not, therefore, approve of our conduct, give me leave to 
ask, what can possibly induce you to behave with so much 
kindness to us ? " " Sir," replied she, " when I married, my 
husband and myself were both unconverted. It has pleased 
God to call me out of that dangerous condition. My liusband 
continues in it. I tremble for his future state. Were he to 
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die as he is, he must be miserable forever ; I think it, theren^ 
fore, my duly to render his present existence as comfortable 
as possible." This wise and faithfdl reply aflfected the wholo 
company. It left a deep impression on the husband's mind. 
"Do you, my dear," said ho, "really think I should be 
eternally miserable? I thank you for the warning. By the 
grace of God, I will change my conduct." Prom that time he 
became another man, a serious Christian, and, consequently, 
a good husband. 

Wife, the Good. — ^'^The good wife," says Bishop HaU, 
" commandeth her husband, by always obeying him." 

Wife, the Reformed. — A man once came to the late Bey. 
Jonathiui Scott, of Matlock, complaining of his wife. He 
said she was so exceedingly ill-tempered, and so studiously 
tormented him in such a variety of ways, that she was the 
great burden of his life ; and, notwithstanding all the kind 
methods he had used tb bring her to a better disposition, she 
was not at all improved, but grew continually worse and 
worse. Mr. Scott exhorted him to try what a redoubled 
affection and kindness would- do; observing to him, that the 
command of Scripture to husbands was, " to love their wives," 
and that, " even as Christ loved the church." 

This advice did not appear to satisfy the man ; and he went 
away much dejected, resolving however, if possible, to follow 
it ; since, though it had not hitherto at all succeeded, he 
could not but consider it as founded on the word of God. 
He accordingly increased his attention, and, as an instance 
of his kindness, the next Saturday evening brought to his 
wife his whole week's wages, and, with an affectionate smile, 
threw them into her lap, begging her entire disposal of them. 
This did not succeed: she threw the wages in a passion, 
accompanied with many bitter execrations, at his head ; and 
afterward continued in the practice of every spiteful and 
malicious trick that she could devise, (or, according to the 
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poor man's own conclusion, that Satan himself conld suggest,) 
to make his life miseiable. 

Some years elapsed, during which he sustained, as patiently 
as he could, this wicked and undutiftil treatment, when 
Providence favored him with another interview with his kind 
friend, Mr. Scott. This happened, most opportunely, at a 
time when a neighbor had been giving him a supposed recipe 
for the cure of refractory wives ; and, as a strong recom- 
mendation, mentioned that he had tried it on his own wife 
with the happiest effects. The man, therefore, came to Mr. 
Scott with a countenance bespeaking a considerable degree 
of confidence, which led Mr. Scott, at first, to hope that his 
former advice had proved successful; but he was soo^ 
informed that, through the extremely vicious disposition of 
the woman, it had operated in a way precisely the reverse of 
what was expected from it. * Upon being asked, why then he 
smiled and looked so pleasantly, he said, he believed he had 
really found out a remedy, which, if it should meet Mr. Scott's 
approbation, would not fail of effecting a cure ; for it had 
been tried by a neighbor of his on a wife, who, though she 
had been in all respects as bad as his, was, by one application 
only, rendered one of tlie most obedient and affectionate 
creatures living. ^^ And what is this excellent remedy ? " said 
Mr. Scott. "Why, sir, it is a good horse-whipping! You 
hear, sir, what good effects-have been produced: do you think 
I may venture to try it ? " 

Mr. Scott replied, "I read, my friend, nothings about 
husbands horse-whipping their wives in the Bible, but just the 
ro^erse ; namely, lovcj which I before recommended ; and I 
can by no means alter the word of Ood: but I doubt not, if 
you persevere, it will be attended with a happy result: " this 
advice was accompanied with exhortations to more earnest 
prayer. The man, though he left Mr. Scott both with a mind 
and countenance very different from those with which he 
came, resolved to follow his direction, as his esteem for him 
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vas yery great; and Providence calling Mr. S., some time 
after, to preach at Birmingham, his old friend, who then 
resided there, came into the vestry to him after the service, 
and with a countenance expressive of exalted happiness, said 
that he should have reason to bless Ood through eternity, for 
the advice he had given him; and that he had not been 
induced, by his weak importunities, to alter or relax it; 
adding that his wife, who then stood smiling with approbation 
by his side, was not only become a converted woman, through 
a blessing on his kind attentions to her, but was one of the 
most affectionate and dutiful of wives. 

Wife and Mother, the Discreet and Pious. — ^The mother 
of a family had an infidel husband, who made a jest of 
religion in the presence of his own children ; yet she suc- 
ceeded in bringing them up in the fear of the Lord. I one 
day asked her, how she preserved them from the influence of 
a father whose sentiments were so openly opposed to her own. 
This was her answer : " Because, to the authority of a father 
I did not oppose the authority of a mother, but that of God. 
From their earliest years, my children have always seen the 
Bible upon my table. This holy book has constituted the 
whole of their religious instruction. I was silent that I might 
allow it to speak. Did they propose a question, did they 
commit any wrong, did they perform any good action, I 
opened the Bible; and the Bible answered, reproved, or 
encouraged them. The constant reading of the Scriptures 
has alone wrought the prodigy which surprises you." 

Wife, the, of the Soldier. — ^During one of the campaigns 
in Germany, Napoleon, wrapped in his celebrated great gray 
coat, was riding about in the environs of Munich, attended 
only by two orderly officers. He met on the road a very 
pretty looking female, who, by her dress, was evidently a 
vivandiere. She was weeping, and was leading by the hand 
a little boy about five years of age. Struck by the beauty of 
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the woman, and her distress, the emperor pulled up his horse 
by the road-side, and said : ^^ What is the matter with you, 
my dear?" The woman, not knowing the individual by 
whom she was addressed, and being much discomposed by 
grief, made no 'reply. The little boy, however, was more 
communicative, and he frankly answered: "My mother is 
crying, sir, because my father has beat her." "Where is 
your father? " " Close by here. He is one of the sentinels 
on duty with the baggage." 

The emperor again addressed himself to the woman, and 
inquired the name of her husband; 'but she refused to tell, 
being fearful lest tha captain, as she supposed the emperor to 
be, would cause her husband to be punished. Napoleon, I 
am sorry to say, had but little confidence in the fair sex. On 
this occasion, his habitual suspicions occurred to his mind, 
and he said : " Malpeste ! your husband has been beating you ; 
you are weeping, and yet you are so afraid of getting him 
into trouble that you will not even tell me his name. This is 
very inconsistent. May it not be that you are a little in the 
bxdt yourself?" " Alas, captain ! he has a thousand good 
qualities, though he has one very bad one: he is terribly 
jealous ; and when he gets into a passion, he can not restrain 
his violence." "But that is rather serious; in one of his fits 
of jealousy, he may inflict on you some severe injury, perhaps 
kill you." " And even if he did, I should not wish any harm 
to come to him, for I am sure he would not do it willingly. 
He loves me too well for that." " And, if I guess rightly, 
you love him." "That is very natural, captain; he is my 
lawful husband, and the father of my dear boy." 

So saying, she fondly kissed her child, who, by the way in 
which he returned her caresses, proved his affection for his 
mother. Napoleon was moved by this touching picture, in 
spite of the heart of iron, of marble, or of adamant, which has 
so often been allotted to him. " Well," said he, again turning 
to the woman, " whether you or your husband love each other 
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or not, I do not choose that he should beat jou. I am — ^I will 
mention the affidr to his majesty; tell me jonr husband's 
name." " If you were the emperor himself, I would not tell 
you, for I know he would be pimished." " §illy woman! all 
I want is to teach him to behave well to you, and to treat you 
with the respect you deserve." "That would make me very 
happy, captain; but though he ill-treats me, I will not get 
him punished." 

The emperor shrugged up his shoulders, made some remarks 
upon female obstinacy, a^nd galloped off. When he was out 
of the woman's hearing, he said to the officers who accom- 
panied him: "Well, gentlemen, what do you think of that 
affectionate creature ? There are not many such women at 
the Tuileries. A wife like that is a treasure to her husband." 

In the course of a few minutes, the baggage, of which the 
boy had spoken, came up. It was escorted by a company of 
the fifty-second, Napoleon dispatched one of the officers who 
was riding with him, to desire the commander of the escort 
to come to him, " Have you a vivandiere in your company ? " 
" Yes, sire," replied the captain. " Has she a child ? " " Yes, 
little Gentil, whom we are all so fond of." "Has not the 
woman been beaten by her husband ? " "I was not aware of 
the circumstance till some time after the occurrence. I have 
reprimanded the man." "Is he generally well conducted?" 
"He is the best behaved man in the company. He is very 
jealous of his wife, but without reason. The woman's conduct 
is irreproachable." "Does he know me by sight?" lean 
not say, sire ; but, as he has just arrived from Spain, I think 
it probable he does not." " Try and ascertain whether he 
has ever seen me, and if he has not, bring him hither. Say 
you wish to conduct him before the general of the division." 

On inquiry, it appeared that Napoleon had never been seen 
by the grenadier, who was a fine-looking man, about five and 
twenty. When ho was conducted to Napoleon, the latter 
said, in a fiamiliar tone : " What is the reason, my lad, that 
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jovL beat your wife ? She is a young and pretty woman, and 
a better wife than you are a husband. Such conduct is 
disgraceful in a French grenadier." ^^ Bah, general! if women 
are to be beliered, they are never in the wrong. I have for- 
bidden my wife to talk to any man whatever*; and yet, in spite 
of my commands, I find her constantly gossiping with one or 
more of my comrades." ^' Now, there is your mistake. You^ 
want to prevent a woman from talking ; you might as well 
try to turn the course of the Danube% Take my advice ; do 
not be jealous. Let your wife gossip and be merry. K she 
were doing wrong, it is likely she would be sad instead of 
gay. Your comrades are uQt absolutely capuchins ; but I am 
mudh mistaken if they will not respect another man's wife. 
I desire that you do not strike your wife again ; and, if my 
order be not obeyed, the emperor shall hear of it. Suppose 
his majesty were to give you a reprimand, what would you 
say then?" '^Ma foi! general, my Wife is mine, and I may 
beat her if I choose. I should say to the emperor. Sire, you 
look to the enemy, and leave me to manage my wife." 
Napoleon laughed and said, '^ My good fellow, you are now 
speaking to the emperor." The word produced its usual 
magical effect. The grenadier looked confused, held down 
his head, lowered his voice, and said, '^ Oh, sire, that quite 
alters the case. Since your majesty commands, I, of course, 
obey." "That's right; I hear an excellent character of your 
wife. Everybody speaks well of her. She braved my dis- 
pleasure rather than expose you to punishment. Reward her 
by kind treatment. I promote you to the rank of sergeant; 
and when you arrive at Munich, apply to the Grand Marechal 
du Palais, and he will present you with four himdred francs. 
With, that you may buy a sutler's caravan, which will enable 
your wife to carry on a profitable business. Your son is a 
fine boy, and at some future day he shall be provided for. 
But mind, never let me hear of your beating your wife again. 
If I dO| you shall find that I can deal hard blows as well as 
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yon." ^ Ally sire ! I neyer can be sofficientlj grateful for 
your kindness." 

Two or three years after this circumstance, the emperor 
was with the army in another campaign. Napoleon, you 
know, had a wonderful power of recollecting 'the countenances 
of persons whom he had once seen. On one of his marches, 
he met and recognized the yivahdiere and her son. He 
immediately rode up to her, saying: ^^ Well, my good woman, 
how do you do? Has your husband kept the promise he 
made me?" The poor woman burst into tears, and' threw 
herself at the emperor's feet. " sire ! O sire ! Since my 
good star led me into the gracioiis presence of your majesty, 
I have been the happiest of women." " Then, reward me, by 
being the most virtuous of wives." A few pieces of gold were 
presented with these words ; and, as Napoleon rode off, the 
cries of vive Pempereur, uttered amidst tears and sobs, by 
the mother and her son, were enthusiastically repeated by the 
whole battalion. 

WiLLiNGNBBS TO Trust, OR THE Naturb OP Faith. — ^A min- 
ister was one day speaking of that living, active faith, which 
should jEit all times influence the heart; and to illustrate its 
nature related the following incident that had occurred in his 
own family. He had gone into a cellar, which in winter was 
quite dark, and was entered by a trap-door. A little daugh- 
ter, only three years old, was trying to find him, and came to 
the trap-door; but on looking down all was dark, and she 
called: "Are you down cellar, papa?" "Yes; would you 
like to come, Mary?" "It is dark; I canH come down, 
papa." " Well, my daughter, I am right below you, and I 
can see' you, though you can not see me ; and if you will drop 
yourself, I will catch you." " Oh ! I shall fall ; I can*t see 
you, papa." "I know it," he answered, "but I am really 
here, and you shall not fall or hurt yourself. If you will 
jump, I will catch you safely." Little Mary strained her eyes 
to the utmost, but could catch no glimpse of her father. She 
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hesitated, and then advanced a little farther; then summon- 
ing all her resolution, she threw herself forward, and was 
receiyed safely in her father's arms. A few days after, she 
again discovered the cellar-door open, and supposing her 
father to be there, she called: ^' Shall I come again, papa?" 
'* Yes, my dear, in a minute," he replied, and had just time 
to reach his arms toward ^er, when, in her childish glee, she 
fell shouting into them, and clasping his neck, sud, ^^I knew, 
dear papa, I should not fall." 

Wine. — ^^ The vine," says Anacharsis, " bears three grapes, 
the first of pleasure, the second of drunkenness, and the third 
of repentance." * 

Wine, a Single Glass of. — ^The Duke of Orleans, the eldest 
son of the late Louis Philippe, king of France, was the inher- 
itor of whatever rights the royal family could transmit. He 
was a noble young man ; physically and intellectually noble. 
One morning he invited a few companions with him, as he 
was about to take his departure for Paris to join his regiment. 
In the conviviality of the hour, he drank a little too much 
wine. He did not become intoxicated; he was not in any 
respect a dissipated man. His character was lofty and noble. 
But in that joyous hour he drank a glass too much. ' He 
slightly lost the balance of his body and of his mind. Bidding 
adieu to his companions, he entered his carriage, with which, 
the horses, being frightened,'' soon ran away. But for that 
extra glass of wine,^he would have kept his seat. He leaped 
from the carriage. But for that extra glass of wine he would 
have alighted on his feet. His head struck the pavement. 
Senseless and bleeding, he was taken into a beer-shop, and 
died. That extra glass of wine overthrew the Orleans 
dynasty ; confiscated their property of one hundred millions 
of dollars ; and sent the whole family into exile. 

Wisdom.— It is as great a point of wisdom to hide ignoranoe, 
as to discover knowledge. 



I 
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WiBDOMy AND FoLLT.-^^^ Wisdom/' ssljb Cecil, ^^iNrepares 
for the worst ; but follj leayes the worst for the day when it 
comes." 

Wisdom, as to Mabriagb. — Sir Walter Farquhar, calling 
one day on Mr. Pitt, the premier observed him to be unu- 
sually rufSed, and inquired what was the matter ? '^ Why, to 
teU you the truth," replied Sir^ Walter, '^I am extremely 
angry with my daughter. She has permitted herself to form 
an attachment to a yoimg gentleman, by no means qualified 
in rank or fortune, to be my son-in-law," " Now, let me say 
one word in the young lady's behalf," returned the minister: 
'4s the young man you mention, of a respectable family?" 
" He is." " Is he respectable in himself^ " " He is." " Has 
he the manners and education of a gentleman? " '^ He has." 
**Has he an estimable character?" "He has." "Why, 
then, my dea» Sir Walter, hesitate no longer. You and I are 
well acquainted with the delusions of life. Let your daughter 
follow her own inclinations, since they appear to be virtuous. 
You have had more opportunities than I have, of knowing the 
value of affection, and ought to respect it. Let the union 
take place, and I will not be unmindful that I had tlie 
pleasure of recommending it." The physician consented, the 
lovers were united, and the patronage of the minister soon 
gave old Sir Walter no cause to regret the event. 

Wise, the. — ^The wise man does three things : he abandons 
the world, before it abandons him ; prepares his sepulcher, 
before entering it ; and does aU with the design of pleasing 
Gk)d, before he is summoned to enter his presence. 

WiSHART, Providential Preservation of Rev. Mr. — ^The 
Covenanters, in the time of the civil wars, were exceedingly 
fond of singing psalms. When the great Montrose was taken 
prisoner, his chaplain, Wishart, the elegant historian of his 
deeds, shared th^. same fate with his patron, and wbb con- 
demned to the same punishment. Being desired^ on tha 
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floaffoldy to name what psalm he wished to have sung, he 
selected the one hundred and nineteenth, consisting of twenty- 
four parts. In this he was guided by God ; for before two- 
thirds of the psalm was sung, a pardon arriyed. Thus 
remarkably was his life preseryed. 

Wishes, and Will.—" FmAw," says Layater, "run oyer 
in loquacious impotence; will presses on with laconic 
energy." 

Wrr, AND CoKMON Sense.—" There are forty men of wit," 
says Pope, ^^ for one man of sense ; and he that will carry 
nothing about him ^ but gold, will be eyery day at a loss for 
want of readier change.^ 



ft 



Wrr, MaucIoub.^'* Wit," says Sheridan, " loses its respect 
with the good, when seen in company with malice ; and to 
smile at the jest which plants a thorn in another's breast, is 
to become a principal in tha' mischief." 

Woman, the Influence of a Good. — ^The Hon. Mr. 
Houston, of the United States Senate, was asked, at a lai^ 
party giyen in Washington by Hon. B. G. Winthrop, why he 
did not attend the usual places of public amusement, as he 
had been accustomed to do. His reply was this ; let it be 
read and remembered by the mothers and daughters of 
America: "I make it a point," said the honorable senator, 
"neyer to yisit a plac^ where my wife, if she were with me, 
would be unwilling *to go. I know it would giye her pain, 
as a Christian, to attend such places, and I will not go myself 
where I could not take my wife." A member of Congress 
present, alluded to his own wife, and added, that there was a 
mutual understanding between him and her, that they should 
each follow the bent of their own inclinationsi in such matters. 
"That may do for you,"'> responded Mr. Houston, "but with 
me it is different from what it is with many men. My wife> 
has been the making of me. She took me when I was a 

26 
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Tictim of slavish appetites ; she has redeemed and regenerated 
me ; and I will not do that in her absence, which I know 
would give her pain if she were present." 

Woman, Piety in, ebspected. — ^The Duke of Norfolk had 
in his service a female, a Methodist. One of the superior 
servants complained to the duke, that this woman was too 
religious, and that she lost too much of her time in going to 
the chapel. The duke asked where she went to ; and was 
answered, " To Bury." " What ! a loaman walk four miles to 
a place of worship? It is too far. I desire, in future, that 
the boy may drive her, every Sunday, in the gig. She is 
right in worshiping the Almighty, where and how she thinks 
best." 

Woman, as a Chmstian. — ^**Well, doctor," said Mr. 
Legare, to the physician who had just come from the room of 
his dying wife, to the one in which the family were assembled, 
and all melted to tears, ^^ what do you think of the scene you 
have just witnessed?" "Indeed, sir," said he, **•! know not 
what to think of it ; it is all a mystery to me. I have seen 
numbers of men, in all the vigor of health, and thirsting for 
martial honor, rush into a field of battle, and in that confused 
scene put on the appearance of fortitude, not one of whom 
could face the gradual approaches of death, or a sick bed, ^ 
without visible horror ; but here Is a poor, emaciated woman, 
whose whole nervous system is unstrung by long disease, 
welcoming the grim messenger with the utmost serenity and 
joy, though approaching in all the horrors of the most gradual 
progress imaginable ; [for she was three days in the agonies 
of death.] Indeed it is a mystery, and I know not how to 
account for it." "Do you not, sir?" asked Mr. Legare; 
" go, then to Calvary. You see us dissolved in tears, but I 
' do not believe there is a tear in the room extorted by grief; 
no, sir, they are tears of joy." The doctor went down stairs, 
and met a gentleman at the door, who inquired after Mrs. L., 
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toVhom he replied, "Just gone, sir." "Well," said he, 
" Mr. Legare is a philosopher, and I hope he will bear the 
stroke like one." "Philosophy!" replied the doctor; "I 
have thought as much of philosophy as any man, but the 
scene within beats all philosophy." 

Woman, the Courage and Firmness op an American.— 
An order having been issued for a general illumination, to 
celebrate the supposed victory at Oildford, the front of the 
house occupied by Mrs. Heyward and her sister, Mrs. Hall, 
^remained in darkness. Indignant at so decided a mark of 
disrespect, an officer forced his way into her presence, and 
sternly demanded of Mrs. Heyward, " How dare you disobey 
the order which has been issued ? why, madam, is not your 
house illuminated ? " "Is it possible for me, sir," replied the 
lady with perfect calmness, ." to feel a spark of joy? Can I 
celebrate the victory of your army, while my husband remains 
a prisoner at St. Augustine?" "That," rejoined the officer, 
"is a matter of little consequence; the last hopes of rebellion 
are crushed by the defeat of Greene : you shall illuminate." 
" Not a single light," replied the lady, " shall be placed with 
my consent, on such an occasion, in any window in the house." 
"Then, madam, I will return with a party, and before mid- 
night leyel it to the groxmd." " You have power to destroy, 
sir, and seem well disposed \o use it, but over my opinions 
you possess no control. I disregard your menaces, and 
resolutely declare, I will not illuminate.^* Mrs. Heyward 
was graceful and majestic in person, beautiful in coxmtenance, 
angelic in disposition. She was no more molested. 

Woman, her PiDELrrY and Affection as a Wife. — Ouelph, 
Duke of Bavaria, having made war on the emperor, Conrad 
HI., that prince laid siege to him in the castle of Weina- 
perg. The duke supported the siege with heroic bravery, and 
only yielded to superior force. The emperor treated the 
person whom Gnelph had sent to him to capitulate, with 
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great dvility, and gave his word that the dtikd and his troops 
tihottid be permitted to pass through tiie imperial armj 
unmolested. The duke's wife, howeyer, suspected ihat some 
fittal design against her husband was concealed under this 
appearance of clemency. She tiierefore wished to make a 
more certain engagement than that of mere words. She sent 
a gentleman to the emperor, to demand from him safe con- 
duct, Aot only for herself, but also for the other ladies and 
women that were in the castle; that they might be suffered 
to pass unmolested, and be conducted to a place of security; 
and that they should also be at liberty to take whatever they 
Acould carry with them. To this request, Conrad readily 
acceded. In the presence of the emperor and all his army, 
their departure from the castle took place ; but every one was 
overcome with astonishment, when they saw pass first the 
duchess, then countesses, baronesses, and other ladies of 
quality, whose husbands had offended against the emperor, 
each with difficulty carrying her lord on her shoulders. It 
had been supposed in the army, that when the duchess 
demanded the favor, it was only with a view to save their 
gold, silver and jewels, and no suspicion was entertained of 
their real intentions. The emperor was surprised at the 
sight, and could not help being touched with the tenderness 
and courage of these ladies, wno considered their huisbands 
as their real treasure, which they esteemed more than gold 
ot jewels. Yielding to the admiration this example of conr 
jugal tenderness had occasioned, the« emperor pardoned the 
men for the sake 6f the women, whom he commended for 
their fidelity to their htjLsbands. After treating them to a 
splendid dixmer, Conrad came to a sincere accommodation 
with Ouelph and his companions, and the town was save^. 

WoKAN, THB Mother and hbb Child. — One of the first 
settlers in western New York, was Judge W., who estab- 
lished himself at Wfaitestown, about four miles from Utioa. 
He brought his fionily with him, among whom was a 
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davf^ter with an only child, afine boj, about four years old. 
The country around was an unbroken forest, and this was the 
domain of the sa^^age tribes. Judge W, saw the necessity of 
keeping on good terms with the Indians, for, as he was nearly 
alone, he was completely at their mercy. Accordingly, he 
took every opportunity to assure them of his kindly feelings, 
and to seonre their good-will in return. Seyeral of the chieft 
came to see him, and seemed pacific. But there was one 
thing that troubled him: an aged chief of the Oneida tribe, 
and one of great influence, who resided at a distance of a 
dozen miles, had not yet been to see him, nor could he 
ascertain the views and feeUngs of the sachem in respect to 
his settlement in that region. At last he sent him a message, 
and the answer was, that the chief would visit him on the 
morrow. 

True to his appointment, the sachem came. Judge Vf. 
received him with marks qf respect, and introduced his wife, 
his daughter, and her little boy. The interview that followed 
was interesting. Upon its result the judge was convinced his 
security might depend, and therefore he was exceedingly 
anxious to make a fovorable impression upon the distinguished 
chief. He expressed his desire to setfle in the country, to 
live on terms of amity and good-fellowship with the Indians, 
and to be useful to them, by introducing among Ihem the arts 
of civilization. The chief heard him out, and then said: 
*' Brother, you ask much, and you promise much. What 
pledge can you give of your fiedth? The white man's word 
may be good to the white man, yet it is wind when spoken to 
the Indian." " I have put my life in your hands," said the 
judge ; ^' is it not an evidence of my good^intention ? I have 
placed confidence in the Indian, and will not believe he will 
abuse or betray the trust that is thus reposed." ** So much 
is well," replied the chief; ^* the Indian will repay confidence 
wUbooofidence; if you will trust he irill trust you« Let this 
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boy go with me to my wigwam; I will bring bim back in 
three days, with my answer! " 

If an arrow had pierced the bosom of the mother, she coold 
not have felt a deeper pang than went to her heart, as the 
Indian made this propodld. She sprang forward, and, running 
to the boy, who stood at the side of the sachem, looking into 
his face with pleased wonder and admiration, she encircled 
him in her arms, and, pressing him to her bosom, was about 
to fly from the room. A gloomy and ominous frown came 
over the sachem's brow, but he did not speak. But not so 
with Judge W. He knew that the success of their enterprise, 
the lives of his family, depended on the decision of a moment. 
"Stay, stay, my daughter," he said; "bring back the boy, I 
beseech you. He is not more to you than to me. I would 
not risk a hair of his head. But, my child, he must go wifli 
the chief. Gk>d will watch over him! He will be as safe in 
the sachem's wigwam as beneath our own roof." 

The agonized mother hesitated a moment; she then slowly 
returned, placing the boy on the knee of the chief, and, 
kneeling at his feet, burst into a flood of tears. The gloom 
passed away from the sachem's brow, but he said not a word. 
He arose and departed. I shall not attempt to describe the 
agony of the mother for the ensuing three days. She was 
agitated by contending hopes and fears. In the night she 
awoke from sleep, seeming to hear the screams of the child 
calling on its mother for help. But the time wore slowly 
away, and the third day came. How slowly did Hie hours 
pass ! The mpming waned leiway, noon arrived, yet the 
sachem came not. There was a gloom over the whole house- 
hold. The mother was pale and sOent. Judge W. walked 
the floor to and fro, going every few minutes to the door, and 
looking through the opening in the forest toward the sachem's 
abode. 

As the last rays of the setting sun were thrown upon the 
tops of the trees around, the eagle feathers of the chief were 
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seen daacing above the bushes in fhe distance. He advanced 
rapidlj ; and the little boy was at his side. He was gayly 
attired as a young chief; his feet being dressed in moccasins, 
a fine beaver skin was on his shoulders, and eagle's feathers 
were stuck in his hair. He was in excellent spirits; and so 
proud was he of his honors, that he seemed two inches taller 
than he was before. He was soon in his mother's arms; and 
in that brief minute she seemed to pass from death to life. It 
was a happy meeting, too happy for me to describe. ^' The 
white man has conquered," said the sachem; ^'hereafter let 
us be friends. You have trusted an Indian, he will repay 
you with confidence and friendship." He was as good as his 
word; and Judge W. lived many years in peace with the 
Indian tribes, and succeeded in laying the foundation of a 
flourishing and prosperous community. 

Woman, as a Wipe, and a Daughter. — ^* I have lost my 
whole fortune," said a merchant, as he returned one evening 
to his home: ^' we can no longer keep our carriage. We 
must leave this large house. The children can no longer go 
to expensive schools. Yesterday I was a rich man ; to-day 
there is nothing I can call my own." ^' Dear husband," said 
fhe wife, ^^ we are still rich in each other and our children. 
Money may pass away, but Gbd has given us a better treasure 
in those active hands and loving hearts." ^' Dear father," 
said the children, ^^ do not look so sober, we will help you get 
a living." "What can you do, poor things?" said he. 
"You shall see! you shall see!" answered several voices. 
^^ It is a pity if we have been to school for noiliing. How can 
the &ther of eight children be poor? We shall work and 
make you rich again." " I shall help," said the younger girl,' 
hardly four years old ; " I shall not have any new things 
bought, and I shall sell my great doll." 

The heart of the husband and &ther, .which had sunk 
within his bosom like a stone, was lifted up. The sweet 
enthusiasm of the scene cheered him, and his nightly prayer 
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iras like a «ong of praise. /Thej left fheir statelj house. 
The serrants were dismissed. Pictures and jdafe, rich carpets 
and fiimitarey were sold, and she who had been tiie mistress 
of the mansion shed no tears. '^ Pay erery debt," said she ; 
"let no one suffer through us, and we may be happy." He 
rented a neat cottage, and a small piece of ground, a few 
miles from the city. With the aid of his sons, he cultivated 
Tegetables for the market. He viewed with delight and 
astonishment the economy of his wife, nurtured as she had 
been in wealth, and the efficiency which his daughters soon 
acquired under her training. The eldest instructed in the 
household, and also assisted the younger children; besides, 
they executed various works which they had learned as 
accomplishments, but which they found could be disposed of 
to advantage. They embroidered with taste some of the 
ornamental parts of female apparel, which were readily sold 
to a merchant in the city. They cultivated flowers, neiat 
bouquets to market in the cart that conveyed the vegetables; 
they plaited straw, they painted maps, they executed plain 
needle-work. Every one was at her post, busy and cheerful. 
The little cottage was like a bee-hive. 

"I never eqjoyed such health before," said the lather. 
"And I was never so happy before," said the mother. " We 
never knew how many things we could do when we lived in 
the great house," said the children ; " and we love eadi other 
a great deal better here. You call us your little bees." 
"Yes," replied the father; "and you make just such honey 
as the heart likes to feed on." Economy as well as industry 
was strictly observed: nothing was wasted; nothing unneces- 
sary was purchased. The eldest daughter became assistant 
teacher in the seminary, and the second took her place as 
instructress to the &mily. The dwelling, which had always 
been kept neat, they were soon able to beautif|r. Its con- 
structicm was improved, and the vines and flowering trees 
were replanted around it. The merchant was haj^er under 
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kis ivoodbine-ooTered porch in a. sommer's eyening, than he 
had been in his showy drawing-room. 

^ We are now thriying and prosperons/' said he ; '^shall 
we return to the dty?" <* Oh no ! ". was the nnanimous reply. 
'^ Let US remain/' said the wife, ^' where we hare found health 
and contentment.'' *^ Father," said the youngest, ^^all we 
children hope you are not going to be rich i^ain ; for then," 
fliey added, ^^ we little ones were shut up in tiie nursery, and 
did not see much of you and mother; now we all live 
together, and sister, who loves us, teaches us, and we learn 
to be industrious and usefiil. We were none of us happy 
when we were rich and did not work. So, father, please not 
to be a rich man any more!" 

Woman, Heroism op a Young. — ^Near the hamlet of Udorf, 
on the banks of the Rhine, there yet stands the mill which 
was the scene of the following adventure. One Simday morn- 
ing, the miller and his family set out as usual to attend 
service in the village of^ Hensel, leaving the mill, to which 
was attached the dwelling-house, in charge of his servant 
maid, Hanchen, a bold-hearted girl, who had been some time 
in his service. The youngest child, who was still too young 
to go to church, remained also under her care. 

As Hanchen was engaged in preparing dinner for the fSunily, 
she was interrupted by a visit from her admirer, Heinrich 
Botteler. He was an idle, graceless fellow, and her master, 
who knew his character well, had forbidden him the house; 
but Hanchen could not believe all the stories she had heard 
against her lover, and was sincerely attached to him. On 
this occasion she greeted him kindly, and not only got him 
something to eat, but foimd time in the midst of her business 
to sit down and have a gossip with him, while he did justice 
to the fieue set before him. As he was eating he let fall his 
knife, which he asked her to pick up for him. She playfully 
remonstrated, telling him she feared, fit>m all she heard, he 
did little enough work, and ought at least to wait upon him- 
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self. In the end, howeyer, she stooped down to pick up the 
knife, when the treacherous villain drew a dagger from under 
his coat, akd caught her by the nape of the neck, griping her 
throat firmly with his fingers to prevent her screaming ; tiien, 
with an oath, he desired her to tell him where her master 
kept his money, threatening to kill her if she did not comply 
with his demand. The surprised and terrified girl in vain 
attempted to parley with him; he still held her tightly in his 
choking grasp, leaving her no other choice but to die or betray 
her master. She saw there was no hope of sofbening him or 
changing his purpose; and, with a full conviction of his 
treachery, all her native courage woke in her bosom. Affect- 
ing, however, to yield to what was inevitable, she answered 
him, in a resigned tone, that what must be, must be; only, 
if he carried off her master's gold, he must take her with him 
too ; for she would never stay to hear their suspicions and 
reproaches ; entreating him, at the same time, to relax his 
grasp of her throat, for she could hardly speak, much less do 
what he bid her, while he held her so tight. At length he 
was induced to quit his hold, on her reminding him that he 
must lose no time, or the family would be returning firom 
church. She then led the way to her master's bedroom, and 
showed him the coffer where he kept his money. " Here,'* 
she said, reaching to him an ax, which lay in a comer of the 
room, ^'you can open it with this, while I run up stairs to put 
all my things together, besides the money I have saved since 
I have been here." 

Completely deceived by her apparent readiness to enter 
into his plans, he allowed her to leave the room, only exhort- 
ing her to be as quick as possible, and was immediately 
absorbed in his own operations; first opening the box, and 
then disposing of the money about his person. In the mean 
time, Hanchen, instead of going up stairs to her own room, 
crept softly along several passages, till she again reached her 
master' s chamber. It was the work of a moment to shut and 
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bolt the door upon him; and this done, she rushed to the 
outer door of the mill to give the alarm. The only being in 
sight was her master's little boy, a child of fiye years old ; to 
him she called with all her might, ^^Bun, run to meet your 
&ther as he comes from church; tell him we shall be mur- 
dered if he does not come back!" The frightened child did 
as she bid him, and set off running on the road she pointed 
out. Somewhat reUeved by seeing that the child understood 
her, and would make her case known, she sat down for a 
moment on the stone seat before the door, and, frdl of con- 
flicting emotions of grief and thankfulness for her escape, she 

burst into tears. But at this moment a shrill whistle aroused 

•I 

her attention: it was from the prisoner, Heinrich, who, 
opening the grated window above her head, shouted to some 
accomplice without, to catch the child that was running away 
so fast, and to kill the girl. Hanchen looked around in great 
alarm, but saw no one. The child still continued to run with 
all its might, and she hoped that it was but a false alarm to 
excite her, and oyercome her resolution: when, just as the 
child reached a hollow in the next field, (the channel of a 
natural drain,) she saw a ruffian start up from the bed of the 
drain, and, snatching up the child in his arms, hasten with 
him toward the mill, in accordance with the directions of his 
accomplice. In a moment she perceived the full extent of 
her danger, and formed her plan for escaping it. 

Belreating into the mill, she double-locked and bolted the 
door, the only apparent entrance into the building, every 
other means of obvious access being prevented by strong iron 
gratings fixed up against all the windows, and then took, her 
post at the upper casement, determined to await patiently her 
master's return, and her consequent delivery from that dan- 
gerous position, or her own death, if indeed inevitable ; for 
she was fully resolved to enter into no terms, and that 
nothing should induce her to give up her master's property 
into the robbers' hands. She had hardly had time to secure 
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hendf in h«r reti^eat, when the rofliaa, hdding ihBBcnuniag 
child in his grasp, and brandishing a knife in one hand, oame 
up, and bade her open the door, or he irould break it down^ 
adding many awful oaths and threats, to which her only 
answer was, that she put her trust in God. Heinridi, who 
from his window was witness of this colloquy, now called out 
to cut the child's throat before her ejes, if she still persisted 
in her refusal. Poor Hanchen's heart quailed at this horrible 
threat, but only for a moment. The death of the child could 
be no gain to Ihem, while her own death was certain if she 
admitted the assailant, and her master, too, would be robbed. 
She had no reason either to suppose that her compliance 
would save the life of the child. It was to risk all against 
nothing, and she resolved to hold out to the last, though the 
Tillaan from without renewed his threats, saying, that if she 
did not open the door to him he would kfll the child, and 
then set fire to the mill over her head. ^\I put my trust in 
God,'' was still the poor girl's answer. 

In the mean time the ruffian set down the child for a 
moment, to look about for combustibles to cany out his 
threat. In this search, he discovered a mode of entering the 
mill, unthought of by Hanchen. It was a large aperture in 
the wall communicating with the great wheel and the other 
machinery of the mill ; and it was a part entirely unprotected, 
for it had never been contemplated ttiat any one would seek 
to enter through so dangerous an inlet. Triumphant at this 
discovery, he returned to tie the hands and feet of the poor 
child to prevent its escape, and then stole back to the aperture 
by which he intended to procure an entrance. The situati<m 
of the building prevented Hanchen seeing anything of this, 
but a thought had meanwhile struck her. It was Sunday, 
when the mill was never at work s if, therefore, the sdls were 
set in motion, the whole neighborhood would know that some- 
Ihing unusual was the matter, and her master especially 
would hasten h<»ne to know the meaning of anything so 
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strange. B^g all her life aocostomed to the machinerj of 
tilie mill, it was the work of a moment to set it all in motion; 
a brisk breease which sprang up at once, set the sails flying. 
The arms of the huge engine wheeled round with fearful 
rapidity; the great wheel slo^y reTolved on its axis; the 
smaller gear turned, and creaked, and groaned, according as 
the machinery came into action: the mill was in full operar 
tion. It was at this moment that -the r^flSan intruder had 
succeeded in squeezing himself through the aperture in the 
wall, and getting himself safely lodged in the interior of ihe 
great drum wheel. His dismay, however, was indescribable, 
when he began to be whirled about with its rotation, and 
found that all his effi>rts to put a stop to the powerful 
machinery which set it in motion, or to extricate himself 
from this perilous situation, were fruitless. In his terror, he 
uttered shrieks and horrible imprecations. Astonished at the 
noise, Hanchen went to the spot, saw him caught, like a rat, 
in his own trap,* from which it was no part of her plan to 
liberate him. She knew he would be more frightened than 
hurt if he kept within his rotary prison without any rash 
attempt at escape, and that even if he became insensible, he 
could not fall out of it. 

In the mean time, the wheel went round and round with 
its steady, unceasing motion; and round and round he weQt 
with it, while sense remained, beseeching Hanchen with 
entreaties, promises, and wild, impotent threats, which were 
all equally dira^garded, till, by degrees, feeling and percep- 
tion £Biiled him, and he heard no one. He fell senseless at 
the bottom of the engine, but, even then, his inanimate body 
continued to be whirled round as before; for Hanchen did 
not dare to trust appearances in such a villain, and would not 
venture to suspend the working of the mill, nor stop the mill- 
gear and tackle from running at their fullest speed. At 
length she heard a loud knocking at the door, and flew to 
open it. It was her master and his family, accompanied by 
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Beyeral of his neighbors, all in the utmost consternation and 
wonder at seeing the mill-sail in foil swing on a Sunday, and 
still more so when they found the poor child lying bound on 
{he grass, who, however, was too terrified to give any account 
of what had happened. Hanchen, in a few words, told all ; 
and then her spirit, which had sustained her through such 
scenes of terror, gave way under the sense of safety and relief, 
and she fell fainting in their arms, and was with much 
difficulty recovered. The machinery of the mill was at once 
stopped, and the inanimate ruffian dragged from his dreadful 
prison. Heinrich, too, was brought forth from the miller's 
chamber, and both were in a short time sent bound under a 
strong escort to Bonn, where they soon after met the reward 
of their crimes. 

Woman, as a Sister. — Mrs. Jameson, in her " Sketches of 
Art, Literature and Character in Germany," relates the 
following story, containing a most extraordinary and affecting 
example of sisterly affection. 

^ "I was traveling fix)m Weimar to Frankfort, and had 
stopped at a little town, one or two stages beyond Fulda; I 
was standing at the window of the inn, looking at a crowd of 
travelers who had just been disgorged from a huge postrcoach, 
which was standing there. Among them was one female, 
who, before I was aware, fixed my attention. Although 
closely enveloped in a winter dress, from head to foot, her 
hight, and the easy decision with which she moved, showed 
that her figure was fine and well-proportioned; and, as the 
wind blew aside her black vail, I had a glimpse of features 
which still further excited my curiosity. I had time to con- 
sider her as she alighted and walked over to the inn alone. 
She entered the room in which I was; summoned the waiter, 
and ordered breakfast. While this was preparing, she threw 
off her traveling accouterments; first, a dark cloak, richly 
lined with fur; one or two shawls; a sort of pelisse, lined 
with blue silk, and trimmed with sables ; showing that imder 
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these splendid coverings, she wore a dress of deep mourning. 
Her figure, when displayed, was one of the most perfect I 
ever beheld. Her feet, hands and head were small in pro- 
portion to her figure; her face was not so striking; it was 
pretty, rather than handsome; her small mouth closed firmly, 
so as to give a marked and singular expression of resolution 
and decision to a physiognomy otherwise frank and good- 
humored. Her eyes, also small, were of a dark hazel, bright 
and with long blonde eyelashes. Her abtmdant fair hair was 
plaited in several bands, and fastened on the top of her head, 
in the fashion of the German peasant girls. Her voice would 
have been deemed rather high-pitched, but was not deficient 
in melody ; and, though her expression was grave, and even 
sad, I soon found that mirth, and not sadness, was the natural 
character of her mind, as of her countenance. When any- 
thing ridiculous occurred, she burst at once into a laugh, so 
merry and musical, that it was impossible not to sympathize 
in it. Her whole appearance and manner gave me the idea 
of a farmer's buxom daughter: nothing could be more 
distinct ftom our notions of the lady-like, yet nothing could 
be more free from impropriety, more expressive of native 
innocence and modesty; but the splendor of her dress did not 
exactly suit with her deportment; it puzzled me. 

^^ I observed that she wore a number of silver rings, of a 
pecuUar fashion, and among them a fine diamond. She 
walked up and down while her breakfast was preparing, 
seemingly lost in painful meditations ; but when it appeared, 
she sat down and did justice to it, as one who had been many 
hours without food. While she was thus engaged, the con- 
ductor and one of the passengers came in, and spoke to her 
with interest and respect. Soon afterward came the mistress 
of the inn, with an offer of particular services, and, from the 
conversation, I gathered, to my astonishment, that this young 
creature— she seemed jjot more than two or three and twenty — 
was on her way home, alone and unprotected, from — can you 
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imagine? even from the wilds of Siberia! But fhen wliat 
had brought her there? I listened, in hopes of discoTering: 
but thej all spoke so itust that I oould make out nothing 
more. Subsequentlj, we met at Frankfort, where she was 
lodged in the same hotel, and I was enabled to offer hbr a 
seat in mj vehicle to Majence. Thus, I had opportunities 
of hearing her whole history related at different times, and in 
parts and parcels; and I will now endeavor to give it to you 
in a connected form. Of the animation of voice and manner, 
the vivid eloquence, the graj^c spirit, the quick transitions 
of feeling, and the grace and vivacity at gesture and action, 
with which the relation was made to me, by this fine, untutored 
child of nature, I can give you no idea: it was in the whole 
a study of character I shall never forget. 

^^ My heroine was the daughter of a rich brewer and wine- 
merchant of Deuxponts. She was one of five children, two 
older and two younger than herself. The eldest brother was 
called Henri ; he had early displayed such talents, and such an 
inclination for study, that his fiBither was determined to give 
him all the advantages of a learned education, and sent him 
to the university, whence he returned to his fiEonily, with the 
highest testimonies of his talents and good conduct. His 
father now destined him for the clerical profession, with 
which his own wishes accorded. His sister fondly dwelt upon 
his predses, and described him as being not.only the pride of 
his family, but of all his fellow-citizens ; ^ tall, and handsome, 
and good ; ' of a most benevolent, enthusiastic temper, and 
devoted to his studies. When he had been at home for some 
time, he attracted the notice of one of the princes of the north 
of Germany, with whom he traveled, I believe, in the capacity 
of secretaiy ; and through the recommendation of this pow- 
erful patron, he became a professor of tiieology in a university 
of Gourland. Henri was at this time about twenty-^ight. 
While here, it was his fate to fall passionately in love with the 
daughter of a Jew merchant. His jreligious zeal mingled 
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with his love ; ho was as anxious to convert his mistress as to 
possess her ; and, in fiEtct, the first was a necessary preliminary 
to the second : the consequences were all in the usual style 
of such matters. The relations discoyered the correspond- 
ence, and the young Jewess was forbidden to see or to speak 
to her lover. They met in secret. What were his arguments 
I know not, but they prevailed. She declared herself con- 
vinced, and consented to fly with him beyond the frontiers, 
into Silesia, to be baptized, and to become his wife. 

^^ Apparently their plans were not well arranged, or were be- 
trayed ; for they were pursued by her relations and the police, 
and overtaken before they reached the frontiers. I^e young 
man was accused of carrying off his Jewish love by force ; and 
this, at Riga, where the Jews are protected, is a capital crime. 
The affair was brought before the tribunal, and the accused 
defended himself by declaring, that the girl had fled with him 
by her own &ee will; that she was a Christian, and his 
betrothed bride, as they had exchanged rings, or gone through 
some similar ceremony. The father Jew denied this on the 
part of his daughter ; and Henri desired to be confronted with 
the lady, who was thus said to have turned his accuser. Her 
family made many difficiilties, but, by the order of the judge, 
she was obliged to appear. She was brought into the court 
of justice, pale, trembling, and supported by her &ther, and 
others of her kindred. The judge demanded whether it was 
by her own will that she had fled with Henri Ambos? She 
answered, in a fednt voice, ^ No.' ^ Had then violence been 
used to carry her off?' *Yes.' *Was she a Christian?' 
'No.' ^Did she regard Henri as her aflianced husband?' 
^ No.' On hearing these replies, so different from the truth, 
from all he could have anticipated, the imfortunate young 
man appeared for a few minutes stupefied; then, as if seized 
with a sudden frenzy, he made a desperate effort to rush upon 
the young Jewess. On being prevented, he drew a knife from 
his pocket, which he attempted to plunge into his own boaooiy 

2T 
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bat it was wrested from him; in the scuffle he was wounded 
in the' hands and face, and the yoimg lady swooned away. 
The sight of his mistress insensible, and his own blood flowing, 
restored the lover to his senses. He became suddenly calm ; 
he offered not another word in his own defense, refused to 
answer any questions^ and was immediately conyeyed to 
prison. 

^^ These particulars came to the knowledge of his family 
after the lapse of many months ; but of his subsequent &te they 
could learn nothing. Neither his sentence nor his pimish- 
ment could be ascertained ; and although one of his relations 
went to Riga, for the purpose of obtaining some information, 
some redress, he returned without effecting either of the 
purposes of his journey. Whether Henri had died of his 
woimds, or languished in a perpetual dungeon, remained a 
mystery. Six years thus passed away. His father died; his 
mother, who persisted in hoping while all others despaired, 
lingered on in heart-wearing suspense. At length, in the 
beginning of the year 183S, a traveling merchant passed 
through the city of Deuxponts, and inquired for the family 
of Ambos. He informed them, that in the preceding year he 
had seen and spoken to a man in rags, with a long beard, who 
was working in fetters with other criminals, in Siberia ; who 
described himself as Henri Ambos, a pastor of the Lutheran 
church, unjustly condemned, and besought him, with many 
tears and the most urgent supplications, to convey some 
tidings of him to his unhappy parents, and beseech them to 
use every means to obtain his liberation. 

" You must imagine, for I can not describe as she described, 
the feelings that this intelligence excited. A family council 
was held, and it was determined at once that application 
should be made to the police authorities at St. Petersburgh, 
to ascertain, beyond a doubt, the fate of poor Henri ; that a 
petition in his favor must be presented to the emperor of 
Russia; but who was to present it? The second brother 
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ettereA himself, but he had a wife and two children ; the wife 
protested that she shoxdd die if her husband left her, and 
would not hear of his going; beside, he was the only remain- 
ing hope of his mother's family. The sister then said that 
she would undertake the journey; and argued that, as a 
woman, she had more chance of success in such an affidr than 
ber brother. The mother acquiesced. There was, in truth, 
no altematiye ; and, being amply furnished with the means, 
this generous, affectionate and strong-minded girl set off 
alone on her long and perilous journey. * When my mother 
gave me her blessing,' said she, ^I made a vow to God and 
my own heart, that I would not return alive without the 
pardon of my brother! I feared nothing; I«had nothing to 
live for. I had health and strei^h, and I had not a doubt 
of my own success, because I wa^ resolved to succeed ; but 
ah ! what a fate was mine ! and how am I returning to my 
mother! my poor old mother!' Here she burst into tears, 
and threw herself back in the carriage ; after a few minutes 
she resumed her narrative. 

" She reached the city of Riga without mischance. There 
she collected the necessary documents relative to her brother's 
character and conduct, with all the circumstances of his trial, 
and had them properly attested. Furnished with these pape^, 
she proceeded to St. Petersburgh, where she arrived safely in 
the beginning of June, 1888. She met with the utmost diffi- 
culty in obtaining from the police the official return of her 
brother's condemnation, place of exile, punishment, &c. ; but 
at length, by almost incredible boldness, perseverance and 
address, she was in possession of these ; and, with the assist- 
ance of a friend, she drew up a petition to the emperor. 
With this she waited on the minister of the interior, to whom, 
with great difficulty, she obtained access. He treated her 
with great harshness, and absolutely refused to deliver the. 
petition. She threw herself on her knees, and added tears to 
entreaties; but he was inexorable, and added brutally: ^Your 
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brother ovght not to be pardoned, and if I were the emperor, 
I would not pardon him.' She rose from h,er knees, and 
stretching her arms toward heaven, exclaimed, with ferror: 
'I call God to witness that my brother was mnocent! and I 
thank God that 70a are not the emperor, for I can still hope ! ' 
The minister, in a rage, said : ^ Do you dare to speak thus to 
me ? Do you know who I am ? ' * Yes,' she replied, * you 
are his excellency, the minister G. ; but what of that? you 
are a cruel man ! but I put my trust in God and the emperor. 
* And then,' said she, * I left him, without even a courtesy, 
though he followed me to the door, speaking very loud and 
very angrUy.' 

^^ Her suit being rejected by all the ministers, she resolved 
to do what she had been dissuaded &om attempting in the 
first instance, to appeal to the emperor in person: but it was 
in vain she lavished hundreds of dollars in bribes to the 
inferior officers; in vain she besc/t the imperial suite, at 
reviews, at the theater, on the way to the church ; invariably 
beaten back by the guards or the attendants, she could not 
penetrate to the emperor's presence. After spending six 
weeks in daily ineffectual attempts of this kind, hoping every 
morning, and almost despairing every evening; threatened 
by the police, and spurned by the officials ; providence raised 
her up a friend in one of her own sex. Among some ladies 
of rank who became interested in her story and invited her 

to their houses, was a Countess Elise . One day, on 

seeing her joxmgproUgS overwhelmed with grief, and idmost 
in despair, she said, with emotion : ' I can not dare to present 
your petition myself; I might be sent off to Siberia, or at 
least banished the court ; but all I can do I will. I will lend 
you my equipage and servants. I will dress you in one of 
my robes; you shall drive to the palace the next levee-day, 
and obtain an audience imder my name; when once in the 
presence of the emperor, you must manage for yourself. If 
I risk thus much, will you venture the rest?' ^ And what,' 
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I, * was your answer ? ' * Oh ! * she replied, * I could not 
answer ; but I threw myself at her feet, and kissed the hem 
of her gown.' I asked her whe&er she had not feared to risk 
the safety of her generous friend? She replied: ^That 
thought did strike me; but what would you have? I cast it 
from me. I was resolved to have my brother's pardon ; I 
would have sacrificed my own life to obtain it; and, (rod 
forgive me, I thought little of what it might cost another.' 

^^ This plan was soon arranged ; and, at the time appointed, 
the resolute heroine drove up to the palace in a splendid 
equipage, preceded by a running footman, with three laced 
lackeys, in full dress, mounted behind. She wag announced 

as the Countess Elise , who supplicated a particular 

audience of his majesty. The doors flew open, and in a few 
minutes she was in the presence of the emperor, who 
advanced one or two steps to meet her with an air of gal- 
lantry, but suddenly started back. Here I could not help 
asking her, whether in that moment she did not feel her 
heart sink? *No,' said she, firmly, 'on the contrary, I 
felt my heart beat quicker and higher! I sprang forward 
and knelt at his feet, (prying with clasped hands, '^ Pardon, im- 
perial majesty ! pardon ! " " Who are you," said the emperor, 
astonished, ''and what can I do for you?" He spoke gently, 
more gently than any of his ministers, and, overcome even 
by my own hopes, I burst into a flood of tears ; and — ^^ May 

it please your imperial majesty, I am not Countess Elise , 

I am the only sister of the unfortunate Henri Ambos, who 
has been condemned on false accusation. Oh pardon ! pardon ! 
Here are the papers, the proofs. imperial majesty, pardon 
my poor brother ! " I held out the petition and the papers, 
and at the same time, prostrate on my knees, I seized the 
skirt of his embroidered coat, and pressed it to my lips. 
The emperor said, " Rise, rise ! " but I would not rise ; I still 
held out my papers, resolved not to rise till he had taken 
tliem. At last the emperor, who seemed much moved, 
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extended one hand toward me, and ioA the papers with the 
other, Baying, ^' Rise, mademoiselle, I command you to rise/' 
I ventured to kiss his hand, and said with tears, ^' I pray your 
majesty to read the paper." He said, " I will read it." I then 
rose from the ground, and stood watching him, while he 
unfolded the petition, and read it. His countenance changed, 
and he exclaimed once or twice: ^'Is it possible? This is 
dreadful! " When he had finished he folded the paper, and 
without any observation said at once: ^^ Mademoiselle Ambos, 
your brother is pardoned." The words nmg in my ears, and 
I again flung myself at his feet, saying — and yet I scarce 
know what I said—'' Your imperial ijiajesty is a god upon 
earth ; do you indeed pardon my brother ? Your ministers 
would never let me approach you; and even yet I fear — 
He said, ''Fear nothing; you have my promise." He then 
raised me from the ground, and conducted me himself 
to the door. I tried to thank and bless him, but could not ; 
he held out his hand to me to kiss, and then bowed his head 
as I left the room. Achja! the emperor is a good man, but 
he does \xoi know how cruel his ministers are, and all the 
evil they do, and all the justice they refuse, in his name !' 

" I have given you this scene as nearly as possible in her own 
words. She not only related it, but almost acted it over 
again ; she imitated, alternately, her own and the^ emperor's 
voice and manner ; and such was the vivacity of her descrip- 
tion, that I seemed to hear and behold both, and was more 
profoundly moved than by any scenic representation I can 
remember. On her return, she received the congratulations 
of her benefactress, the Countess Elise. The countess advised 
her to keep both her audience and the emperor's piromise 
of her brother's pardon a profound secret. She was the 
more inclined to this, because, after the fixst burst of joyous 
emotion, her spirits sank. Recollecting the pains that had 
been taken to shut her from the emperor's presence, she 
feared some unforeseen obstacle, or even some knavery on the 
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part of the officers of goyemment. She described her fed- 
ings during the next few days as fearful: her agitation, her 
previous fatigues, and the terrible suspense, apparently threw 
her into a fever, or acted on her excited nerves so as to pro- 
duce a species of delirium ; though, of course, she would not 
admit this. After assuring me that she did not believe in 
ghosts, she went on to say that one night, about this time, 
she felt sure that she saw her brother, near midnight, in her 
room. Without doubt it was the nightmare, but to her it 
seemed a reality. She felt convinced, she said, at the time, 
that her brother was dead ; but on the following Monday, 
just five days after she had seen the emperor, a lackey in the 
imperial livery, came to her lodging, and put into her hands 
a packet, with the ' Emperor's compliments to Mademoiselle 
Ambos.' ^ It was the pardon of my brother, with the emperor's 
seal and signature : then I forgot everything but joy ! ' 

^' Those mean, official animals, who had before spumed 
her, now pressed upon her with offers of service ; and even 
the minister C. offered to expedite the pardon himself to 
Siberia, in order to save her trouble; but she would not suffer 
the precious paper out of her hands ; she determined to carry 
it herself, to be herself the bearer of glad tidings : she had 
resolved that none but herself should take off those fetters, 
the very description of which had entered her soul; so, 
having made her arrangements as quickly as possible, she set 
off for Moscow, where she arrived in three days. According 
to her description, the town in Siberia, to the governor of 
which she carried an official reconunendation, was nine thou- 
sand versts beyond Moscow ; and the fortress to which the 
wretched malefactors were exQed, was at a great distance 
beyond that. She told me that, after leaving Moscow, she 
traveled post seven days and seven nights, only sleeping in 
the carriage. She then reposed for two days, and then 
posted on for another seven days and nights, alone and wholly 
unprotected, except by her own innocence and energy, and a 
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few lines of recommendation that had been given to her at 
St. Petersburgh. The roads were everywhere excellent, the 
post-houses at regular distances, the traveling rapid; but 
often, for htmdreds of miles, there was no accommodation of 
any kind, scarce a human habitation. She even suffered 
from hunger, not being prepared to travel, for so many hours 
together, without meeting with any food she could touch 
without disgust. She described, with great truth and elo- 
quence, her own sensations, as she was whirled rapidly over 
those wide, silent, solitary, and apparently endless plains. 
* Sometimes,' said she, ^ my head seemed to turn; I could 
not believe that it was a waking reality ; I coxdd not believe 
that it was myself. Alone, in a strange land, so many 
himdred leagues from my own home, and driven along as if 
through the air, with a rapidity so different from anything I 
had been used to, that it almost took away my breath.' ^ Did 
you ever feel fear?' I asked. * Achja! when I waked some- 
times in the carriage, in the middle of the night, wondering 
at myself, and unable immediately to collect my thoughts. 
Never at any other time.' 

^^I asked her if she had ever met with insult? She said 
die had twice met with ^wicked men;' but she had felt no 
alarm, she knew how to protect herself; and, as she said this, 
her countenance assutned an expression which showed that 
it was not a mere boast. Altogether, she described her 
journey as being horrible in the highest degree, and, indeed, 
even the recollection of it made her shudder; but, at the 
time, there was the anticipation of unspeakable happiness, 
which made all fatigues light, and all dangers indifferent. 
At length, in the beginning of August, she arrived at the end 
of her journey, and was courteously received by the com- 
mandant of the fortress. She presented the pardon with a 
hand which trembled with impatience and joy too great to be 
restrained, almost to be borne. The officer looked very 
grave, and took, as she thought, a long time to read the paper, 
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'whicli consisted only of six or eight lines. At last he stam- 
mered out: ^I am sorry; but the Henri Ambos mentioned in 
this paper is dead ! ' Poor girl ! she fell to the earth. When 
she reached this part of her story, she burst into a fresh flood 
of tears, wrung her hands, and for some time could utter 
nothing but passionate exclamations of grief: ' What a horri- 
ble fate was mine ! I had come thus far to find — ^not my 
brother — only a grave!' she repeated several times, with an 
accent of despair. The unfortunate man had died a year 
before. The fetters in which he worked had caused an ulcer 
in his leg, which he neglected, and, after some weeks of 
horrid suffering, death released him. The task-work, for 
nearly five years, of this accomplished, and even learned 
man, in the prime of his life and mental powers, had been to 
break stones upon the road, chained hand and foot, and con- 
founded with the lowest malefactors. 

"I have not much more to tell. She found, on inquiry, 
that some papers and letters which her unhappy brother had 
drawn up by stealth, in the hope of being able at some time 
to convey them to his fnends, were in the possession of one 
of the officers, who readily gave them up to her; and with 
these she returned, half broken-hearted, to St. Petersburgh. 
If her former journey, when hope cheered her on the way, 
had been so fearful, what must have been her return ! I was 
not surprised to hear that, on her arrival, she was seized with 
a dangerous illness, and was for many weeks confined to her 
bed. Her story excited much commiseration, and a very 
general interest and curiosity was excited about herself. She 
told me that a great many persons of rank invited her to 
their houses, and made her rich presents, among which were 
the splendid shawls and the ring which had caught my atten- 
tion, and excited my surprise, in the first instance. The 
emperor expressed a wish to see her, and very graciously 
spoke a few words of condolence. * ' But they could not bring 
my brother back to life ! ' said she, expressively. 
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"The next morning we were to part. I was going down 
down the Rhine, and she was to proceed to Deuxponts, which 
she expected to reach in two days. As she had traveled from 
Berlin almost without rest, except the night we had spent at 
Frankfort, she appeared to me ready to sink with fatigue ; 
but she would not bid me farewell that night, although I told 
her I should be obliged to set off at six the next morning ; 
but, kissing my hand with many expressions of gratitude, 
she said she would be awake, and visit me in my room to bid 
me a last adieu. As there was only a very narrow passage 
between the two rooms, she left her door a little open that 
she might hear me rise. However, on the following morning 
she did not appear. When dressed, I went on tiptoe into her 
room, and foimd her lying in a deep, calm sleep, her arm 
over her head. I looked at her for some minutes, and 
thought I had never seen a finer creature. I then turned 
with a whispered blessing and adieu, and went on my way.*^ 

Woman, Heroism of a Roman. — In the early part of the 
history of Rome, the inhabitants of that city, having con- 
cluded a peace with Porsenna, king of Etruria, in order to 
render their treaty more lasting, sent their daughters to that 
monarch as hostages. Upon their arrival at the camp of the 
Etrurians, one of these virgins, named Gloelia, considering 
that their chastity was not secure among so many warriors, 
exhorted her companions to deliver themselves from this just 
apprehension, telling them that it would be better to expose 
their lives than their honor. Having succeeded in bringing 
her companions to entertain the same opinion, they unani- 
mously adopted the couragebus resolution of escaping from 
their enemies by swimming across the Tiber to Rome. This 
extraordinary feat they actually performed in safety, and, 
under the guidance of Gloelia, arrived at their native city ; 
but, althou^ their parents could not fail to applaud their 
adventurous enterprise, they would not thus suffer the public 
fSuth to be violaied, and, witti true Roman severity, they sent 
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iham back to the king, that he might punish them if he 
thought proper. 

Brought into the presence of Porsenna, the monarch 
inquired who first proposed so dangerous an enterprise? The 
Roman virgins, imagining that this question was put with a 
view of punishing the author of the project, remained silent; 
but .thej were spared the pain of betraying their leader by 
the candid avowal of Clcelia, who informed Porsenna that 
she alone 'was the author of the offense; and that, in conse- 
quence, no one but herself deserved punishment. Porsenna 
was so charmed with this frank acknowledgment, that he 
could not refrain from bestowing on the courage of the 
captive maiden the admiration it so justly merited; he 
immediately granted her her own liberty, and that of her 
companions, presenting her, at the same time, with a noble 
horse, which was the recompense of a brave man who had 
signalized himself in battle; as much as to say, that her 
action equaled that of the most brave. He also permitted 
CloeUa to choose, among the other hostages, those whom she 
would most like to set at liberty : she immediately selected 
all the young children, as she considered their situation most 
exposed to fatigue and danger. 

Accompanied by the Boman virgins and the children whose 
freedom she had obtained, Gloelia returned to Bome with all 
the magnificence of a triumph, where she was received with 
joy equal to her own by its citizens, who were justly proud 
of their alliance with so illustrious a female. A statue on 
horseback was afterward erected in a public market-place, to 
ooDunemorate the virtue and boldness of Gloelia, and the 
generosity of Porsenna. 

Woman, among the Heathen. — ^A female chief of the 
South Sea islands, learned to read after she was sixty years 
of age. " That portion of Scripture which we had then trans- 
lated," says the missionary, ^^was her constant companion* 
Bvery morning, at six o'clock, she was to be seen in the 
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school-lioiisey instnictiBg her own sex ; she then came, and 
asked the missionaries questions on verses of Scripture which 
she had selected. When she had got the information which 
she desiredy she would go home, and place the Scriptures by 
her side, while making her native cloth or her mats. She 
became a member of the church, and adorned the doctrine 
of God her Saviour in all things. When in the prospect of 
death, she sent for me : I found her lying on a mat, with the 
New Testament by her side; and she addressed me thus: 
^ Come, and tell me what I must do ; I am about to die.' I 
said, ^ What troubles you ? ' She replied, ' My sins ; I am 
about to die.' I said, ^ What sins do you allude to ? I have 
known you a long time, and I know of no special sin, to pro- 
duce this painful anxiety in your mind.' She still said, 
^Oh, my sins! my sins! I am about to die: I shall meet all 
those children whom I have destroyed, at the judgment seat 
of Christ.' I inquired how many children she had destroyed. 
She said, 'Sixteen;' for infanticide had prevailed in that 
island to an awful extent. 'Oh! what must I do?' I 
began to reason with her, and said it was done in ignorance; 
and dwelt upon that passage, ' The 'times of this ignorance 
God winked at ; ' but she still kept exclaiming, ' My children ! 
my children ! ' and the agony of her mind seemed to increase. 
I took up the New Testament, and read the text, 'Jesus 
Christ came into the world to save sinners;' not excepting 
even the chief; and, while she continued exclaiming, 'Oh, 
my children ! my children ! ' I was employed in pointing her 
to the blood of Christ, which spoke better things than the 
blood of her murdered children. She, at length, became 
more tranquil ; and in a few days she died, full of hope that 
her sins, though many, were forgiven." 

Woman, the Applictbd, and the Ijttlb Bot. — ^A litfle boy 
had often amused himself by looking over the pictures of a 
large Bible; and his mother one day said to him, "John, do 
you know the use of the Bible?" He said, "No, mother. 
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>^Theny John, be. sure you ask your father," was the advice 
she gave him. Soon afterward, John ran up to him, and 
said, '^ I should like to know, &ther, what is the use of the 
Bible?" His father said, "I will tell you another time, 
John." The boy appeared disappointed, and walked away. 

A few days after, the father took his son to a house where 
was a woman yei^ ill in bed, and began to talk to her ; she 
said that she had suffered a great deal of pain, but hoped 
that she was resigned to the will of God. " Do you think," 
said the father, '' that Qod does right to permit you to feel so 
much pain?" "Oh yes," answered the woman; "for God is 
my heavenly Father, who loves me ; and I am sure that He, 
who loves me so much, would not permit me to suffer as I 
do, if it were not for my good." He then said, " How is it 
that you find your sufferings do you good?" She replied, 
" My sufferings are good for my soul ; they make me more 
humble, more patient ; they make me feel the value of the 
Saviour more, and to pray more, and I am sure all this is 
good for me." John had been very attentive to this conver- 
sation, and the tears stood in his eyes while the afflicted 
woman was talking. His father looked at him, and then said 
to the woman, " My good woman, can you tell me what is the 
use of the Bible ? " John was extremely eager to hear her 
answer. The woman, with a stronger voice than before, said, 
" Oh sir, the Bible hcLS been my comfort in my affliction.^* 
" There, my son," said his father, " now you know one use 
of the Bible : it can give us comfort when most we need it." 

Woman, the, ^nd the Traveler. — ^About the year 1797, 
Mr. M. was traveling in Vermont, when he perceived the 
heavens to be gathering blackness; the sound of distant 
thunder was heard ; and a heavy shower of rain was seen to 
be fast approaching. The traveler was then in a forest; no 
place of shelter appeared, and he hastened on until he arrived 
at a small cottage on the extreme border of the woods. The 
rain just then began to rush down with great violence. He 
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sprang from his horse, pulled off his saddle, atd without 
ceremony went into the house. Surprised to see no familj 
but a female with an infant child, he began to apologize for 
his sudden appearance, and hoped she would not be alarmed, 
but permit him to tarry till the rain had abated. She replied, 
that she was glad he had happened to come in, for she Vas 
always much terrified by thunder. " But why, madam," 
asked he, '^ should you be afraid of thunder? It is the voice 
of God, and will do no harm to those who love him and com- 
xnit themselves to his care." 

After conversing with her for a while on this topic, he 
inquired if she had any neighbors who were religious. She 
told him she had neighbors about two miles off, but whether 
they were religious or not she did not know; only she had 
heard that some man was in the habit of coming there to 
preach once a fortnight. Her husband went once, but she 
had never been to their meetings. In regard to everything 
of a religious kind, she appeared to b§ profoundly ignorant. 

The rain had now passed over, and the face of nature 
smiled. The pious traveler, about to depart, expressed to 
the woman his thanks for her hospitality, and his earnest 
desire for the salvation of her soul. He earnestly besought 
her to read hei^ Bible daily, and to give good heed to it, as to 
" a light shining in a dark place." She, with tears in her 
eyes, confessed that she had no Bible. Tliey had never been 
able to buy one. "Could you read one, if you had it?" 
"Yes, sir, and would be glad to do so." "Poor woman," 
said he, " I do heartily pity you ; farewell." 

He was preparing to pursue his journey. But he reflected : 
" This woman is in very great need of a Bible. Oh that I 
had one to give htr! But I have not. As for money to buy 
one, I have none to spare; I have no more than will be abso* 
lutely necessary for my expenses home. I must go: but if I 
leave this woman without the means to procure the word of 
Ood, die may perish for lack of knowledge. What shall I 
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do?" He -recollected the Scriptures, "He that hath pity on 
the poor, lendeth to the Lord/' " Cast thy bread upon the 
waters, for thou shalt find it after many days." His heart 
responded, " I will trust the Lord." He took a dollar from 
his purse, went back, and desired the woman to take it, and 
as j9oon as possible procure for herself a Bible. She promised 
to do so, saying, that she knew where one could be obtained. 
He again took his leave, and set off. As there were then 
but few tayems on the road, he asked for a lodging at a 
private house, near which he found himself when night over- 
took him. He had yet a few pieces of change in his pocket; 
but as a journey of two more days was before him, he 
purposed to make his supper on a cold morsel which he had 
with him. But when the family came round their table to 
take their evening repast, the master of the house very 
urgently invited the stranger to join with them, and not only 
so, but to crave God's blessing on their meal. He now began 
to feel himself among friends, and at liberty to speak freely 
on divine things. The family appeared gratified in listening 
to his discourse till a late hour: it was a season of refreshing 
to their thirsty souls. In the morning, the traveler was 
urged to tarry till breakfast, but declined, the distance he 
had to travel requiring him to set off early. His host would 
take no compensation, and he departed, giving him many 
thanks. He traveled on till late in the morning, when, find- 
ing no public house, he stopped again at a private one for 
refreshment. While waiting, he lost no time to recommend 
Christ and him crucified to the family. When ready to 
depart, he offered to pay the mistress of the house, who had 
waited upon him very kindly, for his repast, and the oats for 
his horse ; but she would receive nothing, ^us he went on, 
asking for refreshment as often as he needed it, and recom* 
mending religion wherever he called; and always offering, as 
another traveler would do, to pay his expenses; but no one 
would accept his money, although it was not known that his 



482 ANECDOTES FOB THE FAMILY. 

stock was 80 low, for he told them not, and his appearance 
was respectable : at home he was a man of wealth. ^' What," 
thought he, '' does this mean? I was never treated in this 
manner on a journey before." The dollar given to the desti- 
tute woman recurred to his mind ; and conscience replied, 
"I have been well paid. It is, indeed, safe lending to the 
Lord." On the second day after he left the cottage in the 
wilderness he arrived safely at home ; and still had money 
for the poor, having been at no cost whatever. 

About a year and a half after this, a stranger called at the 
house of Mr. M. for some refreshment. In the course of 
conversation, he observed that he lived on the other side of 
the mountain, near Connecticut river. Mr. M. inquired about 
some gentlemen there with whom he was acquainted, and 
was pleased to find that the stranger knew them well. He 
then asked him whether the people in that vicinity paid much 
attention to religion. The traveler replied, " Not much ; but 
in a town twenty or thirty miles beyond the river, with which 
I am acquainted, there has been a powerful revival. The 
commencement of it was very extraordinary. The first 
person that was awakened and brought to repentance, was a 
poor woman, who lived in a very retired place. She told her 
friends and neighbors that a stranger was driven into her 
house by a thimder-storm, and talked to her so seriously, that 
she began, while listening to his discourse, to feel concerned 
about her soul. The gentleman was much affected when he 
found that she had no Bible ; and, after he had left the house 
to go on his journey, returned again, and gave her a dollar 
to buy one ; and charged her to get it soon, and read it dili- 
gently. She did so; and it had been the means, as she 
believed, of bringing her from darkness into light ; from a 
state of stupiditf and sin, to delight in the truth and waya of 
God. The name of this pious man, or the place of his 
residence, she knew not. But she believed it was the Lord 
that sent him. At this relation, and the great change which 



ANE0D0TB8 FOB THE FAKILT. 



488 



was obvious in the woman, her neighbors wondered much. 
They were induced to meditate on the goodness, wisdom and 
power of Qod, displayed in this singular event of his provi- 
dence. They were led to think of the importance of attend- 
ing more to the Bible themselves; and were finally awakened 
to a deep concern for the salvation of their souls. As many 
as thirty or forty are already hopefully ^converted, and 
rejoicing in God their Saviour." Mr. M., who had listened 
to this relation with a heart swelling, more and more with 
wonder, gratitude and joy, could refrain no longer; but, 
with hands and eyes upraised to heaven, he exclaimed, "My 
God, thou hast paid me again ! " 

Woman, the Influence of, as a Motheb. — ^A gentleman 

giving an account of a revival in , in Wisconsin, says : 

"An infidel of talent and respectability, under the power of 
truth, as applied by the Holy Spirit, fell down upon his knees, 
and cried out in an agony of earnestness, ^ God of my mother, 
have mercy on me.' " That mother, says the account, is a 
devoted Christian in a distant state. " God of my mother ! " 
How much is revealed in that single exclamation! How 
conclusively it proves, that this man had a mother whose 
Christian faithfulness had left on his soul an impression too 
deep to be obliterated by time or sin ! Let every pious mother 
be encouraged to be faithful, and trust that her efforts to 
point her children to Christ, will not be in vain! 

Woman. — ^'^ Woman," says a popular writer, "is at the 
heart of man, from birth to manhood; and in it, fix>m man- 
hood to the grave." 

Woman, the Handsome, and the Good. — ^It was a pertinent 
and forcible saying of the emperor Napoleon, that " a hand- 
some woman pleases the eye, but a good wonfan pleases the 
heart. The one is a jewel, and the other a treasure." 

Women, and their Childbbn. — ^^ "^^ fature destiny of the 

child," says Bonaparte, " is always the work of the mothw." 

28 
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Women, theib Influence. — ^'^One reason," says John 
Newton," why women are forbidden to preach the gospel, is, 
that they would persuade without argument, and reprove 
without giving offense." 

Word, a Single One. — ^* Sire, one word," said a soldier 
one day to Frederick the Great, when presenting to him a 
request for a brevet of lieutenant. "If you say two, 
answered the prince, " I will have you hanged." " Sign, 
replied the soldier. The monarch, surprised at his presence 
of mind, immediately granted his request. 

Word op Gk)D, why beueved by the Heathen. — ^A British 
frigate having visited the South Sea islands, arrived about 
the time of the annual missionary meeting, which was 
attended by the officers and most of the crew. After the 
sermon in the morning, the public meeting took place. A 
native took the chair ; several native speakers addressed the 
meeting with peculiar effect : everything proceeded with the 
greatest order; and the speeches were interpreted to those 
gentlemen who favored the meeting with their presence. 
Soine of them, however, who were not quite so fitvorable as 
could be wished, said that the natives were mere parrots, and 
only repeated what the missionaries had taught them; others 
said that this was impossible. At length, the chaplain and 
some of the officers came to one of the missionaries, and said, 
" We have had a warm dispute, and you must give the casting 
vote ; for some of us say, that the natives are mere parrots, 
and can give no reason for what Ihey say or do." He said, 
" Gentlemen, you will excuse my giving any opinion upon the 
subject ; but, if you will visit me this afternoon, I will collect 
ten or twelve natives, and you shall ask them any questions, 
on any subjett which you choose, and I will simply act as an 
interpreter." The natives m^t, to the number of fifteen; and 
the missionary did not give them to understand the purpose 
for which they were assembled ; he only said, " These gentie- 
men have some questions to ask you." 
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The question was then asked, ^* Do yon beliere the Bible to 
be the worcl of God?" They were startled; they had never 
entertained a single doubt on the subject; but, after a 
moment's pause, one answered, ^^Most certainly we do; 
undoubtedly we do." It was asked, " Why do you believe 
it? Can you give any reason for believing the Bible to be 
the word of God ? " He replied, " Why, look at the power 
with which it has been attended, in the utter overthrow of 
all that we have been addicted to firom time immemorial. 
What' else could have demolished that system of idolatry 
which had so long prevailed among us ? No human argu- 
ments could have induced us to abandon that false system." 

The same question being put to another, he replied, ^^I 
believe the Bible to be the word of God, on account of the 
pure system of religion which it contains. We had a system 
of religion before ; but look how dark and black a system 
that was, compared with the bright system of salvation 
revealed in the word of God! Here we learn that we are 
sinners, and that Grod gave Jesus Christ to die for us ; and, 
by that goodness, salvation is given to us. Now what but 
the wisdom of God could have produced such a system as 
this presented to us in the word of God? And this doctrine 
leads to purity." 

There was a third reply to this question, and it was rather 
a singular one; but it was a native idea. ^^ When I look at 
myself, I find I have got hinges all over my body. I have 
hinges to my legs, hinges to my jaws, hinges to my feet. If 
I want to take hold of anything, there are hinges to my 
Hands to do it with. If my heart thinks, and I want to speak, 
I have got hinges to my jaws. If I want to walk, I have 
hinges to my feet. Now here," continued he, " is wisdom, in 
adapting my body to the various functions which it has to 
discharge. And I find that the wisdom which made the 
Bible, exactly fits with this wisdom which has made my body; 
consequently I believe the Bible to be the word of God." 
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Work, Indispensable to Sugcebs. — ^Richard Burke being 
found in reverie shorUj after an extraordinary display of 
powers in parliament hj his brother Edmund Burke, and 
questioned bj a friend as to the cause, replied, ^^I have been 
wondering how Ned has contrived to monopolize all the 
talents of the family; but then ag%in, I remember, when we 
were at play he was always at work^ The force of this 
anecdote is increased by the fact, that Richard Burke was 
considered not inferior, in natural talents, to his brother. 
Yet the one rose to greatness, while the other died compara- 
tively obscure. Don't trust to your genius, young men, if 
you would rise, but work ! work ! 

WoBK, OF Gk)D, IN HIS Pbovidence. — In all his dispensations, 
Ood is at work for our good. In prosperity, he tries our 
gratitude; in mediocrity, our contentment; in misfortune, 
our submission; in seasons of darkness, our fietith; under 
temptation, our steadfastness; and at all times, our obedience 
and trust in him. 

Works of Gob, Proof of ms Existence. — ^A poor Arabian 
of the desert, was one day asked how he came to be assured 
there was a Gk>d. ^^ In the same way," he replied, '' that I 
am able to tell, by the print impressed on the sand, whether 
it was a man or beast that passed that way." 

Works of God, Proof of ms Existence. — Galileo, the 
most profound philosopher of his age, when interrogated by 
the inquisition as to his belief of a supreme being, replied, 
pointing to a straw on the floor of his dungeon, that from the 
structure of that object alone, he would infer with certainty 
the existence of an intelligent Creator. 

World, but One Journey through the. — ^An upright man, 
who, when disposing of the produce of his farm, made it an 
invariable rule to give better measure than was required of 
Ima, was asked by a friend why he did so, as it would not be 
to his advantage. He replied, " God has permitted me but 
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one joumej through the world, and when gone I can not 
return to rectify mistakes." 

World, Contempt of the. — ^^ There are many," says Colton, 
^^ that despise half the world ; but if there be any that despise 
the whole of it, it is because the other half despises them." 

World, the.—" This world," says Sir Walter Scott, " is a 
dream within a- dream; and as we .grow older, each step is an 
awakening. The youth awakes, as he thinks, &dm childhood ; 
the full-grown man despises the pursuits of youth as virion- 
ary ; and the old man looks on manhood as a feverish dream! 
Death the last sleep ? No ! it is the last and final awakening ! " 

World, the. — ^" The world," says Dickens, " is a conven- 
tional phrase, which being interpreted, signifieth all the 
rascality in it." 

World, the Christian in the. — ^'^A Christian in the 
world," says John Newton," is like a man transacting his 
affairs in the rain. He will not suddenly leave his business 
because it rains, but the moment that business is done, he is 
off: as is said in the Acts of the Aposties, ' Being let go, they 
went to their own company.' " 

World, the Man op the, and the Christian. — Bulwer, a 
man of genius, and greatiy admired by some, said in a letter 
to a gentieman in Boston, in 1848, ^^ I have closed my career 
as a writer of fiction. I am gloomy and unhappy. I have 
exhausted the powers of life chasing pleasure where it is not 
to be found." How much better if Bulwer had discovered 
his mistake at an earlier period ! Had he employed his gifted 
mind in strengthening the cords of virtue, in repressing 
unholy passions instead of fanning them, how different would 
have been his review of life ! 

^' I am gloomy and unhappy ! " Richard Baxter said no 
such thing at the close of his useful life. He had written 
much, but he had not '^ chased pleasure where it is not to be 
found." John Bunyan made no such record at the close of 
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his life ; nor did Owen, or Edwards, or Brainerd, or Wed^, 
or Fuller, or Scott, or Payson. Men will reap as fhej sow, 
in spite of all their hopes and efforts to the contrary. 

WOBLD, THB, THE FUSH, AND THB DeYIL. — ^In One of the 

I^utiful allegories of Quevido, Death is introduced, pointing 
out to the poet three grim-looking specters, armed, and of 
human shape, and so exactly like each other that it is impos- 
sible to distinguish which is which. ^^ Knowest thou these 
beings ? " says Death. " No," replied the poet. " They are 
the capital enemies of thy soul — ^the worlds ihe flesh, and the 
^devil; and so much do they resemble each other, that he 
who has ona, in effect has all. The avaricious man clasps 
the world to his heart, and behold Satan is in his arms! The 
sensualist embraces the flesh, and lo! he has grasped the 
devil!" 

WoBLD, THB Vanity of rra Greatness. — ^Vitellius, the 
Roman emperor, was so luxurious, that at one supper he had 
on his table two thousand fishes of different kinds, and seven 
thousand fowls, and other things in proportion ; and yet, in a 
little while, he was dragged through the streets of Rome, 
with a halter about his neck, and ignominiously put to death. 
Diocletian found a crown so disagreeable, that he resigned it, 
and retired to private life ; feeling, probably, what another 
expressed, when he said, from his own bitter experience, 
^^4;hat, if any man knew what cares and dangers were wrapt 
up in a crown, he would not stoop to take it up, if it lay in 
the street before him." Adrian YI., had put on his monu- 
ment, the inscription: "Here lies Adrian the Sixth, who 
was never so unhappy in any period of his life, as when he 
was a prince." 

World, Vanity of thb. — ^When the celebrated William 
Wirt was a young man, and in the full tide of thoughtless 
and giddy enjoyment, he once said, " that he thought Solo- 
mon must have been soured and disappointed, when he wrote^ 
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^ Yanitf of yanitiaS) all is yanity.' '' But when Wirt himself 
had exhausted all the pleasures that the world afforded him, 
then in the reyiew of life and from his own experience, with 
Solomon, from the heart, he exclaimed, '' Vanity of yanities, 
all is yanity!" 

WoBLDS, THE Thbee. Hell, is Ood's justice ; heayen, is his 
loye; earib, is his long-suffering. 

World, This and the Next. — ^The Earl of A. felt great 
pleasure and some pride in leading his yisitors oyer his exten- 
siye park, and pointing out its beauties. One gentleman, 
fatigued with yiewing the arbor, walks, orchards, riyulets, 
waterfalls, &c., sat down in one of the pleasure houses along 
with his lordship, to whom he said, " Well, my lord, all tliis 
and heayen woidd be noble; but this and hell woidd be 
terrible!" 

WpRLD, This, not the Land of the LiyiNO. — Said one to 
an aged friend, ^^ I had a letter from a distant correspondent, 
who inquired if you were in the land of the liying." " No," 
replied the yenerable man, '^but I am going there. This 
world is alone the world of shadow, and the eternal is the 
only one of liying realities." 

World, Vanttt of the. — ^Afler Saladin the Great had 
subdued Egypt, passed the Euphrates, and conquered cities 
without number; after he had retaken Jerusalem, and per- 
formed extraordinary exploits in the wars which superstition 
had stirred up for the recoyery of the Holy Land, he finished 
his life in the performance of an action which conyeys much 
instruction. Just before he uttered his last sigh, he called 
the herald, who had carried his banner before him in all his 
batties, and commanded him to fasten to the top of a lance 
the shroud in which the dying prince was soon to be buried. 
"Go," said he, "carry the lance, unfurl the banner; and, 
while you lift up this standard, proclaim, ^ This, this is all 
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that remains of Saladin the Great, the conqueror and king 
of the empire/ " 

WoBLDUNBBS, THE Danoeb OF. — ^^ Sometimes," says Cecil, in 
his valuable "Remains," "we have a painful part to act with 
sincere Christians who have been carried too much into the 
world. I was called in to visit such a man. ^I find no 
comfort,' he said ; ^ Ood rails his face from me. Everything 
around me is dark and uncertain/ I did not dare to act the 
flatterer: I said: 'Let us look faithfully into the state of 
things. I should have been surprised if you had not felt 
thus. I believe you to be sincere ; your state of feeling 
evinces your sincerity. Had I found you exulting in Ood, I 
should have concluded that you were either deceived or a 
deceiver ; for, while God acts in his usual order, how could 
you expect to feel otherwise on the approach of death than 
you do feel? You have driven hard after the world; your 
spirit has been absorbed in its cares ; your sentiments, your 
conversation, have been in the spirit of the world. And have 
you any reason to expect the repose of conscience and the 
clear evidence that await the man who has walked and lived 
in close friendship with Go^ ? You know that what I say is 
true.' His wife interrupted me, by assuring me that he had 
been an excellent man. 'Silence!' said the dying penitent, 
'it is aU true.'" 

Worship of God, and Ftoeuty in Duty. — ^^ On board the 
flag-ship of a celebrated conmiander," says an American 
writer, "a complaint was made by the captain against a 
number of the crew, if I recollect right, nearly two hundred, 
for distur'bing the ship's company by frequent noises. The 
admiral ordered an inquiry to be made, and appointed a day' 
for a hearing. The accusation was, that these men were 
Methodists, and that when their watch was below, they were 
in the constant habit of reading the Bible to each other 
aloud, and frequently joining in social prayer, and singing of 
psalms and hymns. After the statement had been made and 
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proved, the admiral asked, ^ What is the general conduct of 
these men on deck — orderly or disobedient, cleanly or the 
contrary ? ' * Always orderly, obedient and cleanly,' was the 
reply. *When the watch is called, do they linger, or are 
they ready?* * Always ready at the first call/ ^You have 
seen these men in battle, sir; do they stand to their guns, or 
shrink?' ^They are the most intrepid men in the ship, my 
lord, and will die at their post.' ^ Let them alone then,' was 
the decisive answer of this magnanimous commander; ^if 
Methodists are such men, I wish that all my crew were 
Methodists.'" Ever should it be the study of Christians to 
discharge their duties in a manner superior to others, that 
thus they may recommend their religion. It was well 
remarked by an excellent minister, that if a Christian be but 
a shoe-black, he ought to be the best in fte parish. 

WOESmP, TO BE PAID DIRECTLY AND ONLY TO GOD. — ^A Prot- 

estant, who rented a farm from the Duke of Cordon, having 
failed in some payment, the steward, in the absence of the 
duke, seized all his stock and sold it. The duke soon coining 
home, the tenant went to him to supplicate for indulgence. 
" What is the matter, Donald ? " said the duke. Donald told 
his sorrowful story in so earnest and touching a manner, that 
the duke at once forgave him the debt. In going out, Donald's 
attention was attracted by the pictures and images he saw in 
the hall, and in his homely way he expressed his desire to 
know what they were. "These," said the duke, who was a 
Roman Catholic, "are the saints who intercede for me." 
" My lord," said Donald, " would it not be better to apply 
directly to God? I went to your steward, and then to your 
son, and begged forbearance, but it was all in vain ; and if I 
had not come directly to yourself, all my property would have 
been taken firom me, and I and my family left without a home 
or shelter. In the same way, will you not be most likely to 
have your prayers answered, if you go with them directly to 
God himself?" 
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WoBTH THE Only Test of the Man. — Bums the poety wkea 
he was at the hight of his reputation, one morning, meeting a 
piwi country fanner, shook him warmly by the hand, and 
stopped some time to conyerse with him. A literary dandy 
of Edinburgh who witnessed the occurrence, afterward took 
the poet to task for thus demeaning himself. ^' Why, you 
fantastic gomeril," said Bums, ^4t was not the great coat, 
and the old bonnet, and the rough dress, that I spoke to, but 
the man that was in them; and that man, sir, for true worth, 
would weigh down you and me, and ten more such, any 
day!" 

Wbitebs. — ^Tliat writer does the most, who gives his readers 
the most knowledge, and takes from them the least time. 

Wbttebs of Fiction, often Insensible to Real Mibebt. — 
It is sometimes claimed, that noYcls and works of fiction 
cultivate the finer sensibilities, and awaken the active sympa- 
thies of the heart. But who can cite a case of any novel- 
reader ever being made more considerate to the wants of the 
poor, by all the fiction that may have been read? Whose 
purse is open to real want by the false pictures and puffing 
sentimentalities of Dickens and Sue? It is conscience or 
love that unlocks the grasp of avarice, not the fancy or the 
imagination. We have always suspected the writers of this 
class of playing a false game, for true charity has no fellow- 
ship with debauchery ; and the man who can fan to a con- 
suming flame the baser passions, can not on the same pages 
kindle the fires of benevolence and self-denial. The following 
paragraph, from the Paris correspondent of a Boston paper, 
unmasks one of these pseudo-philanthropists completely. 
Will the philanthropy of his readers rise higher than that of 
the author? 

^^ Not many months since, Sue used to visit, almost daily^ 

one of the most fcishionable ladies in Paris, Madame de , 

and hold forth in her richly furnished boudoir on the condi- 
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tion of the poor. ^ Do jou ever relieve their distress ? ' asked 

Madame de , at the end of one of these harangues. ^ To 

a trifling extent/ answered Sue; ^but though my gifts are 
small, they are always cheerfully bestowed. I give one-fourth 
of my income in alms ! ' That afternoon, as he left the Cafe 
de PariSj where he had been eating a costly dinner, an 
apparently old woman, clad in rags, prayed for charity. ^ Gk> 
away,' was the stem reply. ^But I am starving; give me a 
single C9pper to purchase bread with! ' ^I will give you in 
charge of a police officer, if you thus annoy me.' * You will ! ' 
said the beggar; ^and yet, Monsieur Eugene Sue, you are the 
man who writes about the misery of the poor; you are the 
working-man's champion ; you are' — * Who are you ? ' ex- 
claimed Sue. ^ Madame de ,' was the answer I and 

the distinguished lady stepped into her carriage which was in 
waiting, leaving the novelist to his reflections." 

WnrnNO, Bbevity m. — ^^ Brevity is, in writing," says Sid- 
ney Smith, " what charity is to the other virtues ; righteous- 
ness is worth nothing without the one, nor authorship without 
the other." 

Wbttino, how to find Timb FOB. — Philip of Macedon, 
having invited Dionysius the younger to dine with him, 
attempted to deride the father of his royal guest because he 
had blended the characters of prince and poet, and had 
employed his leisure in writing odes and tr^edies. ^^ When 
could the king," said Philip, ^^ possibly find time to write 
such trifles?" "In those hours," said Dionysius, "which 
you and I spend in drunkenness and debauchery." What a 
lesson to all on the improvement of time ! 
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L ANTIPPE AND SOCEATES.— 
I Xantjppe, the wife of Socrates, vae 
I 80 remarkable for her ill-humor and 
I peeTishness, as to become proTerbial. 
I She continuaUf tormented her huB- 
I band bj her ill-temper and studied 
I unkindnesB ; and one day, not eat- 
i(;il with bitter inrectiveB, after scolding bim 
iutisl/ for a time, she ended by omptTing a 
vessel of dirty water upon his bead. Instead of becoming 
angry, and repaying her in her own manner, the philosopher 
merely looked up, and very coolly remarked, "I thought, 
after BO much thunder, we should be apt to get rain ! " 

Xanuppb, a Modebn One outwiited. — ^A singular scene 
was lately witnessed at Lymington, in England ; that of & 
dead man in his coSSn, instead of being buried in the grave- 
yard, thrown from the cliOs into the sea ! On inquiring as to 
the reason of so strange an occurrence, the explanation was 
given, that the deceased and his wife had always quarreled 
while living, and that she had often threatened, in case she 
outlived him, to dance over his grave ! And to prevent her 
from executing the threat, as it seems she was resolved to do, 
the husband, by a clause in his will, had expressly com- 
manded that his body, with heavy weights attached, should 
be thrown into the sea, which was accordingly done. 

Xavieb, the Example of. — As IVanois Xavier, the misrion- 
ary, was once preaching in J^>an, some of his hearers made 
sport of him ; and one, more wanton than the rest, pretending 
to whisper a private message in his ear, deliberately spit in 
his face, hoping by so pubUc an insult to excite Mm to anger, 
and thus injure bis infiuence with the people. Xavier, how- 
ever, without speaking a word, very calmly took out his 
handkerchief, wiped bis face, and continued his discourse as 
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though nothing unpleasant had occurred. The scorn of his 
audience was at once turned to admiration; and the most 
learned priest of the city, who happened to be present, at 
once said to himself, that a reli^on which taught such virtue, 
and gave such heroic self-control, must be from Grod, and 
soon after desired to be baptized as a Christian ; as, also, did 
many others. So effectually did the meekness of the mis- 
sionary promote the success of his work! 

Xebxes, and the Hellespont. — ^When the force of the 
current had carried away the bridge which Xerxes had caused 
to be thrown over the Hellespont, he was so enraged, that he 
not only ordered the heads of the workmen to be struck off, 
but, like a madman, inflicted lashes on the sea to punish it 
for its insolence ; and, as though this were not enough, he 
affected to hold it under his control, by throwing fetters into 
it, as if to chain it to obedience for the future. A striking 
proof, adds the historian, how much the possession of despotic 
power, tends not only to corrupt the heart, but to weaken 
and blind the imderstanding. 

XiMENES AND Adbian. — ^Adrian, the coadjutor of Ximenes 
in the government of Castile, was much disturbed at the libels 
which were published against them. Ximenes, however, was 
perfectly easy. " If," said he, " we take the liberty to act, 
others will take the liberty to talk and write; when they 
charge us falsely, we may laugh; when truly, we must 
amend." 
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EAB, PRESENTS FOB T^ NEW. 
i Some oae speaking of new-year'B 
. presente, says, "The best thing to 
fc give to your enemy is, fo^TeoesB; 
^ to yonr opponent, tolerance ; to a 
I friend, your heart; to your children, 
' a good example ; to your fattier, def- 
■ ercDce; to your mother, love; to yourself) 
''respect; to all men, charity ; to God, obedimioe. 
Youth, an BriL bdeelt eemkdibd. — Jeremy Taylor, vhen 
a boy, was very remarkable for his talents and knowledge. 
He was educated in the tree school at Cambridge, bis native 
town ; and fit thirteen years of age he entered Cuus college, 
of which he was soon chosen fellow. At a very early period, 
he began to preach, and aGforded great pleasure to the then 
Archbishop of Canterbury; who, however, declined to ordain 
him on account of his estrone youth. " But the youth," 
says one of bis bic^raphers, "humbly begged his grace to 
pardon that fault, and promised, if he lived, he would mend 
it." The archbishop encouraged him to pursue his studies; 
aad the eminence to which he attained is well known. 

YoDTH, DisciPLiNB NEQLECFED IN. — Some years ago, a gen- 
tleman in one of our southern states had a wild, reckless son. 
He had long passed the age when the rod is deemed necessary, 
to insure obedience ; but one day, after some great offense, 
the father resolved to whip him. The youth submitted, bat 
aiter receiving the chastisement, quietly turned to Ae i^rent, 
and pointing to a small tree near the door, said, "Father, I 
wish you would bend that tree for me." Surprised, the 
fether answered, " Why, what do you mean ? " " Can yt«i 
doit?" "No, of courae not." "You could have done it 
once, fuid so it is with me : there has been a time when yoa 
could have bent me to your will ; it is too late now." 
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Youth, Ezcebseb of. — ^'^The excesses of our youth," sajs 
Colton, '^are drafts upon our old age, payable, with interest, 
about thirty years after date." 

Youth, Good Advice to. — ^When Sir'William Jones was 
quite a child, he was very inquisitive. His mother was a 
woman of great intelligence, and he would often apply to her 
for the information he desired on any point of interest that 
occurred to him. But instead of answering him, her general 
reply was, ^^JSeod, cmi you will knowJ*^ This gave him that 
fondness,, or rather passion for books, which was one of the 
principal means of making him the distinguished man that he 
afl;erward became. 

. Youth, Neglect in. — ^Walter Scott, in a narrative of his 
personal history, gives the following caution to youth : ^^ If it 
should ever fall to the lot of youth to peruse these pages, let 
such readers remember that it is with the deepest regret that 
I recollect in my manhood the opportunities of learning which 
I neglected in my youth; that through every part of my 
literary career I have, felt pinched and hampered by my own 
ignorance ; and I would this moment give half the reputation 
I have had the good fortune to acquire, if by doing so I could 
rest the remaining part upon a sound foundation of learning 
and science." 

Youth, Review of. — ^'^The retrospect on youth," says 
another, *^ is too often like visiting the grave of a friend whom 
we had injured, and are precluded by his death from the 
possibility of making an atonement." 

Youth, Selfkhnebs in. — ^^ He who cares only for himself 
in youth," says another, ^^ will be a very niggard in manhood, 
and a wretched miser in old age." 
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EAL. — "We should always be in 
earnest," says another, "in every 
good work, because our life is short, 
and our work is great. 'Therefore, 
whatsoever thy baud fiudeth to do, 
do it with thy might."* 

,1,, OP BuNTAN. — ^Bimyau, with iiresistibte 
ma\, preached throughout the country, espe- 
dally in Bedfordshire and its neigbhorhood ; until, on the 
restoration of Charles n., he was thrown into prison, where 
he remained twelve years. During bis confinement, he 
preached to all to whom be could gain access ; and when 
liberty was offered to bim, on condition of promising to abstain 
from preaching, be constantly replied, "If you let me out 
to-day, I shall preach again to-morrew." 

Zeal, the Bkhop's Wish. — A geotlemaa was complaining 
to a pious prelate, that a certain clergyman in bis neighbor- 
hood was gone mad, for that he did nothing but preach and 
pray. "I wish, then," siud the good bishop, he would Ute 
some of my clergy." 
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